THE 

VIRTUOUS VILLAGER, 
OR 

VIRGIN'S VICTORY: 


BEING 


The MEMOIRS of a very GREAT 
Lapy at the Court of France. 


Viiumen.by HERSELF, 


In which the Artifices of deſigning Men are fully 
detected and expoſed; and the Calamities they 
bring on credulous believing Woman, are parti- 
cularly related, 5 


— 


Tranflated from the Original, by the Author of 
La B 4 le A emblee , 


In TWO VOLUMES. 
Y Ok 4 


In wain are muſty Morals taught in Schools, 

By rigid Teachers, and as rigid Rules, 

Where Virtue <vith a frowning Alpef# flands, 
And frights the Pupil from her rough Commands: 
But charming Woman can true Converts make, 
We leve the Precept for the Teachers ſake ; 
Virtue in them _ fo bright, 7 gay, 

We bear  oith Tran ſport, and with Pride obey. 
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Mrs, CRAWLEY. 


M adam, 


WOR K chiefly intended 

to inculcate the Principles 
of Virtue, can no where ſo juſtly 
hope Protection, as from a Lady, 
whoſe Patronage will give a dou- 
a 2 ble 


iv DrDICATION. 

ble Weight, to all the amiable 
Precepts contained in it, by being 
haerſelf fo ſhining an Example. 


Paternal Tenderneſs——fllal 
Duty and Affection the Ob- 
ligations of diſintereſted Friend- 
ſhip—— true Generoſity 
Benevolence a ſoft Commi- 
ſeration for Diſtreſs, and the 
ſtricteſt Piety, can with no ſhew 
of Probability be carried to a 
more ſublime Pitch than in the 
following little Hiſtory, and 1 
am very certain are Qualifications | 
too dear to you, not to afford | 

you 


DzD1CATION * 
you Satisfaction in ſeeing them 
diſplayed, with all the Advan- 
tages they can receive, from the 
Pen of a Lady, whoſe Wit and 
Eloquence render her, at this 


Day, one of the greateſt Orna- 
ments of the French Court. 


The noble Authoreſs has 
doubtleſs done her part, and as 
I have taken the utmoſt Care that 
none of her Beauties ſhall ſuf- 
fer by being put into an Engliſb 
Dreſs, I flatter myſelf, Madam, 
with obtaining your pardon, for 
the liberty I take in laying my 

Endeayours 


V1 DE DicarTloN. 


Endeavours at your Feet, and 
telling you in this publick manner, 
that I am with the moſt perfect 
Reſpe&t and Submiſſion, 


Map AM, 


Tour moſt humble, and 


moſt devoted Servant, 


ELIZ A HAYWOOD.” 


PREFACE. 


Tranſlation of la Payſan Parvenu, 
from the French of tbe Cbeva- 
lier Mouhi, having already ap- 

peared, we think it highly necceſſary to 

inform the Publick, that the following 

Sheets, tho' they contain much the ſam? 
Facts are not tranſlated from the ſame O- 

riginal, but from the real Manuſcript of 

the Marchioneſs de L——V it is 
certain that Lady committed ber Papers 


to 


viii PETA 


to the Chevalier, with a Deſign to have 
them printed, and the Letters be has in- 


ſerted, were doubtleſs wrote by ber to bim 


for that purpoſe ; but ſome Accidents re- 
tarding the Publication for ſeveral Months 
many of them were miſlaid, and the Mar- 
chioneſs being at that time at a con- 
fiderable diſtance from Paris, be was obli- 
ged to mane up the Deficiency by the help 
of his Memory, and where that failed by 
bis Invention; ſo that in many places, there 
is a wide Difference between what ſhe in- 
tended for the World, and what be has 
preſented to it. 


Tt was from Madame de Melicourt, 
whoſe Hiſtory bas no inconſiderable Share 
in theſe Volumes, and who is ſtill no leſs dear 
fo tbe admirable Authoreſs, than the Read- 
er will find he was at the time they were 


Wrote, 


bt 


1 
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wrote, that an Engliſh Lady of Quality, 
now in Paris, procured the Copy of theſe 


intereſting Memoirs, and alſo Permiſſion 


to ſend it over to @ Perſon, who ſbe is plea- 
ſed to think qualified to do it juſtice, both 
as to the Spirit and Expreſſion. 


This we believe ſufficient to clear us 
rom any finifter Views in what we bave 
done; but leaſt there ſhould be any ſo ſeru- 
puloufly juſt as to imagine a ſecond Tranſ- 
lation, a kind of Invaſion on the Property 
of the firſt, we beg leave to aſſure the Pub- 
lick, that this was begun long before the 
Country-Maid was advertiſed, tho" laid 
aſide for fame time, on the account of a ſe- 
vere Indiſpoſition, and afterwards on bear- 
ing it was doing by another hand ; nor 
probably would ever have been reſumed, 
but on the Inſtances of the Lady above 


mentioned, 
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mentioned, and to reſcne the Characters 
of thoſe noble Perſons, whoſe Elegance of 
Stile, as well as Sentiments, Wit and Spi- 
rit, are moſt miſerably impaired through- 
out the whole Tranſlation from Mouhi. 
For the Truth of this we appeal to the 
Readers of it. Since it would be pre- 
poſterous to quote particular Paſſages from 
a Work where all-alike is dull and ſpirit- 
beſs, as indeed all Tranſlations will be 
where without any Confiderations of the 
different Idioms of Languages, or any En- 
deavour, or perhaps Capacity of entring 
into the Soul of the Author, a flaviſh 
* Adberence to the Letter only is obſerved. 
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> { is not without great Difficuity, that 
> Periors raiſed from the luweit to the 
moſt elevated Staticn, cenſent. to 


which they ſpruvg : I do not pretend; 
to diſtingu imm tre in v lat b rinciple this 
Vanity 1» ferised; but whatever it be, 
I confefs, 1 feel a ſecte: Repug "Nance in do. ng it, v:hich- 
] ought to be more aſnamed of than the Cauſe ; and the! 


mention the mean Original from 


Radon and Relig ion have taught aw to de! pile tnis Pre- 


judice, I cannot accuitum my if to 1ememl ver, With the 
Eaſe- 1 could wiſh to do, that tlis Niatcluanets: ue © 


4. — who holds tio high a Kar! I in the 
prelent World, was once no more than plain Feauetta. 
the Daughter. of Joh F-———, a poor Cleaver of 
Wood, in the Feielt of Frurtai bliau. | 
N. . B _ Friem 
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2 rom this mean Source, however, I derive my Be- 
; be was Head Gardener to the Count de N 

my Mother waited on Madam la Counteſs, and found 
ſomewhat in him which inſpired her with a Paſſion, 
which not all the Remonſtrances of her Lady (to whom 
ſhe was extremely dear) could over-power. In fine ſhe 
married him, ſo was oblig'd to ſhare his Fortune; which, 
though mean at the firſt, became ſtill worſe, by both 
being diſcharg'd from the Family on Account of this 
Marriage, which was look'd upon as very diſpropor- 
tionable, my Mother being of a much better Deicent, as 
well as Education. 

My Father afterwards took a little Cottage in a Ham- 
Jet near the Caſtle, and for the Subfiſtance of his Fami- 
ly was reduced to work in the Foreſt, in the manner I 
have already related. But what Toils! What Scarcities 
cannot be chearſully ſuſtain'd for the Sake of an Ob- 
ject for whom we have a ſincere Affection. - My 
Father underwent with Pleaſure thoſe Labours he was 
uſed but to direct; and my Mother regretted not the 
Lots of thoſe Delicacies to which ſhe had been accul- 
tomed Love ſoftned every Care made every 
Burti:en ught, and happy in each other they ſeem'd to 
wiſh for nothing more. 

Jas the firit Fruit of their Marriage, and my Birth 
ſo far ſrem c eating any Diſquiet, ſeem'd to them to be 
a Preſage of better Fortune; how rizht theſe Conjectures 
were the Sequel of my Adventures will determine. 

My Mother, who had ſome time before I was born 
been reſtor'd to the good Graces of the Counteſs, ſo far 
as ta be permitted to attend ter ſrequently at the. Caſtle, 
from . e ſhe never return'd without ſome Preſent, 
had now a Cont.rmation that her Ladyſhip ſtill retain'd 
great Part of the Affection ſhe formerly had for her, by 
her cfering to hold me at the Font, and giving me that 
Mame, which mait remain with me in all Alterations of 
Fertone. 

The Counteſs choſe for her Partner in the Honour ſhe 
did u: the Marquis De J. 2, who lived 
in the Neighbourhood, and was extremely intimate with 

her 
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her My Baptiſm was ſolemniz'd with a Pomp 
more befitting the Condition of the illuſtrious Goſſips, 
than that of the Perſon to whom they did this Honour ; 
and our Family experienced the Sweets of it, by the Pre- 
ſents uſual on ſuch Occaſions. 

The firſt Years of my Infancy paſs'd over without any 
thing remarkable ; but as ſoon as I was of an Age capa- 
ble of liſtning to Inſtruction, my Mother was alway 
giving me Leſſons of that Reſerve, which Perſons of my 
Sex ought to obſerve to thoſe of the other : She often 
told me that Virtue and Diſcretion might be the Portion 
of all Conditions, and to give a greater Weight to her 
Precepts, related to me many Examples of young Maids, 
who from a low Degree, had been raiſed to Greatneſs, 
by a ſtrict Adherence to the Rules ſhe laid down for my 
Behaviour ; and of others who had fallen into extreme 
Miſery and Infamy, by ſwerving from them. Living 
ſeveral Years with the Counteſs, and attending her ta 
Court, and in many Parties of Pleaſures, had given her a 
great Knowledge of the World, and furniſh'd her with a 
Variety of Hiſtories of this Sort; and to do ber Juſtice, 
ſhe knew ſo well how to embelliſh them in the Recital, 
that they were not only an agreeable Amuſement to me 
at that Time, but al'o made ſuch an Impreſſion on my 
Mind, as was not eaſy to be eraced, and were of infnite 
Service to me, in the various Accidents that aſterwards 
befell me. ; 

As I had never known a better State, I repined not 
at, nor indeed was ſeniible of the Miſery of ours, and 
the only Trouble I felt was at the Murmurings of a Bro- * 
ther and Siſter I had, who, tho younger than myſelf, 
were obliged to aſſiſt my Father in his Work, while 1 
was kept at Home with my Mother in leſs painful Em- 
ployments; the greateſt Part of my Labours being to 
carry them their Dinner. This partial Diſtinction as 
they termed it, occaſioned ſuch bitter Complaints, that 
my Father ſometimes could not refrain taking Part in 
them; and ſeldom a Day paſs'd in which my Mother 
had not ſome freſh Motive to lament that rude and 
clowniſh manner, which People are apt to contrat in 
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ſuch mean Occupations ; and ſhe frequently ſaid it ſeem'd 
to her, as it the Toils of the Body had an Influence on 
the Mind, and render d it incapable of any refined or 
or elevated Ideas 

As there was, however, ſome Regard paid to my 
Motaer, the Fury of their Reſentment fell upon me, 
u nich grew more grievous to me, as my Notions became 
every Day more delicate ; and here was my firſt Oppor- 
tunity of exerting that Patience and Reſignation to the 
Divine Will, which had been inſtill'd into me from my 
molt early Years. But notwithſtanding all the Precepts 
which had been given me, and the conftant Admonitions 
my Ears were perpetually filled with, to caſt all my 
Cares on that Supreme Being, who could alone relieve 
them ; I have fince found, and ſet it down as a Maxim, 
on iccollecting what Sentiments 1 had at that Time, 
taat Vanity is infeparabie from Youth. J remember 
very Keil, that when 1 came to be about the Age of 
I hirteen, | reſented every little Inſult with a kind of 
Biidain of thole that offer'd it; and would often tell 
tnem they uſed me in that manner, only becauſe they 
knew no better. The ruth ie, I then began to grow 
fond of my leit, and to imag.ne I nad ſomething extra- 
ordinary about me: Every body ſaid I was pretty 
one prais'd my Eyes ———another my Mouth 'ome 
my Compiection———and others the fine turn of my 

eck In fne, every Part had its Admirers, and 
} eafly beiieved all heard to my Advantage; but what 
molt contributed to advance tlie good Opinion 1 now en- 
te:tain'd of myſeli was this. 

I was ſent one Day to the Candle with ſome . 
for the Counteſs: I had always Admiſſion to her Toilet, 
and a Gentieman happening to be with her at that 
Time, ſhe pretented me to him as her God-Daughter. 
He finding ſomething in me agreeable to his“ 
Taſte, I ſuppoſe, cry'd out leveral times, Heavens ! 
how lovely ſhe is! What a Set of Features are 
there What a Skin what Eyes —0 
Madam! What will not thote Eyes be capable of when 
animated with tender LEntiments ! 


He was run- 
ling 
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ning on in this manner, when the Counteſs interrupted 
him; ſaying good Montieur don't teach her theſe Things 
Vanity is too ſoon learred go. go, Feanet- 
tz, continued ſhe, you muit not regard what NMionſieur 
ſays he talks in this manner to every body. This 
put me into a great Confuſion, I bluſh'd and obey'd, at- 
ter paying my Obedience in the beit manner I could, 
and, indced, was glad when I was out of the Room. 

As on my ſetting down to write theſe Memoirs of my- 
ſ-!f, 1 intended them as a kind of Mirror, wherein 
my Sex might view themſelves, and perceive by what 
ſwift Degrees Errors, if not timely repelied, gain En- 
trance into the Heart, it would not anſwer the good F na 
I aim'd at, to conceal any of thofe Weaknefles, 
which want of thinking juitly made me guilty of: LI 
therefore frankly own, that what this gay Monſieur had 
faid to me in the Counteſs's Chamber, had a great Im- 
preſſion on me. was elevated beyond Meaſure at 
his Praiſe -l forgot not the leaſt Word, but was 
vex'd I could not comprehend the meaning of one Ex- 
Preſiſion: [ was never from the Glais, when my 
Mother's Abſence gave me an Opportunity, and cry'd 
to myſelf, What is it that my Eyes will be capable of do- 
ing, hen animated with tender Sentiments ? L 
wanted impatiently to know what thoſe tender Senti- 
ments were, that I might try the Effect of them in my 
Eyes; and the ſimple manner in which I reaſoned on 
this Subject, has ſince been matter of Diverſion to me, 
when unbent from Reflections of a more ſolid Nature. 
Not the moſt perfect Innocence is exempt ſrom 
ſome Share of Vanity we Women ſeem to be 
born with a defire of Admiration to wiſh to be 
thought beautiful is in a manner inherent to our Com- 
poſition whoever praiſes us is ſure of pleaſing us, 
tho* otherwiſe not worthy our Regard ; and it is only 
Time, Reaſon, and Experience can convince us, that to 
be low d only by thoſe we love, is ail can make us 
truly happy, and that the Perſections of the Mind, are 
inknitely preferable to thoſe of the Body. 
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Some few Days after I had ſufficient matter to gratify this, 
at that Time, only Paſſion of my young Heart: As I was 
returning from the Foreſt where I had carried ſome Re- 
freſhment to my Father, I perceived a Company of Horſe- 
men coming towards me; ſo drew off to the Roadſide, the 
better to obſerve them as they paſs'd. I had never 
| ſeen the King, but had heard great Talk of him, and as 
I knew he was in thoſe Parts, was in hopes he was 
among this Troop, and I might ſatisfy my Curioſity. 
The Picture I had drawn of him in my Mind, from the 
Admiration and Love with which I had always heard 
him mentioned, was all ſhining like the Sun, and ſo far 
dliſtinguiſliable from the reſt of Mankind, that I doubted 
not but 1 ſhould know him in the midſt of his Atten- 
dants — When they came near, I look'd earneſtly for 
ſuch a Figure as my Fancy had formed; but the whole 
Company being all of the moit Grand Appearance, I 
found I had deceiv'd myſelf, and growing quite impa- 
tient, ſeeing moſt of them were paſt, I ran haſtily up to 
one of them; crying aloud, Sir, I beſeech you ſhew me 
the King.- I never ſaw him in my Life. 
That I will, my pretty Maid, anſwer'd the Perſon 1 
addreſs'd, who was extremely handſome ; that is he 
which, Sir, cry'd I ?—Give me your Hand, rejoined 
he, and pointing with it, there, ſaid he, is the King on 
the White Horſe. Yes, yes, cryed I again, that is the 
King for certain Good God, how charming he is! 
How happy ſhou!d I be, if he did not ride ſo faſt !|—O 
dear, he is gone already ! He could not help ſmi- 
ling at my Exclamations ; but as I afterwards found had 
all this Time been confidering me with the utmoſt At- 
tention. How lovely, ſaid he, is this Simplicity, 
how preferable to all the Arts our Court-Ladies put in 
pract ce Where do you live, my little Dear, 
cry'd he ?————in that Village, Sir, replied I, point- 
ing to it, ————— Will you give me leave to come and 
fee you there ? Reſumed he. If it depended on 
me, Sir, anſwered I, your Viſit would not be unwel- 
come; but I am not my own Miſtreſs. As for that, 
ſaid he, leave it to me -I ſhall contrive Means 
. without 
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without occaſioning you any Blame. He had ſcarce 
ended theſe Words, when another fine Gentleman comes 

lloping back to him, crying, the King calls for you 
— His Majeſty muſt know what Bufineſs 
this pretty Maid has with you ; and what was the Mo- 
tive of that Surprize ſhe teſtified in ſo pleaſant a Man- 
ner, as we paſs'd by her Beauty and Innocence have 
intereſted the whole Court. I do not wonder at it, ſaid 
the Marquis, you ſee how handſome ſhe is her 
native Lovelineſs exceeds any thing I ever ſaw 
for my Part I think, ſhe not only merits the Notice our 
Royal Mafter has taken of her; but alſo that he 
ſhould confer greater Favours on her; and it ſhall not 
be my Fault, if ſhe has not reaſon to think this Adven- 
ture very fortunate for her. Nor mine, rejoin'd the 
other, looking on me in a Faſhion which I then was far 
from comprehending, where does ſhe live ?!——She is 
ſurprizingly beautiful I am deſperately in love 
with her. At theſe Words he offer'd to alight, which 
put me into ſuch a Conſternation, that without taking 
any leave, or thanking the Marquis for his Civilities, 
I ran as faft as I could toward our Village: Stay! Stay, 
pretty Maid! Cry'd the Marquis, no body intends ycu 
any harm. He added ſomewhat more, but I 
made too much haſte to hear him; never looking back 
till I was almoſt at our own Door. I then turn'd about, 
and ſaw only one Chevalier at the Place I ran from, 
which I ſoon after diſtinguiſh'd to be the Marquis; the 
other I ſuppoſe being gone back after the King. 1 went 
in, full of what had paſs'd, and when recovered from 
the lictle Terror I had been in, was highly delighted 
with the Compliments I had received My Mo- 
ther had too much Penetration not to perceive, I was 
more than ordinarily taken up with ſomething, and 
would needs know what it was, nor did I ſcruple to 
make her an exa Recital. 

I excuſe your Curioſity, ſaid ſhe as ſoon as I had end- 
ed, for his Sake who occaſion'd it; but I would have 
you be more reſerved for the future: It was not a Fault 
to addreſs y ourſelſ to e becauſe, perhaps, it 

+ was 
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was the on'y Means you had of finding out the King; 
but remember you ought never to ſuffer yourſelf to be 
6azz'es with Pomp and Equipage you have ſpoke 
ct this Aſtair, and deſcribed the Perſon and Gallantry of 
the Marquis, with a Warmth not becoming a Maid 
of your Age and Rank.———— Ah! Teanetta 
Fear etia, you muit have no Eyes, nor Ears, for Per- 
jons of his high Character the Complaiſance they 
aflume——he tender Looks they put on: the 


Praiics they give you, are but. ſo many Flatteries, and 


Snares laid to entrap your Innocence, and draw you in- 
to Miſchiefs, from which if ever you are able to diſin- 
tangle y ourſelf, it cannot be done without great Difficulty 
and bitter Heart-achings. , Ill tell you, continued ſhe, 
an Accident that happened in this Village, ſoon after we 
came to ſett e in it, which will ſhew you what Miſeries 
are naturally the Conſequence of Vanity and Credulity. 


The Hiſtory of CHARLOTTA, 


HE was the only Daughter of a Perſon, whoſe ſole 

Subſiſtance was a large Orchard on the Skirts of this 
Him! et, which notwithitanding he fo well cultivated, 
that the Profits brought him in ſufficient to maintain his 
Family in a decent Manner. The ordinary Fruit: he 
diſpoſed of to thoſe who ſold it again, and the fine Sort 
te either ſent his Daughter: with, or carry'd himſelf ta 
the Houſes of the Nobility : Every body b'amed him 
ſet ſrding the yours C/ arlista on ſuch Errands, which 
Cu d not fail of lay; ing her under dingerous Temptations ; 


but the great Prices ſhe always got, "made him deaf to 


any Remonlirances on that ſcore. . . » + © 
A 


She 
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ſomething in her Air. far above her Degree ; theſe Per- 
fections added to the ſweeteſt Temper in the World, 
made her beloved by all that knew her; and mean as 


ſhe was, ſeveral advantagious Matches were propoſed to 


her; but ſhe refuſed all Offers of that kind, and teſti- 


hed ſo great an- Averſion to Marriage, that as well to 


gratify her Inclination to a ſingle. Life, as to encreaſe 
his own Gains by the Favours ſhe daily received at thoſe 
Houſes where ſhe carry'd Fruit; he did not great greatly 
preſs her to change her Condition, tor ſome Years; but 
at laſt beginning to reflect, that if Providence ſhould 
take him from her, it would be a melancholy thing to 


leave her unſettled in the World; and a very wealthy 
Perſon at that Time happening to make his Addreſſes, 
he omitted nothing to prevail with her, to receive him 
as a Man the could approve. of for a Partner for Liſe: 
Bat young Charlotta was not to be moved, either by the 


Aſſiduities of her Lover, or the Admonitions of her Fa- 


ther; and when urged by him, ſeemed to have ſuch an 


Abhorrence ro obey-him in this Point, that he could not 


reſolve to lay any Conſtraint on the- Inclinations of a. 
Child, who in all things elle was the moſt dutitul Creas, 


ture that ever was. 


Her Reiolution being known, deterr'd many others 


from offering themſelves, and ſhe was more free than ſhe 


had been from any Importunities, than which ſhe deſired 


nothing more; and I have heard her ſay a thouſand 
times, that ſhe did not believe Heaven had ever created 
g Man capable of inſpiring- her with. a Wiſh.of being 
is, | 
But alas, Fearetta, continued my Mother with a 
Sigh, how little-do we know ourſelves ia this Point; 
the facal "Cime at laſt arrived, when the hitherto inſenſi- 


ble Charl:tta became the Victim of a Paihon ſhe before. 


deſpiſed. 
Going one Day to Funtainbleau to fell Fruit, ſhe 
heard ſome body call to her from a Window: On this. 


ſhe went to Houſe, and was met at the Door by. a Ser- 


vant, who carry'd her into an Apartment magnificently 
B 5 fur niſn' d. 


4 
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She was. extremely beautiful, well ſhapeJ, and had. 


- 
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furniſh'd. A Gentleman of a graceful Appearance was 
fitting in an eaſy Chair, and as ſoon as he. ſaw her, 
come in, pretty Maid, ſaid he, let's ſee your Fruit, it 
mould be fair if like yourſelf. As for that, Sir, an- 
ſwered ſhe, I don't pretend to any Fairneſs ; but as to 
my Fruit, there is none more nice in the whole King- 
dom. With theſe Words ſhe uncover'd her Baſket, and 
began to ſet it forth to all the Advantage ſhe could, not 
obierving the Perion ſhe was before, nor that inſtead of 
looking on the Fruit, he was all the time conſidering her 
with the utmoſt Attention. f 
This Nobleman, who was no leſs a Perſon than the 
Duke De , was about Twenty-four Years of 
Age, a handſome Man, and full of amorous Inclina- 
tions, for the Gratification of which, he entirely dedi- 
cated a certain Part of his Income ; but had a high No- 
tion of Honour, and never made uſe of any Treachery 
10 gain his Ends himſelf, though he wink'd at it in Da- 


pin his Valet de Chambre, who mangaged all theſe Af- 


fairs for him, and ſcrupled nothing to accompliſh them. 

The innocent Charms of Charlotta ſoon made a 
Conqueſt of his Heart: He look'd on her with Eyes, 
which ſpoke the utmoſt Paſſion how lovely, 
cry'd he, is every thing about you'! Who could 
imagine ſuch Beauty was the Produce of a Cottage! 
I never ſaw any thing ſo perfectly agreeable ! 
O! Sir, ſaid ſhe, you fine Gentlemen take a 
Pleaſure in diverting yourſelves with ſuch poor Girls as 
myſelf, who you know can't make any Reply to ſuch 
Compliments. No, pretty Creature, interrupted the 
Duke, I ſcorn to ſay any thing I. don't think, and if 
you were acquainted with my Character, you would 
know that I was the ſincereſt Man on Earth; but fince ' 
you don't believe me, I have done, Poor Charlotta's 
Vanity had made her pleaſed with the Praiſes given her 
by this Nobleman, and though ſhe would have conceal'd 
it, it was not in her power. I don't pretend to ſay, 
Sir, reſumed ſhe, that I have any reaſon to think you 
mean any harm: Not in the leaſt, replied the Duke, un- 
willing to fright her from coming again, no body wiſhes 
you 
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you better I only think you are very pretty and 
innocent, and ought to be encouraged ; ſo will buy all the 
Fruit you have, and ſhall be glad if you bring me more 
another time. With theſe Words he made her a 
little Bow and went out of the Room, ordering his Va- 
let de Chambre to take care of her. Dupin knew very 
well what he was to do: he treated her with great Re- 
ſpet, made her breakfaſt in the Larder, paid her double 
the Worth of her Fruit, and under the Pretence of en- 
quiring where it grew, learn'd her Place of Abode: He 
made her Promiſe to come again, and magnified his Ma- 
ſter's Honour and Generoſity, in ſuch a manner, that 
ſhe came away highly fatished with her new Cuſtomer, 
and determined to go again in a ſhort Time. 

Her Father was pleas'd with the advantageous Market 
ſhe had made that Day, and the Proſpect of ſelling his 
Fruit upon the ſame Terms for the future, made him 
ſend her to Town two Days after: She did not fail go- 
ing to the Duke's, and had immediate Admittance to 
him; his Behaviour was extremely tender, but offer'd 
not the leaſt Freedom unbecoming Modeſty, ſo ſhe re- 
turned more ſatisfied and more elated than before. | 

The third Time ſhe went, the Duke ſeeing her from 
the Window, opened the Door to her himſelf, and be- 
ing an extreme handſome Man and dreſs'd to the utme ſt 
Advantage, Charhtta took but too much notice of him; 
and he too well ſkilled in the Language of the Eyes, 
eaſily perceived the Impreſſion he had made. 

You ſeem ſurprized, my pretty Maid, ſaid he, to fee 
me come to the Door myſelf; but all my Servants ate 
out of the way they often ſerve me thus 
they know I don't know how to chide, and 
impoſe upon my Good - nature but come in, con- 
tinued he, we'll chat a little till ſome of them return. 
In ſpeaking this he led her into a Parlour, furniſhed ard 
adorned in the moſt rich and elegant manner. Char» } 
lotta's Eyes were perfectly dazzled with the Splendor of 
every thing ſhe ſaw, and could not help crying out, 
Heavens! What a fine Place! Yes, my ſweet One, re- 
plied the Duke, I think =D AY — 

N Fu 
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Sit Cown, and lay aſide your Basket. I'll have it 
fo, coptipued he, finding ſhe made a Difficulty, I am an 
utter Enemy to all Ceremony. With this he gently forced 
her on a Chair, and placing himſelf very near her ; my 
Valet de Chambre, faid he, informs me you live at 
N. the next Time I paſs that Way, I'll call and 
eat ſome Cream with you; I am a great Lover of it, 
en ſhall think it doub'y delicious, when it comes 
frum your Hand. She made no other Anſwer to theſe 
Words, than a low Bow, nor, indeed, had ſhe the 
Power, her Spirits were in ſo great an Agitation: He 
ſeeing her Confuſion went on, I'll tell you a Secret, ad- 
ded he, from the firſt Moment I caſt my Eyes upon 
your Face, my Heart became entirely devoted to you, 
J have neither thought, nor dreamt of any thing but 
YOU———in fine, I love you, and if I could obtain 
a return cf Affection, ſhould look on myſelf as the 
happicſt of Mankind. ——$;eak, my Angel, 

rived he, taking her Hand, may I hope to be fo 
Leſt > What can 1 ſay, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe, in a 
Voice faultering with Confuſion ? This is the firſt time 
I ever heard ſuck things. ———1 wiſh I knew whe- 
ther I ought to take ſuch Speeches as Favours, or the 
contrary ; but the implicity of a Country Life 
that lovely Simplicity, cry'd he, interrupting her, gives 
the greateſt Luſtre to your Charms how adorable 
would ſome Ladies be that I krov, were they as igno- 
rant of their Perfections as you are——— and yet that 
very Ignorance renders me unhappy ——— you don't 
underſtand me you cannot comprehend what *tis 
J feel for you————O ! how wretched muſt I be, if 
you grow not more enſible of my Paſſion ——<earelt 
lovelie!! ſweeteſt Creature all this Time 
e gra ped her Hand between his, kiis'd it with Vehe- 
meace, and {cmetimes wetted it with his Tears. The 
Addreſſe that Charlotta had hitherto received, had been 
in ſo different a manner, that ſne was quite confounded 
at thi: : She dovbted not, however, if it was ſincere, and 
' Imagin'd he was overwhelm'd with Affliction; Vanity 


and Inclination conſpired to ſubdue her Heart; and to 
| be 
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be loved to ſuch a Degree by a Man of his Quality 
ſeemed ſo great an honour, that ſhe knew not how to 
refuſe him any thing, though aſhamed to grant 
the Perplexity of her Thoughts pervented her from 
ſpeaking or withdrawing her Hand, which at laſt he 
took Courage to put into his Boſom feel, charm- 
ing Maid, the Condition of my Heart how it flutters 
as it would burſt my Breaſt Yes, it will burſt 
and I ſhall die before your Eyes, if you conſent not to 
reward my Paſſion. O! Heaven forbid ! cry'd 
the believing Maid, 'twere better I had ne'er been born 
could I have foreſeen this, I never would have 
come into your Houſe. No, that I cannot wiſh, re- 
ply'd he, you kill me, indeed, yet the Wounds you give 
are ſuch as I would not be without ———even Death from 
you is welcome how much more then would Life 
be yes, you mult let me live, and live the happieſt 
of Mortals with theſe Words he attempted to take 
her in his Arms. This really frighted her, ſhe roſe 
haſtily up, and told him ſhe now found it was time to 
leave him._—  -che gave with theſe Words a ſudden 
Spring toward the Door; but he no leſs nimble and 
equally agitated by his Deſires, as ſhe by her Fears, got 
between her and it, and cry'd ou. - o muſt not 
go, my Ange! you are Miſtreſs here, and ſhall 
command me in every thing ——ﬀ I'll do what- 
ever you require I'll make a Settlement on you, 
ſhall put you on the Level with Quality, and if ever you 
are diſpos'd to marry, will give you a Fortune, —I am too 
young and unexperienced, reply'd ſhe, to know how to 
judge of ſuch offec-———— therefore, for Heaven's ſake 
let me go. She fell a weeping bitterly while ſhe ſpoke 
this, and the Duke with all his Eloquence had much ado 
to pacify her, till Dupin coming in put an end to her 
Apprehenſions, and the Duke convinced this was not the 
way to bring her to his Puipole, and that he had gone 
too far, ſufterec! her io depart. 

But notwithſtanding the Repulſe ſhe had given him, 
ſhe return'd Home with a Diſquiet of Mind of which 
Love was the Source: The Preſſures of ſo great and ſo 
handſome 
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handſome a Man had their Effect; her Heart was en- 
ſnared, and in a ſmall Time ſhe languiſhed fer another 
Interview ; though, no longer ignorant of his Deſigns, ſhe 
had too much V irtue, to put herſelf again into his power. 
But this Conſtraint on her Inclinations was of Prejudice 
to her Health, ſhe grew pale, penſive, and was not the 
fame Creature he had been, as we all took notice of. 

Several Days paſs'd over without her hearing any 
thing from the Duke, and her Inquietudes encreas'd to 
ſuch a Degree, that ſhe began almoſt to repent the Seve- 
rity of her Behaviour; ſhe fancied ſhe might have liſt- 
ened to him, yet ſtill have preferv'd her Innocence, and 
wiſh'd ſome Chance might throw her in his way, with- 
out her iceming to delice it. In this Diſpoſition, ſo fa- 
vourable to his Wiſhes, did ſhe continue till her ill Genius 
brought about the Completion of Defires, fo fatal to her 
in the End. 

The Duke came to the Village, and enquiring after a 
Man, whoſe Daughter came to Town with Fruit ſome- 
times, was ſoon directed to his Houſe.— The Gar- 
dener was tranſported, that ſo great a Man vouchſafed 


> to honour his Orchard with his Preſence, and waited on 


him through all the Walks of it, ſhewing the Variety of 


Fruits he had, and entertaining him with the Methods, 


by which he brought ſuch and ſuch a Tree to Perfection. 

While the Father was thus taken up with the Duke ; 
the ſubtle Valet de Chambre took the Opportunity of 
talking to the Daughter : He made uſe of all his Arti- 
fice to ſeduce her to Fountainbleau, and gratify his Ma- 
ſter's Paſſion, 

He magnified the Birth, Riches, and Perſon of the 
Duke, deſcribed the Advantages attending an Amour 
with a Man of his Rank and uncommon Gen eroſity; 
but Charlotta s Modeſty not ſuffering her to hear with 
Patience any — on that Head, he changed 
his manner of Diſcourſe, and aſſumed the Appearance of 
Virtue to draw her into Vice. I only ſay, reſumed 
the crafty Purveyor of his Maſter's Pleaſures, that a 
Woman might think herſelf extremely happy to be the 
Duke's Miſtreſs; but the Love he has for oe of 'a 

. | | * 
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different kind; in fine, pretty Charlotta, ſaid he, it is 
your own Fault if you are not his Wife. The _ 
mention of the Word Wife, made her Heart ſpring wi 
Joy; but concealing it as well as ſhe was able —O! I 
cannot think of that, anſwer'd ſhe, there is too great an 
Inequality between us- there is ſo, indeed, re» 
ſumed he, yet it may be brought about tis true 
the Duke is not wholly determined; but if you will 
come into the Meaſures I propoſe, I know him well 
enough to promiſe you Succeſs. But, added he, 
you muſt conſider how great he is, and how mean you 
are, and not expect to be addreſs'd in the Faſhion of 
great Ladies you muſt rather humour him, and 
appear grateful! for the Honour he does you———what 
tho' he was a little free with you, you ſhould not have 
refrained coming the more he ſees you, the more 
will his Paſſion encreaſe ; and ſuch a Proſpect of Ad- 
vantage ought not to be neglected for a fooliſh Punctilio. 
By ſuch like crafty Inſinuations he ſtagger'd her Reſolu- 
tion ; Love and Ambition prevail'd, and ſhe promiſed 
to come the next Day to Town, to ſee, as he told her, ey 
that there was no ill Deſign harbour'd againſt her Vin 
tue. 

As ſoon as they came Home, Dypin acquainted the 
Duke with the Progreſs he had made, and repreſented 
to him, that if he hoped to compaſs his Deſigns, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary, he ſhould veil them under an ho- 
nourable Pretence. 

The Duke, though given to ſome Exceſſes, had a 
Senſe of Honour, as I have before obſerved, and was 
angry that Dupin had made any ſuch Promiſes to Char- 
lotta what ſaid he, though I love the Girl to 
Diſtraction, I value my own Character yet more 
nor will enter into Engagements with her, which I mean 
not to perform much leſs could-all her Innocence 
tempt me to marry her- there is nothing can ex- 
cuſe ſuch prepoſterous Matches. I never ſhould be 
weak enough to follow the Example of Monſieur 
who in order to gratify his Paſſion, was guilty of a thou- 
land Extravagancies, and then to crown the Folly _ 


16 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


ried his own Servant.———Some ſay her Virtue and 
Diſcretion merited that Honour; but I ſhoald never 
have forgiven the Artifices ſhe made uſe of to gain her 
Ends. Another alſo of my Acquaintance married a 
Baker's Daughter after he had debauch'd her.—She got in 
League with his Valet de Chambre, he acted the Part 
of an Apparitioa, and at dead of Night threatened him 
with eternal Perdition, if he did not attone the Wrong he 
had done ner by marrying her the next Day: The Gen- 
tlema as afraid of Spirits, and the Plot ſucceeded. 
The Count ois itill leſs to be pitied, who by 
an Accent owing uis Life to a poor Girl married her, | 
to fave the nent of 2000 Crowns that he had pro- 
miled her could enumerate many ſuch ridica- 
lous In ces; but Dupin be aſſured I ſhall never add to 
the Nuruver 3 fo take your own Meaſures for to bring 
Charlotta to my Arms [ confels myſelf poſſeſs'd of 
the moit vehement deſire of poſſeſſing her; but remem- 
ber ti at I will neither make nor keep any Promiſe in- 
conũ tent with my Quality. - 
_  Dupin would fain have perſuaded him, however, to 
: k in anambiguous manner to Charktta when ſhe came; 
| Ul he could bring him to was not o contradict what 
he had ſaid to her. This Wretch had therefore a hard 
Taſk of it; but fo it will be when Servants endeavour 
to render themſelves uſeful to their Maſters, only by pro- 
moting their Vices. 

When Cbarlotta came he entertain'd her a long Time 
before ſhe went into the Duke, and at laſt ſucceeded fo 
well in his wicked Arguments, that ſhe really believ'd 
their was the ſtrongeſt Probability of her becoming a 
Dutcheſs : In order to which ſhe was not to inſiſt on be- 
ing made ſo, but to leave every thing to the Duke's 
Love and Generoſity. 

The Converſation the Duke had with her, flatter d the 
Hopes Dipin had inſpired her with: He treated her 
with Reſpe&, took no Liberties unbecoming Modeſty to 

t, and only told her he loved her without mention. 
ing what End he propos'd by it. So that now believin 


Dupin had been ſincere in his Advice, ſhe agreed to pa 
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a Week at Fountainbleau, on Condition her Father would 
give his Conſent. The Buſineſs was ſoon brought about, 
a Meſſage was contrived, as from the Duke's Mother to 
the Gardener, deſiring him to fend his Daughter to her 


for a few Days; the old Man, far from any Guile him- 
ſelf, ſuſpected not the Artifice, and was tranſported with 


the Honour done him. 


A fine Apartment was hired for her Reception, and 
Cloaths and lewels provided to adorn her ; fo that ſhe 
thought herſelf a Dutcheſs indeed: Dazzled with the 
Eplendor of every 'Thing about her, and indulged in all 
the Luxuries of Life ; ſhe look'd back on her Village 
with Contempt and Loathing: The Duke viſited her 


twice or thrice every Day, her Paſſion for him every 
Day was heightned by his Converſation ; and though 


he ſaid not one Word of marrying her, Dapin had io 
fully prevail'd on her, to believe the ſureſt Way to make 
him do ſo, was to depend entirely on his Honour, that 
ſhe never urged him on that Article ; and on his taking 
the Advantage of a ſoft Moment at laſt, he obtain'd that 
from her, which ought to have been yielded only to a 
Huſband. 2M 
Every Day ſhe expected the Effect of the Promilc 


perfectly happy; but Time ſlipping away, and ſhe find- 


ing herſelf with Child, theſe Golden Dreams began to 


vaniſh, and ſhe awoke to real Miſery ; when taking the 
Liberty to mention to the Duke what had been ſaid to 
ber by Dupin, he utterly diſown'd it all; and told her he 
had never given him any Commiſſion to act in that man- 
ner. She raved, tore her Hair, was ready to lay vio» 
lent Hands on herſelf ; but he was little moved, his Paſ- 
ſion was fated, and he deſired nothing more than to get 
not but he pitied her; and to alle» 
viate her Sorrows offer'd to give her 3000 Crowns for a 
Proviſion for her Child and Self, on Condition ſhe would 
make no Noiſe of the Affair this drove her to Ex- 
tremes———ſhe told him ſhe deſpiſed his Money 


that ſhe yielded on the Aſſurances given her by a Per 
fon, who ſhe knew was acquainted with his moſt fecret 
' Thoughts 


ry 
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made her by Dupin, and while this hope remain'd was 
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Thought and vowed to proclaim the Injuſtice had 
been done her to all the World. This ſo much in- 
cenſed the Duke, that he left her without even bidding 
her Farewel ; and his Birth and Employment demand- 
ing his Attendance on the King, went directly to Paris, 
where the Court then was. 

Before his Departure he conſulted with Dupin what 
was beſt to be done, to prevent her Deſperation from 
being of Prejudice to his Character; and that crafty Vil- 


lain having already contrived the Means, entreated him 


to take no farther care about it, for he would undertake 

to manage the Affair ſo as ſhe ſhould be no trouble to him. 

This young Nobleman was an Enemy to Con- 

fideration on any thing, which he look'd upon ſo much 

beneath him as Charlotta; therefore proceeded on his 

r leaving Dupin behind him to make good his 
ord. ; 


This Monſter, for he deſerves no other Name, pur- 
ſued my Mother, no ſooner ſaw his Lord was gone than 
he went to Charletta's Apartment: He found her in bitter 
Agonies, and bewailing her Misfortune in Terms, that 


would have melted any Heart but his. At the Sight of 


him, her Lamentations were mingled with Reproaches 
and Exclamations on his Perfidy. He liſtened to her 
with a compoſed Countenance, and when ſhe had rail'd 
herſelf almoſt out of Breath: Well, beautiful Charbtta, 
faid he, I would not interrupt you, becauſe the going too 
haſtily from the Extreme of one Paſſion to another, 
might be fatal ; but now I ſee you more in a Condition to 


receive the News I bring you, permit me to wiſh you 


Joy of the great Fortune you are going to receive 
What! Do you inſult me too, cry'd ſhe? Far be it 
from me, anſwer'd he; no, Madam, the Duke has made 
the Trial he intended had you accepted of the 


3000 Crowns be offered, he never would have ſeen you 
more; but as you refuſed it with ſo noble an Air, and 
regarded nothing without the Poſſeſſion of his Perſon in 
an honourable Way, he finds you worthy of being what 
you wiſh to be, and in a few Days will make you his Wife. 
The natural Vanity of Charlotta made her think m_ 
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he ted her was feaſible ; but being willing to be more 
confirm'd, where is he, ſaid ſhe, if he deſigns to make 
me happy, why does he not come and let me hear the bleſ- 
ſed Tidings from his own Mouth ? He would have done 
ſo, reply'd he, but a ſpecial Mandate from the King 
oblig'd him to quit Fountainbleau in leſs than two Hours 
at i after he came from your Apartment———the Meſſenger 
m waited his return from you, and his Hurry was ſo great, 
il- WF that he had only time to order me to bring you this Meſ- 
m I ſage from his ever faithful Heart; and to do all in my 
ke power to divert you till he comes back, which will be in 
n. a very ſhort Time. 

n- If what you tell me be fincere, reply'd Charlotta, I 

ch BW ſhall have Cauſe to bluſh at having injur'd you, in ſuſ- 

13 BW petting your Veracity ; but, added ſhe, you 

us WF know beſtif it will be in my power to make you Amends. 
——-Dupin made no other Anſwer to theſe Words than 

r- WW a low Bow; then proceeded to acquaint her how the 

in Duke had commanded him to prepare every thing neceſ- 

er i fary for their Nuptials as ſoon as he return'd, and, ad- 

at ded he, if there be any thing particular to be obſerved, 

of WW I ſhall be proud to receive your Directions. 

es No, ſaid Charlotta with an Air of Grandeur, I ſhall 

er follow the Example of my Lord Duke, and leave the 

d Care of what is to be done to you. Aſter this he left the 

25 

0 

, 

0 


Room laughing within himſelf at the ſtately Behaviour ſhe 
aſſumed. The Truth is, ſhe fo firmly believed ſhe was 
going to be a Woman of Quality, that, like moſt rais'd 
above their Hopes, ſhe ſomewhat over- acted her Part. 
u After this he waited on her in the moſt obſequious 
— © manner every Day to know her Commands, and on her 
it aſking him from time to time what Progreſs he had 
e made in executing the Duke's Commands, and how, and 
E BF where the Ceremony of their Marriage was to be per- 
u FF form'd? Who were to be preſent, and whether private- 
dh or with Pomp? To all which Queſtions he found ſuch 
n Anſwers as ſatisfied her Vanity. 
t For ten Days Charlotta indulg'd herſelf in an Ideal 
; Happineſs—ſhe thought of nothing, but how well ſhe ſhould 


lool lolling in a Coach and Six, with her LES 
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fore and behind in rich Liveries ; and how the Populace MW co 
would admire her as ſhe paſo'd; but at the Expiration of W be 
that Time, Din preſents her with a Letter, which he le 
faid he had juſt receiv'd, encloſed in one to himſelf, from Not 
the Duke. She haſtily open'd it, and found it contain'd, W Þ 
as near as I can remember, theſe Word: : tl 


To my dear and moſ! adorable Charlutta. 


I WON'T trouble you with the Concern I was in, 
that I could not myſelf be the Meſſenger of the 
News, which was what you ſo much wifh'd to hear 
Dupin has doubtleſs inform'd ou I thought I had 
done with making 'Tryals of your Love; but there is 
one to come which it was not poſſible for me to forſee. 

— The King has commanded me to D——on a 
particular Affair, and I know not how long J may be de- 
tain'd ; as I am impatient till I do Jultice to your Virtue, 
I beg you will meet me there, under the Conduct of 
the faithful Dupin, who has my Commands to make 
both the Voyage and Journey, as little fatiguing to you 
as poſſible —_——Farewel, my Charmer, your Guar- 
dian Angel protect you, and bring you ſafe once more 


into the Arms of him, who never can be but . 
Tours, : 
The Duke De N 4 


It muſt be confeſs'd ſuch a Letter join'd to what Du- 
pin had told her, the Homage he had paid her ſince the 
Duke's Departure, 4nd the fine Things he daily bought 
for her, were enough to deceive a young Woman of more 
Penetration. She made not the leaſt Heſitation; 
and when the time arriv'd that all things were ready 
for their Departure, left Huntainbleas with a Chearful- 
neſs befitting her ſuppos'd Condition. 

They travelled in a handſome manner to the Port 
where ſhe was to embark, and a Veſſel being ready, 
they immediately went on board. 


Carlotta 
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Charlotta was ſcarce ſeated in her Cabbin before Dupin 
counterfeiting the utmoſt Vexation, cry'd out, what has 
bewitch'd me am certainly mad———] have 
left a Box of Writings behind me in the Inn, that are 
of the utmoſt Coniequence. I durit not look the 
Puke in the Face without them I am, undone if 
they cannot put off the Buat, that I may go back for 
them with theſe Words he ran up on the Deck; 
and ſoon after, on her enquiring for him, the Sailors 
told her he was gone on ſhore. 

As ſhe had not the leaſt Suſpicion, ſhe gave herſelf no 
trouble about it, till Night coming on, and no Dupin' 
returning, ſhe began to be under Apprehenſions that he 
was detain'd by ſome croſs Accident, which might re- 
tard her Voyage : She laid herſelf down, however, on 
the Bed prepared for her, and, perhaps, dreamt not of 
the wretched Condition ſhe was in; but what became of 
her, when early in the Morning ſhe found by the Mo- 
uon of the Ship that it was under Sail; ſhe calld for 
the Captain, and demanded the Reaſon of his weighing 
Anchor before Dupin came back. Becauſe, anſwer'd the 
ſurly Fellow, I had not a Mind to wait till Doomſday. 
Such a Reply, and Looks fo different in all 
their Faces, from thoſe ſhe had been received with on 
her coming on board, had Reaſon to alarm her, 
She went on Deck, and complain'd of this Uſage to one, 
and to another, on which ſome {neer'd as in Deriſion, 
and others ſhook their Heads; but none vouchſafed to give 
her any Satisfaction, till the Mate, more humane than 
the reit, ſaid to her, I find you are inſenſible of your 
Condition. You expected the Mlonſieur who brought 
e ou hither would kave returned, but he has ceceived you, 
t lie never intended it. — He contracted only for your Paſ- 
e Wire; fo ſince Things are as they are, 'tis beſt for you 
s be as eaſy as you can. Horror and Amazement then 
ed the Soul of this unhappy Creature — ke 
i= WW found ſhe was betray'd, and wanting to know the Par- 

ticulars of her Misfortune, aſked him many Queſtions, 

't MW wiich he had not in his power to anſwer; all he could 
„ Muatorm her of was, that Dein had agreed with the Cap- 
tam 
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tain to take her to St. Lucia, whether the Ship was bound; 
and to leave her there without any regard to the En- 
treaties ſhe might make. To Sr. Lucia! cry'd Char- 
fotta, it cannot be what ſhall I do there 
my Buſineſs is at D—— 1 tell yon that you are deceived, 
reſumed he, for what Reaſon I don't pretend to ſay. 
A Though I can gueſs pretty near the Matter 
too, I believe. — I ſuppoſe Monſieur has made you ſome 
Promiſes he don't mean to keep, and ſo takes this Me- 
thod to ſend you out of the Way———but you need not 
be diſheartened, you'll live well enough when you come 
to St. Lucia. O Heaven! ſaid ſhe, but why do I call 


on Heaven Heaven has abandon'd me. 


this World is Hell and Men are the Fiends- ſhe 
could no more Rage and Grief ſtopp'd the Paſ- 
ſage of her Words, and at laſt deprived her of 
Breath ſhe fell motionleſs at the Feet of thoſe who 
Rood gaping at her Deſpair———they threw Water on 
her Face, and endeayour'd in their rude way to bring 
her to herſelf ; but when ſhe recover'd, it was but to 
burſt into Exclamations. The Captain bid his 
Men take her into the Cabbin and leave her to herſelf; 
ſaying her ſtanding there hinder'd the working of the 
Ship————on this ſome of them took hold of her, 
and were about to force her down the Stairs ; but ſhe 
ſprung from them, and crying out, I will not go where 
they would have me. Tel! Dupin and his villainous 
Maſter, that my Ruin was not worth half the Pains 
they have taken. She had no ſooner ended theſe Words, 
than caſting her Eyes wildly round, ſhe flung herſelf 
over the ſide of the Ship, and was immediately ſwal- 
lowed up by the Wayes. 

My Mother could not refrain weeping, while ſhe re- 
peated this ſad Cataſtrophe of Charlotta's Fate, nor was 
T leſs moved at hearing it. O Heaven! cryed I, what 
could the ungrateful Duke and his wicked Valet de 
Chambre think of themſelves, for ſuch an Action? 

Pl} tell you Child, reſumed ſhe ; ſome time paſt over 
without any News of the unhappy Charlotta; her Fa- 


ther was like a Man diltratted——he ſoon found * 
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had never been at the Dutcheſs de ,, he ſought 
her far and near, but Dupin had taken ſuch care to keep 
all things ſecret, that no Intelligence could be had, till 
about two Years after as near as I can remember, the 
Duke happening to be again in theſe Parts, Dapin who 
ſill lived with him, was ſuddenly ſeized with an unac- 
countable kind of Frenzy he raved on Charlotta - talk'd 
to her, as if ſhe had been preſen. Cry d ou 
it was not my Fault that you threw yourſelf overboard 
J did not adviſe you to that, tho' I did to leave your 
Father With ſuch like Exclamations did he run about 
the Country tearing his Cloaths —and terrify- 
ing all he met with his Wildneſs. He was at length 
ſeized, and proper Remedies being applied he returned to 
ſome Degree of Reaſon, but it was but by Intervals, in 
ſome of which he confeſſed not only to the Prieſt, but 
many more Witneſſes, that he had ſent Charlatta away 
in the Manner I have related, and that on the Return of 
the Ship, having been informed what her Deſpair had 
made her guilty of, he had ever ſince been haunted with 
her Spirit Sleeping, or waking, ſaid he, ſhe is 
ever before my Eyes————there——there ſhe ſtands 
would he frequently cry out, and then fall again into 
his former Ravings, in one of which Fits he died. 
Whither this miſerable Wretch really ſaw any thing, 
or conſcious Guilt made him imagine he did fo, has been 
the Occaſion of much Diſpute, but the dreadful way 
in which he periſt'd, was ſhocking to the whole 
Country.—'T'was rumour'd alſo that the Duke was much 
diſturbed, 'tis certain he grew very melancholly, but 
there needed not an Apparition to remind him that the 
Ruin of an innocent Perſon is a Crime, which not all 
the Faſhionableneſs of it can excuſe The Deaths of 
5 Charlotta and Dupin were but too {ad Demonſtrations of 
it this Truth; and tho' he was far from contriving, or even 
e knowing till it was too late, the Means which Dupin 
made uſe of to eaſe him of the Importunities of the 
poor undone, Charletta, yet by permitting him to put in 
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her, and afterwards leaving her to his Diſpoſal, he 
could not but think himſelf guilty, and conſequently 
malt feel the moſt Ringing Remorſe. 

Juſt as my Mother had concluded this melancholly 
Narrative, a Neighbour came in to ſee us, and prevented 
the Remarks ſhe would otherwiſe have made upon it, 
as was her Cuſtom whenever ſhe related any thing to 
me, ſhe deſired I ſhould keep in Mind; and this perhaps 
was the Cauſe, together with the Heedlefineſs of my Hu- 
mour, that it made not an immediate Impreſſion on me, 
tho' in a very ſhort Time after, it came ſtrong upon my 
Thoughts, and I began to think there was a Poſſibility 
of its being applicable to myſelf. 

Three Days were paſt ſince my accoſting the Marquis 
in the Foreſt —1 was ſtill taken up with that Adven- 
ture — I forgot not that he had promiſed to contrive a 
Way to fee me, and thinking nothing leſs than that he 
would break his Word, imagined he was coming .on eve- 
ry little Noite I heard, and preſently the Colour fluſh'd 
imo my Face, my Heart flutter'd, a Thrilling ran thro' 
all my Veins, and I was in a manner quite out of 
my ſelf. h ; 

"The fourth Day convinced me I had not been de- 
ceived in my Expectations : I was at Mattins when the 
Sound of Horſes from without made every body turn 
their eyes to the Church-Door My Curiolity was 
at leaſt equal to the reſt, and immediately I ſa tlie 
Marquis himſeif enter, and with an Air ſo grand, ſo 
noble, ſo enchanting, that all I had conceived of an 
Angel was ſhort of what I now in reality behe'd 
The whole Congregation appear'd ſurprized and charmed; 
I found mylelt ſeized with ſomewhat, to which I then 
knew nct how to give a Name —— a Confu- 
fion a Hurry of Spirit an Alarm which was 
painful and pleaſing to me at the ſame Time. He 


ſoon diſtinguiſhed me from the Croud————his Eyes 
met mine, and ignorant as I was, I thought had ſome- 
what in them, that ſeemed to confirm what he had ſaid 


'The 


to me in the Forelt, 


. 
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The Marks of Diſtinction that appear'd about him, 
had no leſs Influence on the Curate than Congregation— 
he preſently ſent to invite him into the Choir———aa -* 
eaſy Chair was brought for him, and the Place cleared 
of all the Country-People. This gave me an infinite 
Satisfaction, and I think I could not have been much 
more elevated, had all theſe Honours been paid to my- 
ſelt- its certain I was all the Time of Maſs, in a 
Situation which it is impoſſible to deſcribe, and never 
had ſaid my Prayers with ſo little Devotion. 

Divine Service was no ſooner over, than the 
retired, bat ſtopping in the middle of the Church, and 
fixing his Eyes on me whiſpered ſomething to a Perſon 
who walk'd near him, and who alſo look'd earneſtly up- 
on me; then raiſing his Voice as he went out, ſtay in 
this Village, faid he, till my Retinue arrives: I ſhall 
dine at the Caſtle, and in the Afternoon ſee what Diver- 
ſion the Field affords. 

It pleaſed me to hear how he intended to diſpoſe of 
himſelf, but was equally concerned at his Departure, tho 
I knew not the Cauſe I was fo———-1 had not Power 
to take my Eyes off him till he took Horſe, and when 
he did ſo, he made me a low Bothe Girls 
who were with me look'd one upon another de, 
{aid one of them, how complaiſant theſe Courtiers are 
when does any of our young Men take ſuch Notice of 
us — Axe, but cries another, did you mind how hand- 
ſome he is——one would twear his very Eyes could 
ſpeak I ſaid nothing to all this, but my Heart 
ſpoke a thouſand Admirations as we were walking 
on, the Perſon to whom the Marquis had whiſper'd, 
and who we found afterwards was his Gentleman, min- 
ped with my Companions; how do you paſs your Time 

re on Sundays, ſaid he, do you dance, or walk in the 


Woods ? for theſe I ſuppoſe are all the Diverſions this 


Place affords, Sometimes one, and fometimes another, 


anſwer'd ihe he addreſſed to, but continued ſhe one would .- 
take you to have been born in the Country, you know: ö 


the Cuſtoms of it ſo well. You are right, replyed he, 
notwithſtanding theſe fine Cloaths, I am country- born 
Vol. I. C | Ree © 
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as you are, but ſince I have had the Honour to ſerve my 
Lord Marquis, I have a perfect Averſion for all Places 
but Paris-—O ! there is nothing like a 1 own-Lite, eſ- 
pecilly with ſuch a noble Gentleman as my Maſter 
1 look upon my Fortune as good as made, for he has 
promiſed to do handſomely for me, and he never breaks 
his Word. he is all Sincerity, Courteſy and Dil- 
cretior we find few like him now a Da 
He ſeems to be ſuch a one indeed, rejoyn'd the Girl. 
Ah, if you did but know him, ſaid he but I am 
wery much concerned about him of late, within theſe 
few Days he has been ſtrangely melancholly and 
thoughtful, what the Meaning is 1 know not, but he is 
never out of the Saddle, yeſterday did we ride about the 
Woods here from Morning to Night——l ſhould be 
very ſorry if any thing ſhould have made him take a 
Diſlike to Paris; but ſomewhat more than ordinary I 
am ſure has happened, to make him love Solitude ſo well, 
who uſed to be never out of Company. 

All this Time be never ſpoke one Sy llable to me, but 
as we came pretty near Home, I perceived he had a 
Paper in his Hand, which, by a Sign he made, I imagin'd 
was intended for me, | reſolved to try at leaſt, and let 
fall my Handkerchief, which he preſently took up, 
and had the Dexterity to Yip the Letter with it into 
my Hand, unperceived by any of my Companions. By 
the Manner in which I received this Billet, any body 
would think it had not been the firſt by a great many, 

yet ſo ingenious does Love make his Voraries, tho' I 
Then "A ſuſpected myſelf to be ſuch, that poor inno- 
rent ſimple Country-Girl, as I then was, I acted the 
fame Part a Woman bred in Town, and accuſtomed ta 
Intrigue would have done, 

On my opening my Letter, I was terribly at a Loſs 
for the Contents my Mother, indeed, had taught 
me to read Print, but Manuſcript was not intelligible to 
me I knew not what to do in this Caſe, at firſt I 
thought of ſhewing it to a Schoolmaſter that lived in the 
Village, but he was acquainted with my Father, and I 
gurſt not hazard his betraying me.——At laſt I found 

out 
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out an Expedient, which I can never remember without 
_— and for a Girl of my Age and bringing up, 


had in it ſomewhat ſurprizing enough. ' 

Among the Number of thoſe who pretended to ad- 
mire me was one Cellin the Son of a Wood-Merchant, 
for whom my Father work'd : He was a young Fellow 
who had nothing diſagreeable in his Perſon, and was di- 
ſtinguiſhed by his Wealth above molt of his Condition; 
to add to this, his Behaviour, tho' far from polite, was 
leſs ruſtick than the greateſt Part of our Villagers — 
Such as he was, however, the Regard he teſtifyed for 
me, drew on me the Envy of all the young Girls in 
the Neighbourhood, and I had not been a little pleaſed 
at the Preference he gave me, tho? ſince I had ſeen 
the Marquis I neither took Pride nor Pleaſure in his 
Addreſſes ; and having found there was ſomething in me 
worthy of being taken Notice of by the great World. 
began to think 1 ſhould be guilty of an Injuſtice to my- 
felf, if I permitted (any farther than my Circumſtances 
oblig'd me) the Society of theſe Clods of Earth, as I 
now call'd them. O the Vanity of a flatter'd 
Girl! What ridiculous Ideas rite in the youthful 
Brain before Reaſon, or to ſpeak more properly, Ex- 
perience convinces us we are not what they would 
make us believe they think us but to return. 

It was this very C2/iz J pitch'd upon to read to me, 
and to anſwer, if Occahon required, the Marquis's Letter: 
an Opportunity ſoon offer' d: He came to bring me ſome 
fine Flowers, I being at that time paſſionately fond of 
Nolegays, which I accepted of then with more Civility, 
than 1 had done for ſome Days paſt: He was quite tran 
ſported to fee a Smile upon my Face: How charming you 
look to-day, Jeanette, ſaid he, your Eyes are killing 
bright. O! what a Shape! purſued be, taking 
me round the Waiſt, Forbear, cry'd I, puſhing him 
from me, cannot you be ſatisfied with ſpeaking to me; 
but your Hands mult alſo be employ'd you ſpoil'd 


me one Apron laſt Sunday, and I ſuppoſe you intend to 
ſerve this the ſame way. I was to blame, indeed, anſwer'd 


he, he who breaks the Glaſſes ought to pay for — 
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will make you a Prolent of an Apron, the next time 
J go to Town, Ill br {ure to buy one for you. That's 
not what I concern elf about ar preterr, ſaid I, you 
mult do a Favour for me. il do you Fifty, cry'd he, 
ard ſhall be proud you wi!! command me. Well then, 
faid I, we'll take a Turn in that Grove yonder, and I 
can tell you the Buſine!s without being interrupted ; 
how happy am I, ſaid Ce/in, ah! Teanetta ! indeed, I 
love you, and I begin to hope you will make me ſome 
return if it were once come to that you'd 
fee what I would do Tis true you have no Por- 
tion, but no matter 'tis not Money that makes 
Feople bappy you are as fair as Alablaſter; have 
Eyes as piercing as a Moule, and are as ſtrait as a 
Pine, that is Portion enough my Father, indeed, 
may not happen to think as I do; but what if he does 
not, he ſhall hear Reaſon, or I'll leave him and go to 
the Army, as many a young Man has done, that has 
been cro!sd in Love. All this, faid 1, is nothing to 
my preient Bufircs : Will you promite me to keep a 


Sectet, end to ſk no Queittons? Ay, you don't know 


me, I find, rerly'd he, do you think I cannot keep a 
Lectet why I have kent an hundred in my time 
i neſs the other Day you muſt under- 
fand, I catch'd Mattbeab's Wife and fat George very 
Coe torether in a Corner ſhe made me promiſe 


| there would be fine doings 


not to tell her Hu band 
if could not keep a Secret. For that reaſon, ſaid I, 
{ k2ye made Choice of you in this Affair a Friend 
of mine has receiv'd- a Letter; but as ſhe can't read, 
nor I neither, ſhe defired me to aſk you to examine 
the Contents, and get an Anſwer wrote, in Caſe it ſhould 
require one. Well, well, that's ſoon done, cry'd Colin, 
taking it out of my Hand; but, hark you, Feanetta, is it 
from the Gentleman in Red, that I ſaw talking with 
two or three of you before your Door? Ves, anſwer'd 
I. that's well, reſumed he, for to tell you the Truth, I 
Cas a little ruffled to ſee ſuch a Spark _ you; but 
lince tis not you, J don't Care who elſe he loves. No, 
ro, ſaid I, he never ſpoke 2 ſingle Word to me; _ 


— 
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I am ſenſible of, anſwer'd Celia, for I was not far off, 


and watch'd him pretty narrowly but let's ee 
what he ſays here. He then read as follows : 


To the Fair Maid of the Foreſt. 


HIS is the only Means by which F can acquaint 

my charming Dreature, how deep an Impreſſion 
her Beauty and Innocence has made on me———the firit 
Moment I beheld you, my Heart was entirely devoted 
to you ; and in hopes of a ſecond Interview at the ſame 
Place, have been almoſt continually on Horſeb ac 
at laſt I bethought me of your Pariſh Church, and come 
to pay my Adoration to my earthly Deity. mall 
not ſpeak to you at preſent, but will find an Opportuni- 
ty for it, ſo as the Motive may not be ſuſpected. All 
that I beg is, that you will not oppoſe what 1 ſhall kere- 
after contrive for your Advantage, and to ſhew, Which 
tis impoſſible for Words to do, how very much 1 love 
you, Tours. 


It cannot be doubted but that I liſtened to what he 
read with the teſt Attention: Indeed, it ſeem' d as if 
my whole [36 collected in my Ears, and fo fear- 
ful was I of forgetting, or miſtaking the leaſt Word, 
that I made him repeat the whole Letter over and over ; 
and the oftner I heard it, the more my Satisſaction en- 
creas'd : Colin obſerved it in my Eyes, and took notice 
of it to me; but I turned it off ſaying, I am thinkmg 
how happy this Girl is to have ſuch a Perſon in love 
with her he ſeems to be ſincere in what he 
writes, and I think ſhe ought to encourage his Ad- 
dreſſes. Aye, certainly, aniwer'd. he, Coquettry and 
Overcoyneſs ſpoils many a good Match "tis a 
filly thing for a Maid to play faſt and looſe, as one may 
call it, with a young Man there is nothing like 
telling one's mind at once. But then J ſrealc 
only of our honeſt Country Lads, for as for the Town 
Blades, a Maiden had need be careful of the main 
Chance. 
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That's true, anſwer'd I, and being weary of this 
Talk, left him under Pretence of acquainting the Git! 
with the Contents of her Letter; but, indeed, to in- 
dualge myſelf with running over the tender things in it. 
got to a retired Corner and threw myſelf on 
the Grass, where I fell into one of thoſe Reſveries which 
ae ſo properly called the Day Dreams of a Mind in 
Love I had heard of ſeveral Country Maids, 
whoſe Beauty had raiſed them to great Fortunes ; and the 
Praiſes had been given me, made me imagine there re- 
quired not a Miracle to render me as happy as I could 
wiſh. I therefore reſolv'd to anſwer the Marquis's Letter; 
but the ſhame of owning I could not write gave me ſome 
Diſquiet : Thedefire I had of continuing a Correſpondence 
with him, however, overcame all Obſtacles, and when 
J had ſtay'd long enough for Colin to believe, I had 
deen talking to this ſuppoſed Friend, I returned to him, 
and carried Pen, Ink, and Paper with me. , 
Come Colin, ſaid I, we have no time to loſe —ſhe 
will have the Letter anſwer'd immediately, and has gi- 
ven me Directions how ſhe will have it done.—He then 
took the Paper out of my Hand, and we both fitting down. 
at the Foot of a Tree, he made a Deſk of his Hat, and 
tnen aſc'd me what he ſhould ſay why ſays I, 
me would have you tell him that 
She is not ſo vain as to imagine he can be ſo much in 
love with her as he pretends, that in ſpite of her mean 
Education, ſhe is not inſenſible of the great Diſpropor- 
tion there is between them, nor of the Difficulties that 
would attend the Paſſion he ſeems deſirous to create in 
her; but yet ſhe could wiſh, tho' ſhe can give na Rea- 
ſon for it, that he were ſincere in what he ſays ——- 
that ſhe has never been taught to write, and is oblig'd 
to have recourſe to a Friend to anſwer his Letter ; but 
weill not run any ſuch Hazards any more for fear of a 
Diſcovery. 
I will write no ſuch thing, cry'd Colin, interrupting 
me———why fo, ſaid I, becauſe, reply'd he, then 
| you'll have no farther Occaſion for me. Piſh, 


-xclumed I, ſhe will have it fo therefore, _ ; 
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be a Fool, but write on 
before we have made an End. 

He comply'd at lat, and concluded the Epiſtle with 
a grateful Acknowledgment for the Kindneſs expreſs'd in 
that, to which this was an Anſwer. 

put the Letter into my Boſom, and to recompence 
Colin for the Trouble I had given him permitted him to 
go Home with me. I knew alſo that my Mother would 
he very well pleaſed to fee me fo accompanied for ſhe 
had a view in encouraging his Addreſſes, and deſi red no- 
_ more than that his Father ſhould be of the ſame 
Mind. 


we may be ſurpriz d elſe, 


The little Inclination I had to be with him, how- 
ever, made me glad when the time of Veſpers arrived; 
and I went to Church, not without ſome hope, that L 
ſhould there have an Opportunity of delivering it, which 
happened accordingly. I had not been there three Mi- 
nutes before the Marquis's Valet de Chambre came and 
knelt juſt behind me my Heart exulted with a 
ſecret Joy, even at the fight of him, and Love inſpired 
me with the dexterity to ſlip my Paper into his Hand 
unſeen by any who were preſent. 

When Prayers were over I ſaw no more of him; but 
J return'd Home no leſs proud of my own Conduct in 
this Intrigue, than with the Intrigue itſelf. 1 fan- 
cied I was now capab'e of bringing any thing to pals 
I went about, and that my Wit was not inferior to any 
of my Sex—the Truth is, I was an apt Scholar in the 
School of Love, and ſoon became a Proficicat in its 
moſt abſtruſe Leſſons. 

My Father being come from his Work, we were go- 
ing to fit down to Supper, when the Marquis's Valet de 
Chambre, accompanied by the Mayor and Curate, 
came into our Houſe. I trembled at the fight of them, 
and thought of nothing but being diſcover'd, happy was 
it for me that the ſurprize of ſeeing ſuch Viſitors, pre- 
vented either my Father or Mother from taking notice 
of my Countenance at that time. Have not you q 
Daughter, ſaid the Valet to my Father, that goes ſomes 
vimes to the Foreſt to carry Refreſhment to the Work- 
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men? Yes, Monkheur, reply'd he, here ſhe is 
Come forward Feanetta, 12 he, how have you 
merited the Honour of ſuch good Company ? 

The Confuſion I was then in was too viſible; but was 
look'd upon only as the Effect of my Bafhfulneſs. Don't 
be alarm'd, fair Maid, faid the Valet, neither theſe 
Gentlemen nor myſelf come with any defign to your 
Prejudice; and tho' my Maſter the Marquis De L 
V „has an Order ſrom the King concerning you, 
we have nothing to inform you of, that will not be per- 
ſectly agreeable therefore, I beg, Madam, you 
will compoſe yourſelf. Teanetta's, at your Service, in- 
rerrupted my Father, we have no Gentlewomen in our 
Family; if you have not at preſent, ſaid the Curate 
gravely, you don't know but you may have. But let 
that pais, and thank Monfieur for the Pains he has taken 
to find your Daughter. We have been all round the 
Village we went to Jobs Le Meyn's your Goſ- 
ſip———then to Jane, Rau- and to Thomas at the 
Vire, not knowing but it might be ſome of their Daugh- 
ters, without once thinking of you but it ſeems 
we are right at laſt, and I am very glad of it. 

I was going to acquaint you, ſaid the Valet de Cham- 
bre, that my Lord Marquis commanded me to make 
Enquiry for a Girl, who was in the Road between this 
Village and the Foreſt laſt Vedneſday, when the Kin 
pais'd that way. The Cauſe of it is this: My one 
gave his Majeſty an Account of the extraordinary Sur- 
prize ſhe was ſeized with at fight of his Royal Perſon : 
Ard he was ſo wel! pleaſed with the ſweet Simplicity he 
deſcrib'd, that he has ſent a Gratuity by him. 
I know not how much, but imagine it muſt be ſome- 
thing worthy both of the Donor's Bounty, and the Per- 
{on's Greatneſs who is to be the Meſſenger but 
xou will fee in a ſhort time I will go and ac- 
quaint him that you are the Perſon he will be 
here himſelf. 

O! by no Means, cry'd my Mother, tranſported at. 
what ſhe heare that would be too great a ow: 

| 8 % 


4 i "0" +S . 1 2 % 4 
* "a, — 2 2 8 — 1 LSD _ a * * 3 


— 


— - 2 2 


— 4 r — * > 44 rr YE —- 
N all ©. _—_ | man TY ö 


* 


Virgin's Liclory. 33 


ble——— will take her to wait upon him alas ! We 
have not a Place to receive ſuch a Perſon. 

The Curate and Mayor approv'd of what ſhe faid ; 
bat that not ſuiting with the Marquis's deſign, the Valet 
de Chambre readily anſwer'd, that ſuch a Reſpect would 
be improper in this Affair. My Lord, ſaid he, is en- 
truſted with the Execution of the King's Order, and will 
not ſwerve the leaſt Tittle from his Inſtructions. {ll 
let him know I have ſucceeJed in my Enquiry, which 
he will be very glad to hear, as he is a Man whoſe 
chief Delight is in Acts of Generoſity. 

With theſe Words he left us, followed by the Mayor 
and Curate, the latter of whom, overjoy'd to be con- 
cern'd in any Affair where the King's Name was men- 
tion'd, ſtroak'd me over the Face, crying, be a good 
Girl, Feaneita, and God will raiſe you Friends. 

My Parents were both of them in a perfe& Extaſy at 
what had happen'd. Scarce could they ſpeak, the 
Joy ſo unexpected an Honour had overwheim'd them 
with the Neighbours, ſeeing who came in had 
been upon the Watch, came in, and in their Faſhion con- 
gratulated us on this Occaſion, tho' I could ſee they 
envy'd it thro' all their Compliments. As to my Bro- 
ther and Siſter who never lov'd me, they ill ſo diſguiſed 
their Diſcontent, that my Father perceiv*d-it, and chid 
them pretty ſeverely. As he did not want Senſe he 
began to ſee into the little Jealouſies of their Tempers,. * 
and was determined to give henceforward leis Ear than 
he had done to their Complaints. The Girl has been al- 
ways lacky from her Birth, ſaid he to the Neighbours - 
and, indeed, ſhe is gooi-natur'd enough, and modeſt, 
and I hope with God's Grace, and the reverend Fa- 
ther's good Advice, ſhe may come to ſomething in 

i me, | 
While my Father was talking to theſe People, I had 
Opportunity to make my little Reflections on this Ad- 
venture: 1 had not fo little Penetration as not to ſes 
it was owing to my Letter to the Marquis, and no 
moe than a Pretence for ſeeing me often without Suſpi⸗ 
con; and, perhaps, with a View of doing ſomething for 
C5 me, 
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me, which, however, vain as I was, I durſt not yet in- 
dulge the Hope of. The Idea of it would notwithſtand- 
ing all my Efforts riſe in my Mind, and I hi. ve catch'd 
myſelf at ſaying, how happy would be my addreſſing 
this charming Marquis, if he ſhould one Day make 
me his Wife ; but then I repell'd this, as it then ap- 
rd even to me, wild and preſumptuous Notion, and I. 
zeflected that if all this Pains ſhould be taken to ſeduce 
me, how wretched I ſhould be————Charletia's un- 
happy Fate came now into my Head, with all the pre- 
vious Circumſtances which brought on her Undoing ; 
and I made that Moment a firm Reſolution within my- 
telt to be more wary, and whatever Temptations ſhould 
ariſe, never to ſwerve from the Paths of Virtue ; but as 
oken as I found my Heart giving way to Weaknels to 
call in the Aſſiſtance of that unerring Guide. 
Thank Heaven which has enabled me to do it, I have ever 
ſince cor ſtantly adhered to this Maxim, and it is to 
that alone I am indebted for the good Fortune I enjoy. 
I was in the midſt of theſe Cogitations when they ſaid. 
the Marquis. was coming —the Counteſs De N——my 
Godmother was with him, and they were followed by a 
great deal of Company, who happened to be that Day- 
at the Caſtle. He had to'd them what happened on my 
ſeeing the King, and the Preſent his Majeſty had order'd 
me by his Hand; but carefully conceal'd the Tendernels 
he in that Inſtant had taken for me, aud which put him 
on deſcribing my loyal Tranſports, in ſuch intereſting 
Terms, as id. his Majeſty under a kind of Obligation 
to make me ſome Acknowledgment ———all the il- 
luſtrious Company were charm'd with his Recital, and 
begg'd leave to be Witneſſes in what manner I would be- 
have on this Occaſion. Ihe Counteſs then told them I 
was her God-daughter ; and the Marquis De I | 
H—— Father to the young Nobleman then preſent 
was my Godfather which Diſcovery gave him a ſe- 
cfet Pleaſure, and was afterwards a good Pretenee for 
giving me ſo many Tokens of his Love and Generofity,.. 

under kis Father's Name. 
As 
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As the Company drew near we all advanced to meet 
them, and the Counteſs no ſooner ſaw me, than ſhe 
cry'd out, come hither, my dear Feanetta ; I am over- 
joy'd that you begin ſo early to experience good For- 
tune don't be aſham'd, continued ſhe, we know 
you have had no other Education than ſuch a Villageaf- 
fords———then turning to the Marquis, how do you- 
like my God-daughter,my Lord, ſaid ſhe, ſhe is quite un- 
poliſh'd as yet; but with a little modelling ſhe may make 
a tollerable Figure enough. Indeed, Madam, replied 
the Marquis, 1 think her perfectly agreeable, and that 
ſhe wants but a very little Inſtruction to render her as 
accompliſh'd, as your Ladyſhip could wiſh. 

After this every one had ſomething to ſay in my Praiſe 
one extoll'd my Beauty——-one my Shape 
the Neatneſs of my Country Habit plea, d another 
in fine, they all ſeem'd to vie who ſhould commend 
me moſt As much as it delighted me to hear 
ſuch fine Things ſaid of me, I was now ſs over 
whelm'd with Confuſion, that I could not lik up my 
Eyes, which my Father perceiving, ſaid they but jeſted 
with their humble Servant, that I was infinitely obliged: 
for the Honour they did; but he hoped I knew my” 
Unworthineſs too well, to imagine I merited any Part of 
this Goodneſs. My Mother added ſomething to the ſame 
Purpoſe ; while J ſtood all the time with my Head 
down, as though I wanted a Prop for my Chin, and I 
believe a Perſon capable of receiving them in the moſt 
eleganc manner, could not have given them half che 
datis faction that my aukward Behaviour did on this Occa«- 
ſion. : 

The Marquis pitied me from his Heart; as he has 
ſince told me, rs advancing toward me with the ſame 
Reſpect, as he would have approach'd a Dutcheſs ; lovely 
Maid, ſaid he, the King has commanded me. to preſent: 
you with this Purſe of. Louis d Ort, as a ſmall Compli- 
ment for the Pleaſure you teftified at him, an. Account 
of which happening to be given him. 1 am extremely: 
glad his Majeſty. employ'd me on this Oecaſion, as Ma- 
dam s informs me, my Fathes was your God 
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father, and I doubt not but he will be highly ſatisfied 
when I relate this Adventure to him. 

I am very certain he will, anſwer'd the Counteſs ; but 
Feanetta, purſued ſhe, what Acknowledgments do you 
make to my Lord Marquis for all the Trouble he has 
given himſelf about you? I then curtſied very low, and 
thanked him, but in ſo low and faultring a Voice, that I 
believe no body knew what I ſaid, nor, indeed, could I 
well tell myſelf, ſo great was my Agitation at that Time. 
Poor Thing, cry'd my God-mother, ſhe 1s quite 
daunted, yet I cannot forbear adding a little to her Con- 
tuſionobſerve now——this ſhe ſpoke in a half Whiſ- 
per to the Marquis; but ſo as I heard it———then turn- 
ing ta me, well Feanetta, continued ſhe, let us know 
what you will do with all this Money ? my Lord here 
tells me there are 30 Louis d'Ors in that Purſe—1I ſhall 
be glad to hear what Uſe you will put it to? 

Since you are pleas'd to command me, Madam, re- 
ply'd 1, I chink the beſt Uſe I can put it to is to give 

u my Mother. That's well faid, cry'd the Counteſs, 
How, interrupted the Marquis haſtily, will you reſerve 
nothing for yourſelf. I don't want any Thing, my 
Lord, anſwer'd I, not having Courage to look him in 
the Face, I ſhail only deſire ſhe will have me taught to 
write, that 1 may be able to let her know my Thoughts, 
it ever I ſhould be ſeparated from her. 

This Nobleman was charm'd with my Anſwer, which 
he comprended the meaning of perfectly well by the Let- 
ter that Colin wrote for me——Ah ! Madam ! cry'd he 
to the Counteſs, what can be more Praiſe-worthy than 
this Deſire of Improvement! How barbarous would it 
be to neglect cultivating a Mind, which ſeems to want no- 
thing but Care to render it as ſparkling as her Eyes. 
F am of your Mind, Marquis, aniwer'd ſhe, and I 
think I will do ſomething too for the King to be in- 
form'd of. She {poke theſe Words laughing, and then 
tuning to me, Jeauctia, laid ſhe, ſhould you like to 
tive with me; [t you ſhould, I' take you Home 
with me this very Evening, and you ſhall learn to write, 
and <very thing elle you can dere. — What do you 
ay 
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ſay———are you willing to go? On this I turned my 
Eyes on my Mother, and ſaid, I beg you will inſtruct me 
in what manner I ſhall anſwer the great Goodneſs of her 
Ladyſhip ; for I ſhall always be directed by you. * 

It is not to be doubted, but both my Parents looked 
on ſuch an Offer as the greateſt Honour and Happineſs 
could befall me, and accepted it with Joy and Humi- 
lity——well then, ſaid the Counteſs, from this Moment. 
I take Charge of her, and will endeavour to make her 
worthy of the Notice his Majeſty has taken of her 
Come, Feanetta, continued ſhe, bid your Friends adieu, 
and follow me; with theſe Words ſhe turned away, 
and all the Company followed her. 

Here I felt the force of Nature, not the Honour done 
me, not all the Elegancies of Lite I was going to partake 
of, and which my Heart was fond of, not even the Hope 
of ſeeing the Marquis often, could over-power the ten- 
der Sorrows of parting from my Mother and Family, 
I fell upon her Boſom and wept bitterly ; but my Father 
chid this Folly, as he term'd it in me, and told me I 
rather ought to rejoice, and thank Providence for hav- 
ing provided for me in ſo unexpected a Manner, and fo 
far beyond all their Hopes. I was ſenſible of the 
Reaſonableneſs of what he ſaid, and compoſed myſelf as 
well as poſſible to follow the Counteſs, who was already 
gone a good Diſtance my Mother left not till 
we were near; nor then without charging mè to | 
in mind the Leſſons ſhe had given me, and which ſhe 
{aid, ſhe foreſaw I ſhould have Occaſion for I put 
into her Hands the Purſe I had received from the Mar- 
quis, and ſhe told me ſhe would buy with Part of the 
Money a handſome Garment for me, and ſome other 
Neceſſaries, and ſend them after me to the Caſtle. 

The Marquis during the time of my taking leave 
had frequently look'd back, and no ſooner ſaw I was 
alone than he retired a few Paces to join me. How 
happy am I, beautiful Fearetta, ſaid he, to have this 
Opportunity of ſpeaking to you, and to hope that I ſhall 
frequently renew that Satisfaction. wiſh you 


could be ſenũble of what 1 have ſuffer'd fince I a you 
: in 
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in the Foreſt, and the many Stratagems I have form'd 
for ſeeing you, before I could find any befitting my Cha- 
tacter or yours, to put in practice. | 
I am as ſenhble, my Lord, reply'd I, of all your 
Goodneſs, as I am of my own Unworthineſs ; and if I 
do not thank you as J ought, impute it to my want 
of Capacity, and the Converſation I have hitherto had, 
which being only with Perfons of my own Station, may 
very well render me confuſed when about to talk with 
one of yours. But I hope when I have been ſome time 
with my God-mother, I ſhall know how to behave bet- 
ter. 
You have a great deal of Wit, anſwer'd the Marquis, 
and I doubt not but a very little Education will make 
as bright a Woman, as any I know — but 
above all Things, my dear Feanetta, I would have you 
learn to diſtinguiſh between thoſe who may pretend to be 
your Friends, and thoſe Who really are ſuch ———1 
am very ſure none are more of the number of the lat- 
ter than myſelf, yet I do not wiſh you ſhould believe 
me without Proofs. You are beautifal, and will 
every Day become more ſfo——the Counteſs keeps a 
World of Company you will not be long with- 
out Admirers ; but, Feanetta, few Men of my Age think 
as I do—they may be ſincere when they ſay they 
love you ; but the End they propoſe will not be for your 
Honour if you litten to their Addrefles, you loſe me 
for ever. I have not time at preſent to explain 
what I mean ; but a little knowledge of the World, and 
the Paſſions of Mankind, will let you into part of it 
in the mean while, I would adviſe you to omit not 
which may endear you to the Counteſs: She is a very 
valuable Woman; and, making ſome few Exceptions, is 
a Pattern for you to imitate. You ſee, continued he, I 


do not treat you as a Child. ———- Pardon me, how- 
ever, that I take upon me to give you Leſſons; but the 

t ſhare I muſt bear in every thing that concerns you, 
makes me look forward into your Aﬀairs—ﬀ\R2eOne 
thing, purſued he, I had almoſt forgot, the Counteſs 
has a Daughter, who wanting your Charms will be 2 
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lous of the Admiration you will excite— ſhe has 
alſo a Son, a fine Gentleman; but his Notions with re- 
gard to your Sex, are altogether different from mine ; I 
dare ſay, however, he will be as little able to reſiſt your 
Beauty as myſelf———he will have continual Oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing you, and, perhaps, you will love him. 
i that ſhould happen, what will become of mel” 

I know not, ſaid I, what Love is: I have never been 
acquainted with any Trouble but when I ſaw my Fa- 
ther or Mother in Affliction, or my Brother and Siſter 
were peeviſh with me nothing but. your Genero- 
ſity towards me could -O] no more, cry'd he, 
of my Generoſity, I cannot bear you ſhould give that 
name to ſuch trifling Marks of my ever faithful Love 
and Friendſhip———you know me not as yet, Feanetta, 
when you do you will be ſenfible I can know no Hap- 
pineſs, but in Opportunities of teſtifying how much F 
love you. 

Bleſs me ! interrupted I ſmiling, you are always talk- 
ing to me of this ſame Love. I beſeech your 
Lordſhip ſay no more of it, till I know what it is, and 
whether a Maid ought to liſten to it. I will teach you 
what it is, reply'd he; no, no, my Lord, ſaid I, my 
Mother has always told me, *twas dangerous to, liſten to 
Men on that Subject; and that all they ſaid upon it was 
only to impoſe upon us. And I dare anſwer the Coun- 
teſs is of the ſame Mind. 

Take care, reply'd he, eagerly, that you do not let 
her ſuſpe& any thing of the Paſſion I have for u 
ſhe is a Lady tenacious of her power of pleaſing 
but I ſhall tell you more of that hereafte this, 
however, may ſuffice; ſhe would prevent my ſeei 
you, and on that Blefſing my Life depends. Ah! 
then, cry'd I, it muſt be a Crime, or you would not be 
ſo careful to conceal it. No, my deareſt Feanetta, I 
aſſure you it is far from being ſo, anſwer'd he, have 
more Confidence in me you never will have rea- 
ſon to repent it. 

I was about to reply, when the Counteſs turning about 
and ſeeing us together, call'd to me; upon our coming 
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up to her. How now, Jeanetta, ſaid ſhe, what Sub- 


je is the Marquis entertaining you with ? Not 
Love, I hope Remember you muſt ſet a guard 
upon your Ears whenever the Word is mention'd, it 
carries with it a kind of Poiſon that is ſometimes fatal. 
I aſſure your Ladyſhip, anſwer'd I, I am entirely ig- 
norant of any ſuch thing: My Lord Marquis has been 
diverting himſelf, with enquiring how we of the Vil- 
lage amuſe ourſelves, when we are not at Work, and I 
have given him the beſt Account I can. 
It is very true, ſaid he, this pretty Creature has given 
ſo natural a Deſcription of their Rural Pleaſures, that I 
think them preferrable to thoſe of the Town. The 
Counteſs fell a laughing, *and began to rally him on his 
new Taſte; and the reſt of the Company having all 
ſomething to ſay on the ſame Head, the — 
became general, till without perceiving it we arrived 
at the Caſtle. F 
The Counteſs was no ſooner in her Apartment, than 
ſhe call'd for Madamoiſelle Du Pare : She had formerly 
been her Woman; but of late Years had no other Em- 
yment than to controul her Ladyſhip, as well as the 
reſt of the Family: This Favourite was upwards of 
Fifty, was pale, lean, and very much wrinkled, of a 
wheedling Behaviour; till by ſeeming to think as the 
Perſon who entruſted her, ſhe got into the bottom of their 
Secrets, and then became a perfect Tyrant. Money 
alone could humanize her, and any Fault was excuſeable 
when ſhe was a gainer by it it was to this formal 
antiquated thing that I was given in Charge. I put my 
God-daughter wholly uncer your Care, faid the Coun- 
teſs, ſhe is good-natur'd, and no Fool all her Mis- 


fortune is want. of Education, which I don't doubt but 


ſhe will ſoon advance in by your Direction. I 
can tell you, purſued ſhe, that ſhe has been taken No- 
tice of by the King, and his Majeity has jult now ſent her 
Thirty Lewis D'Ors by the Hands of the young Mar 
quis De L 5 Thirty Lewis D*'Ors ! 


cry'd Madamoiſelle Du Pare, a very pretty Preſent upon 
my Word——and what has ſhe done with them. 
h Her 
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Her Duty and Affection to her Parents, reply'd her La- 
dyſhip, has prevail'd with her to give them all to her 
Mother. Fooliſh enough, ſaid the old Abigail with a 
Frown, could not I have them laid by for her. How 
does ſhe know what ſhe may want—ſure I could have 
taken care of ſuch a Sum for her. 'That's true, reſum'd 
the Counteſs, but we'll think no more of it I 
would have you get her taught to write in the firſt Place; 
and as ſoon as ſhe is a little Miſtreſs of her Pen, I'll 
take her to Yer/ai/les, and ſhe ſhall return the King 
Thanks in her own Hand-writing who knows but 
it may engage him to continue his Bounty to her. 
Right, Madam, cry'd my new Governeſs, that's an 
excellent Thought in your Ladyſhip. All this time 
I never ſpoke one Word; but my Heart beat, I trem- 
bled, and already regretted my Change of Situation, 
and wiſh'd myſelf again at the Village in my Father's 
homely Cottage. After ſome farther Diſcourſe about 
it, Mademoiſelle Da Pare ſeized on me as her Prey, 
and ever after watch'd all my Motions. 

The Marquis ſtay'd ſome time at the Caſtle, and was 
continually foking an Opportunity of ſpeaking to me; 
but all his Diligence was ineffectual, ſo cloſe did Made- 
moiſelle Du Pare keep to me; I was always with her, 

or in the Countefs's Bed-chamber, where I was learning 
to embroider : I often met his Eyes, and as by 
I learnt their Language, read in them how uneaſy this 
Reſtraint was to him. I cannot ſay but I had a ſecret 
Pleaſure in this Mark of his Affection, and I was fo ta- 
ken up with the ſweet Reflection, that I never conſider d 
whether he indulging it were a Fault indeed, 1 
look'd on the Tenderneſs I already had for him, as Gra- 
titude ofily for the Favours he had done me, and ima-- 
gin'd not that the gentle Heat which then warm'd my 
Boſom, would one Day burſt out in a Flame. The Sa- 
tisſaction I took in ſeeing him, made me not over at- 
tentive to any thing elie, tho' I ſoon found there 
were ſome Tempers in the Family, which it very much 


behoved me to ſtudy and guard againſt, ? 
| Mademoiſelle 
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Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux the Counteſs's Daughter was 
one of thoſe : She was then about fifteen Years of Ape ; 
but except a good Complection had not one thing about 
her that could be call'd beautiful. Her Eyes were 

indeed, but dull and heavy, and tho' ſhe wanted 
not Wit, had the leaſt Appearance of it in her Counte- 
nance that ever I faw. Her Voice and manner of 
rtment to thoſe whoſe good Opinion ſhe defir'd, 
was ſuch as made her paſs well condition'd ; but under 
this ſhew of Softneſs was conceal'd an implacable Ran- 
cour, Envy and Malice. The Favours I receiv'd from 
her Mother while I was at the Caſtle, would have made 
me omit this Character, if it had been poſſible for me 
to have proceeded in my Story without doing it ; as ſhe 
had fo great a Hand in bringing on many of my future 
Troubles therefore all I can do is to ſoften the 
Touches, when I ſhall have cauſe to mention either her 
Cruelty or her Infidelity. My little Experience did not 
hinder me from perceiving the Diſcontent ſhe conceiv'd 
at my coming to the Caftle ; where every one elſe re- 
ceiv'd me with Demonſtrations of liking, till her ſullen, 
and, indeed, inſolent Behaviour, diminiſh'd the good 
Opinion they at firſt had of me. 

The Chevalier her Brother was in the fite Ex- 
treme; he lik'd me but too well, as I eafily ſaw from the 
firſt Moment of my Arrival my Youth, my mean 
Birth, my Ignorance of the World, made him look on 
me as an eaſy Conqueſt ; and my Innocence and Beauty, 
as an ble Amuſement to paſs the Time with, while 
he ſtay d in the Country. How different, indeed, was 
his way of thinking from that of the Marquis———the 


one all Tender, Generous and Faithful the other 
Vain glorious, Self-intereſted and Fierce; yet like his 
Siſter, had he the Art of diffembling his bad Quali- 


ties; and the Uſage I afterwards had from them both; 
convinced me, that one ought never to build an Opinion 
upon the firſt Impreſſion, nor contract any . — 
with Perſons, from whom one has not previous 

af Sincerity and Honour. d 
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did not, however, ſo much as I ought to have done, 
ſtudy the Characters of the Perſons I was amon 
the charming Marquis was under the ſame Roof with 
me, and I had leiſure to contemplate on only him; but 
now the time arrived for his Departure, which he could 
not protract without giving Suſpicion of the motive of 
his Stay; and I now firſt experienc'd, that there were 
Thorns attending the Roſes of even the moſt innocent 
Affection, by the Fears I was in, that he would go with- 
out being able to find any Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
me. 

But the Anxiety, as he ſince told me, he was in on 
the fame Account, at laſt, aſſiſted his Invention in find- 
ing out the Means——the Evening of the Day be- 
fore that prefixed for his leaving the Caſtle, there hap- 
pened to be a great deal of Company in the Counteſs's 
Chamber, I was there at my Work as uſual-———they - 
propoſed Play, the Marquis made one; but pretending 
he did not underſtand the Game, prevail'd on the Coun- 


teſs to hold his Cards -ſhe readily undertook the 
Commiſſion, and every one drawing near the Table thro” 
their eagerneſs of Play Mademoiſelle Daz Pare 


and I were ſoon left by ourſelves. The Marquis ſoon 
after quitted the Gameſters, and after a little Chat, aſ d 
my Governeſs why ſhe did not play, and offer'd her: a 
Lewis D'Or to venture with, telling her ſhe ſhould yo 
Halves with him in whatever ſhe won: She gladly accepted 
the Propoſal, and left us together: as ſoon as he found 
her Back turn'd, deareſt Feanetta, ſaid he, how long 
ſought for, and how precious is this Opportunity of 
ſpeaking to you ! But as it muſt be ſhort, and I go hence 
To-morroy, let me not leave you without knowing if I 
have any Intereſt in your Heart. Heaven can only 


tell when I ſhall be able to ſee you again, and yet the 
hope of it ſoon is all the Conſolation I have. He ſpoke 
this with ſuch a Tenderneſs, that I could not forbear 
dighing :———— What means that Sigh, cry'd he ſond- 
ly, am I ſo happy as to have made any Impreſſion on 
u. ſpeak, my Ange continued he, aſſure my 


Bli, and let the ſweet Reflection that my Idea is bar 
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ſent with you, enable me to bear with ſome Patience the 
Pains of Abſence. Ah! my Lord! reply'd I, do not 
preſs me any farther I beſeech you———whenever you 
are near me, or ſpeak to me, I am not myſelf 
what do you aim at what do you expett from 


me hy do you endeavour to engage a young 


Maid of my Condition————1 know very well the 
Reſpect that is due to you, and the Obligations I have 
to you; but were you ten times greater than you are, 
and I more beholden, I would not liſten to any thing in 
prejudice of my Virtue. May it be ever ſacred, cry'd 
he, and no prophane Wretch ever attempt its Violation, 
No, FJearetta, F eanetta, added he, my Affections 
are pure as your own Virgin Thoughts the whole 
of my Deſires is to be loved by you. Bleſs me, 
ſaid I, I think the Gentlemen can talk of nothing elſe 

I ſuppoſe it is the Faſhion among People of 
Quality. I never heard ſo much of Love ſince I 
was born, as in the eight Days I have been here. 
How ! cry'd the Marquis in a kind of perplex'd Sur- 
prize, I was never happy enough to mention mine till 
this Moment. Is your Lordſhip the only Perſon I 
ſee here, anſwer'd I, without confidering the Folly I 
was guilty of? all the other Gentlemen that viſit the 
Counteſs, ſay much the ſame things to me as you do; 
but above all the Chevalier D' Ehieux perſecutes me 
continually, O ! Heaven ! interrupted he, is the Che- 
valier D'E/hieax in love with you? I know not that 
—— ——anſwer'd I; but if one ought to believe a Man 
when he ſays he is in love, he has told me ſo too often 
for me to doubt it. And what Anſwer have you given 
him? ſaid the Marquis haſtily. The Converſations we 
have had together on that Head, faid I, were fo little 
pleaſing to me, that I gave them no Place in my Me- 
mory——all I know is, that I ſhould not be ſorry if he 
were no leſs deſirous of entertaining me, than Made- 
moiſelle his Siſter ſeems to be, and that I might be eas'd 
of his Importunities. May I depend on your Sincerity 
in this Point, lovely FJ eanetta ?- reſumed he, do you 
not feel a ſecret Pleaſure when he talks to a” 


Virgin's Victory. '- 


No, indeed, interrupted I, with the moſt perfe&t Sim- 


plicity, one Word from you dwells more upon me than 
an hundred from him. 

had no ſooner utter'd theſe Words, than the Mar- 
quis appear'd all Extaſy his Eyes ſparkled with 
brighter and fiercer Fires a glowing Red cover'd 
all his Face, and he cry'd out O! happy! happy! 
that I am if what you ſay be real, I would not 
change Conditions with a Monarch. Repeat 


; repeat, my lovely Maid, the bliſsful Sound this ſoft 


Confeſſion has given me a new Life methinks, I 
breathe another Air I'm in Heaven. 
Never had I been more ſurprized than at that Inſtant, 
—— knew not what he meant, and thought him mad 
—— Heavens! cry'd I, what have I faid what is 
it that tranſports you ? Have I ſpoke any thing I 
ought not no, no, rejoin'd he haſtily, ſpeak ever 
thu: if your Heart dictated theſe charming Words 
Odo not contradict it—never—never ſhall you have 
cauſe to repent the Tenderneſs you have for me. M 
Heart has ſaid nothing, cry'd I, with a good deal of Vi- 
vacity : if I have let fall any Words without knowing the 
meaning, you ought not to turn them to my Diſadvan- 
tage. How, ſaid the Marquis with a viſible Change in 
all his Air, am I to go from you overwhelm'd with 
Grief and Diſpair ! your Heart has ſaid nothing, 
Feanetta————"tis well; to another, perhaps, it wi 
peak I have no more to do but to die, ſince I have 
incurr'd your Hatred. 

He ſpoke theſe laſt Words with an Accent which 
pierc'd me to the Sou! my God, ſaid I, how un- 
happy am I, not to be able to expreſs myſelf in a man- 
ner to be underſtood———it was not my Intention to 
oftend but, my Lord, you ſhould not talk to one, 
who has not yet arriv'd at Senſe enough to anſwer you 
hen I become more polite, as this is the Place to 
make me fo, I will ſay nothing that ſhall diſpleaſe you. 
le could not forbear ſmiling at my Simplicity, 
which I perceiving, well, faid I, what a ſtrange thing 
15 this ! You were juſt now ready to weep, and now I have 
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made I ſuppoſe, ſome freſh Blunder you laugh at me 
"tis beſt for me to be ſilent for the future. ND 
After theſe Words, which I could not pronounce with. 
out Peeviſhneſs, I turned my Eyes upon my Work, 
nor would be prevail'd upon by all the tender things he 
ſaid, either to look up or ſpeak. . 
Finding every thing ineffectual at laſt, he ceas'd, and 
I imagining he was turn'd away, lifted up my Eye 
haſtily to ſee what was become of him; but caſt them 
down immediately with a good deal of Confuſion, find. 
ing him ſtanding in the ſame Poſture he had been in, 
and looking ſtedfaſtly upon me. You then reſolve 
my Death, faid he, fince you will neither ſpeak to me 


nor look upon me cruel Creature Farewel for 


ever. 
The word Cruel picqued me, I thought the Marquis 
very unjuſt to . me of ſo baſe a thing, but hoy 
little I underſtood his meaning in it, will belt be ſhewn 
in the childiſh Anſwer I made him No, my 
Lord, ſaid I, I don't deſerve fuch Reproach——1 an 
not, nor ever was Cruel to any thing I never ſaw 
a Lamb killed without weeping——and when my; 
Brother and Siſter have fallen upon me, I would not {of 
much as defend myſelf for fear I ſhould hurt them 
how then can I be call'd Crue/? I went on {till 
repeating the word Cruel, and as Love makes us look 
with favourable Eyes on every Thing, the Marquis was 
fo pleaſed with my ingenuous Simplicity, that ke would 
not interrupt me. But perceiving I had done, I ask 
your pardon, my deareſt Feanetta, ſaid he, the Word 
Cruel in a Lover's Mouth implies not being ill- natured, 
but being inſenſible of the Paſſion he aims to inſpire 
if you ſhould prove ſo to me, I cannot blame you for 
it, tho' I ſhould lament my own hard Fate———l 
ſhould die, Feanetta, but ought not to complain 
I hope, however, more — from your Compaſſion 
and as there is no Time to be loſt, permit me to tell you, 
that I will ſend my Valet de Chambre twice a Week, 
with a pretended Compliment to the Counteſs, but in 


reality to hear News of you-———He will find Means 
I is 


ion; 


you, 
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+0 ſpeak to you, and will bring your Anſwers back, 
which will in ſome Degree ſoften the Aſperity of Ab- 
ſence————Befides I ſhall take all Opportunities poſ- 
ſible to come down here at preient I will preſs 
you no farther for the knowledge how I ſtand in your 

ood Wiſhes, ſince you ſeem ſo averſe to declare your 
ſelf on that Point; however I ſhall be able to form ſome 
Judgment of it, by the Progreſs you ſhall make in 
learning to write, and I flatter myſelf I then find you 
will at leaſt not hate me becauſe I love you He 
was proceeding to ſay ſomething more but my Governeſs 
came to us, ſhe had won four Lewis 4 Ort and ran to 
offer the Marquis his Share; no Madamoiſelle, faid he, 
back her Hand, I defire you will keep them 


when I return to Yer/ailles, I will play for you, and 
try if you are as fortunate in deep Play as you have 
been here. I do not deſire in Return you will take 
Care of this Girl; but if I hear you do fo, will pro- 
mile you ſhall find your Account in it hereafter this 
was taking her on the weak Side, eſpecially as ſhe knew 
the Liberality of the Marquis, and how punQual he 
was in keeping his Word. You need not doubt, my 
Lord, anſwered ſhe, for I love her as my own Child, 
and will be no leſs watchful over her. I am not 
to learn that our young Chevalier has a Deſign upon 
her, but God forbid he ſhould ſuceeed—no, no, I ſhall 
keep ſo {ſtrict an Eye upon him, that he ſhall not fo 
much as ſpeak to her but when I am by I know 
him well enough, and he alſo knows me, he dares not 
affront me; juit as ſhe had left off ſpeaking, the Com- 
pany roſe from Table, the Bank was broke, and the 
Counteſs came to acquaint the Marquis with his Loſs, 
which he ſeemed liule concern'd at. Soon after they 
all adjourn'd to the Garden, and I remain'd with only 
Madamoiſelle Du Pare, whoſe Change of Behaviour to 
me, made me ſee the good Effects of the Marquis's Ci- 
vilities, for ſo ſhe call'd the Money and the Promiſes 
the had received from him ; and indeed from this time 

forward 
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forward ſhe uſed me with the greateſt Tenderneſs ima- | 


inable. 


When the Marquis, and all the other Company departed, 
the Chevalier D' E/bieux had Leiſure to proſecute the 


unhappy Paſhon he had entertain'd for me, and was ſo Þ 


diligent in following me wherever I went, that the 


whole Family perceived it, and the Counteſs being in- 
form'd of it, reprimanded him accordingly ; but her 


Words, far from having the Effect ſhe expected, ſerved 
but to encreaſe his Deſires, as it afterwards prov'd ; though 
for the preſent he ſeem'd, as he promis'd he would do, 
to have baniſh'd me entirely from his Thoughts : He 
neither ſpoke to me, nor endeavour'd to find any Oppor- 
tunity of accoſting me, and when any one offer'd with- 
out his ſeeking it, he ſcarce vouchſafed a Look towards 
me; but I too ſoon found this Change of Behaviour was 
only Diſſimulation, and that nothing is more dangerous 
than Conſtraint in a Heart, not under the Direction of 
Virtue. 

As to my Treatment from the reſt of the Family it 
was different : The Counteſs herſelf was extremely kind 
and condeſcending, but not all my Aſſiduities could en- 
gage Mademoiſelle 4 EIbicux to behave to me with the 
leaſt Good-nature: I know not whether the Devoir: 
Paid me by the Marquis had inſpired me with a cer- 
tain Indignity to Aﬀeronts, or that I really had it in my 
Nature ; but I confeſs I found a World of Difficulty in 
ſubmitting to a Perſon of her haughty Carriage; though 
had ſhe uſed me with any Degree of Affability, I ſhould 
have thought nothing too much to oblige her. I often 
wept when alone, and the Abſence of the Marquis, per- 
haps, contributed not a little to the calling forth my 
Tears. Every little rebuff I met with made me re- 
member his Tenderneſs and Politeneſs, and ſet all his Virtues 
in the moſt amiable Light. In fine, I loved him, 
and was now no longer ignorant I did fo——at firſt 1 
would have imputed my Inquietudes to ſome other 
ſource ; but it was in vain for me to go about to deceive 
myſelf in this Point, tho' I was lucky enough to de- 
ceive others for a good while. 

During 
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During the Abſence of the Marquis I apply'd cloſely 
to Writing, and profited ſo well by my Inſtructions, that 
1 ſoon knew how to join my Letters; the firſt Uſe I made 
of my Proficiency, was to ſcribble a whole Sheet of Paper, 
and took an extreme, tho' innocent Pleaſure, in teſtifyin 
to my Lover, that I had not forgot what he ſaid to me 
on that Account : This I gave, with a great Charge to 
Dubois, the Marquis's Valet de Chambre, whe was 
then come to the Caſtle on the Errand mentioned to me 
by the Marquis, and he aſſured me, he would give it in- 
to his Maſter's own Hand, who he knew would be high- 
ly delighted with it. lle then enquired concern- 
ing the Behaviour of the Chevalier, I doubted not but 
he was commiſſion'd to do ſo, and gave him a faithful 
Account of every thing. 

How happy did I now think myſelf in the Conſide- 
ration my dear Marquis had for me, and how many be- 
witching Ideas ran through my Mind, and render'd me 
— of ſeeing the Thorns, that muſt neceſſarily at- 


| tend the preſent Roſes of my flatter'd Paſſion but 


reciprocal, faithful Love, would be too much of Heaven 
for Mortals to enjoy, if permanent but, alas,. 
tis fleeting, or ſo chequer'd with croſs Accidents, that 
convinces us no perfect Happineſs is to be found below. 

I had contracted a very great Intimacy with a you 
Woman at the Caſtle, call'd Mademeiſelle Catherina; 
ſhe was Neice to my Governeſs, and perfectly ac- 
quainted with all her good and bad Qualities, which the. 
did not ſcruple to {peak impartially of to me: She had 
an Infinity of Good-nature, a great deal of Wit, and a 
liberal Education, and I was very much indebted to the 
Pains ſhe took with me, that I ſo ſoon ſhook off the Ruſ- 
ticity of — Life. Her Age as well as Experi- 
ence was ſuperior to mine; but that did not hinder us 
from being inſeparable Companions : the Evening after 
Dubois went away, this Friend, myſelf and Governeſs, 
went to take a little walk in a Wood adjacent to the 
Caſtle, Mademoiſelle Du Pare had a Book in her 
Hand, on which ſhe ſeeming attentive, we had the Op- 
portunity of retiring ſome Diſtance from her, Our 
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Converſation accidently turn'd on the Counteſs, and I 
expreſiing ſome ſurprize that ſhe could live ſo long with- 
out ſeeing her Huſband, whom ſhe had left at Yer /ailles, 
and had never been once at the Caſtle the whole Sum- 
mer ; the inform'd me, that for many Years they had 
been on very indifterent 'Terms together, that he never 
came into the Country till ſhe left it; nor the to "Town 
without being certain he was abſent, and that this was 
the only Point in which they agreed. Good God, ſaid 
J. is it poſſible for married Peop'e to live ſeparate from 
each other— we never hear of any ſuch thing in 
our Village, what can be the Occaſion of it? 
Love and Jealouſy, reply'd Mademoiſelle Catherina ; 
Monſieur does not approve that his Wife ſhould have 
Admirers, and Madam cannot live without them. What 
do Women admit of Courtſhip after they are married ? 
cry'd I. Yes, my dear Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, I know it is 
not right; but it is very common, eſpecially at Paris. 
Intereſt makes more Marriages than Inclination, 
and where there is no Sympathy of Minds, there can be 
yet this vile Cuſtom daily 
ins ground, and will prevail above Reaſon.—The Huſ- 
d enjoys himſelf with his Miſtrefſes, the Wife con- 
ſoles with her Gallants ; and tho' they live together 
in the ſame Hcuſe, ſeldom fee each others Faces, and 
theſe are reckon'd among the happieſt Couples; fer 
there are Huſbands leſs obliging, who expect an exact 
Adherence to Duty in their Wives, while theme] ves 
riot in all the Exceſſes of Libertiniſm, and if ſhe expc- 
ſtulates, or refuſes to comply, the Houſe becomes a per- 
fect Babel of Confuſion nothing is to be heard but 
Quarrels and Complaints, ard an eternal Separation is 
the beſt that can befal them- —Some again agree 
never to diſturb each others Pleaſures, and if there can 
be any true Felicity without Virtue, theſe partake jt, 
becauſe under no Reſtraint. Some too without being 
vader any Engagement elſewhere, are quite indifferent 
ty each other; and the Age is not without Examples of 
ſome, who having liv'd a long time together in a State 
of, Diſagreement, have at lalt found out Charms " 
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each other, which have brought them to a perfect 
Reconciliation ; but this happens very rarely, and I dare 
anſwer will never be the Cale of our Lord and Lady. 
Your God-mother, indeed, has the Character of a 
virtuous Woman, but ſhe affects the Air of a Coquette ; 
lhe loves to be thought amiable, and to amuſe herſelf 
with the Addreſſes of Perſons who make a Figure in the 
World. ome People are of that unhappy Tem- 
per, that they cannot be eaſy without t—————ſhe is of 
that Number, and nothing can be more dull and ſpleen: - 
tic than her Ladyſhip has been theſe three Months, that 
ſhe has been in the Country, tis but ſince the young 
Marquis De L V. paid his Devoirs, that ſhe has 
been once in a gay Humour indeed, ſome Days 
before his Departure, he appear'd ſo very much ena- 
mour'd, and behav'd toward her with ſuch Aſſiduity and 
Tenderneſs, as might have render'd a Perion leſs deſi- 
rous of attrafting, vain of her Conqueſt. 

She ſaid ſomething more, but I was incapable of hear- 
irg it touch'd to the Heart with a Pathon I never 


| betore had any Notion of, the Force overwhelm'd at 


once my unguarded Faculties, and I fainted away on the 
Graſs where we were fitting. —————Catherina ſoon 
brought me to myſelf, and her Aunt ſeeing what had 
happen'd to me, came haſtily up, and I was led be- 
tween them to the Caſtle, where they put me immedi- 


| ately to Bed, and perſuaded me to endeavour to Sleep, 
as being the belt Remedy for my Diſorder ; | pretended 


io be of the ſame Opinion in order to be left alone, and 
when I was, gave a looſe to all the Horrors that in that 

dreadful Moment had Poſſeſſion of my Mind. | 
Ah! wretched Creature that I am, cry'd I to my- 
ſelf, to have ſuffer'd a PafſionyTo fatal to my Repoie, 
ever to gain Entrance into my Heart why, cruel 
Marquis, did you take Pleaſure in deceiving a poor 
Girl, whoſe only guard was Innocence ? Could 
you not love the Counteſs without my Ruin I 
attempted not to gain your Affection? O!] why did vau 
take ſuch Pains to inſpire me with a Tenderneſs, which 
can aſtord you no Satisfaction. O! CH arlorta 
: D 2 | Charlata 
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Charloeta -I now feel your Pains, when yon found 
yourſelf abandon'd by all that was dear to you. 

In this manner did I exclaim, and the Story of that 
unhappy Maid, coming now freſh again into my Mind, 
I drew Parallels between her Caſe and mine, and when 1 
conſider'd the Cataſtrophe of hers, cry'd the ſame 
might have been mine, but for the Goodneſs of an all 
directing Providence. 

The Agitations of my Mind would have been too 
violent to ſuſtain, had they not found vent in Tears, which 
at laſt bringing a Heavineſs on my Eyes made me fall 
into a Slumber: I awoke the next Morning much re- 


| freſt'd, and thoſe excellent Leſſons given me by my 


Mother to ſubmit all to Heaven, render'd me more com- 
poſed, and I found Conſolation in the Thought, that as 
the Marquis was falſe, ſo early a Diſcovery of his Per- 

fidy was the greateſt Happineſs could befal me. 
As I was coming out of my Chamber, I met the Che- 
valier D'E/bteux ; I come, ſaid he, to enquire of your 
Health, they tell me you were indiſpos'd laſt Night; 
but I ſee no Remains of it, in ycur Countenance this 
Morning. So much the worſe, reply'd I, for I am till 
very ill. Will you give me leave to preſcribe for you, 
reſumed he, I am the beſt Phyſician in the World, 
and if you put your Confidence in me will engage a per- 
fe Cure; with the'e Words he took hold of my Hand, 
and preſs'd it very hard, let me go, Monſieur, faid I, I 
will put Conkdence in no Man in the World. _———O' 
cry'd he, you are in Ill humour this Morning there 
is a Man in the World that merits you ſhould regard 
him with more Complaiſance.——Ha ! is there not in 
ſpeaking theſe Words, he put on an Air which denoted he 
meant no other than himſelf ; and this Vanity, join'd to 
the Diſlike 1 before had to him, render'd him ſo con- 
temptible, that I could not help diſcovering it in my 
Eyes; but he was ſo far from being daunted at it, as a 
Perſon who truly lov'd would have been, that he 
catch'd me forcibly in his Arms, and cry'd, come, 
come, I muſt teach you to be leſs ſcornful I gave 
a great Shriek, and ſtruggled to diſengage mylelf.——— 
Mademoiſelle 


Virgin's Victory. 53 

| I Mademoiſelle Du Pare heard and come running to my 
Aſſiſtance, on which he let me go. Fie, Monſieur, ſaid 

t 7 ſhe, is this the Reſpect you pay to your Mother's Com- 
» WM mands? I dont know how her Ladyſtip may reſent 
1 A it; but I am ſure, I will not ſuffer ſuch a Behaviour to a 
e young Gul committed to my Care. With this ſhe 
ll puſh'd him out of the Room, and ſhut the Door with 
= Vchemence againſt him. He ſaid not a Word in anſwer 

Oo WW to her, but 1 then thought I could ſee Malice and Fury 
in his Eyes, and afterwards proved I had not been de- 


nN 

11 WW ceived in my Conjectures. 

e- © You did well to cry out, ſaid my Governeſs as ſoon as 
'y © we were alone, you fee how I managed him — 2 
n- W boiſterous Creature I ſhall be glad when he is gone, 
as and that will be in a ſhort Time, as his Mother informs 
r- W me they ſay he has a great deal of Wit, if his 


Pride would give him leave to moderate his Paſhons ; but 
de- for my Part there is a certain ſullen Caſt with his Eyes, 
ur W that I never liked he always looks, according to 
it; my Judgment, as if he were meditating ſome Miſchief. 

| After ſome further Diſcourſe on the ſame Subject we 
went to the Countels's Apartment, where to my great 


Ou, ſurprize we found the Marquis ; as I had not heard of his 
Id, Arrival, I was not prepar'd for this Encounter, and I 
der- believe had gone out of the Room had not Reſentment 


nd, and Shame detain'd me, 
As ſoon as he perceived me he ran haſlily toward me, 
O'K crying, my dear Feare!ta, how do you do? Heavens! 
ere WB added he, as he approach'd me nearer, how ſhe is alter'd 
ard WB ——what can be the meaning of thit——what has 
in defallen you ſince I was here:! with theſe words he 
d he WW took my Hand, but I ſnatch'd it haſtily away, and at 
d to the ſame time gave him a look full of Indignation. I 
con- ſaw he was amazed at my Beliaviour, but he endeavour'd 
my! to ſtifle it the Girl is fever:ſh, Madam, ſaid he, 
as 2 turning to the Counteſs, has ſhe been indiſpoſed ? a little, 
t be my Lord replyed ſhe, laſt Night, but Mademoiſelle Du 
Pare fays 'twill go off again. I ſhall be glad to find her 
not miſtaken, relumed he, but in my opinion ſhe 15 now 
very ill. On this, the Counteſs call'd me to her, and, 
| | 924 having 
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having felt my Pulſe, found it enough diſorder'd to think 
the Marquis was in the right ſhe has a little Fever 
indeed, ſaid ſhe, order a Phyſician to be ſent for, Made- 
moiſel;e, and let her be put to Bed and taken care of. 

The Marquis's Eyes were never off me, he hoped to 
have diſcover'd by mine, as he afterwards told me, the 
Cauſe of that Chagrin, which had render'd me ſo unlike 
what I was when he left me, but I gave him as little time 
for Examination as poſſible, and as ſoon as the Counteſs 
had given the Charge concerning me to Mademoiſelle 
Du Pare, made a low Curteſy and withdrew. 

I went to Bed difordered enough indeed both in Mind 
and Body—the ſight of the Marquis—the Charms I till 
law in him the Certainty I thought I had that his 
Mind was far unworthy of his lovely Perſon, threw me 
into Agonies, which made ſo ſenſible a Revolution in me, 
that in a few Hours I fell in good earneſt into a burning 
Fever, which itil! encreaſing, I became quite delirious 
the next Day. 

The Extremity of my Diſtemper made me wholly in- 
capable of knowing what paſs'd, ſo that 1 am indebted to 
Mademoiſelle Catherina, who never left my Chamber, for 
this part of my Hiſtory. The Counteſs, on being inform'd 
of my Condition, was very much concern'd, and com- 
manded that nothing ſhould be omitted for my Recovery, 
but came not to viſit me, her Ladyſhip being one of 
thoſe who dread the Sick, and not even her own Children 
in that Condition would have expected to ſee her. Nor 
am I at all ſurpriz'd at it, for fince my living in the 
World, I have knou n People carry their Apprehenſions to 


ſuch an Extravagance, as not to bear the Converſation of 


any one Who has viſited the Sick. It was well for the 
Marquis that ſhe was not of this Number ; for hearing 
of the Danger I was in, he ran like one bereft of Reafon 
to my Chamber, and his Love and Fears for me making 
him imagine me yet worſe than I was, he was no longer 
the Maſter of his Actions; he threw himfelt on the Floor 
by the Bed-ſide, and broke forth into ſuch paſhonate Ex- 
clamations, that my Governeſs and her Neice, who luckily 
were the only Perſons in the Room, ſoon percei ved wy 
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dear I was to him. Nor did he ſeem deſirous to make 
them think otherwiſe, when a little recover*d from the 
ſirſt Emotions of his Gniet- tis in vain for me, ſaid 
he, to go about to conceal the Intereſt I take in this dear 
Girl's Recovery m Lite depends upon i: while he 
ſpolte he drew out a Purſe, and putting it into Made- 
moiſelle Da Pare's Hand, there are, purſued he, an hundred 
Lewis D'Ors, I beg your acceptance of them but if 
you can ſave this = this only Jewel of my Soul, my 
Acknowledgments to you ſhall be as unlimited as my Joy 
then turning to Catherina, who was weeping by 
me, and plucking a Ring oft his Finger, be pleaſed to 
wear this Diamord as a Reward for your kind Care. 
I fee you love this charming Maid, and that's enough t to 
make you forever dear to me. — The regard—the 
Adoration I have for her is not to be expreſs'd not 
to be concety'd ye Heavens, who know the Purity 
of my Intentions, reitore her to me — Ah, Janette 
TFeanetta! you hear me not O that the giving up 
my own Life could preſerve yours Look upon me, my 
Cherubim; ſee to what a Condition I am reduced He 
could no more, they told me for Tears; and when the 
Torrent ceas'd good God! ſaid he, what can have 
brought on this dreadful Change Il left her in perſect 
Health O how ſhe burns her Eyes are open, yet 
ſhe ſees me not. 

His Valet coming that Moment to the Chamber-door 
to receive his Orders go, ſaid he, take poſt immediately 
fly, and bring hither Monſieur de N Heavens, 
how miſerable am his Expreſſions were accom- 
panied with fo ſincere a Grief, that neither my Governeſs 
not ger Neice could refrain weeping. 
od-mother ſoon after ſent her Page to defire his 
Cotitpany below Stairs—Mademoilelle Da Pare entreated 
him to conceal his Trouble, and to leave the Cattle the 
next Day——you gill not, ſaid ſhe, be able to command 
yourſelf if you ain here any time the Counteſs 
has diſcerning Wes, ſhe will diſcover the Secret of your 
Love, the conſequence of which will be, that Feanetta 
will be ſent home, and the World be left 1 liberty to 
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cenſure as they pleaſe the Cauſc o therefore, my 
Lord, purſued ſhe, your Preſence here can he of no 
manner of {ervice to the dear Girl————depend upon it, 
I will omit nothing that may be conducive to her 
Recovery, nor do I deſpair of it ſhe has Youth, and 
a good Conſtitution on her fide. By this and the like 
Arguments he was at lalt prevail'd on: after kiſſing my 
Hands with Agonies too great for utterance he retired, 
and the next Da y took his leave of the Counteſs, to 
waom he was oblig'd to invent an Excuſe for his Da- 
parture, ſo much ſooner than ſhe expected on his 
Arrival, 

On his Journey he met Dubois and Monfieur de N—- 
the Payſician, to whom he ſtrenuouſly recommended the 
care of his Patient, and beg'd him not to quit me till he 

ad made a perfect Cure. Dubois had alſo Orders not 
to return to him, til! he could bring him the News of 
my Recovery. ; 

The great care that was taken of me, join'd to the 
Skill of the Phyſician, put me out of Danger in about fifteen 
Pay: the Recital which Catherine made me of what 
had pais'd, contributed not a little to my Recovery : — 
the Deſpair which the Marquis teſtifyed, gave me the 
highelt Contentment, and I ſcrupled not, when I found 
he had made no Secret of his Paſſion, to diſcover the 
Cauſe that had brought me even to the Gates of Death: 
they blamed my Jealouſy, and convinced me how unjult 


it was, by telling me, that his Love for the Counteſs 


was but an Expedient to be near me without Suſpicion. 
I conſeſs d to them how great a progreſs Love had made 
in my Heart, but at the tame Time aſſured them, that it 
ſhould never influence me fo far as to lay myſelf liable 
to the Miichiefs poor Charlheta, whoſe Story they had 
heard from me, was involved in. 

Mademoiſelle Du Pare embraced me with the utmoſt 
Tenderneſs, and applauded my Reſolution : ſhe aſſured 
me ſhe would contribute all in her power to confirm me 
in them, and preſerve my Virtue from all the Dangers 
that might threaten it. The Preſents her Niece and felt 
had receiv'd from the Marquis had made a great Im- 

preſſion 
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preſſion on them; they drew from his Behaviour a Pre- 
ſage of Conſequences happy for them, as well as for 
me : Every thing conſpir'd to flatter me ; we talk'd of 
nothing all Day Fat my Lover, I every Day heard News 
of him, and ſuch agreeable Entertainments diſſipated all 
my Apprehenſions, and by ſwift Degrees reltor'd me to 
my former Strength. | 
[ had nothing now to diſconcert me, but the Chevalier 
D'Elbieax, who came ten times a Day into my Cham- 
ber; I was vex'd at his Importunities, but durſt not be 
rude to him, as I was under ſuch Obligations to his Mo- 
ther: Mademoiſelle Du Pare, however, made me 
more eaſy, by promiſing ſhe would take care he never 
ſhould have any Opportunity to treat me with more 
Freedom, than was becoming me to allow —<-O_  -f 
dreaded his Preſence notwithſtanding, tho' I knew not 
why, for he now pretended his former Fires were quite 
extinguiſh'd in the more laudable ones of Friendſhip, 


and Admiration of my Virtue———— it ſeem'd as if I 


had a Foreboding of what was ſhortly to enſue, and to 


which I owe all the Series of Troubles, which ſo long 


delay'd my Happineſs. 

In the mean time the Marquis, to whom my Gover- 
neſs without letting me know it, had given an Account 
of the Occaſion of my Illneſs, wrote me a long Letter 
to entreat my Pardon for his having been the innocent 
Occaſion—————it was full of the moſt tender Aſſu- 
rances of an everlaſting Fidelit and the moſt 
ſolemn Vows, that he would one Day give me an undeni- 
able Proof of it. He alſo wrote, that he would 
be at the Caſtſe the next Day, to prevent my being ſur» 
priz'd at ſeeing him unexpectedly. 

To be able to judge of my Satisfaction one muſt love 
like me, and have a Lover ſuch as the Marquis. 
I read the dear Billet a thouſand and a thouland times, 
and laid it carefully by, as a Teſtimony & the moſt ten- 
der Paſſion that ever was. | 

The Counteſs was overjoy'd at my Recovery—— ; 
the Chevalier appear'd ſo too; but kept himſelf within 
the Bounds of that Moderation, which might be expected 
| 2 


2 
* . 42 1 


ACS ern bad ks 


* 


W 


” 
5 


— — % J . , 2 
* 5 
„ he 


58 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


from a virtuous Friendſhip I now began to have 
a ſincere une for him, and to check all Apprenenſions 
of his being otherwife than what he ſeem'd this 
Change in him being what 1 moſt earneitly wiſl'd, I 
now thought myſelf very happy. The following Day 
after my Letter, which was that in which I expected 
the Marquis, I appear'd more than ordinarily ſprightly : 
My Governeſs ſeeing me ſo well eſtabliſſi'd, propos'd a 
Walk, as believing the Air would be of Service to me: 
She mention'd it at the Counteſs's Fable, where I had 
the Honour of ſitting ſince my Recovery, to the great 
Mortification of Mademoiſelle D' E/%icax ; The Phyſi- 
cian, who ſtill attended me, approved of my taking the 
Air, and it was agreed we ſhould go toward Evening. 

After Dinner Catherina whiſper d me, that this 
Walk was a Contrivance of her Aunt's to meet the Mar- 
quis, that he might have the Pleaſure of congratulating 
my Recovery, in a leſs reſirain'd manner than he could have 
done before Perſons who were not in the Secret; I took 
this extremely kind, and was under no Scruples of meet- 
mg my Lover, having with me a Confidante of Made- 
moiſelle Da Pare's Character; for tho' I knew ſhe was 
greatly govern'd by Intereſt, yet I knew alſo that ſhe 
would not for any view be guilty of a baſe Action. 
Her Neice, who was Sincerity itſelf, having told me 
thoſe things which might juſtly be call'd Faults, made 
me acquainted alio with her good Qualities. 

The Heat of the Day being over, I went out accom- 
pany'd only by my Governeſs and Catherina; we took the 
Read which we knew the Marquis muſt paſs, it was in 
the middle of a Wood; and after we had walk'd about 
half an Hour, we ſat down on a little Bank at the Foot 


of ſome Trees, in fight of the Road; but we had not 


been there above ten or twelve Minutes, before we heard 
a Whiſtle a little diſtance from us. I was ſtartled, 
but Mademorſeſe Du Pare and Catherina laugh'd at me, 
and told me I had no Occahon to be frighted————— 
there could be no danger of any thing in that Place; and 
that the Whiſtle J had heard, was, perhaps, Children, 


who were diverting chemſelves in calling the Birds. A 
| ſecond 
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ſecond Whiſtle, however, was immediately given from 
another Quarter, and which ſeem'd to anſwer the firſt, 
and the next Moment we heard the Noiſe of Hotſes: 
I turn'd about haſtily and gave a loud Cry, ſeeing four 
Men vizarded, and riding full Gallop towards us. 
Neither of my Companions had time to utter a Syllable, 
much leſs to quit the Place we were ſeized in an 
Inſtant by three of theſe Ruffians, while the fourth was 
leſt to take Care of the Horſes they put Hand- 
kerchiefs in our Mouths to prevent our crying out, 

dragg'd us to a By-place ſurrounded with a Coppice, 
where they bound Mademoiſelle Du Pare and her 
Neice, and left them tied to two Trees. I was 
carry'd ſtill farther into a kind of Grotto, and left 
alone with one of the Men who feem'd to be the prin- 
cipa!; and who on his throwing off his Vizard, I diſ- 
cover'd to be the Chevalier D' E/biexx. O!] what 
was my Surprize what Millions of horrid Ideas did 
in one Inſtant croud into my Mind ſince nothing 
but Violence, ſaid he, can prevail on you, tis fit 
you ſhould be uſed according to your own Faſhion. 
Theſe Words were accompany'd with ſuitable Actions 
s I was not bound, and the Danger I was in 
giving me uncommon Strength, I defended myſelf for 
lome time; the Handkerchief alſo falling out of my 
Mouth, I made the Foreſt echo with my Shrieks ——— 
but notwithſtanding all my Reſiſtance, I muſt have fal- 
len a Victim to the brutal Paſſion of this Monſter, had 
not Heaven took Compaſſion on my Innocence — 
the Sound of a Horſe coming toward us oblig'd him to 
deſiſt he turn'd to look whence it proceeded, and 
the Imprecations he utter'd on ſeeing a Man coming i 
my Aſſiſtance, were almoſt as ſhocking to me as ths. 
Force he offer'd. Determining not to loſe his 
Prey if he could avoid it, he flew to fetch his Piſtols * 
from the Holſters of his Saddle. took the Oppor- 


tunity and ran as faſt as I could, and it is not to be 


doubted, but on ſuch an Occaſion, Fear gave Wings to 
my Feet. I was ſoon at a great Diſtance from the 
Place; but the Noiſe of their Fighting reack'd my 

6 Ear 
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Ears — the Report of their Piſtols ecchoing through 
every quarter of the Foreit, was very terrible. 
Here my Strength fail'd me Fear and Fatigue 
overcame me 1 could go no farther, and fel! 
without Senſe or Motion at the Foot of a Tree, 


The End of the FIRST PART. 
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VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


DHE Night was far advanc'd, when I 
* 2 8 N . from my Swoon: A cold 
ps Dew hung upon my Face: My Limbs 
ſeem'd numb'd, and it was with the 
I 40 utmoſt Difficulty I roſe from my un- 
7 


Wy. eaſy Bed. Darkneſs in itſelf is dread- 
KG EIT ful when alone, but the Solitude I was 
in had ſomething in it more terrible than can be expreſs'd 


—— the Screaming ot Owls the Howling of 
Wolves the hollow Murmurings of the Winds 
ruſtling through the Trees the uncertain Glim- 


merings of a few ſcatter*d Stars, which ſerv'd to give no 
other Light than juſt to ſhew. the Horrors of everyhi 
around, and render Night more ſhocking, might well 
have ſtruck a damp to a Heart more couragious than 
ine 
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mine. — What will become of me, ſaid I to my- 


ſelf? here am 1? whether ſhall I go? 
how eſcape the Fate that purſues me ? 

trembling and ignorant what Road I ought to take, I 
wander'd without knowing where my Fears not on- 
ly augmented every Danger, but created more 
lometimes I ran with all the Speed I could ſome. 
times ſtood ſtill a Bat but bruſh'd me with its 


Wings, I thought mylelf loſt————a Stump of a 


Tree catch'd my Gown, I imagin'd the Raviſher had 


ſeiz'd me, and cry'd out———: low hung Bough hit 
me on the Face, and I fell down, more with the force 
of Apprehenſion than the BoW. Il had been ſo 
ſcar'd with theſe imaginary Miſchiefs, that the real one 
which ſoon enſued had leſs Effect upon me—as I was pro- 
ſecuting my diſtracted Progreſs, I felt the Ground tink 
under me, and I fell into a Pit; it either could not be 
very deep, or I was very fortunate in my Fall, for I 
found myſelf in a fitting Poſture at the Bottom, without 
having receiv'd the leaſt Hurt. 

What new Alarms invaded me in fo unexpected a Situ- 
ation, may eaſily be conceiv'd: I gather'd myſelf all in 
a Heap, and wrapping my Gown about me gave a looſe 
to Tears and to Complainings, till Sleep at laſt had pity 
on my Wretchedneſs, and clos'd my watry Eyes in ſweet 
Forgetfulneſs and Death of Care. 

The Dawn of Day had begun to pierce the Obſcurity 
of the Wood and the Birds with their chearful 
Notes welcom'd the Return of the Father of Light, 
when I awoke, and ftarted in a Fright, which had more 
real Foundation than all that had preceded it. A Wolf, 
which Fear repreſented to me ten times larger than he 
was, lay cloſe by me————our Fortunes were a like, 
he could not ſcape the Snare laid for him, and all ſtrong 
and furious as he was, was as unable to help himſelf as 


I was ſo terrible a Sight made me not doubt 


but my laſt Hour was come; and ſet myſelf to pray 
I look'd on thele Misfortunes 
as a Puniſhment, Heaven inflicted on me, for _ 
too much indulg'd my Inclinations for the Marquis; 2 
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made a ſolemn Promiſe, that if I were preſerved from the 
devouring Jaws of this fierce Animal, I would avoid all 
Opportunities of ſeeing him for the future, and devote 
myſelf wholly to the Love of God and his Divine In- 
ſpirations. | 

We never pray with ſo much Fervor as in times of 
Danger, nor is any thing ſo great a Conſolation to us: 
At leaſt I found it ſo ; for after finiſhing my Devotion, 
I felt myſelf much more compoſed, the Horror of my 
Situation diminiſh'd ; and as before I durſt not caſt 
my Eyes towards my formidable Neighbour, I could 
now look him in the Face. He ſeem'd alſo chang'd 
from what he was by Nature his Countenance 
ſo far from fierce had ſomething of Pity moving in it 
he view'd his Priſon round, as tho' to find out 
ſome way of eſcaping, then caſt his Eyes to the Top 
with an Earneſtneſs; Inſtint informing him that was 
the Place where he deſcended he walk'd ſlowly 
backward and forward, and every Step he took I trem- 
bled, and thought be was coming to devour me 
on a ſudden he ſeem'd to liſten to ſome Noiſe, then 
changing his Place, crept haſtily under my Gown. 
I was now in ſuch a Terror that I could do nothing but 
lift my Eyes to Heaven when a new, and as it 
might have prov'd, more dangerous Apparition ſtruck 


my Sight it was a Man juſt going to fire a Gun 
into the Pit. Ah! cry'd I, pity me, ſpare me, 
and pity me Ha ! return'd he, looking into the 


the Pit, what have we here tis well you ſpoke 
I ſhould have made fine Work elſe what 
do you do here and how happen'd it, that you 
and the Wolf have made but one Bed for God's 
fake, reply'd M a little confoled at theſe Words; fave 
me, and I'Il ſatisfy your Curioſity ſave ou 
Ay, that I will gladly, ſaid he; but you muſt ſtay a 
little. I can't get you out without help————Pll fetch 
one of my Companions who is not far off————i the 
mean time fear nothing the Beaſt will do you no 
hurt ; when a Wolf is once taken he is as harmleſs as 
a Sheep. With theſe Words he left the Place, but in a 

Moment 
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what is it you, Calin, ſaid I? 
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Moment after return'd with him he mention'd-——one of 


them jump'd down into the Pit, and lifted me up as well 


he could, and the other took hold of my Hands and drew 
me out. The firſt thing I did was to proſtrate myſelf on 
the Earth, and thank * for having deliver'd me 
from ſo great a Dan 

While I was © al up with diſcharging this Duty, 
my Deliverer diipatch'd the unfortunate Wolf, and after- 


wards coming up me; one of them cry'd out! O God! 


what do I ſee look, Chriſtopher ————what a 
Chance is this tis FJeanetta this drew my 
Eyes upon him, and to my great Amazement found him 
to be Colin, the Woodmonger' s Son, my firſt Lover, of 
whom I ſpoke in the beginning of theſe Memoirs. 

I could not help ſending forth a Cry of Aſtoniſhment ? 
and 1s it you, 
Feanetta, cry'd he, whom we gave over for lolt ? 
my firit Emotions were the Effect of that Joy, which 
naturally ariſes from the ſight of Perſons we have been 
acquainted with in our Childhood; but on Reflection it 
went off, and an Averſion ſucceeded, the Reaſon of 
which may be eaſily gueſs'd. 

I had promiſed to give them an Account how I fel 
into the Danger from which they had deliver'd me ; but 
when I found they were of our own Village, I judg'd 
it improper to relate the whole of the Affair; ſo only 
ſaid, that flying from ſome rude Men, I hid myſelf in 
the Wood, and happening to loſe my Way, as I was 
returning to the Caſtle it grew dark, and I fell into the 
Pit where he found me. 

I am glad, reply'd Colin, that you have eſcap'd ſo 
great a Danger, and that I bad a Hand in it 
tho” all things conſider'd, you don't much delerve it 
from me.——AXA\4h! Feanttta! 1 am very much 
troubled at what I have heard————indeed, I never 
thought your going to live at the Caſtle would turn to 
any good Account———and ſo I find it. 

Pray what do you find, cry'd I, you are a great 
judge I ſuppoſe. - I ſpoke this + with ſuch an Air of, min- 
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before he anſwer'd ; but when he did, it was in theſe 
Terms, what do I find, reſumed he, I find enough I 
think why they tell me, that that ſame Marquis, 
who brought you the Money from the King, is in love 
with you ; but that's nothing to the Purpole——— you 
may remember what paſs'd between us the Day I wrote 
the Love-Letter, I was as good as my Word I 
told you, I would bring the old Man to give his Conſent 
for me to marry you and ſo I did————my 
Friend, Chriftopher, here, and I, made him believe, 
you were to have every Year the ſame Sum, as that 
which made ſuch a Noiſe in the Village ſo he 
told me I might e'en do as I lik'd-———it, was but 
Yelterday I had brought the Matter to bear, and I ran 
this \{orning to acquaint you with i- but you 
were gone, and I found all things in an Uproar 
rare Work you have made, indeed. 

What Work, ſaid I haſtily, what do you mean Co- 
{/n ? My Danger over, the Adventures of the Evening 
came into my Mind, 1 trembled for the Marquis, and 
was cruelly alarm'd for the Conſequences of the Cheva- 
lier's raſh Proceeding, what News, purſued I, have you 
heard at the Caſtle what do they fay————has any 
thing happen'd. I aſk'd all theſe Queſtions in 
almoſt the ſame Breath, and my Emotions were ſo great, 
that Calin, who wanted not good Senſe, tho' he expreſs'd 
himſelf in a plain Country manner, eaſily perceiv'd my 
Concern in my Countenance. O! you would know 
all at once, anſwer'd he ;———they ſay that the Che- 
valier D' Elbieux, has run away with yo 
he has not been ſeen fince he fought with that Devil of 
a Marquis who I think is rightly ſerv'd, for going 
about to corrupt honeſt Maids. How ſerved, 
cry'd I, impatiently, what has befallen him ? 
Ah! Feanttia————Feanctta ! reſum'd he, how you 


betray yourſe!f do you think I don't ſee how fear- 
ful you are for him; but, I'll puniſh ou — I' 
tell you no more. 

Be dumb for ever then, cry'd I, with the utmoſt 
Spite, Chriſtopher, J dare fay, will be more complai- 
; | lang, 
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fant. No, no, interrupted the Clown, I am of Colin's 
fide, and tis but juſt you ſhould be paid in your own 
Coin———fince you have lived at the Caſtle, you have 
been above looking at your old Acquaintance, and if 
you are little more civil now, 'tis only becauſe you 
ſtand in need of us———as for Colin, I'm ſure you don't 
value him of a Straw; and if I were as he, I would 
not have now you are ſo much blown upon. 

So much the better, reply'd I fiercely, and glad of 
a Pretence to quarrel, I am not ſo much charm'd with 
his Perſon, but that I can very eafily reſolve to ſce him 
no more ſo farewe! it is now broad Day, 
and I can find my way to the Caſtle without your Aſ— 
fiſtance. 

Colin was ſurprized at the Sharpneſs, with which I 
had anſwer'd, and as he loved me ſtill, was ſorry Chri/- 
topher had ſpoke to me in that manner, this he teſtify'd 
by a Frown ; then turning to me, ſtay, 7eanetta, ſaid 
he, I will conduct you thither: No, no, purſued J, 
you ſhan't refuſe me any more Requeſts. I ſhall 
know all that has happen'd without your telling me: In 
ſpeaking this I offer'd to go; but they both laid hold of 
my Arms and ſtopp'd me.— No, ſaid Colin, we ſhan't 
quit you ſo———you ſhall go back to your Father and 
Mother. I have their Promiſe, that if you were 
found. you ſhould be my Wife, ſo I have an Authority 
over you, and will make you return to the Village, whe- 
ther you like of it or not. 

With theſe Words they in a manner forced me along, 
and I found it in vain to reſiſt, therefore ſaid little, but my 
'Tears which flowed from the two Sources of Grief and 
Spite, ſufficiently made known the Vexation I was in. 
See, faid Colin, how afflicted ſhe i. any one now 
that did not know the Cauſe would pity her all 
this is only becauſe ſhe is like to loſe her dear Marquis. 
You ſee they were not miſtaken, that faid there 
was ſomewhat more than ordinary between them 
her Behaviour is a plain Proof of it———one would 
think ſhe ſhould be overjoy'd to fee her Father and her 
Mother, and all her Neighbours again; but inſtead 1 
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that ſhe does not care to hear them ſpoke of Well, 
Feanetta, for all that, you may one Day think it was 
happy fer you to come among us again what if 
we have no laced Coats, nor Feathers in our Hats, we 
may be as good as the fine Sparks you are ſo much 
taken with—beſides, I can tell you after what has happen'd 
at the Caſtle, which is all laid to your Charge, your 
Godmother ſays ſhe will have no more to do with 
ou. 

This Intelligence, which he gave me without Thought, 
touch'd me to the quick it brought a thouſand 
things at once into my Mind. ] had a lively Senſe 
of my Reputation, and to think of going Home under 
any Suſpicion was inſupportable to me the Love I 
had for my Mother ſtagger d my Reſolution——one 
Moment, methought, I ſaw her lamenting my Abſence, 
and all in Tears Be the Uncertainty of my Fate, the 
next ſevere, and believing me guilty of whatever Miſ- 
chieſs had happened on my Account. I ſhall be re- 
proach'd at Home, ſaid J, to myſelf, and ſhall not dare 
5 abroad for fear of being pointed at heſides, 

ow know I, but that Brute the Chevalier D* Elb:eax 
may lay wait for me, and get ſome Opportunity to effect 
his wicked Defignz——if I were not ſecure when under 
his Mother's care, how can I hope to be defended by my 
poor Parents; what can they do againſt ſuch a Man as 
he ? O! Heavens! to what ſhall I be expo'd———- 
theſe Reflections made me reſolve to get by ſome Means 
or other to Paris, and go to Service, which was inf 
nitely leſs ſhocking to me, than to be oblig'd to marr 
Colin; and then I thought, when I was far enough oft, 
to write to my Mother an Account of every thing, 


| and the Reaſons J had for not returning to her. 


As I was contriving theſe things, a Horſeman ap- 
pear'd on the Road at ſome Diftance : As he rode at a 
great Rate, he was ſoon up with us, and cry'd, did you 
meet any where near this Place a young Maid. 
Ah! what do I ſee !—————continu'd he, in diſcovering 
me, 'tis ſhe 'tis fe.  ——O ! Mademoiſelle 
Jtanctta, how happy am I to have found you: 


what 
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what a Satisfaction will it be to my Lord! He alighted 
in ſpeaking theſe Words, and running toward me, pre- 


ſented me his Hand: how great was my Joy, 
when I found it was Dubois; the Preſence of my watch- 
Aal Conductors could not hinder me from giving him 


"i Proofs of it; and this faithful Servant tranſported with 


ſeeing me, had taken my Hand, and was going to kiſs 
it, when Colin interpos'd and puſh'd him away 
go, ſaid he, and kiſs their Hand you wrote to——you 
have no Buſineſs here—I know vou well enough. Is 
this one of your Kindred, Mademoiſelle, cry'd the Va- 
let, ſurpriz d at this Behaviour. No, no, reply'd I, 
looking icorntully at C:/im; what then would the Crea- 
ture be at, reſum'd Dubors, ill holding my Hand. 
Creature] reſum'd Calin, ſoftly ſoftly, Friend 
your lac'd Hat does not make me afraid of you, and 
tho' we are Country men, we are no Cowards————you 
can be ſaucy, I find, ſaid the Valet————=ſaucy your- 
ſelf, cry'd Colin in a Paſſion. With theſe Words he 
took Chriftopher's Gun, and ſtepping back two or three 
Paces; go your way, continu'd he, or we ſhall ſerve 
you as we did the Wolf juſt now. Dubois wanted not 
Courage, and was not daunted with this Threat; but 
tripping briſkly up to him, put the Muzzle of the Gun 
aſide,” and ſeiz d him by the Collar; Chriftopher ſeeing 
his Companion over-power'd, quitted me to go to his 
Aſſi ſtance. I took the Advantage of this Moment of 
Liberty, and flew from them as faſt as my Strength 
would give me leave. 

I paſs'd through Thickets, over Hills, climb'd the 
Banks of Ditches, and explor'd the very wildeſt Parts of 
the Wood, without ſtaying to conſider whereabouts I 


might find the Road, yet I happen'd upon it before I, 


was aware: Seeing a Woman driving two Aſſes before 
her, I ran to overtake her, which when I had done, ſhe 
immediately aſk'd what was the Matter, and the Occa- 
fion of my Flight: And I framed a Story, that having 
been at Service, my Maſter had attempted my V wtue, 
and I was compell'd to run away, having -no Friends, 
nor no other way of preſerving myſelf. 


That 
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That's my good Maiden, anſwer'd ſhe, be always 
careful of your Chaſtity, and Heaven will protect and 
bleſs you I affure you if there be any thing in 
my power can ſerve you, I ſhall not refuſe it if 
you want a Service, I have a Daughter at Paris to 
whom I can recommend you, as ſhe 1s in a good Place 
herſelf ſhe may hear of one for you. I thanked her, 
and ſaid, I ſhould be glad to accept of her Kindneſs. On 
which ſhe told me ſhe was going to Valvim with ſome 
Cloaths for her Daughter; and that if I thought fit, I 
might go in the Waggon that carry'd them, and which 
they ſhould find at that Town. 

The defire I had of eſcaping the Purſuit, that I knew 
would be made after me; the avoiding ſuch Reflections 
as I had juſt now heard from Colin, and the Lout his 
Companion, join'd to the Fears of D' EIbieux; and the 
Pleaſure of living in a Place, where I knew the Mar- 
quis for the molt Part refided, ſoon determin'd me to 
take this Journey. 

The good Woman aſſur'd me ſhe would ſpeak to the 
Waggoner to take care of me; and offer'd if J had not Mo- 
ney to defray my Expences, to lay it down for me, and 
let me pay it to her Daughter when I ſhould arrive at 
Paris; I was much oblig'd to her for her Kindneſs, but 
told her I had ſufficient for my Purpoſe well! fo 
much the better, {aid ſhe, Money 15 no Burthen, and of- 
ten prevents the Ruin of young Creatures, who like you 
are in Difficulties. ; 

We had walk'd about two Miles talking in this man- 
ner, when my Conductreſs propos'd going to Breakfaſt, 
which, indeed, I was extremely glad to hear, being al- 
moſt faint with Hunger : She pull'd a piece of Bacon 
and ſome Bread out of a little Wallet, and we ſeated 
ourſelves under the Shade of ſome Willows, that grew 
by the fide of a clear Rivulet, and the Aﬀes, as is uſual, 
readily Ropp'd to graze. Never ſhall I forget how de- 
licious this homely Repaſt ſeem'd to me, and to this 
Day whenever I have no Inclination for Food, and am 
over delicate, if I but think on that Bacon, my Appetite 


| returns, and I eat with Satisfaction. 


While 


en ha 
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While we were cating, the good Woman looking ear- 
neſtly upon me, had Tears in her Eyes, ſhe ſigh'd bit- 
terly, and the Morſel reſted in her Mouth. Alas! faid 
I, you ſeem troubled————hat's the Matter 


+ You put me ſo much in mind of one, who once was 


dear to me, reply'd ſhe, that I cannot behold you with- 
out Griet- ſhe was about your Age, and had a 
great reſemblance of you. Ah! would to Heaven 
ſhe had been leſs beautiful, for it was her unhappy 
Charms that brought her to her. Grave ; yet lovely as 
was her Perſon, her Soul was yet more ſo But I'll 
relate to you her whole Story as we go along it 
may be of Service to you ; for nothing prejudices the 
mind of a young Perſon in favour of Virtue, ſo much 
as Examples of it in thoſe, from whoſe Situation we 
may draw a Parallel to our own. 

After we had refreſh'd ourſelves, we continued our 
Journey ; and the good Woman, in purſuance of her 
Promiie, began in this manner. 


The Hiſtory of MARIANA. 


EAN as I now appear, ſaid ſhe, the firſt Years 
of my Life were paſt among the great World. 
My Huſband had a Place at Court, which entitled 
him to an Apartment there; and we lived in a manner, 
ſuch as might render any one who had not an exor- 
bitant Ambition, perſectly contented ; but on his Death, 
which too ſcon happen'd, myſelf with two Children, 
both Girls, were oblig'd to yield it to the Perſon that 
ſucceeded to the Employment —— l was made to 
hope a Penſion from his Majeſty's Bounty, for myſeit 


and little Ones ; but the Favourite, in whole power alone 
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it was to obtain this Grant for me, was my Enemy, be- 
cauſe I would not be his Friend in a diſhonourable way, 
and I never had the leaſt Conſideration from the Royal 
, Favour. As I had not wherewith to ſupport my Fa- 
mily, without entring into ſome Buſineſs ; I e 4 
mylelf of dealing in Lemonades, and accordingly took 
a Houſe, and tettled in Fountainbleau, which tho? 
a ſmall Place, yet by reaſon of the King's coming thi- 
ther every Seaſon, has a great Concourſe of People 
in it. 

Mariana, my eldeſt Daughter, was near twelve Years 
of Age when her Father died, ſo that ſhe had the Op- 
portunity of a much better Education, than I could 
have given her after that Misfortune. I had the 
Satisfaction alſo to obſerve, that Nature had endued her 
with ſo great a Memory, and fo ſtrong a deſire of Im- 
provement, that ſhe not not only retain'd all ſhe had 
been taught; but by the help of a few Books, and a 
proper Application, ſhe made a ſurprizing Progreſs in 
| every thing ſhe had begun to learn, when it was in our 
power to allow her Maiters in fine, ſhe was look'd 

| upon as a Prodigy, by all that were acquainted with her 
g good Qualities ; and as for her Perſon, think it not ow- 
S ug to the partial Fondne's of a Mother, that I fay few 
could vie with her in Point of Beauty. | 
Happy did I think myſelf in her till ſhe attain'd the 
Age ot Seventeen; when her once gay and chearful 
Temper gave Place to a heavy Melancholly———the 
beautiful Colour of her Cheeks and Lips vaniſh'd by 
Degrees, and was ſucceeded by a livid Paleneſ 
| her Eyes grew languid, and her whole Form fo alter d, 
| the was hardly to be known. 
She was too dear to me, for me to behold ſo viſible a 
: Decay without the greateſt Concern. could not 
a but think ſhe labour'd under ſome Diſcompoſure of 
Mind, and preſſed her to reveal the Cauſe, afluring her I 
t would do every thing I could to remove it, be it of 
* what Nature ſoever; but ſhe ſtill anſwer'd, that ſhe. 
1 knew it not herſelf. I then had recourſe to the Phy- 
A d&ians, they allow'd her to be very ill; but confels'd 
x | they 
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they could not find out of what Diſtemper. She 

w, however, ſtill worſe and worſe, inſomuch that we 
all thought her, as, indeed, ſhe was, on the Verge of 
Death. She was ſenſible of her Condition, and one Day 
as I was fitting weeping by her ————. ny dear Mother, 
you have often deſired me with the utmolt Sincerity and 


Tenderneſs, to let you know if any ſecret Grief has taken 


Poſſeſſion of my Heart; and I, O! pardon it, as often, 
and with as much Falſhood and Ingratitude, deny'd 1 
had- but I no longer dare impole upon you 
I feel that I am going very ſhortly to render Account of 
all my Actions before the Divine Tribunal, and 1 
ſhou!d think it an Addition to my Guilt, not to con- 
ſeſs to you my Weaknels. Can there be a greater 
or more ſhameful one, than to fall in love firſt with a 
Man, and then inform him of it [The Violence 
of my unhappy Paſſion, has thrown me into the Con- 
dition you ſee. —ÞBluſh not for me, my dear Mo- 
ther, continued ſhe, the Grave will ſoon expiate this in- 
voluntary Crime. 

I was, indeed, very much alarm'd at this Acknow- 
ment, and tne more ſo, as it was of all things leaſt 
ſuſpected by me, I concealed it, however, this not be- 
ing a time for Severity; no, no, my deareſt Child, ſaid 
I, Heaven will, I hope, preſerve you, I ſhall be earneſt 
in Prayers for ou. Comfort yourſelf as much as 
poſſible for my Sake; for, O] my Child, my dear 
Child, I cannot ſurvive your Lols. 

Your good Senſe and ſincere Piety, anſwer'd ſhe, 
will enable you to bear our Separation————but in 
Compaſſion to my Agonies, purſued ſhe, ſeeing me over- 
whelm'd in Tears, let me not ſee you weep——your 
Griefs pierce me to the very Soul, 

The Mother of Mariana was here oblig'd to pauſe, 
the Repetition of ſo melancholy an Incident, renew'd in 
her ſome part of the Anguiſh ſhe felt at the time it hap- 
pen'd ; but after giving Vent to her Sighs, ſhe became 
more compos'd, and able to proſecute her Relation, 


which ſhe N! in theſe Words. p 
2 | 
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J reſtrain'd my Tears, ſaid ſhe, as much as was in 
my power, that I might not add to her Diſorder. 
Dear Child ! ſhe too wept, and for a time neither of us 
could offer any thing to conſole the other—— at laſt, 
with a Preſence of Mind, which was wonderful, conft- 
dering the Situation ſhe was in, both of Mind and Body; 
ſhe deſir d me to be attentive, while ſhe gave me the 
Narrative of her unfortunate Adventure. 

You may remember, my dear Mother, ſaid ſhe, that 
one Night finding yourſelf a little diſcompos'd you went 
early to Bed, leaving me alone in the Shop : To divert 
myſelf till the time of ſhutting up, I took the Hif- 
tory of Hypolitus fatal Hour dan 
Book, rend'ring the Heart capable of receiving the firſt 
ſoft Impreſſion that offers the Paſſage I happen'd 
to pitch upon, affected me ſo much as to draw Tears 
into my Eyes — juſt at that Moment two young 
Gentlemen, one of whom was lovelier, even than the 
God of Love himſelf is painted, came into the Shop; 


they call'd for ſome Lemonade cool'd with Ice, and him 
I deſcrib'd, had fo inimitable a Grace, both in the Tone 
of his Voice, and his polite Addreſs, that I was at once 
| charm'd and pain'd. He perceiv'd I had been weeping, 
and the ſight of the Book, which {till was in my Hand, 


as well as my Bluſhes informing him of the Cauſe ; how 
truly amiable you appear, ſaid he, when your enchant- 


ing Beauty is ſoftned by Tenderneſs you 
| then for Count Douz las. 
is his Fate thus mourn'd. 
render any Lover ſo unhappy by your Rigours——— 


How much to be envy'd 


Take heed you never 


think if you are ſo much touch'd with Woes, with 
which you have no Concern; how dreadful your Re- 


{ morſe will be, if ever you hear your own Diſdain has 


been fatal to ſome faithful Heart. 

He would have added fomewhat more; but the Per- 
ſon who came in with him, interrupted his Diſcourſe, 
whether by Deſign, or that he had really Buſineſs I 
can't ſay ; but he made an Excuſe for going elſewhere, 


and promis'd to call on him as came back. | 
Vo 1. I. E | 1 
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I was now left alone with this too lovely Chevalier ; I 
know not whether he had more the Art of Perſuafion in 
his Words, than any of thoſe who had hitherto addreſs'd 
me, or that my Heart melted with that fatal Story I had 
juſt been reading, was leſs capable of reſiſting the Aſſaults 
of Love; but it receiv'd the Impreſſion, even before he 
declar'd his Paſhon ; and that nothing might be wanting 
to compleat my Shame, I conceal'd not from him the 
Conqueſt he had made never were Tranſports ſu- 
perior to his on this Occaſion he threw himſelf at 
my Feet he kiſs'd my Hands, and embrac'd me a 
thouſand and a thouſand Times. I bluſh to this 
Moment to think with what Eaſe I permitted all this, 
nay, felt a Satisfaction all the time, which I could no 
more conceal than the Paſſion which occafion'd it — 
Tis true, indeed, all the Demonſtrations he gave me of 
Tenderneſs, were only ſuch as Innocence might ſuffer 
and Mcdeſty approve but cannot be excuſed, not 
only on the Account of his being ſo much a Stranger ; 
but alſo, that his Love was unauthorizd by a Mother, 
who ſo well deſerved to have had the ſole Direction of 
my Heart and Attions——O ! Heaven! purſued the 
dear Creature to me, that you had not had ſo good an 
Opinion of my Condut———that you had been more 
ſuſpicious of me then you would never have left 
me alone - you would have foreſeen that one 
unlucky Moment, is enough to triumph over the feeble 
Reaſon of a young Maid like me. But Fatc 
cruel Fate ordain'd it ſo, and ſet me down in its uner- 
ring Book, for Wretchedneſs and Shame, —— 

- Notwithſtanding the Delight I took in being with 
this Charmer of my Soul, and Bewitcher of all my Fa- 
Culties ; as I found it grew late, I was for taking leave 
and obliging him to retire; but he either was, or 
affected to be ſo much griev'd at that Requeſt, that I 
could not refuſe one quarter of an Hour more to his fer- 
vent Prayers He employ'd it in redoubling all the 
Tokens he had before given me of his Love, and ren- 
der d my believing Heart ſtill more and more ſubjected 


to him you love me, Monſieur, ſaid I, and I could 
not 
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not hinder myſelf from confeſſing, you are the only 
Man I ever wiſt'd ſhould do ſo———ſhall I not have 
* Cauſe hereafter to repent the Declaration I have made 
= you? According to all Appearance you are very | 
much above m hat then can be the Event of 
© this reciprocal Tenderneſs, or to what Purpoſe have you 
triumph'd over my Inclinations ? Ih ! leave me 
I already condemn myſelf for what I have faid 
Oh! why, reply'd he, with a dejected Air, do 
you think me capable of abuſing ſo much Goodneſs? 
How unhappy am I, that you do not know me 
better. No, my charming Mariana, I would ſuffer 
Death rather than deceive you——— my Love for you 
ſhall be immortal as my Soul; and I will prefer you 
above all things the World calls great or powerful. 
nor is my Condition ſo much ſuperior to yours, as you, 
perhaps, imagine I belong, indeed, to Monſieur 
| the Count De and have a fair Proſpect of making 
my Fortune ; whatever it be, I am ready to lay it at 
your Feet, and beg leave to {hare it with you. 
i Theſe Words gave me new Life and Courage, I 
| thought a Virgin had no Neceflity to fly a Paſſion 
founded on Virtue, and that where Marriage was the 
End, the Means ought not to be difapprov'd. 
Alas! I did not conſider how common a thing it is for 
Villains, to make this ſacred Pretext the Dupe of their 
baſe Deſigns ; and that it was a Rock on which Inno- 
cence was Haily calt away. ; 
. We parted with Regret, but this firſt Interview giv- 
ing an Aſſurance on my ſide of an eternal Conſtancy; I 
h went to Bed full of pleaſing Imaginations, and indulg'd 


—_w___ 
n 
. 


„ga thouſand vain Idea's, which till then were utter Strangers 
e to my Soul. 

or Pardon me, Mother, ſaid the dear Girl, that I 
I WW carry'd on this Intrigue with ſo much Secrecy for near 


r- lix Months: My perfidious Lover made me believe it 
he was not yet time to reveal it to you, and begg'd he 
n- might have the Pleaſure of doing it himſelf——the plauſi - 
ed dle Pretences he made from time to time, for this Delay, 


Id were {uch as might have deceiv'd a Perſon more wary 
ot E 2 than 
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Truth, and was zealous as himſelf in contriving Oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing me, and keeping our Meetings from 
your Knowledge. 

All this while I waited with Patience the happy Mo- - 
ment, in which ſo tender a Paſſion was to receive your 
Approbation ; I depended wholly on his Honour, and 
had fo great a Confidence in him, that I look'd upon 
it as one of the things. impoſſible in Nature for him to 
be falſe. 

One Evening he came to me with a Countenance full 
of Importance and Concern, my dear Mariana, ſaid 
he, I am oblig'd to leave you, and fo well I love you, that 
I am certain this Abſence will be fatal, if you do not grant 
me what I aſk the Reſpect I have for you, has laid 
me under a Reſtraint this ſix Months, which no Tongue 
can expreſs ; and ſhould I leave you in this Situation, 
you muſt never expect to ſee me more yes, love- 
ly Creature, either kill me, or ſecure my Happi- 
neſs. I have already told you, anſwer'd I, that I love 
you mere than Life———wbat more remains for you to 
aſk? Ah? Mariana! cry'd he, if I lov'd you lefs, I 
ſhould have leſs Deſire but can I=——can TI 
is it in Man to bear eternal Agomes ? Can I forever 
ſee you, and retain this cruel Diſtance ? much leſs 
can I go from you, without receiving all the Satisfaction 
in your power to grant, or my impatient Love to aſk 

Love of yourſelf, not me, cry'd I, no longer at | 

a Loſs for what he meant, indulging your own Wiſhes W | 
without conſidering, that it muſt be at the Expence of all i 
that's dear to me in the World——<—my Honour, my Re-W 
putation, and my eternal Peace of Mind. Oh! Hea- 8 
ven! what ſay you, reſum'd he, liftmg up his Hand: 
and Eyes, is all you have named leſs dear to mie than 
to yourſelf do you know me, and yet uſe ſuch E 
reſſions : Coiçld you believe me capable of ſo 
lack a Crime, as attempting your Diſhonour 
Your Heart you ſay is mine, and all I aim at is to ſecure 
the precious Prize by the molt warrantable Mean 
in fine, you mult conſent to a private Marriage with 2 
befor 
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before my Departure, or by all that's Sacred, the Diſ- 


uiets I am in, will take me forever from you. 

How weak does Love render us, I trembled at this 
Imprecation, and knew not how to refuſe or grant 
what he defired I fight d———he preſs'd 
and at laſt I yielded. The Reaſons he urg'd for having 
it a Secret were of great Conſequence. His Ruin, 
he ſaid, was inevitable, if his Maſter diſcover'd he in- 
tended to marry without a Fortune, he muit therefore 
make one of his own, before it was known he had a 
Wife; and that when he once ſecur'd that Point, which 
he expected would be in a ſhort time, he ſhould ac- 
knowledge his Engagement with Pride and Pleaſure. 

You may remember, my dear Mother, that I aſk'd 
your leave to viſit an Aunt about fix Miles off that 
Journey was no more than a Pretence for my going out to 
be married. Every thing, he ſaid, was ready for 
that Ceremony, and we took our leaves of each other, 
with the Deſign on my fide, of being join'd for Life the 
next Morning. But, Oh! Heavens! what a 
Change! this Moment I thought I was the happieſt, 
the next found myſelf in reality the moſt miſerable. 

Juſt as my Lover- was going out of the Shop, two 
Gentlemen exceedingly well dreſs'd came in; he was no 
ſooner paſs'd, than one ſaid to the other, was not that 
the Marquis De — — Ves, anſwer'd the other, 
but don't ſpeak fo loud he gave me a Wink and 
a Squeeze by the Hand, as I offer'd to ſalute bin 
there is ſome Myſtery in it. I have often {een hum come 
in here. I fancy he makes love to the beautiful Ma- 
riana. As I was in the little Cloſet adjoining to the 
Shop, I heard them ſay theſe Words, ſo flood cloſe, 
imagining they would go on, as, indeed, they did to 
my Confuſion. 

I ſhould eaſily believe it, ſaid one of the Gentlemen, 
in anſwer to ſomething had paſs'd; but Mariana is a 
Girl of Prudence, and I can't think ſhe has yielded. 
How! ery'd the other, do you think it poſſible for a 
Maid of her Condition to refuſe any thing to a Man of 
his Quality beſides you know he has been always ſuc- 
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ceſsful in his Amours. I'Il allow you to be right as to the 
Generality, ſaid the firſt ; but as to Mariana, Iam con- 
vinced ſhe is a modeſt Girl, and ſurprizingly ſuperior to 
Temptation Friend of mine, and a Man of Conſe- 
quence, offer'd her very valuable Preſents, nay, would have 
made a Settlement on her for Life, but *twas all to no 
Purpoſe. And what avails all this, reſumed he, that 
knew 1o little of me; do you think a Girl like her 
would refule to marry a Perſon of his Rank? You 
don't know, perhaps, that the Marquis ſcruples nothing 
for the Gratification of his Paſſion, and when he is what 
he calls violently in love, and can compaſs his Deſigns 
no cther way, pretends an honourable Paſſion, and mar- 
ries the adm d Object under a borrow'd Name 
and I believe I ſhould not wrong him if I ſhould ſay he 
had twenty Wives of this kind. 

Gueſs, if it be poſſible, dear Mother, at my Surprize 
and Rage at hearing this, both were too violent to 
admit thought, and in the firſt Emotions I ſcream'd 
out, O! the Villain! we are overheard, ſaid one of the 
Gentlemen, and by Mariana herſelf I am forry 
for it, cry'd the other, we muſt prevail on her to hold 
her Tongue, on this they ruſh'd into the Cloſet, where 
they found me all in Tears. 

They uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to comfort me; but 
J was aſham'd to ſpeak or look up, as if the Villany prac- 
tis d upon me had made me guilty too: They preſs'd me 
very much to tell them what was between me and the Mar- 
quis : and in Conſideration of the Service they had done 
me, tho' undeſignedly, as well as to clear myſelf in their 
Opinion, I related to them the whole Aﬀair. They 
ſeem'd to believe, and pity me; but engag'd me never 
to Jet the Marquis know by what means, I attain'd the 
knowledge of his real Name, or the Intention he had of 
betraying me. They had no ſooner left me, than I flung 
myſelf on the Bed without being able to pull off my 
Cloaths, in which Poſture I remain'd all Night, and 
from the cruel Agitations I then ſuffer'd. I date the be- 
ginning of that inward Decay, which now deprives you 
of your Child, 2 


| 
1 
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All the Reſolution, ſaid the afflicted Mother, that my 
dear Girl had aſſum'd, to me make this Narrative, here 
forſook her, and ſhe was compell'd to vent ſome Part of 
her Anguiſh in Tears, before ſhe was able to proſecute 
it; but, drying her Eyes as ſoon as ſhe could, ſhe went 
on in this manner. | 

The Day following, reſumed ſhe, our Maid, who by 
Bribes he had made of his Party, brought me a Letter 
from him in vain did Love plead in my Heart 
for this perfidious Wretch————in vain did the Idea of 
his Charms, his Wit, his Eloquence, riſe in my Mind. 
I was determin'd never to ſee him more, and to 
hate if poſſible a Man, who under the facred Pretence of 
Love and Honour, had ſo baſely impos'd on my Credu- 
lity, and gone ſo great a way in the ruin of my Var- 
tue. I ſent the Letter back unopen'd, and charg'd the 
Servant never to engage in any Com miſſions from him 
for the future; yet the audacious Creature preſum'd the 
next Day to bring me another, with a Meſſage alſo from 
him, that he had ſomewhat to acquaint me with of the 
utmoſt Importance, and that he begg'd I would not con- 
demn him without hearing his Defence. All ſhe could 
urge on this Point either from him or herlelf, had not 
the defir'd Effect upon me, and I was ſo provok'd at 
her offering to interfere,that I prevail'd with you on ſome 
Pretence or other to turn her away, as you may re- 
member. 

Some few Days after this, I was cruelly alarm'd to find, 
when I awoke, the Deceiver kneeling by my Bedſide, 
and bathing one of my Hands with his deluding Tears 
I ſnatch'd it from him; but with a Confuſion, 
which gave him too much Reaſon to believe, I had not 
yet overcome the Tenderneſs I once had for him. 

Well then, beautiful Mariana, you no longer love 
me, ſaid he, with a Look that pierced my very Soul, 
you refuſe to ſee me, to hear me 
you baniſh from you, all who would iatercede for me. 
But in the Name of God what have 1 done to 
merit ſuch cruel Treatment: is it concealing my 
real Quality I confeſs I am the Marquis De-——l 
E 4 have, 
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have, indeed, deceiv'd you, but deceiv'd you on a Mo- 
tive, which if you had known would have more endear'd 
me to you is ita Crime to have a more refin'd 
and delicate Idea of Love, than my Sex ordinarily are 
capable of ? yet to this I owe my Misfortune—— 
"tis this that has loſt me all I value in the World 
yet cn whom lies the Blame, on Mariana or her Lover ? 
Why did you not keep the folemn Promiſe you 
made me ? Why did you not meet me at the 
appointed Place ? There you would have known 
if it were to the Marquis D. or to the Secretary 
of the Count D. you were going to give your 
Hand.—— WIy, Oh! too cruel Mariana! did you 
diſappoint me of the Satisfaction I propos'd in undece:v- 
mg you, by giving you a Huſband more worthy of your 
Charms ? I acddreſs'd you under the Character of 
one, whom you might look on as your Equal, becauſe 
if I had appear'd in my own, my jealous Heart might 
have ſuggelted my Title and high Fortune had greater 
ſhare in gainivg you, than any thing Yau could find in 
my Perſon. O] Mariana] my loving you too 
well, has made me criminal in your Efteem but 
I have done————1 owed ſo much to the Vindication 
of my own Honour, you now know the Dottom 
of my Heart, as to its Sentiments for you, and it re- 
mains for you to judge. 

I am aſham'd to confeſs, that while he ſpoke my Re- 
ſolution ſtagger'd my Heart was too much on his 
fide his Excuſes were ſpecious I was ſome- 
times ready to believe him, and to aſk Pardon for having 
ſuſpected him. But Reaſon in the End overcome, 
it remonſtrated to me that what I had heard from the 
Gentlemen could not be ſpoke with any Deſign, not 
only, as they were neither his Rivals nor Enemies ; but 
alſo that their Diſcourſe was between themſelves, and not 
intended for my Ear, I aſſumed, therefore, Courage 
enough to deſire he would leave me, proteſting. at the 
ſame time that all he could urge would be in vain; for I 
never more would conſent to ſce him, or to think any 
otherwiſe of his Behaviour; but as he meant to deceive _ 
abiule 


i c Ou Fee 


| was aſham'd then to reflect how far I had contributed to 
| deceive myſelf. 
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abuſe my Confidence. On this he committed a thouſand 
Extravaganciez——ofter'd to fall upon his Sword——— 
rav'd, wept, and omitted nothing that might teſtify the 
molt deſperate dying Love but I was ſtill immove- 
able, and ſomebody luckily coming into the Room, he 
retir'd, and deliver'd me for ever from the Alarms I 
could not but feel, while he was preſent. | 
After he was gone with how much Difficulty does 
Virtue get the better of Inclination I began to think 
there was a Poſſibility of his being Innocent; and, if fo, 
ſaid I to myſelf, what Puniſhment can be too great for my 
raſh and precipitate Proceeding did Fortune deſign 
me ſo vaſt a Bleſſing, as being the Marchioneſs D 
and have I wantonly thrown away her Favours !——but 
theſe Suppoſitions ſoon gave way to more ſolid ones, and 
] applauded myſelf for having ſo much reſtrain'd before 
him, the Concern his Preſence gave me, I was, how- 
ever, in a moſt unhappy Situation of Mind, till reſolving if 
poſſible to find out the Myſtery, Chance and my own En- 
deavours brought me into the Acquaintance of a young 
Maid, who had been one of the Examples of his ſucceſs- 
ful Perfidy, and whoſe Story confirm'd me, that I had 
plac'd my Aﬀections on the baſeſt of Mankind. I 


I hated the Character of my un- 
grateful Lover; but I could not love his Perſon leſ 
Time, however, might have worn out the Impreſſion of 
his Charms, had I been left to myſelf and heard no more 


of him; but about eight Days fince, I receiv'd a Blow 


which I was quite unguarded againſt, and which has put 


| the finiſhing Stroke to my unhappy Life. 


A Man of a good Aſpect and well dreſs'd came to 
me, and aſk'd me if I were Mariana; after I had ſatisfied 


| him that I was, would to God, faid he, any other than 


myſelf had been employ' d on this Buſineſs. II never 


| ſaw you before, Mademoiſeile; but now I do, am fo 


much in your Intereſt, that I fear I ſhall be unable to 
diſcharge my Commiſſion in the manner it was order'd ; 
but, continu'd he, as you muſt know it, forgive 
me that I bring you the unwelcome News, that Mon- 
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heur the Marquis Dis to be married to-morrow, 
to Mademoiſelle D-———that Lady has been inform'd 
of ſeveral Intrigues of her intended Spouſe, and among 
the reſt, that he has carry'd on a regular Correſpon- 
dence with you, and ſome have affirm'd that he is even 
married to you in private; for which Reaſon, though 
every thing relating to the Ceremony is prepar'd, ſhe 
has made a ſolemn Vow never to become his Wife, till 
the Affair between you is fully clear'd up: She will ſend 
a Perſon to you, to know your Anſwer, and on that en- 
tirely depends the Conſummation, or breaking off the 
Wedding. lt is in vain that my Lord Marquis 
makes the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations, that he is a Stranger 
to your Bed; ſhe is inflexible, and aſſures him, that if 
he has deceiv'd you, ſhe will never ſee him more. The 
Marquis who adores her, and cannot live without her, 
has ſent me to you, to deſire you will give ſuch Replies 
to the Queſtions, aſk'd you on this Occaſion, as may 
ſecure his Happineſs ; and withal commands me to tell 
yeu, that if you act in any way, ſo as to be an Obſtacle to 
his Happineſs, he will ſend you to a Place, where you 
may repent your Obſtinacy at Leiſure, and that 
go, go, Monkeur, go, interrupted I, exaſperated be- 
yond Meaſure at this unworthy Menace ; tell him who 
has ſent you with this honourable Meſſage, that I de- 
ſpiſe him too much, to give myſelf any Trouble con- 
cerning him, or his new Engagement; but I could 
never have imagin'd, that aſter being guilty of ſo many 
Treacheries, of which I am better inform'd than he 
thinks; he could have the Audacity to ſend ſuch a Meſ- 
ſage to a Perſon he has ſo much ſolicited to be his 
Wife; with theſe Words I turn'd from him, and he went 
away attoniſh'd at my Spirit and Reſolution. 

But, vain Pride! unayailing outſide Appearance 
bitter Anguiſh prey'd on my ſecret Soul.——[ was all 
Horror, all Diſtraction my Lover loſt forever. 
Not only abandon'd by him; but ſacrificed to a 


Rival. Nay, inſulted by outragious 'Threats.——_O 


this it is, dear Mother, that conſumes my Vitals, and 
| has 
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has reduced me as you ſee: What is all the World to 
me ? The Marquis is married ;——all is done. 

Her Tears put an End to this melancholly Narration. 
I endeavour'd to conſole her, and omitted no- 
thing to reſtore her ; but in vain, ſhe ſtill grew weaker, 
and about ten Days aſter expired ſhe died as ſhe had 
liv'd, in ſuch Sentiments of Piety, as afforded me great 
Comfort, and enabled me to ſubmit to the Divine Will, 
but, alas! it coſt me dear, and will do ſo all my Life. 

Here the diſconſolate Mother ceas'd, and I was ſo 
moved with this mournful Hiſtory, that I wept bitterly : 
The liking ſhe had taken to me, was very much en- 
creas'd by ſeeing ſuch Marks of my Affection, and ſhe 
expreſs'd it in the moſt grateful Manner. Reflections 
naturally aroſe on the Inconſtancy, the Perfidy, and De- 
ceit of Mankind in Love Affairs, and I look'd on the 
Fate of Mariana, as a kind of Preſervative of my In- 
nocence againſt the Dangers I might expect to meet with 
in Paris. 

At length we arriv'd at Valvint, where we found the 
Convenience before-mention'd ; we bargain'd with the 
Perſon that drove it, for my Paſlage and the Carriage 
of the Cloaths, Mariana's Mother was ſending to her 
ſurviving Daughter ; and having taken leave of each 
other with mutual Demonſtrations of Friendſhip, I ſet 
forward on my Journey. 

When 1 was alone in the Waggon, I abandon'd my- 
ſelf to the moſt melancholly Reflection Heavens 
ſaid I, what am I doing what will become of me 
—what will People think ? what will my 
Mother ſay ? that tender Mother who, perhaps, at 
this very Moment is half diſtracted with her Fears for 
me———theſe Thoughts grew in{upportable, and I 
cry'd to myſelf——<—  —no, no, I cannot, muſt. not he 
guilty of ſuch a Breach of Duty how know I, but 
it may break her Heart L' go no farther 1 
will return, better to endure all the Reproaches that can 
be laid upon me, than be the Death of ſuch a Parent. 
Ah! had I never left her, I had not been in- 


. volved in the Difliculties I now am, | 
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In fine, I reſolved to go back to the Village, and ra- 
ther ſubmit to any thing than be guilty of what I ap- 
prehended the Uncertainty of my Fate might be the 
Cauſe of. I was juſt going to call to the Waggoner to 
bid him ſtop, that I might alight, when putting out my 
Head, I ſaw a Perion well mounted, riding full Speed 
after us, and preſently after, to my Confuſion, diſcover'd 
it was no other than the Chevalier D'E/tieux: The 
Terrors that then ſeiz d me are inexpreſſible, ſo I ſhall 
only ſay they were an{werable to the Cauſe I trem- 
bled from Head to Foot I knew not what to do 
in this Exigence all I could think on, was to 
cover myſelf all over with a piece of coarſe Cloth, that 
was given me to preſerve me from any Accident of the 
Weather; and laid myſelf cloſe down at the Bottom of 
the Waggon. I remain'd thus above an Hour with- 
out daring to ſtir, at laſt Curioſity prevailing, I ventur'd 
to open one Corner of my Coverlet, and ſaw, Oh! 
Heaven, the Remembrance of what I then endur'd 
now makes me ihake, the Chevalier following the Wag- 
gon, and earneſt in Diſcourſe with him that had care of 
it. What a Situation was I now in———how muſt 
T now avoid the Danger that threatned me from his Bru- 
tality. Good God! cry'd I to myſelf, what has 


brought him this Way !———who can have directed 


bim what may I not expect if he knows I am ſo 
near him? 

The racking Myſtery was ſoon unravelled ; for pre- 
ſently after another Gentleman came galloping to the 
Chevalier, I have had no better luck than you, ſaid he, 
as he came toward us, I can hear nothing of her—— 
the Chevalier made no Anſwer, but put his Finger to 
his Mouth and pointed to the Waggon ; but when he 
came nearer, take heed, ſaid he, in a low Voice, we 
have her if ſhe now eſcapes it muſt be by a Mi- 


racle———tho' I fancy ſhe ſuſpects ſomething ſee 
how ſhe has wrapp'd herſelf u the Winding of 
the Road hindred me from hearing what farther paſs'd 
between them, and nothing is more amazing to me, than 


ghat the Fright I was in did 6 
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but the Almighty Diſpoſer of all Things enabled me to 
ſtand againſt this unexpected Blow, and inſpired me with 
a Contrivance to preſerve my Innocence. 

In about half an Hour after I firſt ſaw this formidabl e 
Enemy of my Virtue, the Waggon drove into a Forreſt ; 
the Remembrance of the Violence I had ſo narrowly 
eſcaped, in a Place much like this, from him who was 
now in Purſuit of me, for the ſame wicked Purpoſe, en- 
creaſed my Terrors; but the Road here being very bad, 
and the depth of the Rutts (occaſioned by ſome late heavy 
Rains) rendred it exceeding troubleſome to ride, and 
compell'd the two Gentlemen to ſtrike into a Path, be- 
tween which and the great Road the Trees were extremely 
thick ſome of the Boughs luckily hanging over our 
Heads, I catch'd hold of one of them, and the Waggon 
driving from under me, I climb'd up into a large Tree, 
fully reſolved to hide myſelf there till I could venture 
out with Safety, the Road being here {trait I could ſee a 
great Way from me. 

I was ſoon convinced, that I had not taken this Pre- 
caution without ſufficient Reaſon, and ſure it was Heaven 
alone that inſpir'd me with the Thought, and preſented 
me with ſuch an Opportunity I could fee the Wag- 
gon when it had gone ſome little diſtance ſtop the 
Gentlemen quitted their Horſes, and having tied them 
to two Trees went towards it; one of them, but which I 
could not diſcern jumped haſtily into it, and having lifted 
up the Coverlet teſtiſied a great Surprize at finding no 
Body under it he then deſcended, talked ſome 
little Time with his Companion, after which they both 
remounted, look'd round, and then rode off taking diffe- 


rent Roads. 


I kept cloſe all this while in my Poſt, bleſſing God for 
the Hope I now had of not falling into their Hands 
three Hours at leaſt were elapſed without any thing ap- 
pearing, yet did I not dare to remove; I was juſt be- 
ginning to think my Danger over, when I ſaw the 
Wretches return, having met I ſuppoſe at ſome appointed 
Place; it is to no Purpoſe ſaid the Chevalier to ſearch for 
her at ſuch a Diſtance e did wrong———ſhe 
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can't be gone ſo far, But muſt be hid ſomewhere this 
Way it was here, or hereabouts we loſt her, do 
you place yourſelf yonder where the Roads croſs, and 
PII ſtay upon this riſing Ground, from whence I can ſee 
a Way round— — How happy for me was this 
Information, I ſhould elſe have ventured down, and been a 
Prey to all a Virgin has to dread. 

Night drew on apace, the Sun was already ſet, and 1 
endured a great Deal both from my uneaſy Poſture, and 
my troubled Mind, my Strength as well as Patience was 
almoſt exhauſted, and I believe I ſhould have fallen from 
my Aſylum, had I not been happily relieved : A Chaiſe 
and ſix with a Lady and a little Girl in it, eſcorted by 
two Horſemen pais'd by the Moment I ſaw them, 
I thought it beſt to quit the Tree and beg their Protection, 
but in deſcending, I had the ill Fortune to have the upper 
Part of my Gown hook'd on one of the Branches, and 
my Foot ſlipping at the ſame Time, I hung dangling in 
the Air without being able to get quite down, or up 
again into the Body of the Tree. The fear of falling 
made me ſcream out, which brought the Lady's two 
Servants to my Aſſiſtance, they could not help laughing 
to find me in this Poſture, but having diſengaged me, 
and ſet my Feet on the Ground, good God, ſaid one of 
them, what Hazards do you run my pretty Maid——lure 
you muſt love Birds dearly to venture paying ſo dear for 
tiking their Neſts. I had no time to make any Anſwer, 
I ſaw the Chevalier D*' E/v:eax making towards me, and 
not above an hundred Yards diſtant I ran, or rather 
flew to the Chariot crying cut all the Way for the 
Love of God, Madam, {ave me as you tender your 
Happineſs here, or hereafter, protect a helpleſs Maid 
purſued by Raviſhers. My Cries occaſioned the 
Chariot to ſtop, and the Lady looking out, immediately 
beckon'd to me in Token ſhe gave a favourable Ear to 
my Requeſt ; and as ſhe afterwards told me, that tho” 1 
was dreſt plain and like a Country-Girl, there was an 
undeſcribable Delicacy, a certain ſomething to which ſhe 
could not give a Name, that at ſirſt Sight intereſted her 
Heart in my Behalf ; ſhe bad me come into the * 
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and having ordered the Coachman to drive on, ask'd-me 
the Occaſion of my Fright: I made no Scruple of re- 
lating to her who I was, and all that had befallen me, 
concealing nothing but my Paſſion for the Marquis de 
, ſhe liſtened to me with a great deal of 
Attention, and when I had done, why this is horrible, 
ſaid ſhe, and ſhews how dangerous Men are to thoſe they 
pretend to love, where the Paſſion is not directed by Ho- 
nour ; Mothers therefore ought never to leave their 
Daughters to themſelves, nor ought Daughters ever to 
take the leaſt Step without the Advice of their Mothers ; 
however, Child, continued ſhe, you have nothing to fear 
from the Chevalier a” EIieux I don't think he will 
have the Infolence to infult you in my Preſence, nor 
would the Servants who attend me ſuffer it if he did. 
I am well acquainted with your Godmother, and will 
write to her on this Occaſion I doubt not but ſhe will 
lay her Commands upon him, to trouble you no farther. 
She had ſcarce ended theſe Words, when the Chevalier, 
who had ſtop'd a little on my being received into the 
Chariot, (I imagine to conſider what he ſhould do) rode 
up towards us, I perceived him coming, and cryed, 
Ah, Madam! he is comm he is coming——the 
Lady then look'd out, and ſaid to him as loud as ſhe could, 
come hither Monſieur a” EIbieux, 1 am a particular Friend 
of your Mother's, and ſhould be glad to give you ſome 
Advice He had no ſooner heard theſe Words, 
and ſeen who it was that ſpoke them, than cover'd with 
Confuſion, he made a low Bow, and gallop'd back as 
faſt as he was able. 

Well, faid ſhe, I told you how it would be you 
are ſafe and ſhall be ſo with me, *ti]l I have wrote to 
your Godmother, and her Anſwer ſhall determine in what 
Manner you muſt be diſpoſed of. 

I prais'd God for this happy End of an Adventure, 
which had threatned ſo much Evil, and bleſs'd my kind 
Protectreſs: She was a Lady extremely handſome, tho? at 
that Time paſt her fortieth Year ; but her Goodneſs was 


hardly to be equallꝰ d endeavoured by all the lit- 
le Services I could do her on the Road, to teſtify. my 
*. Gratitude 
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Gratitude, and render myſelf acceptable to her; nor was 
my Labour thrown away; by the Time we reach'd Paris, 
I could perceive I had gain'd great Ground in her Af 
fetion. 

The Houſe we were ſet down at was very magnificent, 
both as to the Structure and Furniture ; it was her own, 
and ſhe was call'd (as I was ſoon after inform'd) Madam 
De G————, der Huſband was a Man of Family, and 
Receiver of the Finance: the Number of their 
Servants ſpoke their Wealth; the Lady had three Women 
to herſelf, beſide a Governeſs and Maid for her Daugh- 
ter, who was about ten Years old, and was ſhe who came 
with us in the Chariot | 
Her Huſband kept not ſo many Servants to attend on 
his own Perſon, went plain in his Habit, and was very 
frugal in the Expences of his Houſehold ; but that was, 

as I found in a ſhort Time, that he might have the more 
to diſpoſe of in his private Pleaſures. 
| Madam preſented me to him, but he ſeem'd not much 
affected with what ſhe ſaid to him in my Favour, and 
indeed had a Kind of Indifference or Indolence, I know 
not which to call it, in his Behaviour to every body at 
Home ; he only ask'd his Lady after an Abſence of ſome 
Weeks, how ſhe had enjoyed her Health in the Country, 
and turned into his Cloſet without ſtaying for her Anſwer ; 
as he paſs'd by me, however, he gave me a Look, which 
young as I was, I could perceive had nothing in it of 
that Coldneſs he had affected in his Converſation. 

He was about fifty or ffty-five Years of Age, he was a 
well made graceful Man, and had an engaging Aſpect; I 
was ſoon told by ſome of the Family that he was of an: 
amorous Conſtitution, but very private in his Intrigues, t: 
as indeed he well might, nothing being more ridiculous IM 1 
than for a Man to indulge thoſe tender Follies after a cer- 

| tain Age, which in my Opinion ought not to exceed forty; 
b 7 he was at laſt ſenſible of the Errors he could not avoid 
\t falling into, and endeavour'd all he could, to paſs upon 
1 the World as a Perſon who had entirely overcome them. 
on I made it my whole Study to ingratiate myſelf to the il 
Lady, nor indeed was it difficult, her uncommon * 
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neſs of Diſpofition render'd every little Effort acceptable, 
and doubled every Service done her; ſhe had a great 
Love for me and ſhewed it in all her Behaviour to me— 
Her Daughter was taught Muſick, Painting, Dancing 
and Writing, and fhe was ſo good to order 1 ſhould make 
Uſe of that Opportunity for my Improvement———all 
the Maſters perceiving how much I was a Favourite, 
took the ſame Care of me as they did of the young Lady 
herſelf; and to this I am indebted for great Part of the 
Accompliſhments, which at preſent I am eſteem'd for; 
as my Voice was naturally good, and my Limbs turn'd 
for genteel Motion, I ſoon became a great Proficient in 
ſinging and dancing ; nor was my Fancy leſs admired in 
my Painting, and 1 wrote well enough in a ſhort Time to 
have my Hand equal thoſe who inſtructed me; and this 


| latter Article pleas'd me above all others, becauſe I flat- 


ter'd myſelf I ſhould one Day have an Occafion to uſe this 


| Talent to one, I need not ſay the Marquis, for whom, 


now my Fears were over, all my Reſolutions to forget 
| Were over. | 


One Morning when I was praQtiſing ſome of my Leſ- 


ſons, in a little Room appropriated entirely for my Uſe, 
| a Servant came to inform me his Lady would have me 
come to her in her Cloſet; as I knew ſhe had wrote to 
| the Counteſs De N. I made ro Queſtion but ſhe had 


receiv'd an Anſwer, and made what haſte I could down; 


| as ſoon as I came into the Room, Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, I 


have Letters here which concern you, and I ſent for you 


| to let you know the Contents. 


She ſpoke this with ſo reſerved and grave an Air, 


that I apprehended there was little to my Advantage men- 
| tion'd in them, and liſten'd to her with an equal Share of 


Impatience and Fear. 

This, purſued ſhe, taking one in her Hand, is from 
your God-mother ; ſhe ſpeaks of you with great Affection, 
but informs me of ſome Particulars, which I think would 
be wholly improper to make you acquainted with—Yoor 
Heart I find is tender, and it might be dangerous to re- 
vive in you ſome Sentiments, which have colt you much 
Trouble, 


' 
: 


4 _— 


— 2 
_ ah 4 S — 4 . ; 


_— 


- 


"2 — K — * 
1 
. 


2 
* 
© 
— 
* 
"== 


* 
£ N * 
E 
« 3 *F 23 0. is 


- _—— — 
* — N 
25 


* ws c 
18 * 
* * * 


go The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


Trouble, and if in the leaſt indulg*d may involve you in 
more. 

The Reader may judge whither this was not enough to 
excite in me the utmoſt Curioſity, but I concealed it, de- 
termining within myſelf to try all poſſible Methods tc get 
that Letter into my Hands, that I might diſcover what 
ſhe ſeera'd to think of ſuch ill Conſequence for me to 


| know. 


This other, continued ſhe, is from Madamoiſelle her 
Daughter, who I find is not fo well affected to you 
ſhe thinks quite different from what he merits of the Che- 
valier, in Regard to his Behaviour to you ſhe advi- 
ſes me to be cautious how I entertain any good Opinion 
of you, and to obſerve all your Actions ſhe tells 
me you are a great Diſſembler, very vain, and very ma- 


licious that your Inſinuations had like to have occa- iſ 


honed a great deal of Miſchief ; that by your pretended 
Innocence you had inveigled the Affection of Monſieur 
the Marquis de L——#/——that he had fought on your 
Account, and is much hurt in fine, that you are 
the Reverſe of every Thing you would be thought, and 
have ſo far forgot your mean Birth and Cottage Educa- 
tion, that you think you are on a Level with all who 
vouchſafe to give you any Encouragement ; and ſays that 
ſhe apprehends your Stay in my Houſe, will bring on ſome 
il Conſequence or other, which may make me repent ! 
ever ſuffered you to come into it, ſo wiſhes me to diſcard 
you immediately be alſo adds that the old Mar- 
quis de . Father to him who is wounded, is 
highly incenſed againſt you, and looks on you as the 
ſole Cauſe of the Danger his Son's Life is in, and vows 
the bittereſt Revenge in Caſe he does not recover, which 
at preſent is very much doubted. 

I labour'd all I could to refrain giving any Marks of 
the Vexation this Letter plung'd me in, and the fil 
much greater Grief at hearing what had hapned to my 
dear Marquis; but notwithſtanding all I could do, my 
Tears forced a Paſſage through my Eyes, and Madam dt 
G plainly ſaw the Anguiſh of my Mind. * 


| 
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The Grief which you in vain attempt to conceal, ſaid 
ſhe, convinces me one Part of the Letter is true; as for 
the reſt I regard it as the Effect of Prejudice I fee 
Madamoiſelle D' E/5:eux has an Averſion to u 
I know not wherefore, for indeed to me you appear of 


a ſweet Diſpolition, and you muſt be ſo, unleſs you are 


the greateſt Diſſembler upon Earth. 
I wept bitterly at theſe Words ſhe ſeemed moved 


at my Sorrows, and bid me compole myſelf, telling me, 


ſhe did not ſend for me with an Intent to give me any 
Diſquiet. Behave yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, as you have 


hitherto done, according to the Opinion I have of you, 
and I will take care of you. 


I made a low Obedience in Token of my Gratitude, 


and was going out of the Room when ſhe call'd me 
| back 
| forgot one Thing, your Father and Mother would have 


Stay, Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, I had like to have 


you return to them; but in ſpite of all Madamoiſelle 


* D'Elbieux has wrote, you ſhall be at liberty to go 


| or ſtay -Ah, Madam! cryed I eagerly, as much 
2s I reſpect them I well, well, replied my char - 


ming Beneſactreſs interrupting me, 1 ſee which Party 


you would wiſh to take you may have Reaſons 


| for not being ſo willing to obey them in this Particular, 


as I doubt not but you would in other thing 


be eaſy therefore as I before told you, you ſhall be your 
| own Miſtreſs, and are perſectly welcome to flay where 


you are l want not to loſe you- | 
I fell upon my Knees, and kiſſed her Hands, quite 


| overwhelm'd with this Exceſs of Goodneſs, and having 


pour d forth my Acknowledgements in as handſome a 
Manner as I could, retired from her Apartment ; as I 
went out I was met by Monſieur De G———, and my 
Eyes being ſtill wet with Tears, what is the Matter my 
pretty Maid, faid he taking me by the Hand, has any 
one affronted you ? I ſhall be very angry with my 


Wife, for no one elſe dare uſe you in an unkind Man- 
e. bçit do not grieve for any thing ſhe doe 
al not long be ſo il put 
I have been thinking al- 
ready 


Pit take care you ſh 
Things in better Order 
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ready what to do for you. I am much obliged to you, 
Monſieur, anſwered I, your Lady being pleaſed to permit 
my being here, demands the utmoſt Gratitude from me, 
and I have a Soul, which will never let me forget her 
Bounries. 
Lou do well to ſay fo, anſwered he, but I ſee no ſuch 
t Kindneſs to you I perceive you have been 
in Tears, and I ſuppoſe you would not weep at receiving 
Favours Some Time or other I will enquire far- 
ther into this Affair; but this is not a proper Place to hold 
any Diſcourſe i Farewel⸗ with this he ſqueez'd 
my Hand, and went into his Lady's Chamber. 

I was not ſo dull of Apprehenſion, as not to ſee he 
liked me better than he ought to have done, and was 
very- much troubled at it, as being an Incident which 
very much endanger'd the Happineſs of my preſent Situ- 
ation; theſe Reftetions however gave way to others of 
a different Kind, and which ſeem'd yet more interreſting 
to me. 

The Letter wrote by my Godmother to Madam De 
G—— ran very much in my Mind I doubted 
not but it contain'd great Part of her Sentiments, con- 
cerning the Affection the Marquis had for me, and the 
very mention of that dear Name, was of itſelf ſafficient 
to render me impatient to know in what manner ; beſides, 
I imagin'd I ſhould thence be able to diſcover ſomething 
more of that unhappy Adventure, in which he had been 
wounded, than Madam De G was willing 1 
ſhould be acquainted with: I thought of nothing 
but how to get a ſight of it, but could find no Stratagem, 
it being lock'd up in a Drawer, the Key of which Ma- 
dam had always in her Pocket, it being a Place where 
ſhe uſually laid her Jewels and other Curioſities. 

Chance, however was favourable to my Wiſhes ; the 
Sunday following being fomewhat later than ordinary be- 
fore the was dreſt, in her Hurry of going to Church the 
forgot the Key ; as I had always a watchful Eye over 
that Place, ſince the Letters being laid there, I ſoon per- 
ceived the Opportunity was given me to read them, 
which I did with a great deal of Impatience, Thi 
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; where ſhe mentioned the Marquis's Love for me, and 


Madam De G————that her Son had dangerouſly 


| confirm'd the Truth of what the Servant had ſaid 
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The firſt J took in my Hand was that of Mademoiſelle 
D'Elkieux, but that I paſs'd ſlightly over and came to 


the Counteſs's : I found ſhe ſpoke of me as Madame De 
G had faid, in very advantagious Terms, except 


there I could perceive a little Reſentment : She acquainted 


wounded him with a Piitol-Bullet that the Coun- 
try talk'd variouſly on the Aſtair, but that ſhe had come 
to the Truth by Means of an old Servant, whom ſhe had 
entruſted with the Care of my Education——that tho' the 
Marquis was very cautious in his Behaviour, and refuſed 
to relate to any one the Grounds of the Quarrel between 
him and the Chevalier, yet the Diſquiet he could not for- 
bear expreſſing at not knowing what was become of me, 


that ſhe thought herſelf under an indiſpenſible Obligation 
to acquaint his Father with the whole Buſineſs, that he 


might conſider in Caſe his Son ſhould recover, how to 
| prevent any Conſequences which might attend ſo violent 
| and ill placed a Paſſion. which was the more to be fear'd, 
the ſaid, as ſhe beliey'd me truly virtuous and my Lover 
| a Man of Honour. 


She concluded her Letter with adviſing Madam 4 
to ſend me Home to my Parents, ſay ing my 


Charms were dangerous and might in Time create much 
| Miſchief; but that if ſhe reſolved to keep me with her, 


at leaſt never to let me ſee the Marquis, if he ſhould re- 
cover and hear where I was. 


I lamented with Floods of Tears the Condition of my 


| beloved Lover, but I could not in my Heart condemn the 


Cautions given on my Account, nay I even reſolved to 
make Uſe of them myſelf ; what I had read remindin 
me of the Perplexities which muſt naturally attend ſuch 
unequal Engagements, made me for a Moment wiſh I 
had never ſeen the Marquis I fay a Moment, for it 
laſted no longer the Pleaſure of loving and bein 
beloved by ſuch a Perſon, whatever Troubles it ſhoul 


involve me in, was preferable to an inſipid Eaſe and a 
Life of Indifference. | 
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Aſter I had fully examined what I had ſo earneſtly 
deſired to know, I folded them carefully up in the man- 
ner I found them, and laid them in fame Place : I had 
but juſt done, when Monſieur De G———came into 
— Apartment, and was very near ſurprizing me in the 

act. 

O! are you here, my pretty Feanetta, faid he, 
Well! I hope, you have had no farther Occaſion for 
Tears ſince I ſaw you laſt. The Surprize of ſeeing him 
come in, had fent a Colour into my Face, which douht- 
leſs render d me more amiable : That bold and forward 
Air, which a great many Women affect, being far leſs 
taking with the Men, than one that ſeems more timid 
and una ſſur'd. | 

Monſieur De G———was juſt then an Inftance of this 
'Truth, at leaſt in Appearance, by extolling the Modeſty 
and Baſhfulneſs of my Air but, ſaid he, you an- 
ſwer nothing to what I fay to you is it becauſe you 
ſtand in Awe of me, I aflure you that is not one of the 
Sentiments I would wiſh to inſpire you with; neither is 
there any Occafion for it, I am more your Friend than 
you imagine it 15 owing to me, that my Wife treats 
you with ſo much Kindneſ: therefore if you are of 
ſo grateful a Temper as you ſeem, you will think [ 
deſerve ſome Regard from you; I defire nothing more 
than that you will accept of my Friendſhip. Pry 
Monſieur, anſwer'd I, that nothing in my Part has been 
wanting, to teſtify the Senſe I have of all the Obliga- 
tions conferr'd on me, ſince the time I came into your 
Houſe, and as to your Friendſhip, tis ſo great an Ho- 
nour that Well, well, cry'd he, you ſhall be 
more happy than you think, at leaft it will be your own 
Fault if you are not ; but take care, continued he, 
not to drop the leaſt Hint of what I ſay to you before 
my Wife ſhe is inclin'd to Jealouſy, and Peace 
maſt be preſerv'd in a Family. 

I was at a Loſs how to reply to this Diſcourſe, when 
fortunately Madam De G was come from Maſs, 


and ran directly up to her Apartment, which her Hut- 
band quitting, on hearing her on the Stairs ? What are 
| : 


you 


nn 


— © =. e- a. a mw 


8 8 


Virgin's Victory. 95 
you doing here, Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, to me? Mon- 
fieur, I perceive, has juſt left you what has he 
been ſaying to you ? let me know the Truth, con- 
tinu'd ſhe, throwing herſelf into an eaſy Chair, I ſhall 
not be angry whatever has paſs'd I know my 
Huſband lives not without his Gallantries.-—Therefore 
if you would preſerve my Friendſhip, you muſt conceal 
nothing from me. | 

'Tis eaſy for me to ſatisfy your Ladyſhip, anſwer'd J, 
tis certain, Monſieur De G has ſaid very kind 
things to me; but I look'd upon them only as Words 
of Courſe. | 

Let me hear them, however, ſaid ſhe, and I ſhall be | 
the better judge: On this I repeated Word for Word, | 
us the whole Diſcourſe between us; after which, well, 
ty cry'd ſhe, your Youth and Inexperience in the World, 

is an Excuſe for your not anſwering him in a different 
manner, from what you did. But, remember, 
he  7-arnetta, that a Maid ought to nip in the Bud, all the 
s Expectations Men may have of being able to diſhonour xx 
an ber; for if they are once permitted to hope, they pre- by 
ats tend afterwards a kind of Right, to take any Meaſures 
of to compaſs their Deſigns- So be wary for the fu- 
- I ff ture, and do nothing without firſt conſulting me. 
ore The Remonſtrances of this good Lady were not un- 
pe, neceſſary, for I was ſoon convinced ſhe knew her Huſ- 
en band, but too well; and what beſell me on his Account, 
ga- Not only prov'd it; but gave her an Opportunity of diſco- 
— _s an Excellence of Nature few. Women can boaſt 
| of. 
* Two Days after this, one of Madam De Gommm—s 
wn Women, for whom I had a particular Regard, as I 
he, © found ſhe was a great Favourite with her Lady, came 
fore into my Chamber before I was up what in Bed ſtill, 
ace ou lazy thing, cry'd ſhe, come you muſt riſe and dreſs 
yourſelf immediately, I am going out and ſhall take 
hen Nou with me with all my Heart, anſwer'd J, if 
laſs, Deu had given me Notice laſt Night, I would have 
Jof- Yon ready before this well, tis Time enough, 
are elumed ſhe, however, make what haſte you can. 
you This 
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This Woman could not be leſs than ſeventy Years 
old, forty of which ſhe had paſs'd in the Family, where 
ſhe was much reſpected, eſpecially by her Lady, whoſe 
Mother ſhe had waited on while ſhe was in her Child- 
hood. I had the greater Regard for her, becauſe J 
overheard her perſuade Madam De G to keep me 
in the Houſe, when ſhe ſeem'd inclin'd to ſend me Home 
on the Counteſs's Letter. 

We went in a Hackney-Coach to $87. Honore's Street, 
where we ſtopp'd at a Mercer's, ſhe aſk'd for flower'd 
Damaſks, which being immediately brought, ſhe would 
needs have my Fancy, and then bought the Piece [ 
pitch'd upon.—Gowns then of light, gay Silks 
were ſhewn us, ſome hefitting the Spring of the Year, 
and others the Autumn; ſhe ſtill conſulted me, and [ 
ſpoke my Mind, on which all I made Choice of were 
bought. 

We then went to a Sempſtreſs, the Purchaſe we made 
there, was a dozen of fine laced Shifts, and a dozen 
= ones, and ſome other both Day and Night Linnen, 
uitable to the reſt. 

Aſter this we call'd at three or four other different 
Shops, and bought Headclothes, Tippets, Gloves, 
Stockings, Ribbons, Fans, made Flowers, and a thou- 
ſand other Trumperies ; and at laſt alighted at S/. Rock's 
Bark, where I was introduced into an Apartment, nei- 
ther A nor ſmall, but very neat and commodious, and 
richly furniſh'd. 

Madam De G 's Woman had brought 'Table- 
Linnen with her, and a Footman who I knew belong'd to 
Monſieur came in, laid the Cloth, and every thing ready 
for Dinner, and then retir'd. 

All this threw me into a prodigious Aſtoniſhment, I 
thought there was ſome Whim it ; but could not com- 
prehend the Truth, the Character of the Perion who 
was with me, preventing my having the leaſt Suſpicion 
of any Deſign upon me. | 

Preſently after ſome body knock'd at the Door, the 
Footman brought up a Woman with Hoop- Petticoats: 
The old Directreſs choſe one of the handſomeſt, and 


gave 
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gave her the Price ſhe demanded : After which, come, 
ſaid ſhe, to me, let us ſee how this will become you. 
I try'd it on, and thought it gave me a graceful Air, I 
look'd in the Glaſs, and confeis, that I took a ſecret 
Pride in viewing myſelf with this Addition, 

My Companion eaſily penetrated into my Thoughts 
you are not miſtaken, Feanctta, ſaid ſhe, in 
thinking yourſelf handſome you really are very 
beautiful, and you muſt give me the . Pleaſure of dreſſing 
you according to my Fancy. I was ready enough to 


| fee how I ſhould look in the Court Faſnion, and ſhe 
| accordingly cur!'d, powder'd, patch'd me, and put on 


one of the fine Head-drefles we had been buying, only 


| to try it as ſhe ſaid. J made ſome Difficulty in letting 
| her pat the Carmine upon my Cheeks 


what a 
Child you are, cry'd ſhe, don't you lee *tis only for Di- 
verſion ? there remains nothing now, continu'd 
ſhe ; but to put ſome Ornaments on thoſe pretty Ears, 
and I am luckily provided for that. As ſhe ſpoke this, 
ſhe drew out of her Purſe, which ſeem'd well filled, a 
Pair of Brilliant Diamond Pendants? How do you 
hke theſe, cry'd ſhe? O! magnificent! reply'd I, they 
even dazzle my Eyes Well then, ſaid ſhe, we'il 
fee if they become you as well as the rel. I then 
look'd in the Glaſs, and was fo aſtoniſn'd at the Chanye 
I found in myſelf, that I could not ſpeak a Word. 

While I was thus taken up with the Contemplation of 
my own dear ſelf; and I muſt own overwhe!m'd with 
Vanity a Mantua-ma::er came in, and I was de- 
fired to pull off my Gown, that ſhe might take meaſure 
of me our Cloaths will be made to Admiration, 
Mademoilelle, cry'd this old Fezebe/; Mademoiſelle 
Pagod has the belt Air in her Habits of any one of her 
Bulineſs in all France. The taking my Meaſure, and 
thele Expreſſions open'd my Eyes. 
ſaid I to myſelf. I am betray'd 
not to ſee it before 
courle ! 


how dull was 
to what can I have Re- 


The ſurprizing Situation I was in prevented my ſpeak- 


ing, while the Woman was examining my Shape, which 
Wo. I. F 
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a had a trembling over all my Limbs. 
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J perceiv'd fre did with Looks that denoted more of 
Grief and Pity, than of chat fawning Complaiſance, 
moſt of her Profeflion ute to the Ladies who are their 
—— This put me on try ing a Stratagem which 
gave me {cme Proſpect of Succeſs, and if it fail'd could 
not 2 — my Condition worie than it was. 

I made a Pretence to go out of the Room for a N. 
nute, and on a Bit of 8 on which ſomething had 
been wrapp'd, wrote with a Pencil, I luckily had in my 
4 Pocket, theſe Lines. 


To Madam De G 
OOR FTFeanetta is loſt forever, if your Lady ſip 


does not take pity of her Fate, and inatch ber 
trom the e which threatens he! the | 
time to ay no more, than that a N!oment's Delay Be 
render all Afiance too late. 


I had nothing wherewith to ſea] this Billet, nor was it 
material, for as all my Hopes were on the Iioneſty of 
this Woman, this Proof cf my deſiring to preierve my 
Virtue, wou'd render ber the more induitrious in deli— 
vering it. As ſhe was folding up the Siiks intended for 
my Garments, I ftecd clote and pretending to help her, 
ſipp'd the Note into her Hand. ſaying at the ſame 
time, if you love Virtue, as I doubt not but you do, deli 
ver this as directed with all pcfiible Expedition, and God 
I am ſure will bleſs you. 

I ſnatch'd the lucky Minute, for I had but juſt given 
my Billet, when the Door open'd, and in came Monſeur 
De 6 ; tho' I had all the reaſon in the World to 
expect him, after what had happer'd, yet I was Thun— 
der- ſtruck at his Preſence became pale, ard 
Ah! how beauti 
fal are you now, ſaid he, without perceiving the Con. 
ſterna tion I was in, I was not deceived when I thought 
that if once habited like our Ladies, you would ſurpak 
them all with this he approach'd nearer, the 
Women being withdrawn on his Entrance, and look'd 

al 
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| that of his Wife? 
riton of what I will do for you 
| ment I beheld you, I reſolv'd to make YOU Caly——— 
| but come, my lovely Maid, ſpeak to me, you ſeem me- 
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at me on all Sides; but charming Jeanetta, continu*d 

, how do you approve what I have done ? are 
ou ſatisfied with your Condition? do you not 
think the Service of Monſieur De G————preferable to 
but this 15 nothing in Compa- 
from the firit Mo- 


lancholly is there ought elie in my power that 
vou deſire: I think that beautiful Hand requires 
an Ornament———a Ring——e ake this "tis 
yours. He concluded this Speech with plucking a fine 
Diamond off his Finger, and preſenting it to me: Oh! 
what Shocks does a young Woman, who has any Share 
of Modeity, endure in the Circumſtances I then was. 
| puſh'd away his Hand, and turning away, let me 
gone, Moni.cur, for Heaven's fake, cry'd I, take away 
our Preſents I have not delerv'd ſuch Favours, 
n wad i = them, much leſs an Adventure, ſuch as I 
am unwarily engag g'd in. 

hat, faid he, with a very feriovs Air, when I of- 
et 0 you my Friendſhip did you not accept it ? 
do, Monheur, reply'd J. not in this way? -I am 
not accuſtom'd to the Pari manner of Expreſſion, 
and we did not underſtand each other, 1 have re- 
eiv'd many Marks of Friendſhip from Madam, nor did 
think you meant any other than ſuch as were inno- 


(Te, * 
Yet, nevegthele(s, reſum'd he, you have laid yourſelf 
der Ah! Monſicur, interrupted J, burſtin 

12 Tears, you have too mach Honour to ofter Violence 

o a poor helplefs Creature, tetray'd merely by her Sim- 

picity into your power. You know me not, ſaid he, 

or you would not ſuſpec me capable cf ſuch a thing. 

—— No. Jeanetta, | 'ove you tco well to give you 

any Diſquiet, and ſhall ail nothi ng till you are leſs un- 


willing to grant in the mean time dry up your 


* 


fears, and be ſole Miitreſs of yourſelf and me 
theſe Lodgings 


all you ee : avout You 2:0 50 — 
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the Servants ſhall be wholly at your Command, all that 
] defire, is leave to viſit you ſometimes. 

1 his Diſcourſe was fo far from diſpelling my Appre- 
henſions, that it very much encreas'd them how 
unhappy am I, faid 1, to have excited ſo ill an Opinion 
in you Ah! rather let me die than accept of a 
way of living, to which I have ſo little Pretence. 
Great God! what Obligations mult I lie under 
none at all, but what you ſhall approve, anſwer'd he,—— 
diſpoſe of your Heart to whom and when you pleale : J 
give you my Word and Honour, which J aflure you, I am 
incapable of violating g. never to offer any thing ditagree- 
abe to you. Give me only, as I ſaid before, the Li- 
berty cf ſeeing you ſometimes, and ſupplying you with 
what you ſhall have Occaſion for; that Pleaſure thall be 
a fufacient Reward for al! the Services I can do you 
when you have more Experience of my Humour, you 
nil confeſs, I am far from thinking as ſome do; that 
wherever they conter any Favours, they have a 
right to ty rann ze, and exact a ſervile Compliance to 
u hates er tney demand. NN 7earetta, I ſhould 

not wiſh to gain you on fuch Terms your Delica- 

cy in this Affair raiies my Eſteem of you, and I again 
2ilure you: my Belnviour never ſhall cflend u to 
couvince you of this Truth, I will now take my 
leave, and not return til you think proper to invite 
me. 

In ſpeaking this, he made a low Bow, and went out 
of the Room without ſtaying to hear what Anſwer I 
would make. 

Till we attain a little Knowledge of the World, how 
apt are we to be influenc'd by Appearances : : This Diſ— 
courie of Nlonſieur De G———inade a very great Im- 

reſſion oa me, and I was forry to have entertain'd an ill 
Opinion of him: I was not deceiv'd, however, the 
Conduct he afterwards obſery'd in regard to me, prov 'd 
that his Word and Honour were no leſs facred to him, 
than he pretended. I now almoſt repented that J 
had wrote to Madam De G-————theſe Reflections I 


mult own had a Mixture of Self- Intereſt. I] was be- 
| ſore 
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fore a great Glaſs————l had the Opportunity of con- 
ſidering myſelf from Head to Foot te Richne ls 
of my Dreſs, gave vaſt Advantages to my Perſon— the 
Red upon my Cheeks added, I thought, a greater Lult;e 
to my Eyes. I could not avoid admiring every 
thing about me, and ſaid to myſelſ. Well, who 
knows if the Marquis were to ſee me thus, to what a 
Height the liking he already has for me might rite. 
Then, added J, where can be the harm of ac- 
cepting the Gifts of Montieur De G I am not 
engag'd to make any Returns, He has given me his 
Promiſe not to exact any, and I believe I may rely upon 
his Honour. 

J was taken up with theſe Meditations, when the od 
Chamber-maid came into the Room ſhe was too 
wickedly cunning not to ſee into my Thoughts. —Well, 
my charming, Tearetta, faid ſhe, Moniteur De G=—— 
made but a ſhort Viſit he ſeem'd melancholly, as he 
went out, you have ſaid ſomething unkind to him I fear. 
No, anſwer'd I, he has conferr'd too many Favours on 
me, not to demand he utmoſt Gratitude and Civilities 
from me. Indeed, at his tirſt Entrance, I thought 
he expected ſomething that was not fit for me to liken 
to. He! cry'd ſhe, with an inſinuating Air; 
alas ! you do not know him the leaſt Good-nature 
will do any thing with him and ſure he deſerves you 
ſhould be a little compliable few Women in Paris 
would ſcruplo to 

Very fine very fine, indeed, cry'd Madam De 
G who had been liſt'ning at the Door, and burit 
that Moment into the Room, you preach moſt excellent 
Maxims to this Girl. Go, Wretch, I am glad to 
find to timely what you are. Heavens that I ſhould 
be the Dupe of ſuch a Hypocrite !—begone, get out of 
my Sight this Moment, and never more come into it. 
begone, and if you continue in Paris Four and Twenty 
Hours, depend upon it, I will fend you to a Place 
where, you would be glad to be turn'd ous if you could. 
Oh! my God! continu'd this Lady throwing her- 
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felf into a Chair, is it poſſible I ſhould ever employ ſuc; 


a Creature ? 

The wicked Woman did not ſtay to hear all this— 
the firſt Exclamation was ſufficient to ſend her away; 
and as for me I flood aghaſt and trembling, as though | 
had been the Criminal myſelf. 

Madam De G remain'd in a profound Medita. 
tion for ſome time ; but afterward recovering herſelf, and 
looking at me with a great deal of 3 Feanetta, 
faid ſhe, your Dilcretion and Virtue ſhall endear you to 
me for ever. I received your Note by a Perſon 
who ſeem'd, indeed, much to commiſerate your Cale, 
and gave me a Deſcription of all I ſee here. Don't 
be alarm'd on the Account of Monſieur my Huſband, 
the very Virtue he in vain attempted to ſeduce, will 
create in him an Eſteem far ſuperior to what is call'd 
10e. - know his Temper well, and dare aſſure 
you, he will after this, be always your Friend in the 
true meaning of the Word ; but as for that unworthy 
Woman whom I fo long have cheriſh'd, what does ſhe 
not merit ? no Puniſhments can ve too great for ſuch 
Servants, who by an anworthy Compliance with their 
Maiter's Paſhons, lead them into Vices they would elle 
never put in practice. 

In ipeaking this, ſhe roſe from the Chair, and look- 
ing rc ind, very pretty and well fancied Furniture, ſaid 
ſhe ; but then caſting her Eyes on my Dreſs, poor Girl, 
aided ſhe, how art thou trick'd up in all theſe Allure- 
ments ſo fatal to Youth and Virtue. Theſe - Words 
made me very much atham'd, I preſently ſnatch'd up 
a Napkin and demoliſh'd my Patches and Paint. Then 
tore off the Head dreſs, and threw it on the G round 
let me embrace thee, my, dear Feanetia, {aid this ex- 
celenc Lady, I am charm'd with this wrtuous Indigna- 
tion. Now thou, indeed, art lovely, truly lovely. 
Bn, added ſhe, I muſt not omit one thing, call up the 
Maſter or Miftreſs of the Houſe 'tis proper | 


ſhoutd know who it belongs to, and on what Account 


The 


tue Lodgings were taken. 


FVirem's Fiftory. 102 

The Miſtreſs came herſelf: I had not ſeen her before, 
but ſoon found ſhe was one of thoie fawning half bred 
e who imagine it the heighth of Com 

:i/ance, to add to every Sentence, may it pleaſe 
vour Ladyſnip I beg vour Ladyſhip will do me the 
Honour to believe am ſo happy as to think 
with your Lady ſhip, and ſuch like Phraſes; and 
Jam apt to believe, if ſhe were even to abuſe any one 
it would be with- under Favour with Sub- 
miſſion or IJ hope 1 do nothing out of Decorum. 
In tine, every thing, ſhe ſaid, was fo larded 
with Interlocutions of this kind, that in ſpite of the 
Reaſons Xladam De G————had for being ſerious, I 
could perceive ſhe ſometimes had enough to do to refrain 
ſaughing. 

This affected Piece of Formality inform'd us, that 
onſieur De G hired the Lodgings of her, and 
ſurniſli'd them himielf ; that he told her they were for a 
Country Lady who was a married Woman; and on her 
Huſband's ſquandring away greit Part of his Eſtate 
in vicious Courſes, was come to Paris to ſue for a ſepa- 
rate Maintenance. Adding, as ſhe faid, that he had 
Letters of Recommendation in my Behalf, from ſome 
of the beſt Families in Pretagne, to whom I was re- 
lated. 

A plauſible Story I muſt own, rep!y'd Madam ; but I 
can afſure you there is not one Word of Truth in it; 
ſo would have you be more cautious for the future: A 
very little Confideration might have made you ſenſible, 
that if your Lodger was what he pretended, ſhe might 
have had an Apartment in his own Houſe, eſpecially as 
te had a Wife capable of entertaining her. As you 
knew Monfieur De G you muſt alſo know this 
aſter this the lock'd every thing up, and taking 
me with her in the Chariot, went directly to ber 
Houſe. 

Monſieur De G was gone out, he was appriz'd' 
of all that happen'd by the old Woman, and left Word 
at Home that he was gone into the Country no 
doubt aſhamed to lee his Lady, as well he might after” 
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ſo plain a Proof of his Infidelity ; for tho' he had di. 
verted himſelf with ſeveral Women, yet he had always 
been ſo extremely cautious, that ſhe never before had the 
Means of proving what ſhe had too much reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect. 
The next Day, however, ſhe receiv'd a Letter from 
him, in which he entreated her Pardon for what had 
paſs'd in the moſt tender and ſubmiſſive Terms: Protett- 
ing never more to give way to the DiRates of a head. 
ſtrong Paſſion, which generally brings on its own Puniſh- 
ment by one way or other — and as a Proof that 
he thought no more of me with any ſuch View, deſired 
ſhe would ſend me, where he ſhould never ſee me, nor 
hear any thing farther of me. 

Madam De G———whoſe Kindneſs for me daily 
encreas'd, read me this Letter and her Anſwer to it: 
She told him that ſhe was extremely ſorry he ſhould ab- 
ſent himſelf on ſo trifling an Occaſion ————that ſhe 
knew no Man could be always maſter of his Inclinations ; 
and if his were never plac'd on a leſs deſerving Object it 


. would be very wel!————that ſhe herſelf had an entire 


Love for me, and could not think of ſending me from 
her, being very well convinced of my Virtue, and con- 
cluded with repeated Aſſurances of Aflection. 

Did every Wife behave in ti.is manner as often as the 
bright Sun of the Hmental State is obſcured by the dark 
Clouds of Jealouſy, Divorces would be leſs fre, ent, and 
Women in greater Eſtimation ; ſince it is certain that no- 
thing ſhews Good-Senie, ſo much as over- looking tho'e 
Frailties of Nature few Men are without. 

It was now near a Year ſince I had heard any thing 
of the Marquis, and Time and Reaſon had a little abated 
that violent Ardor, mention'd in the firſt Part of theſe 
Memoirs. Indeed, all things contributed to render me 
forgetful of whatever could make me uneaſy Madam 
De G—————teated me with ſuch Affection, that there 


ſeem' d little Difftzrence made between me and her own 


Daughter; and that young Lady, far from the Temper of 
Macemoitclle D' E/&ieux, was never eaſy, but when I was 
with her; and XIonheur De C had changed the 

Love 


Virgin's Victory. 105 


Love hg had for me into a parental Goodneſs ; but what 
Marks ſoever he gave me of his Goodneſs, I was al- 
ways on my Guard before him. 

To add to this, I had ſeveral advantageous Matches 
offer d me; but be of my Lovers who ſeem'd the molt 
preſſing, was one Monſieur Gripart, Farmer-General of 
the Taxes : He was extremely rich, but of ſo diſagree- 
able a Form, that he ſeem'd a perſect Antidote to Love and 
Marriage; ſome regard, however, was to be paid to 
him, as he ſeem'd in earneſt, and Madam told me ſhe 
ſhould rejoice to ſee me ſo well diſpos'd of. I never 
durſt teſtify my Diſlike ; but liv'd in hope that my mean 
Birth and want of Fortune, as he was the moſt avari- 
tious Creature breathing, would keep him from coming 
directly to the Point; but I was fadly miſtaken, tho' 
he had hitherto deny'd himſelf almoit the Neceſſaries of 
Lite, he could not deny himſelf the Grartification of his 
Paſſion for me; and informing Monfieur and Madam 
De of his Reſolutions, I was ob! ig'd to give 
them my Anſwer. But as he had a great ſhare in ſome of 
my Adventures, I think it will not be amiſs to preſent 
my Readers with his Picture; which, tho" it cannot 
be ſaid I flatter him, has nothing in it but what the 
Original may very well be known by. 

He was of a middle Stature, and one half of his 
Body, like his Face, very different from the other, with- 
out being really crooked, he had the Reſemblance of it, 
to any one that met him; for When he Rood as ſtrait as 
he could, one would think he was ſtooping to Take up 
ſomething. His Phy ſiognomy is yet more difficult to 
deſeribe: I never ſaw any thing in Man or Beaſt like 
it —His Head was of an oval Form turn'd the wrong 
way : His Eyes were as big as thoſe of an Ox, bat 
had no Advantage as to Sight, their Lids ſcem'd to love 
each other ſo well, that they never parted without Tears. 
Flis Mouth had ſomething of the Air of an A- 
cove, [ps turning in! ward like a half. ſuut Door, 
which dre and there a dirty ragged Inhabi 
tant Noſe !00k'd very proudly over the reſt of 
his. Face ; ; of on every Motion ſeem'd to give a gra- 

F 5 cious 


105 TbeVirtuous Villager ; or, 

cious Nod, and when he laugh'd ſcem'd to be of one 
Piece with his upper Lip his left Eyevrow was 
at ſuch a Diſtance from the Eye to which it belong'd, 
that it took within its Circumference above half the Fore- 
head, and the other ſo cloſe, that it could ſcarce be di- 
itiaguiſh'd from the Eye itſelf: His CompleQion was 
neither black, brown, nor fair; but a Mixture of all 
three, a kind of motley Hue, and like the Rainbow 
varied, as you loox'd earneſtly upon it. A great buſhy 
Perriwig ſerved as a proper Frame to ſo frightful a Pic. 
ture ; the reſt of his Dreſs, as well as his Hands, Legs 
and Feet were aniwerable ; and altogether made the mol: 
droll Figure that Imagination can conceive. 

This Creature, for it goes againſt me to call him 
Man, viſited me every Day; while I was ignorant of 
his Deſigns, the Looks and Behaviour which were of a 
Piece, ſerv'd as an Amuſement; and as it was a con- 
ſiderable time before he declar'd himſelf, I could not 
have believ'd he ever could have a thought of Love. 
Not tha: I would be thought to mean perſonal Defor- 
mity, as an Indication of a weak or ungenerous Mind; 
but neither his Character nor Principles, beſpoke his Soul 
at all more amiable than his Body. 

I remember the firſt time he gave. me to underſtand 
he thought me worthy his Addreſſes, he expreſs'd him- 

ſelf in this manner. 

Do you know, Mademoiſelle Feanetta, that for theſe 
eight Months, two Weeks, five Days and four Hows 
I havecheen in love with you you laugh now ; but 
I can aſſure you it is no Jeit a Deuce on't 
J would not if I could help it there never was 

ſuch a thing in our Family before. All the Gripart's 
from Father to Son, married without any Love in the 
Calto— i now, I never look'd more at one Wo- 
man than at another——— but you have wrought a 
 Miracle———1 could Rare at you all Day. 

He embelliſh'd his Declaration with Flouriſhes apper- 
taining to his Humour and Vocation, comparing me to 
a large Sum of Money, the employing of which was to 


de his Property, and told me as a great Proof ef his 
Paſſion, 
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paſſion, that he had given a Mau a whole Shilling for 
having wiſh'd him good Luck that Morning — Ah, 
{aid he, he little thought the Buſinels I was coming a- 
bout, and was ſo aſtoniſh'd at my Generoſity. 

Well he might, anſwer'd I, that you ſhould beſtow ſo 
conſiderable a Sum: yes indeed, reſumed he, with twelve 
Pence much may be done ; why with ſuch a Sum I made 
my Fortune, as I'Il tell you ſome Day or other. He went 
on with a great deal more to the ſame Purpoſe, which [ 
have now forgot, and I was every day wooed with a Po- 
liteneſs, which would have been entertaining enough to 
me, had not thoſe to whom it became me to liſten, taken 
Part in it; a Waiting-Woman of Madam De G | 
my Boſom Friend, told me ſhe had overheard ſome Diſ- 
courſe concerning this Subject, that Monſieur De G 
was much in carneſt for this Match, and his Lady entirely 
bent upon it ; I ſoon after heard it was concluded on, that 
| ſhoald be a Sacrifice to what they call being ſettled in 
the World, and the Horrors ſuch an Apprehenſion filPd - 
me with are unutterable. 

I now began to run over in my Mind all that had 
paſs'd between the Marquis and myſelf, call'd to Remem- 
brance the Beginnings of that Paſſion once ſo dear to me, 
and which never had been obliterated Heavens! 
cryed I, what can be become of him Can he 
forget his Vows — what can he think of himſelf, to 
be ſo long without letting me hear from him————-O! 
how much did, I conſide in him he mult be falſe. 
he mult have forgotten me, and all he faid——@4<ny 
fond Heart no longer can find Excuſes for his Abſence 
and his Silence Tears accompanyed theſe Reflections, 
and as I was one Morning overwhelm'd with them, 
Chriſtina came into my Rcon, and with a great deal of 
Joy told me my Mother was in the Houſe, and juſt coming 
up Stairs. 

"Now ſo unexpected and w.thal fo pleafing ſurprized 
me very much ind ſoon dryed up my Tears; to 
ſee a Mother to whom I had been ſo derr, after an Ab- 
lence of twelve Months, was a Tranſport not to be ex- 
pteſs'd: Iran to meet her, and having received her, 
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Bleſüng threw myſelf into her Arm She held 
me to her, and in the tendereſt Embraces teſtihed a Joy, 
ſhe had not Words to expreſs ; my Siſter too was with 
her ——— gave her alſo in her Turn the moſt ſincere 
Marks of the Pleaſure I felt in ſeeing her, and then con- 
duced them to my Chamber: Our Diſcourſe at firſt, 
through meer Ezgerneſs of enquiring what had paſs'd 
fince we ſaw each other, was too confuſed to be intelli- 
gible ; but by Degrees they became acquainted with my 
Adventures, and I learnt our Family Affairs; my Father 
they told me was in Health, and on his Way to Mon- 
fieur De G———'s, and that my Siſter was married to 
Calin, which I was very glad to hear, becauſe I knew the 
young Fellow was rich, and had withal a great deal of 
Honeſty and Good-Nature. 

The Steward of the Houſe who had always been very 
civil to me, hearing my Mother and Siſter were come, 
ſent a handſome Breakfaſt to my Chamber I exerted 
mytelf in entertaining them in a genteel Manner, and 
took a ſecret Pride in ſhewing how I was improved 
my Siſter look'd at me with Aſtoniſl:;ment, and cryec, 
obſerve Mother, this is not our Feawetta, this is a fine 
Court-Lady———how ſhe is dre. —what fre 
Linnen ! 1 had then on only a Bed-Gown, and Night- 
Dreſs on my Head, neither rich, nor gaudy, but being 
mace after a diflerent Manner from what was uſed in our 
Village, occaſioned theſe Exclamaticns, which indeed 
gave me no ſmall Satisfation——V anity is inſeparable to 
ail Degrees of People, and nothing ſooths it more than 
to be admired, and wondered at by thoſe of our own 
Country, eſpecially when one has been abſent ſome Time, 
and they ſee one again in a Faſhion beyond their Expec- 
tations ———[ was extremely alert about it in my 
Mind, and pleaſed myſelf with the Thoughts how much 
more I ſhoud ſurprize them, when they ſhould ſee me 
what they call full dreſs'd. 

But ſoon did theſe little Ideas vaniſh, my Mother as 
ſoon as ſhe had done admiring every thing about me, 
aſked me what I thought had brought her to Paris, and 
tken again anſwer'd herſelf, by ſaying ſhe was — 
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ſce me married ; theſe Words made me turn pale ; ſhe 

reſently obſerved the Change, what, ſaid ſhe fternly, 
} hops you have not forgot the Education I gave you, 
ſo far as to have ſet your Heart upon any Man. No, 
my dear Mother, anſwered I, but the News you tell 
me has a little ſurprized me ; but pray, continued I, to 
whom am I to be diſpoſed ? 

'Tis ſtrange you ſhould be ſo near Marriage, as I am 
told you are, reſumed ſhe, yet be ignorant of the Perſon ; 
the Lady into whoſe Hands you are ſo happily fallen, has 
wrote to the Counteſs very much in your Praiſe, but her 
laſt brings an Account, that ſhe has now crown'd all the 
good Offices ſhe has done you by providing a Huſband, 
who would bring Wealth and Honour into our Family— 
your Godmother ſent for me on the Receipt of it, and 
ordered me to come to Paris, and be preſent at the Wed- 
ding, and this is all I am yet inform'd of. 

While my Mother was yet ſpeaking, a Footman came 
in to let her know Madam De G deſired to ſee 
her; on which ſhe went immediately, leaving my Siſter 


with me, whoſe Sentiments for me were now quite al- 


ter'd the Envy and Jealouſy that formerly occa- 
ſion'd our little Quarrels, were now no more; and I had 
Good-Nature enough to forgive greater Injuries, than any 
I could poflibly have received from her; the Joy ſhe ex- 
preſs'd at ſeeing me, baniſſi'd from my Breaft all Re- 
membrance of her former Behaviour. 

I would nat however venture all at once to make her 
my Confidant, but having an irreſiſtable Curioſity to 
know what had happened fince I came away, I ad her 
in a Sort of careleſs Air, concerning the Family at the 
Caſtle ; the Counteſs, replyed ſhe, is much the ſame ſhe 
was, and talks of coming very ſoon to Paris with her 
Daughter, who has been courted ſome Time, and they 
ſay will be married ſhortly to Monfieur De but 
as to the Chevalier D' E/bieux, no body knows what is 
become-of him he has appear'd very little, eyer 
ſince that ugly Affair which has made fo great a Noiſe, 
and is related a Thouſand Ways ———God knows how 
it was; but I am ſure you did a very diſcreet thing net 

to 
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to come near the Village afterward !S———if you had 
return'd as Colin perſwaded you, you would have been 
pointed at to this Hour you are in every one's 
Mouth. 
Dear Siſter, cryed I haſtily, let me know on what 
Foundation they build their Cenſures, and then I can in- 
form you how far I have deſerved them. You know, 
anſwer'd ſhe, that in ſuch little Places as ours, every 
little Trifle is made a thing of Conſequence———Every 
Neighbour watches the Actions of the other, nothing 
eſcapes without being talk'd on, and if they don't know 
the real Motive, ſomething worſe is imputed. 
They ſay that the Marquis De L held a ſe 
cret Correſpondence with you and Madamoiſelle Du Pare, 
and that it was agreed upon that he ſhould carry you 
off; but that the Chevalier D' E/5:eux being alſo in love 
with you, by his Jealouſy diſcover'd the Deſign; on 
Which they fought and the Marquis was dangerouſly 
wounded ; they all lay the Blame of this Duel on you, 
as having given Encouragement to both theſe Lords, and 
this Belief paſſes the more current, becauſe Madamoiſelle 
D*Elbieux declares ſhe never could ſupport your Coquet- 
try with the Men. | 
My Mother, continued ſhe, endeavour'd with her u- 
ſual Prudence to put a Stop to theſe Reports, by telling 
every Body you were gone to ſtay ſome Time at a Re- 
lation's Houſe, and tbe Talk might have paſs'd off, it 
Colin had not come home one Day beat almoſt to Death, 
and ina terrible Fright-———He ſaid that he narrowly 
eſcaped with his Life, for offering to take you from the 
Marquis's Valet de Chambre, and that you were grown 
quite another Creature, with lilining to the Flatter ies of 
fine Gentlemen; in fine poor Colin was ſo incenſed with 
the Uſage he had received from Huboit, and your Be- 
haviour to him, that he was the firſt to ſpeak againſt 
you, and told every body that he cid not doubt but you 
was conceal'd with the Marquis ſomewhere or other. | 
The ſame Day that Colin return'd Monſieur the Che- 
valier D'Elbieux arrived, and being inform'd of what 


had happened made Colin be broaght to hin: they were 
ſhut 
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hut up together ſome Time, and we ſaw him take Horſe 
with Fury in his Eyes, ſwearing that he would revenge 
Colin's Cauſe, and teach Dubois what it was to abuſe any 
of his Tenants. | | 

The Marquis, who then lay ill of his Wounds, ſent e- 
very Day to the Village to know if you were return'd, 
but this was look'd upon more as a Feint for the better 
concealing you, than the real Truth that he was 1gnorant 
where you were, till the good Lady with whom you are 
placed, wrote an Account of it to Madam la Counteſs 
De N „but one thing I muſt inform you of, 
which is, that ſince the Marquis has been recover'd and 
abroad, the Chevalier has never been ſeen———-ſo Peo- 
ple know not what to think as to that Article. 

Madamoiſelle his Siſter continues to exclaim againſt 
you with all the Bitterneſs imaginable, and as ſhe heard 
you were at Madam De 6, ſaid ſhe was very 
much concerned ſo good a Lady ſhould be _— upon 
by your ſeeming Modeſty ; and that ſhe did not doubt 
but News would ſoon arrive of ſome freſh Miſchief you 
had occaſion'd; and that you ſtrolled to Paris for no 
good, as ſhe had reaſon to believe would be proved, 

Bleſs me ! cryed I, what can be the Meaning of the 
implacable Hatred ſhe bears me? O] we are not ignorant, 
replyed my Siſter, her Secrets can be divulg'd as well as 
thoſe of meaner People She is in love with the 
Marquis, he finds nothing in her worthy of making a 
ſuitable Retury——ſhe imputes his Indifference to your 
more prevailing Charms, and cannot but have an Aver- 
lion to what renders her Wiſhes ineffectual. 

The Grounds of her Diſlike to me are very miſtaken 
ones, anſwer'd I, overjoy'd to bring her on this Topic, 
for ſince I quitted the Caſtle, I have never heard one 
Word of this Marquis you ſo much talk'd of, and have 
all the Reaſon to believe I am quite indifferent to him. 

There is little ſign of that, ſaid my Siſter, with a 
half Smile, when he ſo often ſent to enquire what was 
became of you, tho' I readily believe that you may not 
have ſeen nor heard from him fince ; becauſe when the 
Counteſs, out of Pity to my Mother's Concern for 74 
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let us know where you was, twas on Condition we 
ſhould conceal it from every body, left it ſhould reach 
the Marquis's Ear; ſo that finding all the Enquiries be 
could make unſucceſsful, he gave them over, and has 
never been ſeen in our Part of the Country fince ; his 
Father the old Marquis De L V would glad!y 
have had him return to Court, but he excuſed himſcl, 
ſaying his Health would not permit; and his Phyiicians 
as they ſay, by his own Directions, declared it was abſo- 
Jately neceſſary for his Re eſtabliſhment, that ke ſhouls 
go to ſome Place, I have forgot the Name of it, to 
drink the Waters. 

This Diſcourſe awaken'd in me all the Tenderneſs [ 
ever had for the Marquis, and I felt an inward Grief, 
which in Spite of me broke forth in Sighs—Ah, 7a 
netta, cryed my Siſter, you love this young Noblemay, 
nor can I wonder at, or blame your Paſſion | 
muſt be own'd he has in him ali that renders Man agree- 
able to our Sex but remember the Diſparity be- 
tween you; put the Caſe that his Deſigns upon you are 
the moſt honourable that can be, yet ſtill there are un- 
ſurmountable Obſtacles between you tis next to 
an Impoſſibility you ever can be his Wife, and ſhould 
you give way ty the Inclination he has inſpired you with, 
ſo far as to occaſion the breaking off the Match now in- 
tended for you, and you ſhould” hereafter, fall into any 
Troubles, who of your Friends would pity or aſſiſt you? 

I than! her for the Adviee ſhe gave me, which I ac- 
knowledged to be good, and promiſed to uſe my utmol: 
Efforts — putting it in Practice Yes, ſaid J, the 
Marquis ſhal! be forgot! will obey the Dictates 
of this ſevere Prudence -I will make a Sacrifice 
of myſelf, an! all that's dear to me in ſpeaking 
theſe Words a Flood of ungovernable Tears burſt from 
my Eye: hold, cryed my Siſter, I cannot bear to {ez 
you hu  { ought not to let you know I have 2 
Letter for yon, but 1:y Tenderneſs prevails in this Point 
above my Kea on ere, faid ſhe, take it, Mada- 
moiſelle Du Pare gave it me the Night before our De- 


parture She loves you ſtill, and I am much mil 
| | taken 


— — — 1 nme RY * 


2 


| that occaſion it, ever reach your Hand ? 


Virgin's Victory. 113 


taken if ſhe has not ſent you News of what you love, 
for Dubois to my Knowledge, tho? it is kept a Secret, is of- 
ten with her—— they meet in a little Walk between 
the Caſtle and the Wood. 

She held the Letter in her Hand till ſhe had done 
ſpeaking, and then giving it into mine, which trembled 
with Impatience, I haſtily broke the Seal, and ſaw the 
inſide was the Character of the Marquis the Hurry 
of Spirits, the ſoft Confuſion I was in, is not to be ex- 
preſs d on ſeeing from whence it came, but which was 
yet enereaſed when I read as follows: 


To the lovelieftl, and deareſt of her Sex. 


HERE are you. — O my charming, my ever 
adorable ata? will this Teſtimony of 
a Love which knows no Bounds———a Conſtancy which 
can be equall'd by nothing but the rr 1 

ea - 
yens | what have I not ſuffered in the Uncertainty of 
your Fate — a Thouſand Deaths are infinitely. ſhort 
of the Tortures every Hour brings with it ——where 
can you be conceal'd? has the Chevalier D*' EE 
bieux but I will not give Way to ſuch Suggeſ- 
tions no, the Divine Power will protect your In- 
nocence yet what can have happened by 
what Means are all my Endeavours to find you rendered 
fruitleſ I would ſearch for you in the moſt diſtant 
Corners of the World, could I hope to find you 
there; but ſomething tells me you are near me———nay, 
I am ſometimes flatter'd with the Hope that the happy 
Moment is at Hand, to reſtore you once more to my 
longing Eyes O Feanetta, ever charming, ever 
dear to my adoring Soul ! fain would I think the cruel 
Ignorance I am in of your Abode is not owing to your- 
ſelf—— and yet, wherever you are, or in whoſe Hands 
ſoever, you might, if you had thought me worthy of 
fome little Contrivance, have found ſome Way to eaſe 
me of this racking Suſpence my Life as well as 


Patience is almoſt exhauſtgd ; but my Love is ſtill the 
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ſame in the Name of all that is dear to you in the 
World let me hear from you, if this diſtratted Epiſite 
ever comes into your Hands II have ſometime; 
a Notion that Madamoiſelle Du Pare is in the Secret of 
your Reſidence, if ſhe be, ſhe is, alas! but too faithful 
to thoſe who have entruſted her with it ſhe has 
however promiſed to ſend this to you, if ſhe can find a 
Poſſibility of doing ſo———How things between you 
are I know not, but know this, that nothing but the Aſ- 
ſurance that I am not wholly forgotten by you, can ſave 
a Life long ſince devoted to you-—deareſt Feanetta— 
but I will add no more——if I am not hated by you! 
have ſaid enough—-if I am, leſs would be too much 
I will not however liſten to any thing my ill Genius in 
ſome deſpairing Moments tempts me to imagine 
but conclude with proteſting by all we have to hope 
above, or dread below, that whatever you are I never 
can be but 


Your moſt faithful Lover, and Admirer, 


Caſtle of L—/—— 
April the 7th. — . mmm 


Scarce had I read over this moving Letter, when my 
Siſter, who ſtood on the Staircaſe all the Time, ran to 
me, and told me ſome Body was coming up Stairs, ! 
thruſt it haſtily into my Boſom, and had but juſt Time 
for doing it, when a Servant came to tell me I muſt come 
down to Madam De Gand my Mother —— My 
Heart forboded the Buſineſs on which I was called, and 
I obeyed the Summons with inward Terrors, which | 
found it difficult to conceal. 

As ſoon as I came into the Room, Feanztta, ſaid Mr 
dam De G—to me, I rejoyce in having an Opportunity 
of recompencing your Virtue———what you refuſed for 
it are not forgotten by me, and I have ever ſince been 
contriving how to make your Fortune you know 
very well that Monſieur Gripart has long endeavour'd to 


render himſelf acceptable to you, I hope you are enough 
| ſenſible 
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ſenſible of your own Intereſt to conſent readily to be his 
Wife, in which Confidence Monſieur De G——at my 
Requeſt has ſign'd a Contract in your Name; and it is 


to be Witneſſes of the Conſummation, that I have ſent 
for your Parents. I own with you that your inten- 


ded Huſband is not handſome ; but Feanetta he is ex- 


tremely rich, and will ſettle on you twenty thouſand 
Crowns ; to add to this he adores you, and there ſeems 
nothing wanting to compleat your Happineſs in ſuch a 
Choice. 

You anſwer me only in Bluſhes, continued ſhe, but I 
take your Silence as the Effect of Modeſty : But that 
ought not to hinder her, rejoyn'd my Mother tartly, from 
throwing herſelf at your Ladyſhip's Feet, and thanking 
you for all your Bounties. 

I was ſenſible of this Repartee, and immediately did 
as ſhe faid, and kiſs'd Madam De G———'s Hand 
with a Gratitude unfeign'd ; riſe, my dear Feanetta, 
cryed that Lady, tenderly embracing me; I 
look upon you as my Child, and will provide every 
thing proper for your Wedding, which ſhall be ſolemniz d 
at my Country-Seat. As for Mignonne (for fo her 
Daughter was called) ſhe loves you enough to give you 
the molt magnificent Preſents, but out of the little Trea- 
ſure ſhe is Miſtreſs of, defires you'll accept of her Pearl- 
Necklace. | 

My Mother was ſo much tranſported with theſe Teſti- 
monies of the Affection I had gained, that ſhe even wept 
for Joy, andywas preparing to expreſs it in Words, when 


Word was brought of a great deal of Company being ar- 


rived ; on which we retired to my Chamber, and were 
followed by a great many of the Domeſtics of Madam 
De G , Who having been told what had paſs'd, 
came to congratulate me on my good Fortune as they 
look*d upon it. 

My Father came the next Day, and all things being 
now ready for the cruel Ceremony, it was fix d for the 
Tueſday following it was not in my power to op- 


poſe the concurrent Will of all thoſe, to whom by every 
Kind of Tye I was ſo much bound 


I had no Ob 
jection 


* 
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jections to make againſt it, but one that ſeemed of little 
Validity, with Perſons who having done with Love them- 
ſelves, conſider'd Wealth and Grandeur as the only Hap- 
pineſs in Life Gripart's Deformity was entirely 
hid under the Advantages his Alliancc brought with it; 
and even my Mother, who had experienc'd tie tender 
Paſſion, and conſulted no other Motive in the Diſpoſal 
of herſelf, was as inflexible as the reſt, whenever I but 
ſeemed to hint at the Diſagreableneſs of him they were 
about to give me for a Huſband. | 
All Day was J perſecuted with the odious Fondneſs of 
Gripart, or in his Abſence with the Diſcourſes on my 
approaching Happineſs, ſo that I had only the Nights to 
complain in, and give ſome Vent to thoſe dreadful Con- 
ſiderations which agitated me with ſo much Vebemence, 
that I have a thouſand Times fince wondered it did not 
ſend me to the Grave. I was ſometimes tempted to 
write to the Marquis, and let him know the Situation [ 
was in if he loves me but with half that Ardor 
he pretends, faid I to myſelf, he will find ſome Way or 
other to break off this deteſtable Match; and if he 
Mould not attempt to do it, ſuch a Proof of his Perhdy 
would make him almoſt as hateful to me as Gripart ; and 
I ſhould have leſs Difficulty to give myſelf as they would 
have me. I determin'd one Moment to act in this 
Manner : I took Pen and Paper, but before I could find 
Words to expreſs myſelf, Duty to thoſe who gave me 
being, and Gratitude to my Protectreſs interven'd, and 
would not ſuffer me to obey the Dictates of my Inclina- 
tion in this State of Irreſolution did I continue till! 
the Eve of that fatal Day which was to decide for me- 
Gripart paſt ſome Hours with me, and brought me Jew- 
els to the Value of twenty thouſand Livres; but what I | 
were all thoſe glittering Toys— my Vanity was 
not in the leaſt flatter'd with them, and I now found my FI ? 
Love for the Perſon of the Marquis ſetting aſide his ! 
Rank, was the reigning Paſſion of my Soul. ] 
On the Morning following I was called up at four 
Clock, dreſt and adorn'd, not according to my Birth, I 
but to the Condition of him to whom I was going to give In 
| | my 
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my Hand, and as I thoughtmyſelf, a pompous Victim for 
a acrifice to Lucre, Never did any one receive greater 
Praiſes than were beſtowed on me when thus equip'd— 
my Air, my Shape, my Face were extoll'd by every one, 
and tho' I could not hide my ſecret Emotions fo far as 
not to force them to take Notice I look'd melancholly ; 
yet they even thought that becoming, and ſaid no other 
could be expected from a young Maid, ſo perfectly mo- 
deſt, on her Wedding-Day ; but ſome among them knew 
how to judge better of the Cauſe, tho' they diſſembled 
their Thoughts on that Head. 

The invited Gueſts being come, I was conducted to 
the Altar, Maſs was over, the Fxhortation made——the 
Ceremony begun Gripart had pronounced the fatal J 
ail], and the Prieſt was turning to me for my Aſſent, 
when a female Voice, but extremely loud, was heard from 
the lower End of the Church, cry ing out Stay 
Stax 

The Prieſt was ſfurprized——— all the Aſſembly turn'd 
their Eyes where the Voice proceeded, when preſently a 
tall Juity Woman made her way through the Crowd and 
came up to the Altar ſhe defired to ſpeak in pri- 
vate with the Prieſt, who conducted her into the Sacriſty, 
followed by Madam De C , my Mother, and 
Monſieur Gripart : I ſtayed in my Place, not able to 
imagine the Meaning of this Adventure. 

The People ſeemed no leſs amazed, and crouded up to 
the Altar to ſtare upon me Some cryed the Bride was 
very pretty and deſerved her good Fortune=———Others 
aid *ewould be Pity any thing ſhould happen to hinder 
It and a Country Fellow bawled out go, 
go, ſhe'll get a Huſband I'll warrant her if ſhe loſes 
this. 

At length the Door of the Sacriſty open'd, and a 
Man belonging to the Church came to call me, I fol- 
lowed him, and it was ſhut again immediately after my 
Entrance. 

Your Wedding is deferr'd for this Day, Feanetta, ſaid 
Madam De G———2 Perſon pretends a certain Pro- 
mule made to her by Monſieur Gripart a long Time 


I ago 
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ago——it ſeems ſhe lives in this Neighbourhood, and 


hearing he was about being married to you puts in her 


Claim — -1 think ſhe has done it ſomewhat of the 


- lateſt, and the thing might not have much Weight 


however, he ſays that he will talk to her, and does not 
fear but to make all things ealy. 

I am half diſtracted, cryed Monſieur Gripart at this 
unlucky Turn————but there is no Man that has not 
been guilty of ſome Follies in his Youth I pro- 
teſt no ſuch Engagement ever came into my Memory, 
for doubtleſs if I ever made it, I never had any Inten- 
tion to fulfil it but I flatter myſelf ſhe will hear 
Reaſon. - | 

She deſires nothing contrary to Reaſon, ſmartly re- 
plyed ſhe, that had put a Stop to the Ceremony, ſhe 
only inſiſts on your eſpouſing her, or living always a 
ſingle Life. 

That would be ſevere upon me, indeed, reſumed Mon- 
ſieur Gripart, but this is no Place to hold Diſcourſe in, 
if you pleaſe to ſtep into my Coach, we'll hear what 
ſhe has to ſay, and if nothing leſs will content her. 
With theſe Words he preſented her his Hand, and after 
making a low Bow, went out of the Sacriſty. 

We then all return'd to the Caſtle, my Father and 
Mother were very much caſt down, but I had Difficulty 
enough to conceal my Joy ; I flatter'd myſelf that the 
Woman would be tenacious of her Right, and Gripart 
not able to compromiſe the Matter ; but ſoon 1 found 
theſe ſoothing Hopes deceived me, he returned to the 
Caftle the next Morning with a Gaiety in his Counte- 
nance, which too truly informed me before he ſpoke, 
that he had ſucceeded in the Buſineſs he went about. 
Money does all things, and Miſer as he was, his odious 


. Paſſion for me had made him readily unload his Bags, 


and give the Woman a handſome Portion for her renoun- 
cing all Claim to him; a wiſe Exchange ſhe made 
what would I not have given to have been in her 
Place———2—>——what not have hazarded for that dear 
Freedom ſhe was paid for enjoying———- ? but it was 
no too late — a Day again was fixed for making 


me 
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ne for ever wretched, and I in vain repented that Nice- 
y, which had hindred me from apprizing the Marquis 
of my Condition. 

The Afternoon before the ſo much dreaded Day, we 
all took a Walk on a fine Terras at the lower End of Ma- 
dam De G————'s Gardens, it over-look'd the Road, 
and was fo high that it commanded a great Diſtance: 
The Company were talking of general things; 
but Monſieur Gripart kept always cloſe to me, teizin 
me with the Pleaſure he touk in the Thoughts of his ap- 
rroaching Happineſs. lo avoid anſwering him as 
little as J could, I lean'd over the Rail, and ſeem'd to 
amuſe myſelf with the different Objects that preſented 
emſelves ; when I perceiv'd at ſome Diſtance ſeveral 
Horſes follow'd by a Pack of Hounds. They 
raſy*d leiſurely by, this ſight made me call to Mind the 
frit meeting with the Marquis in the Foreſt of Fountain- 
au; I ſigh'd, but felt a ſecret Pleaſure in the Proſpect, 
as tho" it foreboded me ſome good. 

As I was contemplating on thole paſt dear Moments, 
2 ling'e Perſon dreſt in green Velvet trimm'd with Gold, 
came gently along the Road, and cro's'd into a little 
Meadow, at the very foot of the Terras———his Horſe, 
nking the Advantage of the Reins lying looſe upon his 
Neck, ſtopp'd frequently to graze.———— —His Rider 
dad his Arms a-crofs, his Head declin'd upon his Breaſt, 
and ſeem'd entirely bury'd in ſome Thought of great Im- 
portance. 4 

People when they ſee any one in a Situation like their 
aun, are apt tb imagine it mutt be the ſame Cauſe that 
has produced the ſame Effect. I preſently thought ſo 
profound a Meditation, could proceed only from the Woes 
f diſappointed Love, and felt a Pity for this graceful 
Stranger, which even brought Tears into my Eyes, and 
made me look very attentively on him ; but, 
Heaven, when he came more near, I thought I knew 
lim, and preſently after fancied him to be the Marquis 

his Idea was too well graven in my Mind for me 
bo be miſlaken——— and happening to lift up his Eyes 

t as he came to the Place where I was ſtanding, Com- 

plaiſance 
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plaiſance oblig'd him to pull off his Hat. His Face 
was now fully diſcover'd to me. I was certain 
that I had not been deceiv'd, and in the ſudden Tran. 
ſport gave a great Shriek, which preſently brought all 
the Company about me the Marquis turning his 
Head at the Noiſe I made, had a full View of my Face, 
and between Aſtoniſhment and Joy being in a manner cut 
of himſelf, as I had been, cry'd out, tis ſhe ! by 
Heaven tis ſhe, and clapping Spurs to his Horſe was 
out of Sight in a Moment. 

The Change of my Countenance, together with my 
having ſcream'd, made every one think I was taken ſud- 
denly ill, and were too buſy about me to take Notice of 
the Marquis's Behaviour: My Father and Monſieur Gr;. 

rt took me under each Arm, and led me into a Parlour 
where I was laid down on a Couch; but as it was only a 
ſudden Emotion of Joy which had occaſion'd my Diſ- 
order, no ill Conſequences attended it, and I recover'd 
my former Looks. 

Madam De G———— having aſk'd out of Curioſity 
the Marquis's Name of ſome of his Retinue as he was 
paſſing by, was not at a Loſs for the Motive of the 
Change had been in me; and ſpeaking to my Father 
and Mother, who knew him again perfectly well, 
it was agreed among them that no Notice of it ſhou'd be 
taken of it to me, and a ſtrict Caution obſerv'd never to 
mention any thing concerning him, in the Prelence of 
Monſieur Gripart, leſt it ſhou'd f him with any Notions 
in prejudice of me. I did not in the leaſt doubt but this 
Adventure would occaſion many Reflections among 
them, ſo placed myſelf when I knew they were 
ſhut up together, in an adjacent Cloſet, where I over- 
heard all their Diſcourſe. 

In the midi of it, I perceiv'd a Servant came to ac- 

int Madam De G „that a Gentleman deſired 
to ſpeak with her; as I doubted not but it was either 
the Marquis himſelf, or ſome one ſent by him, a ſtrange 
kind of thrilling ran through all my Veins. [ 


trembled between Hope and Fear, and was all Impa- . 


tience for the Event. * 
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My Suſpenſe laſted not above a quarter of an Hour, 
Madam De G who had entertain'd the Marquis 
{for it was he, indeed,) in her Cloſet, order'd I ſhould be 
call'd. ] went with timid Steps, and had ſcarce 
Strength to puſh open the Door which I found half ſhut. 
Come hither, my dear Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, and exert 
all the Influence you have over this Nobleman in the 
Behalf of your Fortune and Reputation. He op- 
poſes your Marriage, and tells me he will have Recourſe 
to every kind of Means to prevent your giving your 
Hand to Monſieur Gripart you cannot be inſenſi- 
ble of the Conſequences, that mult inevitably attend 
any ſuch Attempt, and I hope may prevail on him to 
ſtifle a Paſſion, which never can be ſucceſsful: 

The Niarquis who I found at the Feet of Madam De 
G—quitcd her, and threw hiniſelf at mine as 
ſhe done ſpeaking, crying, Ah! Fearetta! What have 
done, that you ſhould render me the moſt miſerable 
of Mankind? | 

How powertul is a Lover in ſuch a ſuppliant Poſture 
mx Heart ſympathiz d in every Pang I ſaw him in, 
and forced the unwilling Tears into my Eyes; yet ſum- 
moning all my Courage to my Aid, what is it you de- 
ire of me, my Lord, ſaid 1? have I the power 
of diſpoſing of myſelf.———I conjure you by all that is 
lacred to leave me, and not endeavour to {ſubvert a 
Virtue too much ſhaken by your Preſence. 

Leave you, cry'd he, with great Emotion! Ah! un- 
kind, and too forgetful Fearetta, is it thus you receive 
a Man who ad6res you after ſo long an Abſence ? 
A Man who from the firſt Moment he beheld veur 
Charms, became entirely devoted to them but, 
continued he vehemently, your approaching good Fortune 
has dazzled your Eyes; and all that Love and Tender- 
rels of which you have had ſo many Proofs muſt be f- 
heed. Yes, yes, ungrateſu! | know I am to 
dame for ever preſenting myſelf before you, after the 
lellimony F yeſterday receiv'd of your Dilregard 1 


bat 
G 
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He was going on; but my Impatience would not {uf- 
fer me to let him proceed Bat Telitimony my 
Lord, ſaid I, what have I done? O! Heavens! 
:eply'd he, is that a Queſtion to be aſk'd ? have [ 
not wrote twenty Letters to you, tho' I know not wacether 
they ever reach'd your Hand; and did you vouchtate an 
Anſwer to any one, till laſt Night brought your tinal 
Determination? Did you not tell me that you never 
lov'd, nor would have wrote but to let me know it; 
that you defir'd I would trouble you no farther, and 
that I never ſhould be made acquainted with the Place 
of your Abode, till you were free from my Importu- 
nities in the Arms of a Huſband which you wou!d 
tne ſooner accept of, as if it would utterly deitroy all the 
vain Hopes I might have conceiv'd. 

Ah, hold, my Lord, cry'd I, I deſerve not this Re- 
proach I rever wrote to you——never wrote 
to me, interrupted he with a kind of a diſtracted Air! 
is 7earta, that Feanetta, whole Innocence and 
Simplicity I ſo much ador'd, thus chang'd———can it 
be poſſible ſhe ſhould be capable of attempting a Decep- 
tion of this kind? or am I not be credited without a 
Witneſs of the Truth of what I ſay ?———bu:, tere 
then, purſued he, let this ſpeak for me. With thele 
Wards he puli'd a Letter out of his Pocket, which I no 
ſooner caſt my Eyes upon, than I knew it to be the 
Hand of Mademoiteile D'E /bicux. Madam De G 
looking it over alſo at the ſame afſui'd him of the 
Truth: Ah! Madam, cry'd he; you have reſtor'd me 
to Life, then turning to me, ah! Feanetta, purſued 
he, if you have not really form'd that Reſolution this 
Letter contains, compleat what this Lady has ſo gene- 
rouſly begun, and promiſe me never to elpouſe this new 
Lover. Heavens! cry'd I, how can I avoid it 
am I the Miſtreſs of mylelf can I, dare I 
contradict the abſolute Commands of thoſe who gave 
me Being ?!—2——Ought I to oppoſe the Will of this 
good Lady, to whoſe Bounties I am ſo much indebted ? 
God knows 'tis neither Intereſt nor Inclination 

carries 
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carries me to the Altar you will go then? cry'd 


F the Marquis, in a deſpairing Tone ; you will then give 
yourſelf for ever from me———do fo, Feanetta, fulfil 
the Promiſe you have made my Rival. Obey the 
1 Dictates of this rigid Virtue ; but be aſſur' d, to the Nup- 
n tial Rites a Sacrifice ſhall! not be wanting; the Hour 


. that gives you to Monfieur Gripart ſhall alſo give me 
ot Death. Good Heaven forbid, rejoin'd I, burſting 
„ WH into Tears; alas! I love you but too well for my Re- 
d poſe. But how can I avoid this Marriage ? 


© BW What Reaſons can I alledge for my Diſobedience? 
: That you love me, anſwer'd the Marquis. Oh! my 
1 WW Lord, faid I, were that ſufficient I would make the 
Confeſſion with Pleaſure. Tis enough, my Charmer, 
revmed he, pa don, Madam, my Tranſports, continu'd 
e. de to Madam De 6 on this Moment depends my 
Fate that Sweetneſs in your Countenance, tells 
me my Love and my Deſpair have moved you to Com- 
paſſion have already declar'd to you the Purity 
of my Intentions may I hope you believe me 
lncere, and that you will fulfil the Promiſe you were 
o good to make me Speak, Madam, you 
ſee this dear Creature does not deny her Kindneſs for me, 
0! anſwer, continu'd he, prefiing her Hands and bath- 
ing them with his Tears, yet do not, till you have well 
weigh'd the Conſequence of what you ſay I per- 
ceiye on you my Doom depends Feanetta, her 
Parents, all will ſubmit to your Deciſion. —O ! Heavens, 
ou heſitate ou will not pronounce in my Favour 
———you are reſolv'ꝗ to fee me die before your Eyes. 
It muſt have been an obdurate Heart, indeed, that 
dad not been moved with theſe Words, and the Vehe- 
nence with which they were expreſs'd; beſides the high 
dank, and yet more elevated Accompliſhments of the 
graceful Petitioner, pleaded not a little with a Perſon of 
Madam De G Humour ſhe was touch'd, 
ſhe afterwards confels'd to me, to the very Soul, yet 
ot knowing how to comply with his Requeſt, ſhe re- 
ed to him in theſe Terms. 
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am extremely perplex'd, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, were 
it in my power to make you happy in your Wishes, 1 
were unpardonable to pauſe but, alas! tho' I muſt 
own myteit the the Perſon that firit encourag'd Mon- 
fieur Griper/'s Addreſſes, yet I cannot ſee any way to 
render abortive, what I have taken ſome Pains to bring 
about the Match is now ſo far advanced, that there 
ſeems ſcarce a Poſſibility of breaking it off, without in- 
curring the Cenlure of all who hear of it—tis true Mon- 
fieur Gripart is your Lordſhip's Inferior in every thirg; 
but then he is our Friend, and a Perſon of ſome Conſidera- 
tion what Colour can be put on our Refuſal ?—on 
the other ſide Fearcita is extremely dear to me one 
Moment of Reflection brings a thouſand different Ideas 
into my Mind at once.———T believe your Paſſion real, 
your Honour ſacred, your Word inviolable 
——-1I doubt of nothing you have jaid; but, Marquis, 
remember you have a Father, who will rever be brought 
to accept of '/ eanitta as a Daughter He has al- 
ready iufficient'y explain'd himſelf on that Head, ard 
would never be brought to pardon any one, who had the 
deaſt Hand in bringing about ſuch a diifroportionable 
Match i1! therefore that I can do for you, my 
J.ord, is to delay the intended Marriage with Monſieur 
Grijart for eight Day: if you can find any Means 
in that time to break it wholly off, without prejudice to 

eanttta's Character, I am too much affected with the 
Condition I ſce you in not to rejoice in a Change for 
your Advantage. In concluding theſe Words fhe went 
out of the Room, and I was following ker, but the 
Marquis ſtopp'd me. 

Stay a Moment, cry'd he, with an Air in which the 
mol! piercing Sorrow was painted, or prepare to behold 
me die at your Feet. O! how can you abandon me in 
the Deſpair you ſee me in? Good God!] reply'd I, 
what can I Go?! What Anſwer would you have me 
make to the Reaſons you heard juſt now alledg'd ?—— 
that you deſpiſe them all, ſaid he, for the ſake of a Man 
who may be able one Day to juſtify your (oy of 
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him. How? continu'd I, would you have me entirely 
loſe myſelf with Perſons to whom I am ſo much 
oblig'd? No, anſuer'd he, they cannot condemn you 
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without being guilty of the utmoſt Injuitice. am 
ready to marry you myſelf receive then my ſo- 
lemn Vows, I call Heaven to Witneſs I will have no 


Wife but ou I never had any Deſign unworthy 
of your Virtue. | only waited a favourable Oppor- 
tunity to convince you of 1t.——] have a Father, 


who unknowing your Nlerit, is, indeed, inexoradle, at 
leaſt he appears fo at preſent ; but if you conſent to my 


Happinets we miy be married in private. He 
is old, and cannot live long———tho' far be it from 
me to with his Death————on the contrary I would. 
avoid giving him the leaſt Diſquiet; and it is for this 
Reaſon that I would conceal ous Nupuia!: if you 
love me, therefore, Feanetita, you will —— It I 


love you ! interrupted I, ves, my Lord, I love you 


more than Words can ſpeak ; but yet I never can con- 
ſent to be yours in the manner you defire—nothing ſhall 
ever make me vary from the Reſolution I have form'd 
——you are dearer to me, infinitely dearer to me than 


my Life———and as a Proof of it 1 will difobey, ſince 


it muſt be ſo, the Authors of my Being. Ves. 
continu'd I, With a Torrent of Tears, I will ſet all the 
World againſt me what can you aſk more? Of 
you ſuſpect my Truth, cry'd the Marquis haſtily, you 
think me perdious—a Villain that aims only to ſe- 
duce your Virtue by the ſpecious Pretence of Marriage 
you dare not truſt my W % 
no, purſued I, nothing can be more ſecure than I think 

elf of your Honour. I know the true Eſteem you 
de for me, and the generous Sentiments of your 


Heart in my Faveur ; and I would render myſelf in 


eme Meaſure worthy of them, by ſurmounting the 

common Weakneſs of my Sex Virtue is all I 

have to boaſt ; in the Name of God ek not to tarniſh 

the Brightneſs of it by ſuch Propoſals. The Moment I 

had ſaid this, I ran out of the Room with all hey 
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J could; and Madam De G———who had heard al! 
that had paſs'd, met me on the Staircaſe, and taking 
hold of my Arm, come into my Chamber, ſaid ſhe, I 
have ſomething of Importance to communicate to you, 
She then ſhut the Door to prevent any Interrup- 
tion, and having made me ft down by her, ſpoke to 
me in this manner. 


The End of the SECOND PART. 
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of PART, III. 2 


NEVER ſhall forget the Proofs 
+ you have juſt now given me of your 
Prudence and Virtue, continu'd Ma- 
dam De G——— ; but ſhall delay 
the Praiſes your Behaviour merits, 
till a more leiſure time, and at 2 

2 BD ſcent only conjure you, my dear 
Child, for as ſuch I love and regard you, never to quit 
the Path you have ſo happiſy begun to tread, and which 
alone can conduct you to the End of your Troubles. 

While my Fars were pleaſingly cntertain'd with hear- 
ing how nobly your Virtue triumph'd over your Love, 
my Eyes were turn'd towards the Park, where I was 
ſurpriz'd with the Appearance of ſeveral People, who I 
knew did not belong to us ; they paſs'd backwards arid | 

G | forwards 
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forward ſeveral times, and coming nearer I found ſome 
among them had on the Livery of a Man, whoſe Name 
will make you tremble; I do ſo myſelf, while I tell you 
it was that of the Chevalier D' E/bieux and ſoon 
after one of my Park-keepers accompanied by a Perſon, 
who I gueſs by his Air (for he was too diſtant for me to 
diſcover his Features) to be no other than that deſperate 
Lover, join'd the others; and having talk'd together 
ſome time, as if concerting Meatures, my Servant 
Pointed to a Green-houſe which you know we have at 
the Entrance of the Wood, after which they ſeparated. 
Ah! Teanetta ! ſome guilty Project is in Hand 
Jepend upon it, the Chevalier hurried by his 
brutal Paſhon, is come down hither to bear you hence by 
Force, if Stratagem ſhould fail. 
Madam, anſwer'd I, frighted almoſt to Death, your 
Conjectures are but too juſt, and reminds me of a thing, 
which filled me with a great many Apprehenſions for the 
time it laſted,nor have I ſince been able to get it out of my 
Mind, tho' till your Diſcourſe, I look'd on it only as 
the Effect of Imagination Laſt Night, Madam, cor- 
tinued I, with a Voice faultring with Terror, I heard a 
a Noiſe at my Chamber-door, and wak'd Jabella your 
Lady ſhip's Woman who lay with me————ſhe was in 
a found sleep, and I was oblig'd to ſpeak very loud, on 
wiaica I heard a Voice, not unknown to me, ſay, let 1. 
. retire———the Fear I was in, made me throw myſelt 
into J/avella's Arms and cling faſt to her; but ſhe 
laugh'd at me, and ſaid it was only ſome of the Ser- 
vants, who having, perhaps, been drinking, were going 
10 Bed, and hearing me ſpeak, were afraid of being dil. 
cover'd and getting Anger for being up ſo late. Tho) 
what ſhe ſaid was probable enough, yet I could not be 
eaſy, the Sound of the Voice I had heard has never ſince 
been out of my Ears. 
It muſt beſo cry'd Madam De G interrupting me, 
there was certainly a Defign of carrying you off laſt Night; 
but the great Company we had at Supper, and who flaid 
late, render'd the Execution hazardous, I am ex- 
vemely troubled, nor know by what Methods to pe 
| Cee 
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ceed the Marquis is here ſtill, I ſuppoſe, and his 


Retinue with our own, are more than ſufficient to pre- 
vent any Violence. He is too much intereſted in 
the Affair, and would not fail to give us his Aſſiſtance; 
but then there alſo may be dreadial Inconveniencies in 
letting him know it. 

Yes, Madam, cry'd I, ſuch as I ſhudder but to think 
on———remember what has already paſs'd between 
theſe two Rivals, and the implacable Hatred they bear 
each other —— —O0h! Heaven] continu'd I, weeping, 
what have I done, to draw ſuch Misfortunes upon me! 
my Tears drew alſo ſome into the Eyes of this good 
Lady ; and that ſight reminding me of the trouble L 
was likely to cauſe in her Family. Dear Madam, 
ſaid I, forgive what is not in my power to avoid, and 
to prevent any farther Miſchiefs that may ariſe on my 
Account, ſuffer me to quit your Houle, while there remains 
a Poſſibility of doing 10._——— Alas! cry'd ſhe, where 
would you go or how get out of theſe Gates, 
without falling into thoſe IIls, I would hazard every 
thing to ſhield you from? you may be ſure we are 
obſery'd————the Chevalier has doubtleſs Spies, who 
inform him of all that paſſes— 4owever, I ſe no 
other way, for tho? we are greatly reſpected here among 
our Tenants, yet what could they do againſt the People 
I ſaw in the Park, ſhould this deſperate Lover proceed 
to Extremities, as there is too much Cauſe to fear he will. 
—But, my dear Child, added fhe, if you could even de- 
part hence without the Knowledge of the Chevalier 
D'Eltieux, the Marquis himſelf would be alſo an Im- 
pediment————then there is my Huſband, Monſieur 
Gripart, your Parents, your Siſter, other Friends, all 
have their Eyes on you. No matter, Madam, anſwer'd 
J, were there but a Place where I could depend on being 
receiv'd, I would run any riſque to arrive at it. The 
Abbeſs of a Monaſtery not two Leagues off, ſaid ſhe, is 
one of my Intimates. i have done her Cervices, 
and ſhe has Gratitude enough to acknowledge it. 
O! Madam, interrupted I, kiſſing her Hands, order 
ſome body to conduct me thither-————zyery. Moment 
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now is worth an Age do you acquaint MMfonſtcur 
De G————with what has happen'd, while I go into 
the Company and appear as unconcern'd as poſſible 
when you have contriv'd the Means for my Eſcape, be 
fo good as to give me a Hint, and I'll pretend the Head- 
ake, or ſome other lit tle Diſorder, and aſk Permiſſion to 
retire to my Chamber, and while every one believes me 
to be there, I can get on Horſeback in ſome Diſguiſe; 
and meet the Perſon you appoint for my Guide at the 
End of the Village. 

Ah! Teanetta! Feanttta! ſaid Madam De G—— 
Embracing me, your Wit and Virtue charms me 
the Plot could not have better contriv'd, and I flatter 
myſelf it will ſucceed go, my dear Girl 
you fhall ever be to me as my Child. I will en- 
deavour, Madam, anſwer'd I, to merit that precious 
Title, by my following the Pattern you have ſet me, 
and by obeying all your Precepts ; but I ſhall loſe 
you, cry'd I, weeping. No, Teanetta, reſum'd 
the, I will always be a Mother to you——— 1 will ſee you 
often, and when Affairs are compos'd, bring you Home 
to me again but dry your Tears, and let us go 
o time is to be loſt 

With theſe Words ſhe embrac'd me in the moſt aft- 
ſectionate manner, and we were juſt going to leave the 
Room, when on a ſudden the Door was thrown open, and 
in came the Marquis; what, Madam, cry'd he, to Madam 
De 6, you are going to take Jeanetta from 
me; but you ſhall firſt take my Life ? What have 
I done to merit ſo much Cruelty ? He then threw 
himſelf on his Knees between us, and taking each of 
us by one Hand, proteſted both to the one and the other, 
that whatever happen'd I ſhould not be remov'd—— 
and that if we did not promiſe to forego the Reſolution 
He Had heard us make, he would that Moment lay him- 
ſelf dead at our Feet. 

Theſe Words utter'd with ſo much Vehemence, the 
Deſpair that appeared in his Countenance made me trem- 
ble ; but then the Apprehenſions of the Chevalier D'E- 
$icux, who might in an Inſtant ſurprize us, and = 
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the moſt tragical Scene Imagination could conceive, gave 
me Courage and Reſolution, and enabled me to anſwer 
him in a Tone and Manner, very different from my 
Heart, or my uſual Manner of exprefling myſelf. 

My Lord, faid I, if it be true that you love m 


if I love you? Ungrateful Maid ! interrupted 
this deſpairing Lover, is it now that you ſeek for Proofs 
to perſuade you of it ? what I ſo long have ſuffered 
for you, might — I defire you will hear me out, 
cry'd I in a pretended Anger, and let me fee how far 
I may depend on the Attachment you pretend, by com- 
plying with what I now requeſt ; without which Teſti» 
mony, expect not I will ever believe or liſten to your 
Vows. Call your Reaſon to your Aid, my Lord, 
Love, without it, is but a wandering Fire, and will lead 
you into Miſchiefs irretrievable. —- | know myſelt 
as yet unworthy of the Paſſion you have for me; and 
ſhould I fabmit to the Conduct of ſo blind a Guide, ſooner 
or later, even you would make me repent my Weakneſs. 
As I doubt not your Sincerity or Honour, I am ſenfible 
of the Obligations I lie under to both; and will en- 
deavour to merit the Condeſcenfions you make in my Fa- 
vour, by ſuch Ways as you ſhall hereafter approve, — 
It is no longer, my Lord, Feanetta, an ignorant Coun- 
try-Girl, that takes the liberty to hold this Argument 
with your Lordſhip, but a Maid, whoſe Sentiments are 
enlarged, and whoſe Mind is rendered capable of the moft 
refined Ideas, by the excellent Example and Inſtructions 
of this Lady, and the generous Affection you are pleaſed 
to have for her. Yes, my Lord, in ſpite of my 
mean Birth, my Love and Virtue ſhall enoble me: 
a Proof of the one, I give in fa-rificing to you a certain 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, for an uncertain one to come; 
and of the other, in refuſing both yours and my own In- 
clinations to be yours, but by ſuch Methods as ſhould call 
a Bluſh in neither of our Faces. Beſides, my Lord, 
conſider, I heſeech. you, that I am engaged to Monheur 
Gripart, that I ſhould be married, that my Parents and 
all my Friends are waiting to be Witneſſes of the Cere- 
mony. Where, but in a Convent, can I be de- 
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ended from making good the Promiſes made in my Name, 
by thoſe who alone have the Power of diſpoſing me ? — 
Would you then oppoſe a Reſolution formed on purpoſe 
to ſecure me to you, and compel me ta perform an En- 
gagement which will take me for ever from you. 
A Cloiſter is the only Refuge I can take with Decency, 
and by pretending that I have a Call to that Life, none 
will take upon them to controul a divine Inſpiration. — 
This, my Lord, is all I have to ſay, continued I with a 
determined Air; and if you agree not to ſuch juſt Rea- 
ſons, and retire immediately from this Houſe, I have 
nothing to do but to eſpouſe Monſieur Gripart, and never 
lee you more. 

I was obliged to turn away my Face in uttering theſe 
laſt Words; my Tears, in ſpite of me, betrayed my 
Heart, and would have ſhewn him how great a Con- 
ſtraint I put upon myſelf to treat him in the Manner I now 
did, bad the Surprize he was in to find me ſo reſolute, per- 
Mitted him to obſerve my Countenance.—He was altoge- 
ther unable to reply, and only ſeizing one of my Hands, 
with agonizing Graſps expreſſed the inward Convulſions 
he that Moment felt. What then did not I endure amidit 
the double Anguiſh of his, and my own Griefs! O 
Jet all Maids, who would preſerve their Firmneſs, be- 
ware how they behold a beloved Lover in ſuch a Situa- 
tion. Happy was it for me, that a Perſon ſo much 
reſpected as Madame De ( was preſent, elſe I can- 
not anſwer how far my Tenderneſs might have tranſported 
me. In fuch a ſuncture, Flight is the fole Means 
to Conquer 3 ———— | tore my ſelf away, and ſhut my- 
ſelf into an adjacent Room, leaving Madame De G——— 
to behave in what Manner ſhe tnought proper. 

That good Lady was truly ſenſible of the Marquis's 
Deſpair ſhe omit:ed nothing that ſhe thought 
miglit give him Conſolation ſhe aſſured him, that 
ſhe wou'd continually acquaint him with all that paſſed 
concerning me; and, at laſt, prevailed ſo far as to ſend 
him away much leſs afflicted than he had been. I liften'd 
211 the time, aud partook in all the Tranſports of an N 
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Love, Deſpair and Hope, that he by turns expreſſed, 
while Madame De G was diſcourſing with him. 

But when he was gone, and I had time to reflect on 
the Haughtineſs I had afſumed towards him, and the 
Tenderneſs and Submiſſion with which he bore it, I 
melted into 'Tears ; and it ſeemed to me as if my very 
Soul diſſolved. O Love, if thy Votaries are bleſſed 
with Joys, exceeding all that the World without thee 
can beſtow, the Pains they feel are not leſs exquiſite. — 
I might conceal the Weakneſs which then overpower'd 
my Reſolution if I pleaſed ; none can pretend to accuſe 
me of what none but myſelf was Witneſs of, but as I be- 
gun theſe Memoirs meerly for the Service of my own 
Sex, I ought to hide nothing of the Truth, that they 
may be let into the Dangers to which a young Heart 1s 
expoſed, and know at the ſame time the Methods I was 
ſo happy to put in practice for curbing the Impulſe of 
Inelination. A {mooth and flattering Sea that hides 
beneath it Rocks and Quick-Sands, on which many are 
caſt away, and which nothing can defend us from, if we 
once truſt ourſelves upon it — the deluding Proſpect muſt 
be ſhun'd we mutt turn our Backs upon it—we maſt 
not even ſuffer the Idea of it to dwell upon our Minds ; 
but take all Occaſions of employing our Thoughts on, 
different Objects. 

As ſoon as Madame De G had got rid of the 
Marquis, ſhe acquainted her Husband with all that had 
happened: he was aſtoniſhed, and troubled at the Te- 
merity of the Chevalier D* E/bieux, and agreed with her, 
that the removing me from their Houſe was abſolutely 
neceſſary. They conſulted between them on a 
proper Perſon to entruſt me with; and I was conducted. 
the ame Night to the Monaſtery of Saint & , where 
I was received by the Lady Abbeſs and the Nuns, with 
creat Kindneſs and Civility. | 

My Mind was too much taken up with this ſudden 
Change of Situation for me to have any Appetite to eat, 
ſo defired Permiſſion to go to Bed, and was ſhewn to a 
little neat Chamber, where I was no ſooner alone than I 
abandoned myſelf to the different Paſſions, which the Ad- 
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ventures of the Day had inſpired ; at length how- 
ever they gave way to Sleep, if that can be called fo which 
preſents us even with more terrible Ideas than our wake. 
ing Thoughts can do. Rapes, Murders, all that 
is dreadful to Nature and to Senſe, were continually be- 
fore my Eyes———— methought, I faw the Marquis and 
Chevalier engaged with equal Fury the former 
was overpower'd he fell ——— he died, and 
| with his laſt Breath avowed his Tenderneſs for me 
, I became a Prey to the Conqueror he dragg'd me 
| from a Tree where I had ciung for Refuge—— 1 ſtem'd 
to feel his ſavage Graip, and awoke with Agonies unut- 
terable ! 

The Sun was now above the Horizon, and lightned 
my Cell. I caſt a melancholly Look on the Objects that 
ſurrounded me 2 great wooden Crucifix, at the Foot 
of which was a Death's-Head, was placed directly op- 
poſite to my Bed——=— on the right Side of the Room 
was painted the tremendous Judgment-Seat, where al! 
the unnumber'd Millions that ever were, or are to be, 
muſt appear to receive their irrevocable Doom ON 
the left, a Picture of Hell, where all the Torments of 
the Damned were decypher'd in fo lively a Manner, 
that I was ftruck with Horror, and durſt not venture to 
Jook long upon it. Alas, cry'd J, how miſerable is 
Humankind, to have by Nature a Propenfity to Actions, 
which muſt without an Infinity of Mercy bring them, 
ſooner or later, to lo fad a Place! This Reflection 
brought me on my Knees, and I prayed with the utmoſt 
Fervency to the Divine Being, that he would diſpoſe 
my Heart to obey the Dictates of his holy Word, and 
mortify all vain Deſires in me. After this, I got into 
my, Bed again, and my Door being ſoon after opened, 
an old Nun came in, Ave, ſaid ſhe in entering. how have 

you paſſed the Night? —— I fear but indifferent'y, 
that you are not yet riſen. Madam De G 's in the 
Parlour with our Superior, and asks to ſee you. — Ah, 
my God] cry'd I, with Tranſport, how long has ſhe 
been here ? How does ſhe do ? What does 


ſhe ſay ? ——— I asked all theſe Queſtions in a _ 
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the Abbeſs, and kiſſed her Hand. 
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but the anſwer'd to them only by ſaying, Put on your 
Cloaths, and come down, you will know every thing 
you defire when you ſee her; but, continued ſhe 
very gravely, be ſure not to quit your Chamber, till you 
have paid to Heaven the firſt Duty of the Day 
ſome body ſhall come for you in a Quarter of Hour 
ſhe left me with theſe Words, and I jump'd out of Bed, 
faying my Prayers, and drefling myſelf at the fame time, 
through Eagernefs to know what News Madam De 6 
kad brought me of the Marquis. So eaſily, alas !' 
does Devotion yield to Love I found it imme-- 
diately in myſelf, but had the Affurance to argue in this 
Manner. I love God with all my Soul, faid I, 
but it cannot ſure be a Fault to give a little of my Af- 
fections to a Man who has no Deſigns upon'me, but ſuch as 
are warrantable by the Laws of Heaven and Earth.. 
Theſe RefleRions were combatted by others, which the 
dreadful Pictures before me inſpired, and I cannot ſay, 
whether Heaven or Nature would have got the better x 
for a young and very beautiful Nun came to call me 
down, and hindered me from thinking farther. 
Ah! ſaid ſhe, you have been weeping I dare 
engage a Convent has'no Charms for you but 
you are not the only Perſon here to whom ſuch a Life is 
diſpleaſing. I looked earneſtly upon her while ſhe was 
ſpeaking, and from that Moment conceived an Affection 
for her, which afterwards arrived to all the Heights of 
Friendſhip. We ſaid no more however at that time to 
each other, but went directly down Stairs. 

The Moment I came into the Parlour, I ran, without 
thinking of any thing elſe, and threw myſe'f at the Feet 
of — at De G — Good morrow, my dear 
Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, but you ſhould have paid your firſt 
Reſpects to your Reverend Superior. She is a 
Lady, and for my ſake will take a particular Care of 
you you could no where have been ſo well placed 
as with her. I turned myſelf then a little confounded to 
She em- 
braced me in a very kind Manner, ſaying to me, do not 
weep, for the Tears were then coming into my = 
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there is nothing ſo dreadful in a monaſtick Life — Caf. 
tom will make it ealy to you. She is naturally pious, 
reply'd Madam De G— „but the very Air of theſe 
venerable Walls has ſomewhat in it alarming to a young 
Perſon at firlt fight ; but there are certain Occaſions 
when ſuch a Retirement from the World is neceſſary ; 
and ought therefore to be pleafing ; theſe Words were ac- 
company*'d with a Look, which told me ſhe had ſome- 
thing extraordinary to acquaint me with, and made me 
very impatient at the Impertinence that delayed my 
hearing it. 

The Abbeſs after a Fit of coughing, which laſted near 
a Quarter of an Hour, began to entertain her old Friend 
Madam De G————-with all the little Animoſities that 
had happen'd in the Convent, ſince the Time they had 
lait met; and it would have been Matter of Affliction to 


me, had I then had Time to conhider on what ſlender 


Occalions, Perſons, who ought by their Profeſſion, to be 
of a more meek and humble Behaviour, take laſting 


- Piques againſt each other, and diiturb the Peace cf a 


Place conſecrated to Acts of Piety and Devotion; but 


my Mind being employed on Things which ſeemed of 
greater Conſequence to myſelf, left me no Leiſure for 


Obſervation on the long Stories, which I was compell'd 
to hear. FEE? 

At laſt this Converſation was happily interrupted by 
the coming in of one of the Siſterhood, who whiſpering 
ſomething to the Abbeſs oblig'd her to withdraw, tho' 
not till after making a great many needleſs Apologies to 
Madam De G for being oblig' d to leave her, 

Now, Feanetta, ſaid Madame De G— as ſoon as 
we were alone, I'll take this Opportunity of informing 
you, of what you will ſtand in need of all the Aids of 
Religion, Prudence, and Courage to ſuſtain 
therefore guard well your Heart againſt the Aſſaults of 
Paſſion, before I begin the ſhort but tragical Recital. 

I fince have often wonder'd that fo dreadfu! a Prelude, 
did not render me uncapable of liſtning to what wag/tw 
enſue ; but from the Moment I came into the Parlour, 4 
oveſs'd by the Looks of this good Lady, that ſhe _ no. 
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thing but ill News to tell me, ſo had anticipated her 
Commands, and indeed prepar'd myſelf for the worſt. 
After Madam De G had made a little Pauſe, 
as recollecting what ſhe had to ſay, you had not been 
gone many Minutes, purſued ſhe, when Monfieur Gripart 
(u ho had it ſeems been walking in the Park,) came haf- 
tily into my Chamber, Madam, ſaid he, how have I de- 
ſerved this Ulage ? had not Chance been more my 
Friend than any I have in this Houle, I had been finely 
impoſed upon your Feanetta, your virtuous Villa- 
cer is a fine Creature I perceive [ overheard two 
Footmen talking to each other in your Park, which has 
let me into the whole Secret ſhe has a Lover, 
Madam, a Gallant, and I was to have been the Dupe 
of a Huſband but "tis over now the Griparts 
never were deceived yet, our Family is famous for Pene- 
tration——— —we are not to be drawn i — we 
never were and I will undertake to ſay we never 
will. | 
cannot here forbear interrupting the Courſe of my 
Memoirs, by giving my Reader an Account of what 
ſoon after befel this ſelf-ſufficient Man; for I think not 
right the Hero of my Hiſtory, ſhould be dropt without 
relating his Deſtiny. His Prediction in Relation to 
himſelf, proved equally fabulous with moſt other modern 
Predictions He was ſome Years after drawn in, 
and married Madamoiſelle Fanchon De L————3ll the 
World knew her-———ſhe had carryed on Intngues 
in more Climates than one, and was indeed notorious 3 
yet ſhe had the Addreſs to behave ſo in his Preſence, that 
he looked on her as a perfect Pattern of Modeſty and 
Virtue, during his Courtſhip ; but they were no ſooner 
married than ſhe threw off the Maſk at firſt he 


raved, tore his Hair, and turned her out of Doors, but 
as ſhe had been Miſtreſs of Cunning enough to get a Set- 
tlement from him before the. Ceremony, he was after- 
wards glad to take her again to avoid paying it, and the 
Conduct ſhe continued to preſerve, was ſuch as convinced 


the World, there was a Poſſibility for the Griparts to be 
deceived, 


But 
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But to return to the melancholly Account Madam Y- 
6 was giving to me; in ſpite of all 1 could 
ſay to Nlonſieur Gripart, purſued that Lady, either in 
Vindication of your Innocence, or mine of impoſing 
upon him, he took Leave of me, and went into his 
Chaiſe with the utmoſt ill Humour. My Huſband in 
the mean Time, was arming all the Peop'e we had for 
our Defence, in Caſe of an Attack, but theſe Precau- 
tions proved entirely uſeleſs ; Chance diſpoſed Things o- 
therwiſe than we imagined, and indeed there was no 
foreſceing the NIisfortune that happen'd. 

When the Marquis De L————F. departed, he 
did it with fo little Caution, in Spite of all 1 had {aid 
to him, that the Chevalier D*Z/b:cux was immediately 
inform'd of it, on which imagining that under the Pre- 
tence of marrying you to Gri#art, you were in Reality 
to be given to the Marquis, he flew in Purſuit of him 
Sword in Hand-———the Fright he put a poor Shep- 
herd into, was perhaps the Cauſe that on his enquiring 
of him which Way his Rival went, he was directed to 
the Road Monſieur Gripart had taken inſtead of that of 
his Lordſhip. The Speed he made, ſoon brought him and 
his Attendants to the Heels of a Lackey, who was fol. 
lowing the Chaiſe le began the Tragedy by 
ſhooting this Fellow, and Gripart on the Report of the 
Piſtol! looking out of his Chaiſe, and ſuppoſing himſelf 
purſued by Rohbers, jump'd out with all the Haſte he 
could, and throwing himſelf on his Knees through Fear, 
begg'd they would ſpare his Life and take all he had 
about him———but the Chevalier without regarding 
what he Aid, rode furiouſly over him thinking to find 
the Marquis im the Chaiſe: As ſoon as he was got within 
Reach of it he diſcharged a Piſtol, the Ball paſſing 
through the Leather ſhot the Poſtillion in the Shoulder; 
but he was ſtrangely ſurprized when looking in, he found 
himſelf miſtaken, and his Rival eſcaped Ile turn'd 
back more deſpemte than ever, and the Road being nar- 
row, gallop'd a ſecond Time over the unfortunate Gripart, 
but he poſted to his own Ruin the Moment of 
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Vengeance was at Hand, nor would Heaven any longer 
ſtand unconcern'd at his wicked Attempts. 

The Marquis De L V. had been pur- 

ſuing his Journey toward his own Caſtle, when the 


Sound of the Piſtols reaching his Ears, he turned haſtily 
the Bridle of his Horſe, and flew as directed by the 


Noite O Heavens! cryed he, Feanetta is on the 
Road this may be ſome freſh Enterprize againſt 
her Struck with this Idea, he enter'd full Speed 


the Road I juſt now mentioned, he knew the Chevalier 
too well to be miſtaken in him; and ſeeing an empty 
Chaiſe, Men lying wounded on the Earth, others crying. 
out for Help, all conſpired to intimate to him a ſecond 
Rape D' Elbieux had the ſamne Opinion of the 
Marquis, and had ſought him with too much Earneſt- 
neſs now to avoid him, they met with equal Rage, but 
the Chevalier's Impatience making him forget that both 
his Piftols were diſcharged, he attack'd his Rival with 
them unloaded in his Hands Thou ſhalt not eſ- 
cape me now, cryed he, pulling the Trigger, PFll make 
thee know a ſecond Time the Chevalier D' EHu 
the Marquis at the ſame Inſtant gave Fire, and lodged 
the whole Charge in the Body of his Antagoniſt 
he fell immediately from his Horſe, and the Marquis a- 
lighting, and ry rea: the other Piſtol to his Head 
you are this inſtant dead, faid he, if you tell me not 
where you have convey'd Feanctta: I have not ſeen her, 
replyed the late impetuous, but now dejected Chevalier; 
I own that I had form'd a Deſign of carrying her away 
this Night, but hearing you were at Madam Ds G——3, 
and ſuſpecting you intended to ſecure her to yourſelf for 
ever, I left the Place where I had laid conceal'd, and 
came in Purſuit of you————are you fincere, cryed 
the Marquis, fearing to be impoſed upon ? Lam, 
replyed his wounded Rival, you have vanquiſh'd me, and 
may take my Life————[ value it not Deſpair 
of being happier, and Remorſe for what I have done, 
render it a Burthen to me allow me but Time to re- 


collect my Offences and implore Forgiveneſs —ny 
Eyes 
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« Eyes are now open I ſee my Faults, and pray 
you to forget 

: He was able to ſpeak no more, Loſs of Blood threiy 

1 him into a Swoon, and the Marquis, whoſe Sentiment 

1 


are truly generous, was touch'd with the utmoſt Com- 
paſſion for him; he gave Charge to his Attendants to 
take Care of him, and to bring him to my Houle, where 
he haſtened before to acquaint me with the Hiſtory of 
what had happened judge my dear, 7eanetta, the Grief 
. and Confuſion I was in at hearing ſuch dreadful News. 
; Save yourſelf, my Lord, fave yourſelf, cryed I, x 
ſoon as he had done ſpeaking this Accident 1s of 
the lait Conſequence, and I fear will involve us all in a 
Labyrinth, from which we ſhall have Difficulty enough 
to extricate ourſelve Madam, replyed he, there re- 
quires no more than the plain Truth to teſtity my Inno- 
cence but I tremble for the adorable Feau,Ejm; 
ſhould the Place of her Retreat be known at Court, ſhe 
would doubtleſs be contined by a Lettre de Cachet all the 
Days of her Life. I am eaſy as to that, ſaid I, the te- 
cautions I have taken are ſuch as cannot well fail; there 
is but one Servant, and him I can depend upon, knows 
where ſhe is ſhe paſſes in the Convent for a Neice 
of mine, who has a Deſire of becoming a Nun, and [ 
- have prevail'd upon her Father and Mother, to ſay her 
Daughter bas abſented herſelf, and that they are wholly 
ignorant of what is become of her; ſo that whatever Search 
is made, it is next to an Impoſſibility to nnd her. You 
give me a new Lite, Madam, {aid the Marquis kiſſing 
my Hand; go, my Lord, interrupted I, every Moment 
15 precious Perhaps they are already in Search of 
you I will not have you ſtay to make me any An- 
ſwer————As ſoon as you are ſecure from any Acci- 
dent let me hear from you, and I will inform you of all 
that regards us. 
The Marquis was but juſt gone when the Chevalier 
was brought in, the Motion had h ht him to his 


Senſes, but he was unable to ſpeak my Huſband's 
-Surgeon (who you know is conſtantly with us, on Ag: 
count of the Danger he is in from an ApopleQic Ones | 
* . ſearched 
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ſcarch'd his Wounds, and finds them very dangerous, yet 
of ſuch a Nature that there is a Poſſibility of his Reco- 
very. The Lackey belonging to Monſieur Gripart was 
kill'd, and his Matter is ſo full of Contuſions, betides ha- 
ving two of his Ribs broke, that *tis expected he will 
not be able to ſtir theſe fix Months, and the Poſtillion 
is maim'd *tis fear'd forever——— in tine, my dear 
Jeanetta, my Houle is become an Hoſpital as we 
are very much beloved among our 'Tenants, we have de- 
fired it may be kept a Secret; and I have not heard it 
has been talk'd of this Morning; but I expect to have 
diſmal! News at my Return. I came hither thus 
early to apprize you, becauſe if the Affair ſhould reach 
the Convent, you may be upon your Guard, and behave 
ſo as not to be ſuſpected as the Cauſe of theſe Misfor- 
tune be careful therefore I charge you to affect 
an unconcern at whatever iglald——>———if you do not, 
you are loſt for ever, and will involve all who love you 
in the ſame Perplexity See, Jeanttta, lee puriued 
ſhe, the lad Effect of your unhappy Charms 
wou'd to God you had been leis beautiful, or that I had 
made uſe of the Advice given me by Madamoiſelle 
DU Elkticux ———— VV hat an Infinity of Trouble I had 
then avoided. 

Theſe cutting Words, pronounced by a Mouth ac- 
cuſtomed only to tender Expreſſions, itruck me to the 
Heart | was in ſuch a Conlternation that I became 
motionleſs, and without Power of Speech————my ._ 
Tears as well as Words were obſtructed in their Paſſage, 
and I ſhould have fainted away, had not a Nun who 
came that Moment into the Room ſupported me. Ig 
was the ſame I mentioned before, whole Beauty and 
Sweetneſs of Behaviour had gain'd very much upon me 
at firſt Sight: She was now ſent by, the Abbeſs to make 
her Apology to Madam De G———— for not being 
able to return to her. This amiable young Woman was 
touch'd with the greateſt Compathon to ſee me in that 
Condition She took me in her Arms and gave me 
a thouſand Careſſe Madam De G who was 
moved at theſe Marks of Friendſhip from a Stranger, 

| . recommended 
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recomended me to her Care do not forſake her, 
ſaid ſhe, I perceive none can be more proper to conſole 
her than yourielt- her Father will have her Placed 
here in order to take the Vail, and her Repugnance to it 
is the Cauſe of the Trouble you fee her in Ah, 
my God!] replied this charming Nun, why will a Parent 
render a Child ſo miſerable tor Heaven's ſake, 
Madam, take pity on her, and fave her from ſo cruel a 
Conſtraint. 1 cannot ſtay now to ſpeak of this Affair, 

replied Madam De G aſſure her when ſhe comes 
to herſelf, that I ſhall always love her as my own Child, 
and that ſhe ſha!l very ſhortly hear from me again ; With 
theſe Words {he departed. 

My Fainting had not hindred me from hearing al! was 
ſaid. But my Protectre's was no fooner gone, than, ! 
found myſelf extremely ill, my Griefs finding no Vent 
preyed upon my Vitals, and I felt as if I was ſtruck with 
the Hand of Death. 

Take Courage, my lovely <ifter, ſaid the young Sane 
Ares (for that was the Name of this ſweet. tempered De- 
votee) I ſincerely pity you——— Endeavour to ſupport 

urſelf ——— will ſet you an Example, and when you 
know the Woes I have undergone, and which are yet far 
from being diſſipated, your own will ſeem much eaſier to 
be borne ; with this ſhe took me under the Arm and led 
me to my Chamber, where having obliged me to liz 
down, I was a long Time without being able to ſpeak 
one Word, or teltſy any other acknowledgment then 
tenderly preſſing her Hund. She fat down on the Bed- ſide, 
and aſked me how I fornd myſelf? Alas ! cry'd I, half 
drowned in the long ſtifled Tears, I find myſelf the moſt 
wretched of all created Being: a cruel Deſtiny 
attends all my Action the moſt direful Events 
ſucceed each other in a continual Round, as I were born 
only to ſuffer Sure never Creature was over- 
whelm'd with ſo many Miſeries. 

Ah, my dear Fearnetta! anſwered ſhe, your Youth 
and Inexperience of the World has not yet made you ac- 
quainted with the Calamities of it=————Behold in me, 


the moſt unfortunate of Woman eie your Afflic- 
| tions 
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tons even greater than ever had a Name, they could 
not be compared to mine you are at leaſt at Liberty, 
drag a double Chain — under this Vail I wear a 
Heart pierced with a thouſands Dart: the deplo- 
rable Victim of an unaccountable Caprice without 
Hope without even a poſſ; bility of Relief 1 find 
myiclt doomed to bear continued iorments, which are 
the more unſupportabie as I am obliged by Honour, | 
Decency, and the Intereſt of my Relations, to fifle my 1 
too jult Rejentment———1 have not hitherto had even 
* Comſort of one Friend, to whom 1 might ſafely vent 

de ſwelling Sorrows which ever and anon are ready to '1 

bark my bulom you are the only Perſon to whom 1 
have utter'd any Part of my Complaints Since '! 
thereſore you are of the Number of the unhappy Ones, 1 
| :blcemed by Nature pitytul and tender, let us blend | 
or duflerings I will make you my Confidant, do 4 
ne the Honour to let me be yours we will mutually 
adobe each other, and perhaps be able to ind out ſome 
Eaſe in the melancholly Employment. Shall it be 
iv beautiful FJeannetta? 

Yes, rep ied 1 ardently ; how chearing is it in my 
reſent State to find ſuch Compailion in a Place where I 
expected nothing but what is diiagreeabie? Your Aver- 
ton to a Cloyiter, reſum-d Saint Enes, is {0 conformable 
o mine, you merit for that alone to be truited with the 
tearelt Secrets of my unhappy Life——- 1 will therefore 
n Inke no Scruple to lay my whole Heart open to u 
Ne have fill an Hour ſecure ſrom interruption, and } am 
Ir {Wore than half perſuaded my story will be a conſidera- 
e Allevistion to your Sufterings. Finding me prepared 
y v ear her, ſhe began in this Aianuer, 
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Hiſtory of SAINT AGNES and 
MELICOU RT. 


Shall touch but ſlightly on my Birth, whatever Parti. 
cularities there may be in it, ſaid this beautiful Nun, 
and at preſent ſhall only tell you I am of Pont-a-Mo»/m 
in the Dukedom of Lorrair, and the Daughter of a 
Man of the firſt Quality, who reſided at ſome diſtance 
from that City, but married my Mother thence-on account 


of the Charms of her Perſon —— She was about twenty! | 


hve Years of Age when ſhe brought me into the World. 
and for ſome reaſons which I ſhall acquaint you with 
hereafter, had concealed her being with Child, and lay in 
as privately as-could be contrived I was no 
ſooner born than committed to the care of a Gardener 
and his Wife, who lived about fourteen or fifteen Niles off, 
and paffed with every body as their Daughter 
the firſt Years of my Life were employed in the meanei 
Occupations, and ſuch as befitted the Profeſſion of my ſup- 
poſed Parents the ill Humour of my two? Siſters, 
as I then thought them, made my Life very unhappy ; 
and the ill Agreement between us made our Parents in 
common Pity to me, ſend me abroad to keep Sheep ; the 
cruel Treatment I had received at home from thoſe Girlz 
made this Vocation pleafing to me, and I thank'd Heaven 
for the Change. 

The Lord of the Village in which we lived was called 
Monſieur Melicaurt He was Councellor in the Pare 
liament of M and came down to his Eſtate al 
ways in the Time of the Vocation He had a Son 
who had not entirely finiſh'd his Studies, but never fail'd 


to accompany him when he came into the 9 
1 Inis 
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This young Gentleman was extremely lovely, well 
ſhap'd, had the mett inchanting Air, and was more re- 
ſerved and grave than is uſually found in Perſons of his 
Sex and Age. Inſtead of ſpending his Time in Hunting, 
Gaming, Drinking, or any of thoſe Diverſions to which 
moſt too much adit themſelves, he paſſed the greateſt 
Part of it in Reading his chief Recreation conſiſted 
in walking either in the Fields or about the Village, after 
the Sun had ſo far withdrawn his Beams as not to be of- 
ſenſive few Evenings there were wherein I did not 
meet him, and always with a Book in his Hand; he 
never paſs'd by me without pulling off his Hat, but 
{eem'd mitigated to that Civility only by the Complaiſance 
of his Temper to any of our Sex, for I perceived he did 
it to all he met without making any Diſtinction, or pay- 
ing more Deference to me than others. 

But, alas! it was not ſo to me, I was not then quite 
fourteen, yet I could diſtinguiſh between Men, and when 
I compared him with the reſt of his Sex he appeared to 
me of a ſuperior Specie : I was, however, too young to 
know from what Senſe theſe Idea's proceeded, neither 
indeed did I examine into it I bluſhed wherever I 
aw him withaut being able, if I had been asked to ſay 
for what Reaſon, and I caſt down my Eyes whenever we, 
met, yet nothing afforded me ſo much Pieaſure as to look 
upon him I have a thouſand Times wiſhed for an 
Opportunity to gaze on him without his perceiving I did 
o, and was never ſo much troubled as when any Chance 
kept him at home, that I miſled the pleaſure of beholding 
bim. | 

One Day when I had drove my Sheep towards a 
Warren about half a Mile from Tre/e, for that is the 
Name of our Village, who ſhould I find fleeping on the 
Graſs at the Foot of a 'T'ree but him, whoſe charming 
Image was ever preſent to me how happy did I 
think my ſelf in having fo far an occaſion of contempla- 
ting him without his ſeeing me Emboldened by 
that Security I drew nearer——I was alone——he 


aleep, and at laſt I ventured ſtep by ſep till I was cloſe 
y trembling leſt he ſhould awake and 
ou, I. I 
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ſurrrize me, I ruſtled the Leaves of the Trees with 2 
lictle Stick I had in my Hand, as an Experiment to try if 
his repoſe was ſound, and finding it according to my 
Wifhes, I ſtoop'd pently down the better to examine his 
Features, than which to me none ever appeared fo 
charming but I will give you the Picture as near 
as I can draw it He is of what they call a ſanguine 
Complection, very clear Skin, large ſparkling Eyes, 
and tho? their Lids were then cloled were not without 
their Beauties, the dark and ſhining Fringes which 
feemed to guard the precious Balls of Sight "from ary 
Offences by Duſt or other Atoms waſted by the Wind, 
had a peculiar Grace, nor were his fine form'd Eye- 
brows leſs to be admired, his Forehead majeſtick, round 
and ample his Noſe admirably turned, and 2 
Mouth round which every Grace inhabited——the lake 
of his Face neither lony ror over ſhort, and of an agrec- 
> Plumpneſs—— His Hair of a Cheſnut brown hung 
t Curls over his Shonklers———his Shape well pro- 
1 and his Limbs a fit Pattern for a Statuary to 
copy aſter ſor a perfect Model think not, continued 


the lovely Nun, I ſpeak as Paſſion guides t! neſe leaſt pre- 


Poſſeſsd in favour of Melicourt allow him ſuch as I have 
deſcribed——a Book lay by him on the Graſs, I had 
learned to read, and promoted by Curioſity to ſee what 
had been the Subject of his Meditations made me take it 
and put it in my Pocket———after this I thought of 
retiring, left he ſt ould wake and diſcover what I had done, 
but indulging myſelf with one look more before I went, 
a Gnat that Moment happened to ſettle on his Cheek, I 
Rooped again, too much intereſted not to ſtretch out my 
Hand to drive away this poiſonous Inſet, but the Con- 
fuſion this Action threw me in made me execute my 
intent with ſo little caution as to wake him he ſtarted 
as ſurprixed, and fpoke ſome Words which my Fright 
would not ſuffer ne to underſtand———on my endea- 
vouring to run away he catch'd hold of my Petticoat, 
and ſaid with a Smile which added to his Charms, what 
have I done, my pretty Maid, that you ſhould diſturb my 


Slamber indeed, Sir, anſwered 11 in a ubm 13% 
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T beg your Pardon, I had no deſign to hurt yeu, but 
being in Search of a ſtrayed Sheep, I happened as I 
paſs'd by to fee a Gnat juſt going to ſting you; and in 
oing to bruſh it off was ſo unlucky to awake you, while 
1 making aukwardly enough I believe this Apology, 
he looked on me with an Attention that very much 
flattered my Vanity when 1 left off ſpeaking he 
would have thrown his Arms about my Neck to thank 
me as he ſaid for the good wiil I had ſhewn to him 
Covered with Bluſhes I avoided his Kindneſs and turn'd 
haſtily away, ſweet Creature, cryed he,'miſconſtrue not my 
Gratitude, I will be more reſerved, if you do not ap- 
prove the Tranſports your Eyes have kindled in my 
Breaſt you are the firſt I affure you that has ever 
been able to inſpire me with the Sentiments I now feel— 
good God ! continued he, taking me by the Hand, how 
perfectly beautiful you are I do not deceive you 
I never ſaid ſo much to any of your Sex before, becauſe 
none but you ever appeared ſo in my Eyes. 

I pretended not to underſtand what he meant, but 
young as I was, I comprehended very well that he 
would have me think he loved me, and that I ought hot 
to liſten to any Diſcourſe of that kind; and notwithſtand- 
ing the Pleaſure it gave me to be near him, I retired 
with an unwilling haſte ; Ah ! dont leave me, cryed he, 
the Sun 1s not yet ſet you will not be wanted 
Crue! Creature! added he, when I was got ſome diftance 
from him better for me I had been ſtung by the 
Gnat the Smart would then have ſoon been over, 
but the Wound I have received from you will never be 
healed. | 

By this Time I was come up to my Flock Me- 
licourt followed me at ſome Diſtance, bat when I ſaw 
him coming one Way I turned another, under the pre- 


tence of keeping my Sheep together Ile ſoon pe: 


ceived I was reſolved to give him no farther Opportunity 
cf talking to me, and ſtood ſtill, but continued to look 
after me with an Air no leſs expreſſive of his Meaning 
than the beſt choſen Words could have been without 
keming to take any notice of him I went back to the 
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Village, but carried an Impreſſion in my Mind, which 
no Changes of Fortune has ever been able to erace 
O to what Misfortunes does the Heedleſſneſs of Youth 
tranſport us ! 

I will not tire you, my dear Feanetta, purſued Saint 
Agnes, with the Ideas that ran through my Mind the 
Night after this firſt Converſation with the Man I had fo 
long in ſecret admired—————you may ſuppoſe they 
Verte of a mix'd Nature, divided between Hope and Fear, 
and both romantick enough in their Turns; Iwill only 
tell you that Me/:court's Diſquiet were not at all inferior 
to mine, as his Actions afterwards ſufficiently evinc'C— 
I ſaw him the next Day, and every Day he declared his 
Paſſion for me in the tendereſt Terms, I was prepoſſeſſed 
in his Fayour, and at length let him know the Influence 
he had gain the Tranſports he expreſs'd on this 
Confeſſion, were ſuch as would loſe half their Energy in 
being repeated by any other Mouth, and notwithianding 
the vaſt Diſparity there then appeared to be between our 
Birth and Fortunes he gave me, the moſt folemn Vows 
never to be but mine————Ah what flattering Charms 
what gay Delights attend the Infancy of Love! 
how ſweet is mutual Affection before embittered 
by any adverſe Paſſions, or cruel Diſappointments ! 
Melicourt and I indulged ourſelves for a Time in all the 
innocent Felicity that any Pairenjoyed, without once think- 
ing what was to enſu- the Vacation now expired, he 
was obliged to leave me, and this Separation firſt made 
us ſenfible that the Engagements we had entered into 
muſt infallibly entail on us a Train of Difficulties. 
nothing can be more mournful than our taking leave ; 
and tho' he endeavoured to conſole himſelf and me, 
with the Hopes of ſceing each other again, yet I could 
eaſily ſee how deeply he was afflicted, and after he was 
gone, I did rothing for three whole Months but utter my 
Complaiats to my poor Sheep, who were my only Con- 
fidents. 

As I was going home one Evening more depreſt with 
the An21ifh of my Mind, than with the Fatigues my 
Body bad that Day unce;gone, I met running towards 
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we one of the Daughters of thoſe Perſons who paſs'd for 
my Parents I) M:inetta, ſaid ſhe, for that was the 
Nane they cail'd me by, I have rare News for you 
what wili you give me to tell ou — Somebody is 
come you'll be glad to fee 
tinually in my Head, I bluſh'd thinking ſhe meant that 
Gentieman, and durſt not ask her any Queſtions, —-— 
you have little Curioſity, reſumed ſhe, but indeed you 
have ſeem'd very indifferent of late to every Thing 

now if my Mother would not be angry I would not tell 
you at all- but however you muſt come Home this Mi- 
nute, there's a great fine Lady come to our Houſe in 
her own Coach She aſked for my Mother, and 
went into our Chamber with her could not imagine 
what ſhe wanted, ſo ſtood to liſten——it ſeems you are 
not our Siſter, and this Lady ſays you are her Daughter 
Io, cry'd I aſtoniſh'd, you tell me ſtrange Things 
indeed, and what I do not know how to believe I 
s Wl fancy you only want to laugh at me we were ar- 
as Wl guing in this ruſtick Manner, when the other Siſter came 
e! W quice out of Breath with runnin why dont you 
ea come Minetta ſaid ſhe——you ſhall make ſuch fine 
_— BW folks wait for you indeed———pray 
he m—_ me to watch the Sheep, my Mother charged me to 
k- 0, 

he I began to think there muſt be really ſomething in all 
ade chis, and went with her that came firſt ; I was ſcarce 


nto in when ſhe I took for my Mother pull'd off my Hand- 


_ W k:rchief and ſhewed a Mark I have on my Neck to a 


ve; Neery graceful Lady, whom I found fitting in the Room. 
'Tis ſhe I know, ſaid ſhe, not that 1 ſhould have 
doubted it without this Teſtimony her Face is ſuffi- 
cen. then turning to me in a very gractous Man- 
ner, will you come and live with me ? purſued ſhe, 
your Mother here has promiſed me you ſhall—T affure 
you that you ſhall be well taken care of; and as ſhe has 


kaſe to her. Your Ladyſhip is mighty good, replied 


de proud to attend your Ladyſhip, ſhe is a very good 
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Girl and traftable enough; but your Ladyſhip muſt 
excuſe her if ſhe behaves at firſt after a plain Manner, 
ſhe has not been accuſtomed to Gentry. 
The Lady after this whiſper'd fomething to her, and 
T was ordered to go and put on my beit Gown; I 
obey d, but was quite dejected in my Mind, as not 
able to reconcile what the Girl had told me with what 
J had juſt now heard from the Lady's own Mouth ; to 
add to this the Uncertainty where I was going, and the 
Fears I ſhould not be able to acquaint my dear Me/icourt 
where he might ſee me, made me put on my Clothes 
with a very ill Will, However I was at laſt ready, and 
re-entred the Chamber where they expected me, with 
down caſt Eye. the little Concern which I ſtrove 
to conceal but could not, was conftrued to my Advan- 
tage, the Lady taking it as the Effects of Tenderneſs and 
Duty to thoſe whom I imagin'd my Parents; and indeed 
I lov'd with very great Affection thoſe I was going to 
quit, and as I believe our Grief was mutual at Parting, 
it was a moving Sight. 
When I was on the Road and alone in the Coach with 

this ſtrange Lady, what the Gardener's Daughter had 
aid again came into my Head, but it ſeemed all a Myſtery 
to me ; if this were really my Mother, cry'd I to my- 
ſelf, what ſhould hinder her, now no Witneſſes are pre- 
ſent from embracing me, and acknowledging me as her 
Child ?!———1 found ſhe was extremely penſive, and 
as ſhe did not ſpeak one Word to me, durſt not take 
the Liberty of opening my Lips to her————both ot 
us obſerved a profound Silence for about ſix Miles of our 
Journey, and had perhaps continued in it longer, if a 
Gentleman on Horſeback had not rode up to the Coach 
ſide, and accoſted the Lady with a Familiarity, which 
ſhewed he mult either be a Relation or a very intimate 
Friend he looked very ſtedſaſty on me, aſked ſe- 
veral Queſtions co 1cerning me, and often ſaid I was very 

etty. 
" At laſt we arrived at a magnificent Caſte, where the 
Lady and Gentleman made me enter with them into an 


Apartment, which as I had never before ſeen any =y 
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like it dazzled my Eyes the Furniture was indeed 
rich, gorgeous, and well fancied I coud eafily 
perceive they were expected to ſup there, for te Table 
was already covered, the Side board ſet out, and every 
Thing prepared [ zad my Sapper brought me to 
the Fire-tide, where the Lady had made me int 

both the and the Gentleman had often their Eyes fixed 
on me, and in ſpite of my inward Diquicts, on the ac- 
count of Melicourt, and my Con fuſion at fo ſudden a 
Change of Fortune, I felt à ſecret ſomething within me 
which emboldned me to look on them in my Iurn—— 
the Lady, cryed out ſeveral Times, this Girl wont ap- 
pear aukward when ſhe comes to bedreſt————the 
Gentleman ſeemed entirely of her Opinion he 
made me turn about examined my Shape, my 
Hands and Arms, and was for ſeeing. the Mark upon my 
Breaſt ; but my Modeſty would not ſuffer that, till the 
Lady told me I might permit this Perſon the Satisfaction 
of his Curioſity, tho* I could not be too reſerved to all 
others of that Sex. 

He had no ſooner beheld this Mark than he appeared 
highly fatisfy'd, and embraced me with an extraordinary 
Tenderneſs, but I was in ſuch a Conſternation at all 
theſe Things, that I could not eat ; they preſſed me very 
much however, and when they thought I had ſupp'd, a 
Chamber-maid, who they called Madamoiſelle Bretigny, 
was ordered to put me to Bed in a Chamber before pre- 
pared for me, and which was ſeparated from the Room 
== were in only by a Wainſcot Partition and Glaſs 

oor. 

This Woman undreſt me from Head to Foot, and 
while ſhe was doing fo gave me a thouſand Carreſſes, 
then having put me to Bed, drew the Curtains round me 
and retired, wiſhing me a good Repoſe. 

The Occurrences of this Day were too particular and 
ſurprizing to me, for me to have any Sleep in my Eyes 
there were ſome Things in the Behaviour of 
this Gentleman and Lady to me, that ſcemed to render 
Probable what the Gardener's Daughter had ſaid to me, 
and others again that utterly deſtroyed it. My 
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Curioſity to be ſatisfied in this Point was fo great, that 
I reſolved to negle& no Opportunity of coming at the 
Truth: Accordingly I got ſoftly out of Bed and crept to 
the Glaſs Door, and lifting up the Corner of a little 
Taffety Curtain that hung before it on the Inſide, I could 
ſee all over the Room, the Lady and Gentleman were 
ſtill fitting at the Table, and Madamoiſelle Bretigny, 
wholI perceived was the Conkdent in all this Myſtery, 
had taken my Place by the Fire- ſide; they were earneſt 
in Diſcourſe, but ſpoke ſo low, that I could not under. 
ſand one Word they faid for a good While, and I was 
about to return to Bed hopeleſs of ſucceeding in my At. 
tempt, when contrary to my Expectation the Lady raiſed 
her Voice, and ſpoke with great Emetion in this 
Manner. : 

VWaat Hazard do we run, cryed ſhe, what Prejudice 


can it be to either of our Reputations for People to be 


told the Trutk———every Body knows you had the 
Misfortune to kill Monheur the Count de D in 
a Duel, that you were baniſh'd for it, and when it 
comes to be revealed, that inſtead of being in the Iſland 
where it was given out you had retired, you lay con- 
cealed near ycur own Houſe, none can impute it to you 
as a Crime-——the having concealed my Pregnancy, 
and the Birth of this Girl, will then be known to be only 
to favour your ſuppoſed Ablence————— and ſince that 
unhappy Afﬀeir is now at an End, let us no longer keep 
the pour Chiid in Ignorance of her Birth. | 
Ble mc, crycd my Father, for I could now no longer 
doub: if it was he, how much do you ſuffer your Tender- 
neſs for your Child to overpower your Judgment, and 
ſtrfle a'l other Contiderations! — Can you be fo forget. 
fu! or bid to the Vexations ſuch a Diſcovery would 
bring upon us al! is not your eldeſt Daughter, 
married to one of the moſt ſelf-intereſted Men on Earth 
what will he ſay when you tell him this Adven- 
ture, and the Birth of Mzinctta ? Will be not 
look on it as a Fiction; and on her, as a ſuppoſitious 
Child, only brought in to rob him of his Expectatiom, 
and be a joint Heireſs with his Wife ?——He'll certainly 
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proſecute you, and not only ſo; but the Court will be 
appriz'd of my Diſobedience to the Royal Mandate 
you know very well that the Family of the Count De 
D was prevail'd upon to ſtop Proceedings againſt 
me on Condition, that I departed the Kingdom; the 
contrary of which muſt be prov'd, if you prove Minetta 
your Child and lawfully begotten, ſo of Conſequence L 
ſhall be zendred liable to a freſh Indictment. The 
repealing my Sentence of Baniſhment, which has been 
ſo difficult to procure, will be invalid when once it comes 
to be known, that I have not fulfill'd the Conditions im- 
pos'd on me, by the Order of the King. Reflect 
therefore, my Dear, continu'd he, that in owning Mznetta 
for your Daughter, you run the Riſque of your Huſ- 
band, and, perhaps, too without any Advantage to the 
Girl ; for your Son-in-Law would without doubt oppoſe 
all you can do in this Affair. Theſe are my Rea- 
ſons, added he, if you have any better to offer, let me 
know them, and 1 ſhall be convinced. 

Then, ſaid my Mother, this poor Child, who is your 
lawful Daughter, mult be depriv'd for ever of what 
is her Right, and paſs her whole Life in Ignorance of 
her Birth, and real Parents. ; 

I acknowledge, reply'd my Father, that her Caſe is 
extremely hard; but as ſhe knows it not will feel nothing 
of the Diſquiet, which otherwiſe would naturally attend 
being cut off from what ſhe was born to, and, indeed, 
ſeems to merit. But Times, perhaps, may change, 
and ſome Accident happen in her Favour, to render the 
Diſcovery you deſire both ſafe for me, and prudent for 
yourlſeif ; but at preſent there is no Poſſibility of recon- 
ciling all theſe things. 

I am very much miſtaken, interrupted Mladamolſelle 
Bretizny, who having never been a Mother, knew not 
a Mother's 'Cenderneſs, if there is not a way to ſolve theſe 
Difficulties, and make you a'l equally eaty Made- 
moiſelle Minetta is young he knows not of how 
great a Deſcent ſhe is, or if the did, could make no Ob. 
ection to this Propoſal: It is, continu'd ſhe, to put her 
mmediately into a Convent, and when ker time of Pro- 
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bation is expir'd, make her take the Veil after 
which you may if you pleaſe acquaint her with her 
Birth, and give and receive thoſe Proofs of Tenderneſs 
which the near Relation between you demand: Xlon- 
tteur your Son-in-Law can then take no Offence, and 
the young Lady have no Cauſe of Complaint. 

This Advice of yours Bretizny, reply'd my Mother, 
feems founded equally on Reaton and Good-nature 
we muſt conſider on it my Father, ſaid nothing; 
but teſtified by his Looks that it was not diſagreeable to 
him, they talk'd ſome time longer on this Head; but 
having acquainted you with the material Pait of their 
Diſcourſe, twould be needleſs to trouble you with Re- 

itions. 

Early the next Morning. Mademoiſelle B ctiguy came 
to call me up: She try d upon me leveral Suits of Cloaths 
which had been my Siſter's, and dreſſing me in that which 
the found fitted me beſt, I found nothing wanting about 
me becoming a Girl of Condition, 

As ſoon | was ready ſhe conducted me into my Mo- 
ther's Chamber, who being in Bed call'd me to fit down 
by her. Minetta, ſaid ſhe, liſten with Attention to 
what I am going to ſay to you your Mother 
was formerly my Servant, I have always had a great 
regard for her, and promis'd to take care of one of her 
Daughter's; as your Countenance pleas'd me belt, I 
made Choice of you, and deſign to put you into a Mo- 
naſtery for Education you are of an Age to be 
ſenſible of the Gratitude you owe me, and I expect you 
will ſhew it, by punctually obſerving the Directions I 
ſhall give you. If they know you are born a Peaſant, 
they would not ſhew you that due Regard I would wiſ 
you ſhould be treated with; and if in Proceſs of time, 
you ſhould have an Inclination to devote yourſelf wholly 
to Heaven, and abandon the World, you would not be 
permitted to take Orders on Account of your mean Birth ; 
therefore ] am determined from this Moment to make 
you paſs for a Neice of mine juſt come from Proaence: 
J have order'd Bretigm to inſtruct you farther on this 
Affair, and allo to carry you to M--this Day, where uy 
. thing 
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thing proper for a Perſon ſo nearly allied to-me, as I 
would have you believ'd to be, ſhall be bought for you 
then you ſhall return to me, and tarry till your Ruſticity is 
entirely worn off, to the End you may not diſgrace the 
Name you are to bear when you go to the Convent. 
While my Mother was thus ſpeaking, I look'd ear- 
neſtly upon her I felt within myſelf a Love for 
her, and a Propenſity to obey her, more than ever I had 
known for her who had brought me up, and whom till 
now, I imagin'd demanded all the Duty I could pay. 
How ſtrong is Nature, and how weak is Policy 
when in Competition with it,—I burſt out into Tears 
of Affection, my Mother with Difficulty reſtrain'd hers 
from falling; ſhe gave me the moſt ſtrenuous Embraces ; 
I know not as we were alone, but all might have been 
explain'd, had not Bretigny, who had left the Room to 
give ſome neceſſary Directions, re- enter'd it and 
found us in this tender Situation. Ah! Madam ! 
cry'd ſhe, with a very expreſſive Look, what are you 
doing there wants here only the Preſence of my 
Lord. Take her away Bretigny, cry'd my Mother, wi- 
ping her Eyes, I can hold no longer ———theſe Words 
made my Tears flow faſter; but I began to prove myſelf 
a Daughter by my Obedience, and Bretigny led me 
down Stairs, where the Chariot being ready, we went 
directly into it. = | 
All this Woman could fav, had not the power of get- 
ting one Word in anſwer from me, neither could J be 
prevail'd on, to eat when we were got into the Cabera, 
ſo great were the Agitations of my Mind! the ſame 
Night we reach'd M-——and the firſt thing ſhe did, 
was to ſend for ſeveral Tradeſmen to beſpeak — 
thing for me, proper for my Condition, which they pro- 


mis'd ſhould be all got ready in two Days. 

The next Day, having a great deal of Buſineſs in the 
City ſhe went out, and ſhut me into my Chamber, tak - 
ing the Key with her. I fat down at the Window 
meditating on all thg things which in ſo ſhort a Time 
had befallen me; licourt was ſtill uppermoſt in my 


Thoughts, I call'd to remembrance all the tender Paſſa- 
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ges of our Love from the beginning of our Acquaintance to 
the time of his Departure; and was half loſt in Thought, 
when all on a ſudden I cait my Eyes on a young Gen- 
tleman going through the Street, cn the other tide of the 
way I imagin'd I knew his Air, and putting my 
Head out of the Caſement, found it was Melicourt him- 
ſelf the Tranſport I was in at ſeeing him, made 
me clap my Hands together, and ſend forth a Cry —— 
on which he lifted up his Eyes, and in ſpite of the Al. 
teration was in me by the Change of Dreſs, immediate- 
Iy knew me! O] Heaven! cry'd he, 'tis Minetta, he 
ſpoke no more, but flew into the Houſe, and in an In- 
ſtant was at my Chamber-door, Minetta, Minetta, 
{aid he, endeavouring to open the Door; will you not ad- 
mit your ever faithful Melicourt; What a Bleſ- 
ſing is it to find you here have you taken this 

ourney to ſeek me how happens it you are no 
onger a Shepherdeſls ? Open the Door, if it be 
true you love me, diſtract me not with this Delay 
all this was ſaid in a manner at once, at leaſt fo faſt, 


that I had not time to make any Anſwer ; but was all 


the while fumbling with the Lock on the Inſide, as he 
was on the Outſide at laſt finding all my Efforts, 
as well as his were vain, I told him that I had a thou- 
ſand things to ſay to him-———a thouſand to re- 
veal; but could not do it thus ſhut in, becauſe we might 
be overheard by ſpeaking through the Door. But, 
he preſs d to know whereſore I was thus made a Priſoner ; 
but as I could not ſatisfy his Curioſity, without entring 
into a Detail of the whole Affair, I adviſed him to ſtay 
in the Houſe, wlach as it was an Inn he might do with- 
out Suſpicion, and told him that when Bretigny return'd, 
I would find an Opportunity to get looſe and talk to 
him: On this he retit'd, and aflur'd me that in ſpite of 
his Studies to which he was ſtill unhappily confin'd, he 
would not go out of the Houle till he had entertain'd me 
with his Vows of Conſtanc) ue agreed upon a 
Signal, and he went down and order'd a Breakfaſt be- 
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A Moment longer and Mademoiſelle Bretigmy had 
{urpriz'd us in this Poſition: The Pleaſure which the 
knowledge of ſeeing my Lover had inſpir'd me with, 
ſpread itlelf over my Face, and made me look quite dif- 
ferent, from what I was when ſhe left me. She eaſily 
perceiv'd the Alteration, and taking me in her Arms, 
cry'd, now I love to ſee you you look a thou- 
ſand times handſomer than you did Yeſterday. 
There is a ſweet Serenity in your Countenance, that 
makes me hope you are not diflatisfied with the Favours 
Madam De — heaps upon you. I anſwer'd to this 
Diſcourſe in a Faſhion that pleas'd her very well, and 
our Converſation afterwards was of the ſame Piece; for 
when the Heart is ſatisfied, it influences all the Facul- 
tles. | 
The chearful Temper J was in, contributed very 
much to my Deſigns, tho? I did not put it on with that 
View; for ſeeming perfectly contented, and ſauntring 
about, as if I did not know what to do with myſelf, ſhe 
had no longer any Guard upon me, and being charg'd 
with many Commiſſions, beſides thoſe relating to me, 
ſhe went out again, without locking me up as ſhe had 
done before. She was no ſooner gone, than I gave 
the appointed Signal to Melicaurt, who immediately ap- 
pear'd at the Bottom of the Staircaſe, I pointed with 
my Finger to a Room, the Door of which was open, 
he went into it, and I immediately ran down and join'd 
fm, 

doubt, dear Feanetta, continu'd the charming Nun, 
fing her Eyes upon me, that I ſhall give you an ill 
Opinion of my Prudence in this Affair, and that the 
Steps I then took, will ſeem too inconſiſtent with that 
Itrit Reſerve our Sex ought to obſerve ; but my Youth 
and want of Education, 1 hope will in part excuſe me. 
: I thought there could be no harm in this Meet- 
ing ; nor, indeed, was there as it happen'd, with one as 
little experienc'd in the Artifices of his Sex, as I in mine. 
Is ſoon as he ſaw me, he threw himſelf at my 
feet neither of us were able to ſpeak for ſome Mo- 
ments. Joy and Aſtoniſtunent depriv'd us mutual- 
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ly of Words; but when we did it was in the moſt ſoſt 
n Account of all that had 
happen'd to me, my Birth, the ſecret Reaſons 
that induced my Parents to act as they did no- 
thing was forgot I lov'd too well to conceal any 
thing from my dear Shepherd, for by that Title he af. 
feed to call himſelf, in Complaiſance to me, in our 
firit Days of Courtſhip. 
The Change of your Fortune, my lovely Afixetia, 
anſwer'd he, augments not the Eſteem I had for you, 
when I believ'd you no more than the Daughter of a 
poor Gardener ; but it rather mortifes me, in 
taking from me the Means of giving you the moſt ſub. 
ſtantial Proof in the power of Man to do, of my diſin. 
tere ſted Affection—it was ſweet to me to think, I ſhould 
one Day make my Shepherdeſs's Fortune, and ſhew the 
charming Maid, I lov'd her for her own ſake alone—and 
can I, may I now depend that after the Knowledge of 
your Birth, you will continue to love your Shepherd! 
I aflur'd him of my everlaſting Tenderneſs in 
the beſt manner I was able, and the Paſhon that dictated 
my Words is ſeldom without Eloquence. 
I had not yet told him the Deſign my Parents had of 
ſecluding me for Life ; but when at laſt the fatal Secret 
came out, never did Deſpair arrive at a higher Pitch 
he rav'd, tore his Hair, and curs'd his Deſtiny, which 
by not making him Maſter of himſelf, permitted him 
not the power of breaking all the Meaſures concerted on 
this Score. And will you conſent to it, cry'd he: 
will you reſolve to be torn for ever from me? 
Are you willing to hazard nothing for a Man 
who adores you to Diſtraction; who cannot live without 
you, and who vows to be no more, when he no more 
can hope to be happy in your Society ? 
Alas! reply'd J, what can I do? young, unexperi- 
enced, friendleſs, oblig'd to a blind Obedience, and de- 
pendant even for the Bread I eat——— my Tears and 
Griefs are all I can oppoſe, and what will thoſe avail? 
We were in this melancholly Converſation, when I heard 
Mademoiſelle Bretigny's Voice; J had therefore only 
| ti me 
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time to preſs his Hand, and ran up Stairs. She ſaw I 
had been weeping and began to chide, telling me I 
ſhould be left no more alone; but come, continu'd ſhe, 
let me hear how you can read, I'II give you a Book will 
help to paſs the time agreeably, with theſe Words, ſhe 
put the Lives of the Saints into my Hand, and I open- 
ing it happen'd on that Part, where Sz. Agnes pour'd forth 
her devout Soul, I read it aloud to her; but as where 
the Heart is ſtrongly affected one is apt to apply every 
thing to our own Caſe the very Ejaculations of that 
Holy Maid, ſeem'd to me what I had reaſon to ſay on 
my unhappy Love. I hope, Heaven, will forgive 
% the Prophanation I was guilty of, I have ſeverely puriſh'd 
myſelf for it, ſince I came within theſe Walls, and it 
d was only Ignorance and Prepoſſeſſion made me Criminal. 


„ 


* The good Bretigny, however, interpreted the Concern I 
0 teſtified while reading, merely to my Piety, and ex- 
of preſs'd a great Satisfaction, in finding, as ſhe ſaid, that 
J 3 I had ſo true a Notion of Spiritual Things———after 


® this ſhe run into a long Exhortation, not to regard the 
ed Pleaſures, or rather the Follies of the World ; and gave 

ſuch extraygant Praiſes to a Monaſtick Life, that I ea- 
of lily perceiv'd, ſhe had Inſtructions to prepare me as 


ret much as poſſible to approve it. | 

2 When ſhe had ended her Sermon we went to Supper 

XY and I waited for the Hour of going to Bed with Impa- * 

0 tience, that I might recollect all that Melicourt had ſaid 

0 to me: The more I thought on him, the more my Aver- : 

e! lon for a Cloy ſter encreas'd————1 repin'd that things 1 

od happen'd ſo averſe to all that could make me eaſy—had | 

lan U never been taken from my ſuppos'd Parents, ſaid I to |} 

ont myſelf, I might one Day have been happy—Melicourt had | 

ore made me fo———— or had not tuch croſs Accidents in- 
terven'd thoſe who really gave me Being, would not | 

ooh have made me wretched, by thruſting me as it were out 

de. of the World, and burying me while I am yet alive. 

and Strange that I ſhould ſuffer for Actions commit- 

ail! ted by my Father, before I had any Exiſtence yet 

ard luch is my deplorable and cruel Lot. The Sum of all this | 


nly Reaſoning, was that I ardently wiſh'd to be the Wife of 
me Melicourt; 
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Melicourt ; and to be depriv'd for ever of that Hope, was 
what made a monaſtic Life fo terrible to me. I tree!» 
confeſs my Frailty in this Particular, my dear Jeanette, 
nor, indeed, ought a Perion of our Profeſſion to diſguiſe 
any thing. 

The next Day my Cloaths were brought, and J found 
myſelf {o different from what I was, that 1 ſeem'd ano- 
ther Creature ; I will not tell you but the Looking. 
Glaſs in ſome Meaſure alleviated the Griefs which had 
the Night before tormented me ; Youth and Vanity made 
me take Pleaſure in contemplating an agreeable Object, 
ſuch as I then appear'd in my own Eyes; and the Va 
riety of Habits, of Ribbons, of Artificial Flowers, cf 
Feathers, and other gay Triftes, for which our Country 
is ſo famous for inventing gave me an Amuſement, 
which for a time render'd Me/:court and my own Circum- 
ſtances leſs remember'd. Nor till I came into the Chariot, 
and was leaving M-—, did the not ſeeing him before 
my Departure, gave me thoſe Agonies which might have 
been expected from the Love I really had for him; but 
when I had turn'd my Back upon that City, and re- 
member'd I had left him there, without knowing when, 
or Whether ever I ſhould ſee him more, my "Tenderne/s 
reſum'd its former Empire o'er my Mind; and J ſhould 
not have fortorn teſtifying my Anxiety by ſome Ex- 
travagance or other, had I not found ſome Relief from 
that Pride, which the Knowledge I was not inferior to 
him now inſpir'd- were his Love for me equal to 
bis Profeſſions, ſaid I to my ſelf, he might have contriy'd 
ſome Means of ſeeing me if no Opportunity could 
have been found for ſpeaking to me, he might at leaſt 
have ſhewed himſelf to me in the Yard of the Cabera ; 
he might eaſily have ſtood unheeded by all but me, 
and bid me Farewel with his Eyes at leaſt. I now 
was piqued [ reſented as I thought became my Fa- 
ther s Daughter the Slight he put upon me and 


condemn'd myſelf for having behay'd to him with ſo 


little Reſerve. | 
Theſe Reflections accompanied me for about three or 


four Miles of our Journey, and had, perhaps, continued 


| longer, 
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longer, if Mademoiſelle Bretigay had not rouz'd me 
from them, by making me take Notice of a Pilgrim, 
who walk'd by the fide of the Chaiſe. Look, Ma- 
demoiſelle Minetta, ſaid ſhe to me, on that poor 
young Manis it not pity to tee him travel thus 
bare-toot through this miry Way ? His Face has 
ſomewhat in it infinitely agreeable, and who knows but 
his Soul may be yet more worthy Regard how 
ſevere is Fortune how unjuſt——can there be a 
greater Proof of it than for a Perſon of his Age ard 
graceful Appearance to undergo ſuch Hardſhips 3 while 
others, who perhaps have not half his Merit, indulge 
in all the Exceſſes of Eaſe and Plenty. This Diſcourſe 
made me turn my Eyes on him, that had occafion'd it; 
but how great was my Surprize, when her Words mak- 
ing me conſider him attentively, I found it was no other 
than the faithful Melicourt, that Lover whom my Suſ- 
picions even had wrong'd at the very time he was giving 
me ſo painful a Proof of his Affection. 

It was happy for me, that Bretigny, through an extra- 
ordinary liking ſhe took to this young Man, had that 
Moment put her Head out of the Chariot to invite him 
to eaſe his Feet by getting up behind it; ſhe could not 
ele have avoided ſeeing the Change of my Countenance: 
My Eyes met thoſe of Melicourt, I bluſh'd and caſt them 
cown ; but my Heart rejoiced in ſecret, and tho' I pi- 
ted his Fatigue, was highly delighted to behold with 


what Satisfaction in his Countenance he ſeem'd to bear 
it 


The Civility with which Mademoiſelle Bretigny treated 
him, encourag'd him to enter into Converſation with 
her, he told her he was returning from a Pilgrimage, 
end that he was more than two hundred Leagues from 
Home ſhe made the Sign of the Croſs, and, 
aid he ought to take ſome Repoſe before he continu'd 
o proſecute ſo long a Journey. Meliccurt perceiv'd he 
Was very much in the good Graces of this Woman, and 
having learn'd from our Poſtilion with whom he had been 
alking, that ſhe rul'd every thing in the Family where 
| was, thought he could not any way ſo well — 
Wer 
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ward his Deſigns, as by getting her into his TIntereſ 
to heighten her good Opinion, therefore of 
him, he told her abundance of extraordinary Stories ; 
ſome of which, perhaps, he had heard, and others that 
he invented to amuſe and pleaſe her his Plot ſo 
far ſucceeded ; for ſhe appear'd pertet|y enchanted with 
him he entertain'd her in this manner, till we came 
to the Place where we were to dine — ſhe made him ſit 
down at Table with us, telling me | mu. never Lehave with 
any Hauglitineſs to the Poor, eſpecially, if they were 
Religious; and that we were oblig'd to do all we could 
to aſſiit them at ail times; but more particularly on the 
Road he need not have made half t:.ovie Apoio- 
gies if the had known all; but I agreed to what ſhe ſaid 
with a Cheartulneſs, which gave her a high Opinion of 
my Piety and Humility. 

If ever you experienc'd the Force of Love, purſued 
the ſweet Saint Ares, tis ealy for you to imagine the 
Pleaſure, I felt in the Enjoyment of his Company who 
was ſo dear to me, and had given me ſuch undeniable 
Marks of his Conftancy and Tendernels, [ will 
own to you that I was all Rapture————that every 
Care was lull'd to reſt, and I gave my whole Saul to 
Love and ſoy as for his Part, the moſt experi- 
enced Lover never behav'd with greater Caution and Ad- 
dreſs the Satisfaction he took in being fo. near 
me, he ſo well diſguis'd under a ſhew of Gratitude to 
Mademoiſelle Bretigny, for the Favours ſhe did him; 
that but for the Fears of being too particular, I believe 
ſhe would have incommoded herſelf, to have given him 
2 Place with us in the Charict. 

While ſhe went down to defray the Expence of our 
eating, my lovely Pilgrim took the Opportunity to ex- 
preſs himſelf to me in the moſt paſſionate manner 
he threw himſelf at my Feet, he kiſs'd my Hands 
he vow'd eternal Conſtancy——— loſt in the pleaſing 
Dream, I return'd his Tranſports ; but the cruel Re- 
membrance of the Fate to which I was decreed, made 
me at laſt interrupt this delightful Courſe. —Ah! 


Bleliceurt, what does all our mutual Tenderneſs wm 
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{aid I, we muſt part, and ſince it muſt be ſo, why ſhould 
we by any Proofs, how truly dear we are to each other, 
render an eternal Separation more grievous to be borne ? 
—it is not better we ſhould now take the final Farewel ? 
ow, Minetta, ciyed he haſtily, can you reſolve 
my Death ? Do. you not know that my Life is attached 
to the Joy of ſecing you———Alas ! you know not what 
it is to love like me, or you would neither be able ta 
give, nor take ſuch Advice. 

Troubled as I was to ſee him in this Situation, my 
Reaſon came to my Aſſiſtance, dry up your Tears, ſaid 
[, endeavouring to reſtrain my own "Tis but too 
true, I love you, and with a Paſſion which never can be 
out-done, but as we cannot hope, lince there remains 
no Proſpect of ever being united, what can this Love 
produce but Miſery and Deſpair! Too ready are you,. 
reſumed he, to plunge me into it———who knows what 
unexpected Turns may arrive to render us more fortunate 
many Things are in the Seeds of Time, impoſſible 
for us to forſee, and if we continue to Love and to ſee 
each other, who knows but ſomething may fall out to 
make us happy, no leſs ſtrange than the Circumſtances, 
which now make us miſerable. 

How eaſily are we flattered into a Belief of what we 
ardently wiſh I thought there avas. Reaſon in 
whit my Lover urged, and conſented he ſhould take all 
Meaſures, conſiſtent with Prudence, for our continuing a 
Converſation with each other ; one of the moſt feaſible 
was his endeavouring to improve the good Opinion Ma- 
damoiſelle Bretigny had of him; we therefore agreed he 
ſhould ſeem entirely devoted to her, and as he was deter- 
mined to remain near the Place to which we were going, 
under the pretence of viſiting her, we might frequently 
meet without Suſpicion. 

The Return of this Woman put an End to our Diſ- 
courſe, and ſhe having order'd the Poſtilion to make an 
ealy Seat, for the Pilgrim behind the Chariot, we all took 
our Places, nor ſtopped any more till we came to a Caſtle 
much finer than the other, to which I was firſt carried— 
this, as I afterward heard, was the Place where my 

Father 


* 
j 
* 2. 
N 
7 
i 
** 
ef 
5 
I * 
* 
I 


164 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


Father uſually dwelt, the other being one, where he had 
been only conceal'd during the Time of his Baniſhment; 
my Mother received me with a great deal of Teuderne', 
and according to her Commands, and the Inſtructions 
Bretigny had given me, I paſs'd for her Neice, tho' w.th 
an Infinity of Conſtraint'; nothing I think being more dif. 
ficult or uneaſy than to pretend to be what one really 
15 Not. : 

No Age, no Degree, no Humour is exempt from the 
Power of Love !——— Madamoiſelle Bretigny was a Proof 
of it he was not leſs than five and fifty Years 
od he had ſaved Money in the Service of my 
Mother and Grand-mother and the Infidelity of 
ſeveral Lovers in her Youth, had made her for a long 
Time reſolved never to think of Marriage ; ſhe could 
Lot however refit the Charms of Me/icourt, ail the Ten- 
derne's of fifteen return'd he ſigh'd he 
languiſh'd the wiſh'd nothing ſo much as to in- 
ſpire him with the ſame Deſires, and had {till Vanity 
enough to flatter herſelf wita the Hope of doing ſo 
her Thoughts were who!ly bent on making his Fortune— 
Gratitude in a generous Mind ſhe knew would be one 
great Step to com paſſing her Point; and having had a 
long Converſation with him after ſhe came out of the 
Chariot, and finding he was a Man qualified to look after 
the Affairs of a Family, ſhe promiſed to procure him the 
Stewardſhip of the Cattle ; but as there waz a Perſon in 
that Office, ſhe told him he muſt be content for a little 
Time to act under him, who by Reaſor of his great Age 
and Infi. mities could not hold it long Melicourt 
propoſed too much Satisfaction to himſelf, in being under 
the ſame Roof with me, not to accept joyfully this Offer, 
and as I find 'tis eaſy for Men to counterfeit Tendernels, 
whenever they find it agreeable to their Deſigns, he fo 
well acted the Part of a Lover, that fhe imagined herſelf 

fectly happy, and reſolved to make him ſo by giving 

im her Perſon and Fortune. | 

Three Weeks paſt over ſince my coming to the Caſtle, 
all which Time I was continually receiving Leſſons for 
my Behaviour, when I ſhould be ſent to the Mona 
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which was intended as ſoon as my Father, who was then 
at Fountainbleau ſhould return Melicoart had fre- 
quent Opportunities of talking to me, and we bewail'd 
together the Fate which threatened us with an eternal 
Separation ; it was in one of theſe tender Converſations, 
that he ſaid to me, dear Minetta, I adore you, I am 
certain you have not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt it 
you tell me I am not indifterent to you, and J ſhould be 
ungrateful to ſuſpect your 'I'ruth————our Births are 
equal, tho* yours is concealed, it is not the leſs certain, 
and as for mine it is an Impoſſbil.ty to impoſe on you 
No diſparity obiiruQts our Union Tis Caprice alone, 
that wouli make a Sacrifice of the moit tender Paſhon 
that ever was therefore, my Angel, continued he, 
rreſſing my Hands between his, reflect how unhappy 
you mult be, when once the fatal Vow is palt, that ren- 
ders it Sacriledge for you, even to think of meas a 
Lover; and how impoſſible it would be to avoid falling 
into Griefs inexcuſable, by the auſtre Superior, when 
you ſhould hear your adoring Melicaurt had been a Victim 
to the Deſpair you had occaſioned we have now in 
all probability, but a ſhort Time, that we can call our 
owt. Your Father will return, and then you will 
be torn For ever from me, all our Wiſhes, our Efforts 
will then be vain let us while it yet is in our 
rower, make ſure of our Felicity let us diſappoint 
the Views of theſe cruel Parents———and 

How is it poſlible, cryed I, interrupting him haſtily ? 
You would not fure harbour a Thought, that I would 
give you any Proofs of the Affection | have for you, but 
uch as are conſiſtent with my Virtue ? Far be it from 
me, anſwered he, your Honour is mine, and infinitely 
dealer to me than my Lite ; but if you would conſent to 
come into my Meaſures ; Fortune now puts it in our 
power to aveit the Malevelence of our Stars Oh 
let us not neglect it ! Xladamoiielle Bretiznry has for 
ome Days palt been prefiing me to marry her 
| have till now evaded it by one Pretence or other; but 
this Morning it came into my Head, that by ſeeming tg 
ten ent, I ſhould have the ſure Means of being uniteꝗ 
10 8 What 
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What mean you, faid I eagerly, will your promiſing 
to be the Husband of Bretigiy, forward your Eſpou(a] 
with Minetta? either you talk in Riddles, or have ſome 
Deſign unworthy both of me, and of yourſelf. 

I own it has the Appearance of a Myſtery, replied he, 
but 1 have now no Time tor Explanation I hear 
ſomebody coming will give you a full Account the 
next Time we are alone Adieu if you love me 
with the Sincerity you profeſs, I {till flatter myſelf we 
ſhall ſurmount all Obſtacles. 

It was my Mother who gave us this Interruption, and 
finding me alone, began to entertain me on the uſual 
Topick, the Happineſs of a Life ſecluded from the Cares 
of the World; but tho' I found ſhe endeavoured to re. 
frain as much as poſſible all Tokens of a maternal Love, 
yet it would frequently burſt out in ſpite of her 
She told me, that my Father was expected that Evening, 
and that his Arrival would fix the Day of my Departure 
it was in vain, that I teſtified by Tears my 
Repugnance, ſhe reminded me that J was not at my own 
Diſpoſal, aad that it was impoſib.e to bring my Circum- 
ſtances to what I wiſhed, I ought to bring myſelf to a 
Conformity with my Circumſtances. 

At Night, indeed my Father returned from Fnntels 
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Bleau, and when I was going to Bed, Madamoiſelle 

Bretigny acquainted me that the enſuing Week, I was to 

be carried to the Convent : This News was terrible to 

me, tho' no more than I expected, aud as drowning 

Men are ready to catch hold of every Twig, in hopes 

of ſaving themſelves, ſo tho' I had built no great Ex: 
pectation on what Melicourt ſeemed to have in his Head, \ 
yet I longed to know it with the utmoſt Impatience. [ 
I had no Opportunity of talking to him the next I © 
Day, nor was the ſecond more favourable ; but on the lp 
Third, meeting me in the Garden, he found means to 
flip a Note into my Hand, which as ſoon as I was alone, x 
I opened haſtily, - and read in it theſe Lines. » 
ſit 


Charmtt 


Rex 
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Charmer of my Soul, 


F you would preſerve yourſelf and me, from the moſt 
terrible Misfortune, that can poſſibly befal two 
faithful Hearts, be at the Cloſet Window, that looks into 
the Garden this Night after all the Family are in Bed 
have much to fay—————and much to hope, if you 
comply with this Requeſt——without it I am loſt for 
ere. 


Yours while I have Life. 


There was neither Direction, nor Name to this Billet, 
which I confidered as a Mark of his Diſcretion, in Caſe 
by any Accident it ſnould have fallen into other Hands, 
than my own. I doubted not but this Aſſignation was to 
acquaint me with what my Mother's approach hinder'd 
him before from telling me, and was as punctual as he 
could deſire. When 1 opened my Window, I found 
him ſtanding under it; but how great was my Diſap- 
pointment, when he cryed I have only Time to ſay the 
Paſſion Bretigny has for me at once, both forwards and 
prevents my Deſigns She is coming into the 
Garden, I had no Way to get rid of her, but ſhe goes 
out in the Morning on Buſineſs, which I am ſure ſhe 
will not neglect be therefore in the jeſſamin Walk 
behind the Grove, as ſoon as you find ſhe has left the 
iouſe - good Night———may pleaſing Dreams 
attend my Charmer. 

With theſe Words he withdrew, and I ſhut the 
Window, and went to Bed, not a little vixed at this 
Delay—————after a ſleepleſs Night, one of my Mo- 
ther's Women came to tell me, her Ladyſhip would 
ſpeak with me, on which I went directly to her Apart- 
ment She was fitting at her Toylet in a penſive 
Polture, leaning her Head upon her Hand, and before 
ſhe ſpoke, her Eyes informed me, the Buſineſs ſhe had to 
Impart. She call'd me to her, and having made me 
it down on a little Stool, began in this Manner. 
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You know very well, Minetta, ſaid ſhe, who you are, 
and the abject Manner in which you mult have ſpent 
your Days, had I not taken a Fancy to you, and com. 
miſerated your Condition I dare anſwer, that 
when you kept Sheep, and were expoied to Wind and 
Rain, to ſcorching Heats, 2nd freezing Colds, and all 
other Inclemencies of different Seaſons,you have a thouſand 
Times lamented your hard Lot, and wiſhed to be any 
Thing, but what you were—'T1s I who have taken ycu 
from this Miſery—received you into my Houſe—cloathed 
you, and to make you reſpected, pretended you were 
even of my own Blood I do not mention the 
Favours I have done you by way of Reproach, I be- 
lieve you deſerve I ſhould do yet more for you, but I would 
have you love me, and be aſſured that whatever I ſhall 
command on your Account is intirely for your Good 
in fine, Minetra, I am now going to crown ail I have done 
for you, and compleat your Happineſs, by fixing you 
in a Convent | expect you will think yourſelf more 
obliged to this laſt Teſtimony of the Kindneſs I have for 
you than to all the others believe me, Minetra, 
purſued ſhe, after a Pauſe, the World is full of nothing 
but Difquiett——— thoſe who ſeem moſt fortunate, 
have many Things in ſecret to bewail-——every tep we 
take, every Meaſure we concert, readers us liable to 
Diſappointments if you had more Experience, you 
would ſee the Truth of what I tell you, in a thouiand 
Inſtance: Marriage above all Things with Perſons 
of mean Birth and Fortune, entails a Train of Wretched- 
neſs, even tho* you were not to ful into bad Hand 
a Cloyſter is a ſecure Aſylum from Woes of every Kind, 
and when you have once brought yourſelf to be ſatisßed 
with it, you will look down with Pity on the fleeting 
Pleaſures, the vain Hopes, and the eternal Hurries ct 
People who continue their Attachment to the World 
if a Grate looks frightfu! at the firſt, Cultom will make 
It agreeable one cannot but in ſuch a Retreat ever 
come to a true Knowledge of one feif, and without that 


can be no perfect Happineſs, either here or hereaſter. 
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Scme indeed there are, who are compelled to take the 
Veil, and others, who out of a preſent Pique to the 
World, threw themſelves ſuddenly into a Convent, ſtill 
carrying about them the Reſtleſſneſs they in vain go there 
to avoid theſe indeed cannot live eaſy, becauſe under 
an Engagement they repent, would fain break through, 
but never can you, my dear Minetta, will have 
nothing to regret—the Innocence and Simplicity of 
your Youth and Inclinations leaves your Heart at liberty 
to entertain thoſe pure Ideas which befit the facred Order 
you will be able to taſte all the Charms of it, x 
will often vitit you to partake and envy your Happt- 
neſs. 

As ſhe ſpoke theſe laſt Words, I could perceive the 
Tears came into her Eyes, but ſhe. turned her Head 
way to conccal her Diſorder as much as poſſible 


* Ah, Madam, cry'd I, quite tranſported at this Effect of 
der Tenderneſs, what has your unhappy Child done, 
ow that you ſhould refolve to Sacrifice her ? Theſe Words 
or Wl cczped me in ſpite of myſelf. and ſhe looked on 
& 


me with ſo much Kindneſs, that I believe had I taken 
te Adyantage cf that favourable Minute, Nature would 
have got the better of the Law, ſhe had 1mpoſed on her- 
(cf, not to truſt me with the Secret of my Birth 
durſt not however preſume to go any farther, and only 
tarew myſelf at her Feet, and while I kiſs'd her Hands 
00ked up in her Face with Eyes ſtreaming with Tears. 
In this Poſture, I remained ſome Time, the Agitation 
both our Minds, neither permitting her to raiſe me, 
nor me to remove; at length, riſe, Minetta, ſaid ſhe, 
embracing me, you are indeed my Child I have 
na manner adopted you as ſuch and J love you 
vith perhaps more Affection than the Perſon to whom 
you have all along paid the Duty of a Child when 
du ate a Nun you will know that I am a Mother to 
You 
The Name of Nun ſtruck me to the Heat, and 
inding 2 ſhe perſiſted in the Reſolution of making me one, 
| filed the late Emotions of filial Tenderneſs, and ena- 


a led me to act with Caution, and as the more I ſeemed 
dome I. 1 averie 
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You know very well, Minetta, ſaid ſhe, who you are, 
and the abje&t Manner in which you muſt have ſpent 
your Days, had I not taken a Fancy to you, and com. 
miſerated your Condition I dare anſwer, that 
when you kept Sheep, and were expoied to Wind and 
Rain, to ſcorching Heats, 2nd freezing Colds, and all 
other Inclemencies of different Seaſons, you have a thouſand 
Times lamented your hard Lot, and wiſhed to be any 
Thing, but what you were—'T1s I who have taken ycu 
from this Miſery—received you into my Houſe—cloatked 
you, and to make you reſpected, pretended you were 
even of my own Blood do not mention the 
Favours I have done you by way of Reproach, I be- 
lieye you deſerve I ſhould do yet more for you, but I would 
have you love me, and be aſſured that whatever I ſhall 
command on your Account is intirely for your God 
in hne, Minetta, I am now going to crown ail I have done 
for you, and compleat your Happineſs, by fixing you 
in a Convent | expect you will think yourſelf more 
obliged to this laſt Teſtimony of the Kindneſs I have for 
you than to all the other: believe me, Mznetta, 
purſued the, after a Pauſe, the World is full of nothing 
but Difquiett——J thoſe who ſeem mott fortunate, 
have many Things in ſecret to bewail——every -tep we 
take, every Meaſure we concert, renders us liable to 
Diſappointments if you had more Experience, you 
would ſee the Truth of what I tell you, in a thouiand 
Inſtances Marriage above all Things with Perſons 
of mean Birth and Fortune, entails a Train of Wretched- 
neſs, even tho' you were not to ful into bad Hand 
a Cloyſter is a ſecure Aſy lum from Woes of every Kind, 
and when you have once brought yourſelf to be fatistied 
with it, you will look down with Pity on the fleeting 
Pleaſures, the vain Hopes, and the eternal Hurries ct 
People who continue their Attachment to the World — 
if a Grate looks frightfu! at the firſt, Cuſtom will make 
It agreeable————one cannot but in ſuch a Retreat ever 
come to a true Knowledge of one ſelf, and without that 
can be no perſect Happineſs, either here or hereaſter. 
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Scme indeed there are, who are compelled to take the 
Veil, and others, who out of a preſent Pique to the 
World, threw themſelves ſuddenly into a Convent, ſtill 
carrying about them the Reſtleſſneſs they in vain go there 
to avoid theſe indecd cannot live eaſy, becauſe under 
an Engagement they repent, would fain break through, 
but never can you, my dear Minetta, will have 
nothing to regret——the Innocence and Simplicity of 
your Youth and Inclinations leaves your Heart at liberty 
to entertain thoſe pure Ideas which befit the facred Order 
you will be able to taſte all the Charms of it, I 
will often vitit you to partake and envy your Happt- 
neſs. 

As ſhe ſpoke theſe laſt Words, I could perceive the 
Tears came into her Eyes, but ſhe turned her Head 
way to conceal her Diſorder as much as poſſible 
Ah, Madam, cry'd I, quite tranſported at this Effect of 
her Tenderneis, what has your unhappy Child done, 
ttat you ſhould refolve to Sacrifice her? Theſe Words 
elcaped me in ſpite of my ſell. and ſhe looked on 
7 me with ſo much Kindneſs, that I believe had I taken 
5 tre Advantage cf that favourable Minute, Nature would 
', hive got the better of the Law, ſhe had impoſed on her- 
(c.f, not to truſt me with the Secret of my Birth 


0 dart not however preſume to go any farther, and only 
F threw myſelf at her Feet, and while I kiſs'd her Hands 
looked up in her Face with Eyes ſtreaming with Tears. 
y ſn this Poſture, I remained ſome Time, the Agitation 
q 0! both our Minds, neither permitting her to raiſe me, 
n nor me to remove; at length, rife, Minetta, ſaid ſhe, 
4 embracing me, you are indeed my Child [ have 


na manner adopted you as ſuch and I love you 
ns with perhaps more Affection than the Perſon to whom 
vou have all along paid the Duty of a Child hen 
cu area Nun you will know that I am a Mother to 
Yon 
The Name of Nun ſtruck me to the Heat, and 
inding ſhe perſiſted in tie Reſolution of making me one, 
lied the late Emotions of filial Tenderneſs, and ena- 
bled me to act with Caution, and as the more I ſeemed 
. | 1 averic 
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averſe to enter into that State, the more Care would he 


taken to prevent any Xieaſures! might attempt to ſhield 
nyſelf from it, I teſtited no farther repugnance, but be- 
haved a te wards with {> much Serenity, that it was im- 
poſſible for her to fee what pats'd in my Heart, 

People coming in upon Buſineſs, I took that Op- 


42 
ertunity of retiring to my Chamber, and there poured 


r 
out the Anguiin of my Mind, in Tears and Lamenta- 
tions [ was in this torrowful Employment when 
I eſpied 1/:/7court alone in the Garden the Fa. 


miiy I knew were at that Time taken up with houteho!d 
Affairs, fo I dried my Eyes as well as I could, and went 
Gown to meet him. He no ſfoorer ſaw me at a Diflance, 
than he made haile towarcs me, with an Air of Gajety in 
h15 Wen enance, that I could not help reſenting, as ill 
befitting the Condition of a Lover, juſt going to lote his 
XI N s IOrever. 

I expreſied my Thoughts to him on this Head pretty 
tartly, and told him I ſhould leave the World with 'e:s 
Regret, ſince I found it would be no Affliction to bim 
— Ah! beautiful A.. fa, cryed he, interrupting 


me. with the moit t-nder and Pp: inonate L00K ; how 
ky 
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du under Engagenieuts widely diſtere. it from thoſe they 
. for you 1 *, my deareſt, pur: ued he, the 
ime is near at Hand to join us in Bonds indiitoluble but 
De ; 


c Bretinn; has ſent to a Prieſt, who is her 
near Relation, and lives about two Leagues hence, to 
come hither under the Pretence of vilting her; this 
koly Man is to periorm the Ceremony, as ſne LINAg1Nes, 
between me and herſelf; but i: E YOu, my Angel, mult 
ſupply her Place Gold will do any Thing 
I have been private:y to ſee him 253 have gained 


him to my Party, and inſtead of marrying me to— 
morrow To Bretiny, he will this N. olit make me the 
Huſband of Miuctta. 

As much as I loved 1/eliconrt, and how terrible ſoever 
a Cloviter appeared to me, wy is clandeſtine Marriage was 


WW hat 1 could O reliſh: . 1 oung and inexperienced as I 
Was, 
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was, the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Union glared me 
full in the Face He ſaw into my Thoughts, and 

2gan to reproach me for want of that Affection I pro: 
ſeffed; but I ſoon convinced him that it was rather 
owing to exceſs of what he Thought me deficient in, than 
the contrary, that I did not immedi; itely accept his Pro- 
poſal What can become of us, anſwered I, after 
ſuch a Marriage will your Parents admit of me 
for their Daughter, without any other Fortun ze, than the 
Difficulties mine may involve them in? Will not 
vour diſpoſing yourſe!f in this manner, ruin you with 
them ſhall we not beth: be expoſed to all the Miteries 
of Poverty, if once it is known what we have done, and if 
it be kept a Secret, what will it avail, I ſhall then, not- 
withſtanding my Engagements to you, be forced as now 
into a Monaltery f———So my dear 3le/:court, con- 
tinued I, I find nothing in this Stiatagem in the leaſt 
flattering to our Hopes. 

As my Argoments were unan{werable, by Reaſon he 
bh d nothing to alledge, but what Paſſion inſpired, which 
he did in 10 moving a Manner. that J conſeſs to you, 


my dear Fearctta, | was wholly overcome, and yielded 
d run at] 0g dok W1tn him. © 1 th! 'S 1 ve barted, and 1 
withdrew to reflect on the Promiie I had mice. 


At f:rit, I gare my:;e:t up wnolly to Love, and the 
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or elſe to retract the Promiſe I had made———a Nun- 
nery diſagreeable as it was to me, being vet leſs ſo, than 
to be ill treated by the Man I loved. 

With this View I went into the Garden, believing he 
might ſtill be there; but not finding him, I repaired 
to Madamoiſelle Bret:gry's Chamber, then to a Gallery 
where he frequently amuſed himſelf, either with looking 
on the Pictures, or with ſome Book or other, he being 
ſeldom without one in his Pocket—in fine I left no Place 
about the Houſe where there was the leaſt Probability of 
xeeing him, unſearched ; but all this without Succeſs 
I was uneaſy at miſiing him, tho' I knew not why, my 
Heart fluttered, and preſaged too truly ſome ill Accident 
at hand : wandered at length into a Meadow ad- 
jacent to the Road, which led towards the Village, 
aad no ſooner came in Sight of it, than I beheld the 
Nan, I had fo vainly ſought for, my dear Me/:court de- 
fending himſelf againſt four Men, who endeavoured to 
force him into a Chaiſe He ſtruggled but in vain 
their Strength overpowered him——-he ſaw me, 
and gave a great Cry I ſhriek'd and ſpread my 
Hands to Heaven ; but my Prayers like his Efforts were 
truitleſ- the Chaiſe drove on, and in a Moment 
he was out of + 1ght I continued my Lamentations 
till I had no longer Breath, and happy was it for me, 
taat no Perſons were within reach of the Clamour I made; 
at laſt aſhamed of What I had done, and confounced 
with what I had feen, I returned to the Caſtle, where 
the firſt Perſon I met was Pretigry, they were going to 
upper, and had been in Search of me: She had an Air 
of Gaiety in her Countenance, which immediately 
vanifl'd, on my telling her what had happened 
iy Ged! cryed ſhe, in a Sort of a diſtracted Voice, 
* hat can Le the ez ning cf this ? -W ho has any Powcr 
over him: — What has he done? — 0]! I am ruined ; 
1 will tell you the Reaſon another Time go and fit 
Gown to Table. whit run to the Village, to try it I 
can get any Infortigttan No, - continued ſhe, you 
are in Tears, poor gc0d-natured Creature, you ſhall m- 
ther go along with me, and VI acquaint you with tte 
Cau e of my Cyncein, for this Pilg:im, With 
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With theſe Words ſhe took me under the Arm, and 
we both went as faſt as we could towards the Cabara, 
before which the Scene had been ated. The People of 
the Houſe reſpecting Madamoiſelle Bretigry, as a Perſon 
who managed every thing in my Father's Family, rea- 
dily anſwered to all the Queſtions ſhe aſked. 

About four Days ſince, ſaid the Maſter of the Houſe, 
a Gentleman came to lodge here, he had three Men 
with him, who I thought at firſt had been his Attendants, 
and indeed I looked upon him as an Officer come hither 
to raiſe Recruits the firſt things he enquired 
after was, who was the Lord of tne Village ; how they 
lived at the Caſtle ; what Family there was of you ; and 
if any Strangers were with you at this Time ; you 
know, Madam, purſued he, it is my Buſineſs to oblige 
every body, ſo I gave him as full an Account as I coul?. 
He ſpared no Expence for himſelf nor thoſe with him ; 
but what ſurprized me very much was, that he eat with 
them, and inſtead of going in and out as Gentlemen 
uſually do to ſee about them, when they are in ſtrange 
Places, he never ſtirr'd out of his Chamber, nor did any 
belonging to him go out, but one at a Time; and when 
they returned, gave an Account of what they had becn 
doing only in a Whiſper ; if myſelf or any of my People 
happened to be in the Room. Inthis manner they went 
on till juſt now, without my troubling myſelf about it, 
as they paid me well for what they had. 8 

About an Hour ago, purſued he, him whom I took 
for the Maſter, came into my Kitchen, which be had 
never done before, and ſaid aloud to one of his People, go 
to that young Man you told me of, and let him know that 
a Perſon here would be glad to ſpeak one Word with him ; 
on this he went out, and immediately came back with 
Monfieur Brunet. : 

Brunet, continued the lovely Nun, was the Name my 
dear Melicourt aſſumed, and was diſtinguiſhed by at the 
Callle, but to go on the poor young Man, ſaid the 
Holt, little imagined what was prepared for him, while 
the Meſſenger was going for him, the Gentleman cali'd 
me to him, and aſked if I had any Intimacy with the 
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Perſon he had fent for? On which I anſwered, no 
J. Jon feur, I only know he has lately entered into the 
Service of the Lord of this Manor, and is very much 
eltcemed and beloved by all the Family; I believe a; 
much, replied he, but oy malt loſe him hone: 
fore let tue Chaiie and Hories be brought before the 
Door immediately ; for we ſhall take him aw 2 Alas, 
Mnſieur, cryed I, I hope he has been guilty of no 
eniminal Action? none but what will be ealily 
t TEiVEn, an: wered he, but to prevent your being alarmed 
I wilt let you into the Secret- He is the only Son 
of Monſteur De Counſellor of the Parliament ot 
Aſ——————:nd on ſome Project or other has quitted his 
Father's Houle, without leave, or indeed knowledge 
either cf him or any of his Friends nor could al! 
the ſearch we have been able to make prove ſucceſsful till 
Monſieur De R Lord of Bie ſaw him here by 
Accident, ani wrote a Letter to his Father; whole 
Valet de Chambre, I am, and ſent with full Authority 
to force him hence if he offers to oppole the Will of him 
who gave him Being. 

He had {carce ſpoke theſe Words, when the young 
Nian can NC in, bg prelently knew this Domeſtick, and 
turned pale as Death ; the other perceiving 1t, ſaid come, 
Morfieur, take Courage, no ill js intended to you, unless 
you thin k it inch to return to a Father, and a Mother | 
whom your itrange ablenting yourielt has brought almo!! 
to the Gates of Path. 1 know not whether this vi 
heard or rot ty the Perion to whom it was addreſſed, f 
he made no ner to it, but took him that ſpoke by 


the Collar, and throwing him down had infallibly made 
hi- Eſcape, it the othe rs. ſeeing what was done had no! 
1::z2d him He |trupgicd hard, and in ſpite of al! 


they could do got through the outer Court, and into the 
Road; but the Valet being by this Time recovertd, 
ined his Afſtiftants, and at laſt forced him into the 
Chaiſe Which was rcady waiting. 

Here the Tok concluded luis Narration, and poor 


Aue, 217) Was to confounded at what the heard, that ſhe 
leſt the Heule without fpeaking one W od ber 
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carried Wifi 
me, and which they know net the Motive of, made 
them. with Reaſon luppote I had no Inclination to a 
monaitic Life, which was too contrary to their intereſt, 
as they expected a Portion with me, for them not to 
make uſe of their utmoſt Efforts to change. . Liberty 
being a Thing deſired by every one, they ſuffered me 
to go into the Parlour, whenever I would, without any 
of the Siſterhood to accompany me, or liſten to the Diſ- 
courſes I had with thoſe who came to viſit me tho 
| muſt do them the jutlice to {av 4 do not believe they 
would have thus left me to myſelf, had they in the leaſt 
ſuſpected I had any thougi:ts of 1 or Man. 
Madamoiſelle B-etiz; came two or three 
Day to weep with me, and told me ſhe 


to M do inform he 


Times a 

intended to go 

rlelt what was become cf her 

dear Pilgrim; alas, ſhe little thought how much I lan- 

guithed to hear News of him; nor cid I flatter myleif 

with enjoying ever that Hapninels, unleſs by her Means, 
but what we lealt expeC neareſt at Hard. 

One Day as I was walking in the Garden alone and 

ned! tating on my unhappy 5 ate, the Siſter who attended 

e Gate told me, there was a young Officer, who called 

him my ncar A waited for me in the Parlor 

| was furpriied and pleaſed, I had no Kindred, 

Who would acl:now!edge me 35 ſuch, nor Knew any Man, 
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uo ſhould enquire for me, except one commiſſioned by 
my Lover, I went therefore, or rather flew to tha 
Parlor, where I was immediately ſaluted with a Voice 
too 8 known, and too dear to me to be forgotten.— 
It was Melicourt himſelf. O Heavens! cried I in 
a Tranſpe t, it 15 you ther it is you! 
had Pou er to ſay no more, but came cloſe to the Grate, 
and put forth my Hand, he ſeized it with an eager Joy— 
he Kiſſed it he wetted it with Tears of Rapture 
my Senſes were too weak to bear the Effuſion of 
the mingled Pathons, which at that Inſtant crowded into 
my Heart | fainted away he threw himſelf 
uron his Knee: ne called to me, he wept 

he ſaid a th. uſand tender Things ; but I neither 
Leard nor fv in what manner he behaved. 

The amiable Nun was in this Part of her Hiſtory, 
waen fie was 1 by one of the Siſterhood, who 
told us they waited for us in the Refectory; on which we 
arole and went down, after agreeing to paſs the Aſter- 
ncon together in my Cell. 

I carrot give any Deſcription of that modeſt and tran- 
quil Air with which thirty Nuns ſet down at their Meal, 
] was too much taken up wich my own Afflirs, to regard 
any thing, but what related immediately to them, or 
if I was ob! liged to give an Account of that pious Lecture, 
which was made before we roſe from Table, I ſhould 
find my {cif very much at a loſs the molt pleaſing 
Sound I heard, was the Bell, that Madame the Superior 
rung, as a Signal to ſay Grace, after which we all retired 
to our reſpective Apartments, and Saint Aenes and my- | 
ſelf being ſhut up in my Chamber, ſhe reſumed the 
Hiſtory cf her Misfortunes in theſe Words. 


The End of the THIRD PART. 
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A Continuation of the Hiſtory of SAINT 
AGNES and MELICOURT, 


is the little Faintneſs I had been ſeiz d 


3 
* 


1 of Joy at the unexpected Sight of my 
7 Lover, I ſoon came to myſelf; and the 
4 firt Uſe I made of my recover'd Senſes, 
was to aſk by what Means he had eſcap'd 
out of his Father's Hands: Are you fo little ac- 
quainted with my Tenderneſs, ſaid he, as to be one Mo- 


thing to ſee you. 


No, my dearelt, Minetea, were 
I 5 every 


| . - 
þ with, was occaſion'd only by an Exceſs 


ment in doubt, if I would not break through every 


* 
* 
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every Star in the Firmament. as oppoſite as at preſent they 
ſeem ſ{vo:rable to my Intentions, not Fate itſelf ſhould have 
the Power to ſhake my Conſtancy—my inviolable Attach. 
ment, and if you have the ſame Sentiments as I—it? 
cry'd I, haſtily interrupting him, is the Love | have for 
vou now to be calb'd in Queſtion? Are not the 
Grefs I have endur'd in your Abſence, and the viſib'e 
Alteration they have made in my Looks a ſufficient De- 
moni tation how dear you are to me? 

Melicourt ſeem'd as much-tr: nſported at this Declara- 
tion, as tho' it had been the firit Confeſſion of Love 
1 had ever made him, and teſtified his Gratitude in 
Terms the moſt delicate and touching I could 
have liſten'd to him all Day; ſo true is it that while a 
beloved Lover ſpeaks his Paſſion, one's very Soul hangs 
on his Lips; and nothing but the Impatience I was in to 
8 hear, dy what Miracle | now enjoy'd his Preſence, could 
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* have made me mterr vpt ſo delightful an Entertainment. 

x — began by telling him the preſent Situation ef 
1 my A Airs , and addgd. tha as 1 Was NOW in a Convent 5 

3 there appear'd, but little Probability of ever my conver— 
1 Un 8 with him, but as at this time behind a Grate. 

Ge Yes, yes, cry'd he, with the utmeſt Vivacity, I 

— mall foon (et you free from this cruel Confinement, and 


by a way more warrantable and conformable to vour 
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You cannot doubt, adorable. Minetta, continued he, 
"I my ir when all the i: Forts I could malce, were 


'9 


Ci, He « 
zr.eft-ct! nal ay zinſt thoſe who fc 2 d upon me 
* * was my Fury, that the Valet de Chamber, and 
all thoſe who aſüſteck lim, trembled even at my very 

K. | repented their having undertaken that Oltice 
during THE whole [QUINCY , 1 dick nothing but 
ie, vew Kere:pe, and meditate Means for getting out 
Ot mer Fats, s butall in vain, their Strength and 
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ſolv'd to ſtarve myſelf to Death, and refus'd taking the 
leaſt Nouriſhment of any kind whatſoever in 
this Condition, I was brought to my Father, who being 
inform'd of my Behaviour, and kow determin'd 1 was 
not to live, chang'd the Conduct he propos'd to obſerve 
toward me, and inſtead of Rigour treated me with the 
reateſt Sweetneſs; but " I ſeem'd indolent and unaffected 
with his Goodneſs, and continu'd obſtinate not to eat or 
drink. till I ſaw myſelf at liberty. He then 
u:'d all poſſible Means to conſtrain me to it; but Force 
or Perſuaſions were alike fruitle!s ; four Days palſs'd 
over without my ſwall lowing ＋ thing, and on the 
fourth I was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever. 

I cou!d not hear theſe Marks — bis Sincerity Without 
interrupting the Courſe of his Narration. by letting him 
know how deeply I was affected with them; "he told 
me that were he capable of ſuffering infinitely more, he 
ould glory in it, and would Gcriſcce ten thouſand Lives 
for the Pleaſure of being pitied by me———after many 
other ſuch like Expreſſions, which a perfect Love in- 
ſpires, and thoſe poſſeſs'd of that Paſſion are never want- 
ing in, he relum'd his Diſcourſe. 

When my Father, ſaid he, was convinced by the 
Condition he ſaw me in, that my Lite was really in 
Danger, for he had till now believ'd, that they had 
privately given me {omew hat to eat, he began to be in 
the utmoſt Perplexity.— Paternal Tenderneſs revix d 
in him: ne took me by the Hand ne 
even condeſcended to entreat I would not make the te- 
ag of his Days miſerable, by the loſs of a Son, 

nom he had always look'd on with the greateſt Aﬀec- 
won promiſiag me at the fame time, that if I would 
conſent to take things proper for the Recovery of my 
Health, he would leave me at überty to go wherever 
| pleas'd : As I knew him a Man utterly incapable of 
Deceit, theſe Words loit nothing of their Weight; and 
allur'd him in my turn of a perſet Obedience to his 


Wall, in all things in my Power 3 and as the firſt Proot 
took: I} ' S > Þ | A £ h1 . 1 ſe 
took a little Cordial prepar'd for me in his Prelency. 
The whole Honſe was overjoy'd at tis Change in me 3 
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my Mother who had been continually in Tears ſince my 
Arrival, threw herſelf by me on the Bed, and embraced 
me with Tranſports, which ſhew'd how dear I was to her ; 
ſhe confirm'd over and over the Promiſe made me by 
my Father, and added ſhe would contribute all ſhe could 
toward giving me all the Satisfaction I wiſh'd. I can. 
not but acknowledge, and, indeed, ſhould have been un- 
worthy of this Goodneſs had I acted otherwiſe, than I did; 
I was ſenſibly touch'd with theſe Tokens of Love from 
thoſe who gave me Being. They were, however, 
failing in their End————long faſting had ſpoiled the 
Temperament of my Blood my stomach was un- 
able to perform its Faculty of Digeſtion my Head 
was diſorder'd al my Frame cut of its wonted 


Tone; and I grew fo ill, that for two Days my Liſe 


was deſpair'd of. 
Tho' in that time I was wholly inſenſible of the 


Grief my Danger occaſion'd, I might eaſily judge of it, 
by the Exceſs of Joy which appear'd in every Face, on | 


the firſt Appearance of my Re-eſtabliſhment. | 
mended, however, very ſlowly, and my Mother who 


never left my Chamber, and obſerv'd my every Motior, 


was divided between Hopes and Fears, till at the End 
of fifteen Days, the Phyſicians who attended me, pro- 


nounced there was not the leaſt Symptons of a Re- 


lapſe. 
As ſoon as I found myſelf able to hold a long Con- 


verſation ; the Complaiſance and Tenderneſs with which 
my Mother treated me, gave me Courage to make her 
a full Confeſſion of the Motives, which had at firſt in- 
the Paſſion I had 
for ou the kind Return you were pleas'd to | 
make me———the Hiſtory of your Birth, and the un- . 
happy Circumſtance that threatned us with an eternal 
In fine, I made a Recital of the 
whole Progreſs of our Loves and Diſappointments ; ad- 


duced me to quit my Studie: 


Separation. 


ding that tho' no Diſtemper ſhould ſeize me, or Griet 
ſhould fail to kill me, my full Reſolution was not to 
farvive the Day, in which you ſhould be compell'd ta 


take the Veil, Pardon me, continu'd he, my _ 
car 
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ny MW dear Mineita, that without your Permiſſion I reveal'd 
<1 MW the Secrets of your Heart and Extraction: I knew no 
r; W other way to gain a Mother, by whoſe Favour I hop'd 
by MW great things—the Event, my Angel, as you ſhall pre- 
ld ſently hear, has anſwer'd my Wiſhes! She liſten'd 
in- to me with Aſtoniſhment, mix'd with Compaſſion, but 
un- W no Signs of Diſpleaſure; and when I had done, told 
id; me it was neceſſary my Father ſhould be made acquainted 
com W with an Affair, which in my Perſon was of ſo much 
er, MW Conſequence to him; but bid me be under no Apprehen- 
the ſions, for ſhe would reveal it to him in ſuch a manner, as 
un- W fhould prepoſſeſs him in behalf of my Defires. I durſt 
ead not oppoſe what ſhe ſaid, and ſhe went that Moment to 
ited MW my Father, who was yet more amaz'd at the Relation 
Life MY ſhe made him, than herſelf had been on hearing it from 

me. He came running into my Chamber, and would 
the know all the Circumſtances from my own Mouth 
" it, WM 1 obey'd him as well as I could, and he ſeem'd perſect- 
on iy fatizhed.—————He told me he would that Inſtant 
—l © cxamine into the Affair of your Birth; and if there 
vho YI were ſufficient Proofs of it, he would conſent with Plea- 
on, W ure to our Union; and had the Goodneſs to add with 
End 2 Smile, that as by what I had ſuffer'd he gueſs'd my 
pro- Impatience, he would return with all poſſible Expedi- 
Re- Ii tion. 

Judge of the Joy I felt, charming Minetta, at this 
Readineſs, with which both my Parents agreed to my 
Deſires, and how much I thought myſelf indebted to a 
Father, from whoſe Mouth, never any thing but Truth 
in- proceeded. —— —I would have thrown myſelf at his 
Feet to acknowledge, as I ought, the wondrous Conſide- 
J ation he had for me; but he would not permit me, 
aying the beſt return I could make to his Affection, 
was to endeavour as much as depended on myſelf a per- 
ect Recovery of my former Health and Gaiety ; with 

- Ftteſe Words he went out of the Chamber, and there was 
zrief little room to doubt, if I would be obedient to his Com- 
t to nands; the earneſt Deſire J had to ſee you, and to ac- 
| to paint you with theſe things, made me omit nothing 
ever dat might put me in a Condition to travel. 
dear In 
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In the mean time, my dear Father, for I muſt call 


by” him ever ſo, Source of my firſt and ſecond Life, was 
* more induſtrious to render me ſatisfed, than even 


his Words had made me — ſearch'd the 

Records he conſider'd the Proofs he 

added to his own great Judgment in the Laws, that of 

conſulting others, the molt eminent of their Profeſſion, 

all concurr'd that the Right was on your ws and that 

you ought to be publickly declar'd the Daughter of Men- 

fieur De ; but while you re: nain'd under the 

power of your Parents, it would be in vain, and there- 

tore not adviſeable for any one to undertake your Cauſe; 

you ought therefore to remove yourſelf to {ome | 
Place where you mi ight be at Liberty, to follow the 

Dictates of your Inclin: ation; and that if you married, 

the Right you had, Leing transferr'd to your Huſb⸗ nd, 

he would be ent itled to ſue for, what they might ele 
deprive you of, by compelling you to relinquiſh the 

Worid. In fine, puriued he, nothing can be done while 

you continue in a Virgin State. 

Theſe Words were an Oracle to me, I preſently com- 
prehended the enſe of them, and communicating my 
Sentiments on that Occaſion to my Preceptor, who | 
knew was perfectly acquainted with my Father's Views; 
he told me that my Conjectures had not deceiv'd me: 
That nothing in reality could be more agree- 
able to him, than an Alliance with the Daughter of 
Monſieur De „and advis'd me to go immediately, 
and endeavour to prevail on you to become my Wiſe ; and 
that accompliſh'd, to bring you to my Father's Houle, 
where he ſaid he was very certain, you would be recc:v's 
with open Arms. To eſtabliſh me in the Opinion, that 
he alledg'd nothing that he would not maintain, he cf. 
fer'd to accompany me to the Village, and wait there 
with the reſt of my Retinue, till I ſhould get an OpporFW 
tunity of ſpeaking to you at the Caſtle. There needed | 
_ half of what he urg'd, to make me do what I e 

arneltly long'd for accordingly we ſet out toge 
3 and arriv'd at the Village; but how great was m. 
Diſappointment, When I was told the Neice of Madam 

De 
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5. as convey'd to a Convent By the help 
of a very artful Fellow I have with me; however, I 
{von found where you were placed, and flew directly hi- 
ther, to tell you that it now depends on you alone, to 
make me the moſt happy, or the moſt wretched of 
Mankind, 

Give me then, continu'd he, the Proof of that Aﬀec- 
tion you have ſo often charm'd me with—if you truly love 
me, you will not heſitate one Moment to put yourſelf 
into my Hands, to give me your Vows, and to receive 
mine, and then to permit me to conduct you to a Father, 
capable and willing to inſtruct us, in what we ought to do 
in our preſent Situation ; and to a Mother more tender, 
and already, by what I have told her of you, more 
ſenſible of your Merit, than ſhe who gave you Birth, 
and yet abandons you to a Fate, the molt diſagreeable to 

du. 
e Mclicourt here left off ſpeaking, and fix d his Eyes 
upon me with an undeſcribable Tenderneſs, expecting my 
Reply; but I was too much perplex'd to make an im- 
mediate one what a range Medley of Ideas run 
thro' a Virgin's Heart, when preſs'd to give an Anſwer 
on the like Occafion ! He eaſily gueſs'd the Si- 
tuation of my Mind, and laid before me the ſtrongeſt 
and moit moving Reaſons he repreſented to me 
with a great deal of Wit and Eloquence, the little Re- 
card my Parents had for me he made me ſenſi- 
ble that they were going to ſacrifice me to a ſordid View 
in fine, that I was loſt, if I did not aſſume a 

reedy and vigorous Reſolution ——That I ſhould 
hor be oblig'd to take the Veil, and that my Profeſ- 

ton would ſoon after enſue, and that once over, 

tere was no longer any Hopes. To this he added 
many things to convince me, how barbarouſly I was 
treated for the ſake of a Siſter, who ought to be no dearer 
tian myſelt- this rous'd that Reientment in me, 


which I believe all People have ſome ſhare of more or leſs, 
when they are cauſeleſly ill us'd, which together with 
my Love determin'd me; retire, my dear Mclicourt, 


laid 5 


leſt too long a Converſation ſhould render us 
l ſulpeQed, 
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ſuſpected, and by being ſo, difappoint all our Views: 
Be here again To-morrow at this time, I wil 
then give a final Anſwer, and tho' I am not yet quite fe. 
ſolv'd, I fancy it will be ſuch a one as you will have no 
Cauſe to be diſſatisfied with: I ſpoke theſe Words with 
a Smile, and he departed very well pleas'd, after kiſſing 
my Hand in the moſt affectionate manner thro' the 
Grate. h 

I went back to my Cell after he was gone, in a good 
deal of inward Agitation the Averſion I had to 
become a Nun, made me rejoice in having a warrant. 
able Means of avoiding that Life; but on the other 
Hand there appear'd Difficulties which I knew not how 
to ſurmount notwithſtanding the Meanneſs of my 
Education, the Pride of Blood had high Dominion over 
my Mind, and inſpired me with the moſt elevated No- 
tions; conſcious of what I was, not only a Cloiſter, but 
even Death itſelf, ſeem'd leſs terrible, than being guilty 
of any Action unworthy of my Birth; and I could not 
find Arguments to convince my lelt,that to quit a Convent 
where I was placed by thoſe, who at preſent had the (ole 
Power of diſpoſing me; and follow a young Man, who, 
perhaps, was blinded by his Paſſion, was not a Trank 
greſſion of the Rules of Honour and of Decency. But, 
then the Love I had for Melicourt, the Proofs he had 
given me of his Paſhon——the Vow he had made not 
to ſurvive the Hour of my being initiated, together with 
the Dread I had of entring into a State, where I could 
nat be allow'd to look back, on the tender Moments of 
mutual Affection; nor even to think on the dear Man, 
without being guilty of Sacrilege, all this balanc'd againk 
the other, and I remain'd in the moſt cruel Uncertain 
ty for a long time. 

At laſt Love grew moſt prevailing, as I believe it will 
always be, when Virtue and Merit in the Object ren- 
ders it worthy of that Name; I thought myſelf excuſa- 
ble in diſobey ing the Will of thoſe who gave me Being as 
they diſclaim'd me for their Daughter—the Advantages 
propos'd to me by Melicourt, appear'd ſuch as were not 


to be lighted, I had Parents, but they permitted 
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me not to call them ſo ; I was offer'd others who would 
gladly receive me as their Child. I had now no 
Name nor Family; in accepting Melicourt for a Huſ- 
band, 1 ſhould have both, and not inferior to thoſe 
which of Right belong'd to me, fo I entirely yielded to 
theſe laſt Conſiderations, and began to ſet myſelf in ear- 
zeſt to contrive ſome way to get out of the Con- 
vent. 

Love, ingenious in Invention, ſoon inſpired me with 
an expedient, which from the Moment it came into my 
Head, flatter'd me with Hopes of Succeſs : The Portreſs 
was extremely aſfable and good-natur'd, ſhe had taken 
a great liking to me ; and we were as intimate as any 
two People could be, that did not place ſo great a Con- 
fdence in each other as to reveal their Secrets. Her Em- 
ployment engaging her in many Affairs, I ſometimes of- 
fciated for her at the Gate. The Keys was always 
hung up in the Parlour, and the Grate open'd into a 
Room belong'd to the outward Portreſs, ſo as I knew 
all the ways about the Houſe, I took my Meaſures ac- 
cordingly. 

It is not to be doubted but Melicourt was punctual to 
his Appoinment, I told him the Contrivance I had 
form'd of ſtealing the Keys, and getting out the firſt Op- 
portunity 1 found the Portreſs abſent he ſeem'd 
tearful I ſhould be ſurpriz'd in the Execution ; the Con- 
ſequence of which would be, that I ſhould either be 
ſtrictly watch'd or remov'd to ſome other Place; he, there- 
tore, judg'd it moſt proper, I ſhould attempe making 
my Eſcape in the Night; but I convinced him of the 
Impoſſibility of that, becauſe according to the Rule of the 
Houſe, the Portreſs always brought the Keys of the In- 
clolure into the Superior's Chamber it was, there- 
tore, agreed between us, that he ſhould be ready with a 
Chaiſe, and the beſt Horſes that could be got, and wait 
at a little Diſtance from the Gate of the Convent, the 
next Morning at the Hour of Matins ſo having 
lettled every thing he took his leave. 

I was too full of what I was about to do, for any Sleep 
to enter my Eyes that Night; the Thing that * 
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ſo feaſible in Theory, was difficult enough to put in Prac. 
tice, nor could it ever have been done, had I been in the 
leaſt ſuſpected by any of the Convent: It had always 
been my Cuſtom to riſe late, and to pleaſe me they in- 
dulged me in it, ſo I was not expected at the Morning 
Devotions I was now up however, but kept clote 
in my Cell, till I heard the Mother Portreſs paſs by— 
I knew her Step, and as ſoon as ſhe was gone to the 
Choir, I ran into the Parlour, and found the Keys in 
their Place, I took them off the Hook, and open'd the 
Door of the Incloſure ; 'tis well for me I had the Pie- 
ſence of Mind to ſhut it after me, for if I had not, I 
ſhould infallibly have been ſtopped by an old Lay Silter, 
who hapned to be there, and calling out to know who 
was at the Door, rang the Bell to alarm the Convent on 
my not anſwering. 

The Street-Door had a very difficult Lock, and I was 
ſo long endeavouring to get it open, that on the Sound 
of the Bell ſeveral Nuns ran to the Window, and ſeeing 
what I was about, cryed out for Aſſiſtance ; happily tor 
me no body was paſling by at that Time, and Melicourt 
being on the Watch, and hearing a Fumbling at the 
Lock, uſed his utmoſt Efforts on the outſide to force it 
open, but in vain, the Gate was impregnable, and all 
our Hopes had been fruſtrated, had I not that Inſtant 
bethought myſelf of making Uſe of the other Key ! 
had in my Hand, in Order to turn that which was 1n 
the Lock —— —— this effected it, and the Gate fiew 
open -= threw myſelf into my Lover's Arms, and 
ſcream'd out for perfect Joy. The Nuns who ſaw al! 
this from above, and were deſperately enraged at my 
Flight, redoubled their Cries in ſuch a Manner that we 
coaid hear them at a great Diſtance ; we drove on witi 
the utmoſt Expedition the whole Day, without once ſtop- 
ping to take any Refreſhment, 'till we came to a Frech 
Village, where we were in no Danger of being taken; 
the Preceptor of whom Melicourt ſpoke, waited for us 
at this Place, and having prepared the Curate before- 
hand, it was given out that he intended to ſay Mals the 


next Morning by Break of Day, and under that Pretence 
we 
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we were married in the Preſence of four Peaſants, who 
ſerved as Witneſſes, and ſign'd a Marriage Certificate, 
ready drawn up for that Purpoſe after this we ſet 
forward on our Journey with mutual Satisfaction; all 
my Scruples being now over, I was very well pleaſed to 
accompany a Huſband whom | loved, and whom to obey, 
was reconciling my Duty with my Inclination. 

The Valet de Chambre who was on Horleback, went 
before us to apprize the Parents of Melicourt of all that 
had happened, and on our Arrival, I was received with a 
Kindneſs which made me forget the Vexations I had 
Palt———— was treated by them both with the ſame 
Tenderneſs as a real Daughter, and with a Reſpect ſupe- 
rior even to my Birth——all the Houſe were induſtrious 
to oblige me, and I thought I ſhould have been un- 
grateful to Heaven, if I had not been perpetually ac- 
knowledging the happy Change of my Fate. But 
alas! how cruel a Reverſe was ſoon my Lot——— this 
ſhort Tranquillity was ſucceeded by the moſt dreadful 


Tempeſt, which ſhipwreck'd all my Hopes for ever, 


and plunged me into an Abyſs of eternal Miſery. .z 
My Hufband's Father who was impatient to have me ac- 
knowledg'd for what I was, not only that the World 
might fee his Son had not demean'd himſelf by my Al- 
liance, but alſo on the Score of that great Eſtate to which 
I was Coheireſs with my Siſter, when my Birth ſhould 
be confirm'd, ſet himſelf about drawing up a Remon- 
ſtrance from the Inſtructions I had given him, and as 
there was a Neceſlity it ſhould be corroborated by ſub. 
ſtantial Witneſſes; he went to the Gardener and his 
Wife, with whom I had been brought up as their Daugh- 
ter, and that he might the eaſier come at the Truth, pre- 
tended he came from Madam De————ard gave them 
Money which he ſaid was ſent by that Lady, as a Recom- 
pence for the Care they had taken of me. He took two 
Perſons with him of Reputation, who were preſent du- 
ring all the Converſation he had with theſe People, an 
Whoſe Teſtimonies could not be ſuſpected. | 
My pretended Parents miſtruſting nothing, and ſup- 


Poling the Father of Melicourt to be a Dependant of 
Monſieur 
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Monſieur and Madam De————went not about to Gil. 
guiſe any Thing of an Affair he ſeem'd as well acquainted 
with as themſelves: When he had gain'd as perfect a 
Satisfaction from them as he wiſh'd he threw off the 
Character of Steward to my Mother, which he had aſ- 
ſumed to draw the Secret from them, and ſhewed himſelf 
what he truly was, Counſellor to the Parliament of 
M—— and Commiſſioner of the Juſticiary Court, and 
obliged them to ſign what they had in Words acknow- 
ledged, that I was none of their Child, but the Daugh- 
ter of Madam D. and when this Form was com- 
plyed with, he returned Home very well pleaſed with 
the Succeſs of his Journey. | 

The Gardener and his Wife finding by this, that they 
had been impoſed upon, and fearful that the Confeſſion 
they had made, ſhould draw on them the Reſentment 
of my Parents, no ſooner ſaw themſelves at Liberty, than 
they went to the Caſtle, and acquainted my Mother with 
what had happen'd, as thinking if they had unwarily 
done amiſs, the beſt Attonement they could make was an 
immediate Confeſſion, which might perhaps prevent any 
ill Conſequences ariſing from their Inadvertency. 

They were in the right ſo far, for my Father who had 
been immediately inform'd of my Flight from the Mo- 
naſtery, and was in the utmoſt Diſtraction to know 
where or with whom I had withdrawn myſelf, being 
now Maſter of that important Secret took his Meaſures 
accordingly, to ſatisfy his own Deſigns, and compleat the 
eternal Ruin of his unhappy Child. He went directly 
to Court, and formed a Complaint againſt both my Hus- 
band, and ſelf, fo efficacious, that he obtain'd from the 
King a full Grant of all he deſired on this Occafion. 

My Huſband's Father in the mean Time believing he 
Rad done all things for the beſt, ſent me with my dear 
Melicourt to an Eſtate he had about fix Miles diſtant from 
the Town ; where imagining we had now eſcaped all the 
Rocks that threaten'd our Love, and reached the happy 
Port, we indulged ourſelves in all the Delights, that 
could be expected in ſuch a Situation. 


He 
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He thinking, however, that it would be proper to lie 


quiet for a Time, and not divulge oar Marriage till ob- 
liged to it, happen'd of the molt dreadful Conſequence 


that could be; indeed my little Judgment repreſented ſuch 


a Conduct as entirely wrong, tho' as he was a Man of 
the higheſt Reputation for underitanding the Laws, I 
durſt not offer any thing in Oppoſition to what he did; 
but the Event convinc'd him, too tatally for Melicourt, and 
myſelf, that our worſt Enemies could not have acted more 
cruelly. 

One Night as we were ſleeping in our Bed, we were 
diſturb'd by ſeveral of the Servants running into our 
Chamber, who with Tears in their Eyes told us we were 
undone, that the Caſtle was full of Soldiers, and the Of- 
cer who commanded them ſaid they came in the King's 
Name————they had ſcarce Time to warn us of the 
Danger, before two Exempis appear'd, and ſignified 
their Orders to us———— my dear Huſband would have 
cetended himſelf and me, but what was his Strength 
when oppos'd to twenty Men————1 ſent forth the 
molt piteous Cries ——— 1 knelt, I wept, but nothing 
mollifyed theſe Barbarian . they tore me from ths 
Arms of Meliceunt, where I had thrown myſelf in the 
Extreraity of my Anguiſh, and where they conveyed 
him, or what they did with him I never could learn ; 
but me they brought directly hither, where the frit Per- 
ſons that preſented themſelves before me were my Father 
and Mother the moſt violent Fury ſparkled in the Eyes 
of the one, and thoſe of the other were full of Tears: 
Wretch ! cryed he, you have done well to fly in the Fa- 
ces of thoſe who raiſed you from Beggary, and to have 
Reſource to Calummny in Order to become a Libertine— 
Vile Creature ! nothing remains for you now but to take 
the Habit to-morrow, or reſolve to periſh : In ſpeakin 
theſe Words ke pluck'd a Dagger from his Side, and me- 
nacing me with it, regard what I ſay to ycu, reſumed 
he, and chearfully comply with what I ordain for you, 
or be aſſured you ſhall find in me no longer a Prote ctor 
but an Executioner He added no more, but ha- 
ving puſh'd me before him to the inner Gate of the In- 

cloſure 
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cloſure, where the Abbeſs attended to receive me, whiCl. 
per'd ſomething in her Ear, and then went out with 
my Mother, who I perceived was once about to ſpeak to 
me, but he made a Sign to her to forbear. 

I will not trouble you with the Repetition of the Re. 
proaches made me by the Superior, tor having as ſhe ſaid 
brought the Convent into Dilgrace, by flying from it 
with a young Man ; Iwill only tell you, that ſhe greatly 
added to the Diſquiets of my Mind, by treating me in 
the worſt and molt unkind Manner ſhe poſſibly could— 
She was for ever filling my Ears with Remonſtrances, 
that the beſt Way for me was to pay a blind Obedience 
to what Monſieur D-———enjoyn'd, for he would other- 
wiſe have no Mercy on me and that w hen 1 was 
once profeſs'd, ſhe would take ſuch Meaſures as ſhould 
compel! me to look with Deteſtation, and Remorſe on my 
paſt Li ſe what could ſhe have ſaid more, had [ 
abandoned myſelf to Slame and Wickedneſs, yet I was 
obliged to liſten to it without daring to utter a Word in 
my own Jultiktcation | paſted that Night and 
the next Day in Horrors which you may more eatily con- 
ceive than I deſcribe, and on the enſuing one, took the 
Veil. 

I could not accom nterrup ting the lovely Nun in this 


Part of 1 Story; d at, dear St. Ares, ſaid I, why did 
you not loudly declare your Marriage, and oppoſe your 
firſt Vows to tagſe the y now i1mpo:ed uon you, 

Ah! do vou think I didnot, anſwer'd ſhe, but what 
avail'd it the! Ares We well I was married and 
to whom Religion has no Pty? in Societies ſuch 2 


heſe, when intereſt is concern'd they told me my 
Nuptials were illegal, withovt — of my Friends 
that the Rites fo ſolemuined were no better than Folly ard 
Madnets that I but ſtole mytelf away from thoſe 
whole Property I was, and now they had recover'd me 
might d ilpoſe, of me a: they pleaſed—theſe, my dear 
earetta, were all the Anſwers 1 could obtain, and [ = 
no Friend to eſpouſe nm; Cauſc my Huſband, 


alive, ignorant, as were a] his Fami! y to what Place I was 
carried 
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carried the whole Year of my Noviceſhip, I was 
never ſuffered to appear at the Grate ; and that Time 
expired, my Father (tho' I ſcarce can call him by 
that tender Name) came here to put the finiſhing Stroke 
to my Calamities, and having made me be call'd to him, 
told me in a Lone, which I never think on without trem- 
bling, that if I did not make my Profeſſion the next 
Day, or the Day atter, he would come again and take 
me away, having taken effectual Meaſures for revenging 
himſelf on my Ditobedience. 

What ſhall I fay, TID TFeanctta, I was 
compelled” to facrikce myſelf, my Vows, my Hopes, 
my All———— .-—-and J am now bound forever to the der- 
vice of the Altar I am uled, 'tis true, with ſome- 
what more Lenity than I was ; but what Reparation can 
be made me for what I have renounced tho' I 
do all I can to conceal from the Nuns the inward Agita- 
tions I fill endure, ſtill 1 bear in remembrance my firſt 
Enzagement— ——Mc/:court in ſpite of my Endeavours 
appears ſleeping and waking before my Eyes 
the Charms of his Perſon, and thoſe of his Mind, his 
Trath, his Tenderneſs are ever preſent my Pro- 
ſelñon condemns the Regret I feel, that I no more am 
nis | am miſerable for my whole Life, and in 
perpetual Doubt of my eternal Salvation— ſhock - 
ing \ State. 

The un happy Saint Annes wept e in E 
theſe Words, then lifting up her Hands and Eyes, Spoule 
of my Heart, crycd ſhe, ſtill muſt I call thee by that 
precious Name given thee before the Holy Altar! Ah! 
nothing can ever erace thy Image from my Soul. 

She here ended her ſorrowful Narration, nor could 
ſhe have proceeded had any more remain'd to relate, her 
koonies were too great at this Repetition of her Mit- 
fortunes to leave her the Power to ſpeabk, and her Sighs 
came with ſuch Vehemence as tho' they would have burſt 
her Breaſt I was pierced to the Heart at this Sight, 
and my own Circumſtances at that time rendered it more 


1 


afiecting I uſed all my endeavours to conſole her, 
but indeed looked on her Condition as irremedible 
| Was 
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was however too much convinced of the Sincerity of her 
Friendſhip, by the Confidence ſhe placed in me, not to 
return it with the moſt zealous Aſtection, and as I 
thought it might, at leaſt for a Time, render her ſorget- 
ful of her Sorrows, I gave her a full Account of my own 
Adventures, and ſhe exprefled a great deal of Pity for 
the Diſappointments I had met with; but, ſaid ſhe, as 
ſoon as I had done, theſe Things may change, beautiful 
TFeanetta : Beſide, you have ſtill room to Hope 
but alas, that is not my Caſe all in this World is 
loſt to me, beyond a Poſſibility of Redemption 
and Death, that gives a Period to the-Woes of others, 
will perhaps to me open a Door, yet more terrible 
us divided, thus _ doubly engaged to Man 
firſt, and Heaven afterward, how can I reconcile ſuch 
different Duties ————bow comply with either, as I 
ought here enſued a ſecond Flood of Tears, and in, 
ceed 1 found her Deſpair too juilly grounded to be able 
to urge any thing to mitigate it, ſo could only bear her 
company in Tear: we continued in this melancholly 
Emp'oyment, till the Rules of the Houſe obliged us to 
go down to the Reſectory; but this mutual Intimacy be- 
tween us daily encreaſed, and we were from this time 
forward very little afunder. I muſt confeſs I found a 
great deal of Comfort in her Society; but it Jaited not 
long, Foriune was not yet weary of perſecuting me, and 
deprived me ef this Relief, in a manner I leaſt expected. 

Tho' I am very ienfible one ought not to give way to 
thoſe ſuperſtitious Ideas, which are apt to creep into the 
Minds, eſpecially of young People; yet I could not keep 
myſelf from being very much affected with a Dream I had 
at that Time, and which has proved an exact and faith- 
ful Preſage of what has ſince happened to me. 

We had a Penſioner in the Houſe, call'd Madamoiſelle 
Renneville, a young Lady of an uncommon Vivacity of 
Temper ; ſhe was the youngeſt cf ſeven Daughters, and 
according to the cuſtom of great Families, was deſtined 
to a religious Life, to the end her Siſters might live in the 
World with greater Splendor ; but the Averſion the had 
to a Cloyſter, had made her reſolute not to enter herſelf 
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as a Novice, ſo that all they could do was to keep her 
there as a Boarder ſhe was too gay to let any thing 
affect her Heart, and always flattering herſeif that ſome 
lucky turn or other would fall out to rid her of this Con- 
finement, was one of the moſt entertaining Companions 
in the World; among the reſt of the Whims with which 
ſhe amuſed herſelf, and thoſe with whom ſhe contracted 
any intimacy, was that of having recourſe to the little 
Arts for diſcovering the Secrets of Futurity throws- 
ing the Grounds of Coffee, laying a Pack of Cards in a 
particular manner, and a hundred other ſuch like fancies, 
took up all the time ſhe could ſteal from thoſe publick 
Acts of Devotion, to which ſhe was obliged to con- 
form. Saint Agnes and myſelf were very fond of her 
Society, as ſhe diverted our melancholly Thoughts 
ſhe always was with us when we waiked in the Garden, 
the pertook in all our Recreations, and without making 
her a Confidant, we treated her with the greateſt Free- 
dom; neither of us concealing from her our diſlike of 
a monaſtick Life, we were continually ferming Schemes 
of Eſcaping, tho” ſuch wild and chimerical ones, as 
only ſerved to make us laugh, and never were intended 
to be put in Practice. 

But above all the Myſteries De Renneville imagined 
herſelf ſkilled in, was the Interpretation cf Dreams: 
She pretended to be Miſtreſs of great Secrets on that 
{core, and would perſuade us ſhe could draw Concluſions 
from every Image, which the ever waking Fancy pre- 
ſents while the Body is aſleeg ———tiv my ſelf as 
well as Saint Agnes was above giving credit to any ſuch 
Follies, yet we could not help being a little merry at 
the ſerious Air ſhe pat on, whenever ſhe talk'd on theſe 
Affairs. Few Mornings paſt over without her relating 
to us ſome Dream of the preceeding Night, and then 
would needs know what ours had been, which ſhe 
conſtrued after ſome rules ſhe had by Heart; this ſhe 
took ſuch pleaſure in, that whenever we were weary of 
her Company, it was but to tell her we did not depend 
on any thing ſhe ſaid on this Subject, and this would fo 
Vor. I. K montify 
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mortify her that ſhe would run away directly, and go 
to others more believing. 

One Evening as I was fitting with Saint Agnes in my 
Cell, ſhe came running in with a ſatisfaction in her Eyes, 
as had we been leſs acquainted with her Humour, we 
ſhould have imagined had denoted no leſs than, that ſhe 
had heard News of being delivered from the Convent— 
Now, faid ſhe, embracing us, my dear Saint Agnes, my 
dear Tearetta, you'll never think me 1mpertinent 
again: I have got an infallible Secret to know what ſhall 
happen to every one of us—O how rejoiced I am—con- 
tinued ſhe, clapping her Hands, and jumping a Yard 
from the Floor ; we cou!d not forbear laughing at the 
Tranſport ſhe was in; Nay, nay, 'tis no Jeſt, reſumed 
ſhe ; I'll engage when you know it, you'll be as much 
raviſh'd with it as I m-————!ook here ſaid 
ſhe, taking a Book out of her Pocket here it is, 
and in Print too; | 


judge if one can doubt of the 
Truth, I opened the Beolk to pleaſe her, and found the 
Title was, A Treatiſe en Dreams, and their true 
Kignifications, with many curicus Secrets, to excite the 
Mind to operate, while the Senſes were at reſt. There 
were ſeveral Methods laid down to procure what the 
Title expreſt, but I ſhall relate only one, which if we 
had not made uſe on, we ſhould never have been free 
from the importunities of De Rennewille. 

It was to go to Bed two Nights without eating any 
Supper, and on the third Day refrain from Dinner, 
taking no other Nouriſhment in four and twenty Hours, 
than a Cake made of half a Pound of Flower, without 
the leaſt Grain of Salt, or Butter, and worked up with 
$he Greaſe of a black Hen, and rain Water. 

The black Hen made a great impreſſion on the Mind 
of this ſuperſtitious young Lady that alone was 
ſufficient to make her warrant the Efficacy of it 
we both complied with her requeſt, to make a trial at 
lealt, and it was not to be doubted but ſhe would expe- 
rience it herſelf- ſo we all three, at different times 

retended Indiſpolition, to be excuſed appearing in tne 
Nelsdery. 
Saint 
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Saint Agnes was the firſt inititated, and when De 
Renneville impatient to hear the Proof of what ſhe 
ſeemed ſo certain of, called me to go with her into the 
Cell of that beautiful Nun ſhe aſſured us that ſhe 
a had a very extraordinary Dream knew 
I knew it, ſaid Madamoiſelle De Remnnevilk : 
0, the black Hen could not fail. 

But her Triumph laſted not long, for Saint Agnes pre 
ſently added, that indeed it was true ſhe had 2 
ſomething, which had ſurprized her for the time it 
laſted ; but that on her waking ſhe could not remember 
any one particular of it. I laughed heartily and De 
Renneville looked down, but at length recovered her- 
ſelf, and laid the blame on Saint Agnes for having drank 
twice after eating the Cake, whereas it was expreſsly 
forbid to take a ſecond Draught. I had no Curioſity 
however to make this trial; but I was ſo teized that I at 
lait conſented, and took care to follow all the Directions 
to a tittle. 

It was not common with me to dream, yet * 
talking ſo much on it, or whether there was really an 
Efficacy in the Secret I cannot tell, but that Night I had 
a Dream, or rather Viſion ſo ſingular, and fo intereſt- 
ing, that I never mention it without thinking I have 
ſtill the Images before my Eyes, which then preſented 
themſelves to me - my Reaſon tells me, it was 
meerly accidental, nevertheleſs it had an exact conformity 
with the Adventures which befel me ſince. 

I thought I had leſt the Convent, and had wandered 
into a troubleſome Road, full of "Thorns and Briar 
The difficulty I found to paſs it, made me caſt my Eyes 
about for ſome better Path, and ſoon perceived thro* 
the opening of a Hedge, one that ſeemed very plain and 
ſmooth it was of 2 good diſtance from me; but my 
detires of reaching it, made me direct my ſteps that Way, 
and ſtruggle through a thouſand Obſtacies ſometimes 
my Feet were cut with the rough flinty Pebbles, which 
lay ſcattered up and down before me ſometimes | 
had much ado to preſerve myſelf from falling into 
Sloughs and Quagmires——1n ſome Places huge Trees, 
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which Hurricanes had torn up by the Roots ſtopped my 
advancirg, in others Brambles and Nettles twined about 
my Legs, and entangled me fo that I had ſcarce Power 
to extricate mylelt- Waſps, Hornets and other vene- 
mous Inſects came about me, like ſo many Swarms of 
Bees, and | never ſhould have got to the Path I fo much 
wiſhed, had not a Stranger that Initant appeared on it, 
and pointed out a Paſſage which brought me eaſily to 
him; I was no ſooner arrived, than he began to lead the 
way, beckoning to me to follow, and ever and anon 
turning back and ſmiling on me, but never ſpoke to me 
the whole Time. He was habited in Black, but had fo 
pleaſing an Aſpect, that I apprehended no danger from 
kim, and went after him as fait as I could. 

We travelled in this Manner for about half a League, 
and then came to a large Stream, which cut the Road in 
two, I ifaw there was no getting to the other fide with- 
out croſſing this Water, which appeared very rough and 
rapid, ſo flood trembling on the Bank without knowing 
how to proceed, when my Guide, who was at ſome 
Diſtance before me, ſeemed to make nothing of this 
Difficulty; but walked over the Surface of the Water, 
with the ſame eaſe he had done on dry Land, he en- 
couraged me by his Geſtures to ſollow his Example; 
but the fear of being drowned prevented me He 
laughed at my Timidity,and ſtill perfiſted in inviting me, 
and had convinced me, | might ventare without Danger, 
when I heard a Voice in the Air, which ſaid to me 
Teanre't: Jearetta, take care of your felfe if you 
paſs the Terrent, you will be devoured &y a Monfler 
{ lifted up my Eves at theſe Words, and ſaw above my 
Head, a great Machine, on which fat a Woman of a 
majeſlick Form, and beauteous Countenance, her Throne 
appeared to me like the Stern of a Ship, adorned with ſe- 
veral Streamers wavcring in the Wind, on which were 
wrote in Capitals of Goid, theſe Words, 

YOU CANNOT WITHOUT VIRTUE ARRIVE 

AT YOUR DESIRED PORT. | 
I gazed with Aitoniſiment, but in a Moment all diſap- 
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T then caſt my Eyes with a melancholly Air towards 
the Stream, where I ſtill ſaw the Man 1 mentioned, re- 
doubling bis Entreaties that I would come over; but 
what I had ſeen and heard would not ſuſfer me to be pre- 
vailed upon, and I turned haſtily away, reſolving to re- 
tura tho' I knew not where—Curtolty making me look 
back, when J had gone a few Paces, I was ſtrangely 
ſurprized to find the agreeab'e Stranger was turned 
into the molt hideous Montter, that imagination can 
ſuggeſt vas terriſied beyond Deſcription at the 
horrid Metamcrphoſfiis ; but much more fo when I ſaw 
him in full Speed purſuing me Fear gave me in- 
credible Si iftneſs thought 1 was in an Inſtant a 
vaſt Diſtance from him, and looking behind me once 
more the dreadful Form was vanifh'd ; but in- 
ſtead of the clear and ſerene Sky I ſaw before, there ap 

ared in the Place of the Stream, a thick black Mitt, 
Ending forth peſtiferous Vapours to the very Heavens. 
Sudden Flaſhes of Lightning every Moment 
Carted from the Clouds, followed by the moſt dreadful 
Burits of Thunder the Proſpect was too ſhocking 
to be long endured, and 1 began to run again with all my 
ſpeed. 

The Path ſeemed now to enlarge itfeif gradually, and 
at laſt brought me to a fine Meadow, covered with 
Gratis, and enriched with a thouſand various Flowers, 
the produce of Nature without the help of Art 1 
mott magn!icent Palace, terminated the delighiful 
Proſpec Heaven be praited, ſaid I to mytelf, 
hope my 'Troubles now are at an end this Palace 
muſt certainly be inhabited, and ſome one there wilt 
have Pity on me, ind admit me on this I ad- 
vance towards the uilding, but was cruelly diſap - 
pointed when I came near it, and was not able to find 
any Gate went round it, examined the Walls 
in every Part, but could perceive no Entrance 
During this employment, Night came on the Sun 
was ſet Darkne's began to cover the whole Hemiſ- 
phere————the remembrance of the furious Monſter I 
had ſo lately ſeen came —_ into my Mind and alarmed 
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me dreadfully I ſhall be devoured, cryed I, no- 
Power on Earth can ſave me. 

As I was in this Perplexity, a Lamb wheſe Fleece 
I thought excelled in Whiteneſs the new fallen Snow, and 
was adorned with Flowers and Ribands, came and fawned 
upon me; he appeared ſo ſweet and beautiſul, that J 
could not forbear careſſing him; with which he ſeemed 
delighted, and at laſt looking up in my Face, he opened 
his Mouth and amazed me, with uttering in a diitin& 
Suman Voice the following Words; 

Follow me, JEAXETTA, /ovely JEANETTA, and [ 
vill lead you te a Palace where you will find all 
manner of Felicity. 

Alas, charming Lamb, replied I, how can that *be 

when I bave vainly ſought all round it for an Fntrance ? 

I anſwered in this manner believing he had meant that 

glorious Structure before us; but he took no notice of 

my Miitake (as it afterwards proved) and only ſaid, 
Fellz9w me, and Tarill find you a Gate. 

T did as he bid me, but was a little troubled to find he, 

fled by the Palace I ſo much admired, and jonged to 
be admitted into. A range of Buildings, which I had not 
obſerved before, was at a : ſmall ee from it; but as 
jrregular and ill formed as the other was beautiſu 
the Walls indeed were high, but black and frightful— 
the Entrance valily wide, through which I faw Crowds 
of People hurrying in, but very few at leaſt while I was 
there, came out; this a little ſtruck me, and I ſtopped 
to coniider what I was about. the Lamb did all he 
could to perſuade me to go forward, but I replied, that 
F had no Inclination to enter; this not being the beautiful 
Palace I had fren before, and into which only I was 
ambitious of being admitted. 

The ſeeming Lamb on this refuſa!, appeared incenſed, 
and raifing himſelf up en his hind Legs, eryed, Since 
Goftne/s 2 ils to move thee, it is ft Gould foow myſelf to 
they fac 5 as / t uly ant; hi! e he ſpoke theſe Words, 
his late lovely Fleece, changed into a harſh grizly Hair, 
115 Eyes enlarged themſelves, and Fire ſeemed 


to iſſue from their Balli———evcry Limb took another 
Form 
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Form, and I beheld with Terror unconceivable the ſame 
Moniter, who had before decerved me under a human 
Shape He flew directly on me, and ſereamed till 
my Voice ecchoed through the Air. 

I was on the Point of being made his Victim, when 
a Voice loud and ſhrill, but at the fame time harmonious, 
ſuſpended his Fury: Methought it ſpoke theſe Words; 

Hold, fatal Enemy of human Kind JEANEATTA 
has of her own Accord, refujed to go within thy horrid 
Gates Thou, therefore haſl no Right to tempt her 
farther Begone, O Vice! the Proofs fhe has given 
are ſufficient ; and from this Time foravard my Palace ſhall 
be her Afglum. 

This ſpoke, the ſame Divinity which I had feen in 
the Air appeared before, the Monſter fled, and ſhe pre- 
ſented her Hand to conduct me, to the ſo much wiſhed 
for Palace—we entered by a ſteep and narrow Stair-Cale, 
which till ſhe ſhewed me I had not diſcovered, and I ſoon 
found myſelf in the midſt of a ſpacious Temple, the 
Throne of Virtue, was placed at the upper End, and ſhe 
who brought me there ſeated herſelf in it z about her 
thronged not a numerous, but noble Company, in whoſe 
Faces Joy and Contentment were molt beautifully deline- 
ated. However I ſtill methought wanted ſomething more 
to compleat my Happineſs, I looked round me, tho“ un- 
knowing what I ſought, when in an Inſtant a lovely 
Perſonage, who they told me was Wiſdom, took my 
Hand and led me to the Altar, where I found the 
the Marquis de L he embraced me with ten- 
derneſs———our Hands were joined my Heart 
unable to contain the overflowing Tranſport, broke the 
Bands of Sleep, and I ſtarted up, Crying, O ! why good 
Heaven is all this Deluſion. 

This Viſion indeed ſtrangely affected my wakin 
Mind it was then but Break of Day, and 
thought of nothing elſe till Saint Agnes and Madamoiſelle 
De Renneville came in and ſurprized me in the Con- 
templation ; Il! engage, ſaid the latter, that you have had 
a Dream, and have not forgot it as Saint Agnes did; as L 


thought her not a proper Perſon to be entruſted, and had 
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a mind to reſerve that Confidence for my dear Nun, T 
made ule of her Excuſe, and ſaid I remembred nothing 
of it. You are both of you Deceivers, replied ſhe, 1 
know the Secret is a good one, and you nave experienced 
the Benet of it, tho* you conceal it from me; but I'll 
try it my ſeif nex:, and for your Puniſhment, will follow 
your Examp! e, and be henceforward as relerved as your 
ſelves. She poke this with an air of Spite, and went out 


the. Room, which neither of us were troubled at, eſpe- 


cially n:ylelf, who was impatient to communicate to Saat 
Agnes how | had paſſed the Night. 

She was very much ſurprized at hearing it, and told 
me, ſhe could not but be of Opinion there was ſomewhat 
very ſignificant in it; you will go through many Difh- 
culties and great Temptations, my dear Feanetta, ſaid 
the, but Time and Virtue will at length make you 
happy whereas for me no Hope remain my 
Doom is fxed unalterably fixed! I endeavoured to 
divert her from this Idea ſeeing her Eyes full of Tears; 
and as a little Amuſement made her write down my 
Dream, and we afterwards found a good deal of Satis- 
fection in putting cown on Paper the Adventures that 
hai befallen vs. 

One Morning as we were talking on the Miſery it was 
to be condemred to a Cloyſter, without havin ig the leaſt 
Avocation :o that fort of Life ; Madamoiſelle De Kcu— 

neville came to tell us, there was a young Lady, who 


” 


feemed to be a Perſon of Quality, juſt come into the 


Houſe She looks extremely melancholly, ſaid the 
talkative hing. I dare anſwer ſhe is ſome new Victim, 
one may ſee it in the very Air of her Countenance. Both 
myſelf and Saint Annes, were too muca taken up with our 
own Troubles to give any regard to this piece of News, 
Alas! I little thought how nearly this concerned me, ſo 
as we did not ſeem in a Humcur to hear her chat, ſhe left 
us, and we reſumed our Converſation: Saint Aznes 
ſcemed that Day more than ordinarily dejected, and 
cryed, ſhe had ro longer Courage to ſupport her ill 
Fortune, on which I took an occaſion to tell her, that 
unce ſhe ſound it an impoſſibility to reconcile —_— 
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the Profeſſion ſhe had been forced into, I thought it ad- 
viſeable to take ſome Methods for being freed from it; 
and perſwaded her to draw up an account of the waote 
Proceeding, fince ſhe was taken from her Huſband, 

that when a favourable Opportunity arrived, it might be 
ſhewn to the Father of Melicourt, who no doubt would 
exert all his Intereſt to eſpouſe her Caule 
Counſel ſeemed to revive her; ſhe immediately ſet 
about writing a Memorial of the Whole Affur, and added 
to it a Proteſtation againſt her Vows; this proved 
a fortunate ©tep, tho' T then was far from imagining that 
I ſhould ever be employed in it, or that I was oa the 
Point of being ſeparated from this agreendle Companion. 

Juſt as ſhe had made up her Packet, the Bell rung 
to the RefeRory, on which we made all the haſte we 
could down Stairs, having been ofren chid by the Supe- 
rior for coming late, 1 took my Place as ufual at the 
Penſioners Table; the young Lady De Rennevill: had 
told us of was there, ſhe roſe waen I came in, and 
ſaluted me in a very polite Manner ; but, Oh Heavens ! 
how great was my Confuſion, when I found in this 
Stranger a Perſon I had little reaſon to love I 
Perſon whoſe very Name I trembled at and who 
to ſee in this Place, preiaged me nothing but Troubles 
in fins Madamoiſelle D' Elveux. 

I grew pale at this Encounter my Heart beat, 
and an univerſal trembling ſeized me, in fo much that 
I feil back fainting in my Chair 25 I was very 
much beloved, both Nuns and Penſioners ran to my 
Relief: Madamoiſclle D' Elbicux among the reit ; 
but not before having obſerved my Face, and now 
knowing me, ſtarted from the Place, crying out, great 
God! "tis Jeanetta the inſinuating, the dangerous 
Feanetta . — Ah! what brought her here how 
dare ſhe ſhelter herſeff beneath this ſacred Rook: 
having been the occaſion of ſuch Miſchiefs 
Wretch, *tis for her my Brother breathes his laſt 
] recovered enough to hear ſome Part of theſe Exclama- 
tions, the reit Saint Agnes informed me of; the religious 
Company, were too much aſtoniſhed to be able to aſk 
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any Queſtions concerning the meaning of what they 
hears, and the went on raving againſt me, ſaying, I was 
the mou wicked Creature in the World, and that by 
my Artif.ces I had cauſed her Brother to be aſſaſſinated 
then as not enduring to look upon me, ſhe 
few out of the Room, and tilled the whole Convent 
with her Clamours ; but before 1 proceed, it will not be 
improper to make my Reader acquainted with the Occa- 
hon, which unluckily for me, brought her to this 
Convent. 

A Valet de Chambre belonging to the Chevalier 
D' Elbieux having been witneis of the Misfortune, that 
had happened to his Matter, took Poſt, and immediately 
informed Madam his Mother, and that Lady alarmed 
beyond meaſure at the Danger he was in, was juſt ſetting 
out in her Chariot, with her Daughter to go to him, 
when before the got out of the Court-yard a Meſſenger 
arrived from Paris, ſent expreſs by her Huſband the 
Count De N „ Who was then in the Baſtile, on 
account of a Duel with another Perſon ot Quality ; de- 
firing her to repair immediately to him, in order to ſoli- 
cit his Diſcharge ; this Perſon informed her alſo, that 
there was no '] une to be loſt, his Antagoniſt being a 
Man cf great Intereſt. The Counteſs was perfectly 
overwhelmed with this ſecond Diſaſter She re- 
mained ſome time in a molt diſtracting ſuſpence, divided 
between her Duty to her Huſband, and maternal Aﬀec- 
tion for her Son; had ſhe followed the Dictates of her 
Inclination, they would doubtleſs have carried her to the 
Chevalier ; but her Reputation, as being known not to 
be on the beſt terms with the Count, and which neglec- 
ting him on fo preſſing an Occaſion would have con- 
firmed, at length got the better, and ſhe reſolved to go 
te Paris. Madamoiſelle D*E/::«ax was of the fame 
Opinion, but the Tenderneſs ſhe had for her Brother 
made her repreſent to the Countels, that he ought not to 
be abandoned by all his Family, at a Time When his 
Life was in ſuch eminent Danger, ſo obtained her Per- 
miſſion to go to Madam De G — *, But as her 


Caſtle was a cenſiderable way out ct the Road to 2 * 
ar 
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and ſhe could not ſet her down there without looſing a 
whole Day; her Ladyſhip bethought herſelf of this 
Convent, near which ſhe was obliged to paſs, and 
having determined what to do, ordered to be drove 
directly hither, where having left her Daughter, ſhe 
went on to Paris, and Madamoilelle D' Elbieux was to 
take a Polt-Chaiſe from the Village, and ſo proceed 
to the Caſtle of Madam De G=——— 

My ill Fate ordained it fo, that when Madam the 
Counteſs arrived, there was not a Chaiſe in the whole 
Village to be hired for her Daughter, .and the Superior 
to remedy that Difficulty, oftered to ſend to Madam De 
G——— — 3 for one to fetch her; this Propoſal was ac- 
cepted with Thanks by the two Ladies, and the Mother 
proceeded on her Journey, while her Daughter waited at 
our Convent for the coming of the Chaiſe. 

It was the Cuſtom for Strangers to dine in the-Parlour, 
but unhappily for me, Madamoiſelle D"E /bie«x entreated 
ſhe might eat in the Reſectory, and that occaſioned our 
meeting. Chance often produces ſuch odd Events in the 
Affairs of Liſe, that when one makes any Reflection on 
them, they appear rather brought about by Policy and 
Contrivance ; and it is frequently to this, that Perſons 
who make a great Noiſe in the World, either for 
or bad Conduct, owe the Eſtabliſhment of their Cha- 
rafters———— have known a lucky Turn ſet up a 
Coward for a Hero, and a Fool for a Politician ; on the 
other Hand, a truly brave Man become rank'd among 
Cowards, and the ableſt Stateſman conſider'd as a Blun- 
derer So true it is that Succeſs is every Thing, and 
without it, the beſt laid Schemes become the Sport of 
Coxcombs. But to return. 

The outragious Behaviour of Madamoiſelle D' E/bteux, 
drew after her a great Number both of Nuns and Pentt- 
oners to enquire into the Cauſe, and her Reſentment, er 
I may juſtly ſay her Malice againſt me, made her omit 
nothing that ſhe thought might leſſen me in their Eſteem 3 
ſhe gave them the Hiltory of my Birth, made the Paſſion 
I had for the Marquis De appear in the 
molt ridiculous Light, accuſed me of having encouraged 
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her Brother's Deſigns upon me, and the betraying him to 
His Riva! told them I was the mott artful Hypocrite 
thatever was, and that under a ſeeming Modeity, couched 
a Temper that rendered it dangerous to hold any Con- 
veriation with me. Let any one judge what influence 
ſuch a Repreſentation of me mult have among Perſons 
ſuch as it was made to — the Abbeſs above all was par- 
ticular'y piqued at being impoled on by Madam De 
G In my Account, and aſſured Madamoilelle 
DP Filicux, that fince I was ſuch a Creature, ſhe would 
not iuffer ine to remain long under that ſacred Roof. 

As I was informed of all this by Madamoiſelle DP. 
Rennevilie,who would let nothing eſcape her that afforded 
matter of Taik, I pats'd all that Day and Night in the 
malt cruet Agitations the amiable Saint Agnes 
quitted me as ſeldom as ſhe could, and uſed her utmoſt 
efforts to mitigate my Troubles: Take Courage, my 
dear Zeanetia, faid ſhe, you will one Day ſurmont all 
theſe Diftculties, and triumph over thoſe whoſe are 
cauſeleſly your Enemies. I am Prophet enough to aſſure 
you, that every thing that now ſo much diſtreſſes you, 
will hereaſter afford you only Satisfaction to reflect upon, 
as Evils paſt, enhance a preſent Good———— but con- 
tinued ſhe, you muit practice in the mean Time, both 
Policy and Patience, if you appear too much dejected 
the whole Convert will give credit to what the malicious 
Madamoitelle D' E/5/cux has faid of you-——indeell 
the Venom of her Tongue exceeds all Deſcription, and 
I believe ſhe is yet orie than you who ſuffer ſo much by 
her can conceive————however, you have this Con- 
ſolation, that you are very much beloved here, and every 
one is loth to harbour an ill Opinion of you. 

Ah! my dear Friend, anſwered I, the force of 
Calumny is great, and finds an caſy et trance into the 
Minc but that I look not on as the greateſt of my 
Misfortunes ; wien this cruel Woman arrives at the 
Caſtle of Madam De G—— have I not cauſe to fear 
her Tears and Remonſtrances againit me will turn the 
Heart of my only Pretectreſs againit me the good 
Lady has indeed had trouble cnough on my 8 

an 
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and will not the Reflection of the Miſchiefs J have in- 
nocently occaſioned, render her averſe to eſpouſing me 
any longer I well remember that before theſe 
fatal Accidents, the Letter wrote to her by Madamoiſelle 
D' Elbieux half balanced her againſt me, and had it not 
been for my Behaviour on the Account of the Offers made 
me by Monſieur her Huſband, I knew not whither I 
had to long preſerved myſelf in her Favour————but 
added I, there ſeems now no other Probability than that of 
being caſt off for ever—the manner in which ſhe quitted me 
at our laſt Interview—her Silence ſince, are all Preſages af 
my being totally abandoned by her, and to compleat my 
Misfortunes, 1 ſhall doubtleſs be turned out of this Con- 
vent, a Place once hateful to me, but ſince honoured 
with your Friendſhip no leſs agreeab le beſides 
where can I wander—— here hope to be received 
who for the future will afford any Aſylum to a Wretch 
whoſe ill Fate is infectious, and brings a train of Miſeries 
to every Place ſhe comes ? 

As I was thus lamenting, and the ſweet tempered 
Saint Agnes endeayouring to conſole me, a Meſſen 

was ſent to call me to the Abbeſs, and told me at the ſame 
Time, that a Chaiſe from the Caſtle being arrived, 
Madamoiſelle D' E/bieux had that Inſtant leſt the 
Monaſtery. See here, cried I, the beginning of the 
new Misfortunes that attend me. I ſaid no more, bat 
Saint Agnes making a Sign that ſhe waited my return in 
her Cell, I followed the Nun who had come for me. 

I entered into the Chamber of Madam the Superior, 
with trembling Limbs, and an akeing Heart, ſhe was 
encompaſſed by ſeveral of the oldeſt among the. Siſter- 
hood, who I heard as I paſſed along were ſpeaki 
with great Vehemence ; but were all ſilent as ſoon as 
appeared. Come near, ſaid the Abbeſs, Madamoiſelle 
Feanetta, I deſire you will inform me, as there is no 
room to doubt but you can, the Motives which induced 
Madam De G to impoſe on me, by making you 


paſs for her Neice—had ſhe thought fit to have made me 
a Confidant in this Affair, perhaps it had been better for 
you, eſpecially as I have many Obligations to that 

| Lady, 
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Lady, and never bluſhed to acknowledge them 
the whole Convent here can teltify I never went about to 
conceal the leaſt Part of the Favours I have received 
from her in all appearance you are very: dear to 
her, the adopting the Daughter of a poor Peaſant is a 
convincing Proof of it don't be under any Confuſion, 
continued ſhe, ſeeing the Colour come into my Face at 
this reproach, you came too well recommended to ap- 
prehend any ill treatment from me, notwithſtanding all 
has been ſaid to perſuade me to a contrary Behaviour—— 
but don't think to deceive me any lon I know 
too much not to be made acquainted with the whole, and 
that alone can entitle you to an Abode here — conſider 
therefore, whether it is beſt ſor you to malte me your 
Friend, or to provide for yourſelf elſewhere. 

This Diſcourſe coming from the Mouth of a Perſon 
reverend for her Years, as well as Proſeſſion, made me 
ſhed Tears ; while I was drying my Eyes, I had time 
to reflect what Anſwer 1 ſhould make, and concluded 
not to comply with her Deſires, or pretend to give any 
Explanation of my Affairs, till I had heard from Madam 
De G———, who I doubted not but after ſeeing Mada- 
moiſelle D' EHHieux would come to ſome Reſolution about 
me, and either ſend a Meſſenger, or write to me what 
I had to depend upon o I replied to the Abbeſs 
that I knew Madamoiſelle D' E/bieux too well to expect 
any thing from her but ill Offices; but as to the Aſ- 
perſions ſhe had loaded me with, Time would beſt declare 
whither I merited them or not I added that I had 
nothing that I deſired to keep ſecret either from her or 
the whole Convent ; but as Madam De G—had been 

leaſed to introduce me, I thought it would be a Breach 
of the Duty owing from me to that Lady, if I ſaid any 
thing farther than ſhe had been pleaſed to reveal, without 
receiving Per miſſion from her; and that, tho" 1 fourd 
nothing in the Convent, but what was perfe&tly agreeable 
tome, I was ready to quit it, if it ſhould be abſolutely 
required I ſhould do ſo. 

The Abbeſs ſeemed a little ſurprized at the Reſolution 
with which I expreſſed myſelf, and after whiſpering to 
one 
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one of the Nuns, made a Sign to me to retire, which [ 

gladly did, making a profound Reverence, and went to 

meet Saint Agnes in her Cell, where ſhe impatiently exp 
ected me. 

I found her in Tears, and was obliged to comfort her 
in my turn; the Apprehenſions of loſing me alarmed her 
cruelly, ſhe had no other Perſon in whom ſhe durſt 
confide, and had received as well as myſelf many Ad- 
vantages in the mutual Truſt we repoſed in each other, 
and which neither of us were capable of abuſing ; and 
ſure there are Pleaſures in the ſociety of a faithful Friend, 
a kind of ſecond- elf to whom one may ſafely commu- 
nicate the ſecret Wiſhes of one's Heart, which not only 

ive a double reliſh to good Fortune, but are an infinite 
Rel ief in the moſt ſharp and poignant Diſappointments 
We paſt the remainder of that Day in the moſt tender 
Proteſtations of preſerving an everlaſting Regard to each 
other, nor parted till the Night was very far advanced. 

Notwithſtanding the perplexity of my Mind, I was 
very near falling a ſleep, when I heard the Door of my 
Cell open, and ſomebody come in I could not 
help being frighted, not being able to imagine who 
ſhould enter at ſuch an Hour————are you awake, 
beautiful Jeanetta, ſaid Saint Agnes, for it was ſhe? 
O Heaven ! is it you, cried I, then ventering to lift 
my Head above the Cloaths, I proteſt you ſet me into 
a Fit of Trembling. Whom but me, reſumed ſhe, 
ſmiling, or one like me could you expect in this Place, 
in any other indeed, a Lover might have been 
natural enough ; but our Hiſtory will afford no ſuch 
Adventures, eſpecially as the Men are much leſs enter- 
priſing in theſe Times, than the former, if we give 
credit to Romances: In finiſhing theſe Words ſhe ſet 
down a Candle ſhe had brought with her, and placed 
herlelf on my Bed-ſide. She had on a Night Dreſs, 
which became her ſo perfectly well, that 1 could not 
forbear complementing her upon it. Alas, ſaid ſhe, 
how can you amuſe yourſelf with taking notice of ſuch 
Trifles ; but it is a proof that we Women, tho' taken up 
with the molt {crious Affairs, have always a ſpare Place 
in 
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in our XIinds, for every thing that relates to Beaut) 
ought I not rather to have expected you ſhould have 
aſked me what had induced me to diſturb you at this 
late Hour ? Take care, cried I, in the ſame tone, that 
I dont accuſe you of as great an Impropriety is 
it poilible for any thing 4c Cear to me as you are to give 
me any Diſturbance; ht you ſeem to have Letters in 
your Hand, continued | per--iving ſhe had Papers, have 
you received ary News ? Alas ! from who ? faid ſhe, 
theſe are what we wrote together the other Day. I was 
no ſooner in Bed than | refleted on what had paſſed 
yeſterday and to-day, au as | judge it will not be lon 
before you leave this Place, 1 thought it would be a 
neceſſary Precaution to commit this Memorial and Pro- 
teſtation to your care, while i had an Opportunity; for 
who knows but your Departure may be too precipitate, 
and we may be too much obſerved for me to do it at the 
Time of taking leave beg alſo, that as ſoon as 
your own Affairs are a little ſettled, you will get theſe 
Papers conveyed by a ſafe Hand, to the Father of Me- 
licourt you ſee | have ſome Self. intereſt, mingled 
with my Friendſhip ; but I only enjoyn this in Caſe ! 
am ſo unhappy as to looſe you; ard the Certainty that 
you will not neglect me in a Buſineſs on which my very 
Life depends, is all the Conſolation I have in the 
Thoughts of being ſeparated from you. 

I ſhall be far from attending the Certainty of my Fate 
for the getting theſe Papers delivered, anſwered I, you 


_=_ your Society, to prove the Sincerity of my Friend- 
ip to you, and the Regard 1 ſhall always bear to tlie 
precious remembrance of it, ſhall be the firit of my 
Cares——1 have too much experienced the Torments 
of Suſpence mylelf, to leave you a Prey to them, when 
I ſhall be happy enough to have it in my power to rid 
you of them————:t was indeed my Duty to have 
prevented your Deiires on this Occafion, and entreated 
you would entruſt me with ſo material a Negotiation 
that I did not do ſo, my Perplexities can only excuſe— 
but I will endeavour to atone for it by my future Dili- 
gence, . Saint 
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Saint Agnes teſtified her Gratitude for this aſſurance 
by a tender Embrace, after which we paſſed great Part 
of the Night, in conſulting on proper Meaſures for the 
delivery of theſe Letters, and for conveying the Anſwers 
to her, I took down in Writing the Names of the Per- 
ſons and Places ; and when we had fixed on every Thing 
proper to be done, ſhe retired to her own Cell, and left 
me to my Repoſe. | 
Two Days paſſed over without my hearing any News, 
and what I ſuffered in this Uncertainty, of what was to 
be done with me, was not much inferior to the knowing 
the worſt that could be decreed—On the Third, how- 
ever, about ten in the Morning I was -elieved ; Madam 
De G———wrote a Letter to the Superior; defiring 
her to put me into the Hands of the Bearer, without 
mentioning any Thing farther, than that ſhe would ſee 
her in a ſhort Lime. I was with her when this Expreſs ar- 
rived, at which ſhe ſhook her Head in Token of being 
not well pleaſed, and cried out, this is myſterious indeed ! 
Then ordered me to pack up my things, and went to 
her Cloſet to write an Anſwer to Madam De G — 
Saint Arges who was preſent would have accompanied 


me; but ſhe was ordered to keep her Place — they 


doubtleſs had ſome Suſpicion, that ſhe would take the 
Opportunity of my leaving the Convent, to charge me 
with ſome Commiſſion ; but as it happened, they took 
this Precaution a little too late ſo true it is, that 
one cught not to defer any Thing till to-morrow, that 
one can do to-day, 

I went to my Cell, with a great Confuſion of Mind 3 
but that did not hinder me from getting myſelf ready in a 


very little Time; and as ſoon as 1 was fo, I went to 


Madam the Superior's Chamber, to take my leave of 
ber, which ſhe received with a great deal of Coldnels ; 
but it was not ſo with the Community as well as Pen- 
ſioners, every one of them embraced me, and gave me 
all the Demonſtrations of their good Will, that can be. 
imagined, and much more than I expected: Even the 
gay De Remeville ſhed Tears, but poor Saint Agnes 


wept bitterly, as I kiſſed her, and ſqueezed her by the 
Hand, . Till 
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Till now I had not ſeen the Perſon who was ſent for 
me; but Ws extremely pleaſed when I found it was 
Chriftiza, the favourte Woman of Madam De G 
of whom I ipoke in the ſecond Part of theſe Memoirs. 
Ah, my dear Chrijt:aa, ſaid I, as we went into the 
Chaiie, what have you to tell me? Has my excellent 
Benefactreſs the ſame Pity for me, ſhe has been ac- 
cuſtomed to treat me with? I have many Things, faid 
ſhe, to acquaint you with; but ſhall defer the. Recital, 
till we get out of the Village hen looking on me 
more earneſtly than ſhe had done b fte. Oh Heaven! 
added ſhe, how you are altered! Nothing, anſwered J, 
ought to be leis ſurprizing, I have not enjoyed one Mo- 
ment's Peace ſince I came into this Convent, and Grief 
you know is no Friend to Beauty; but I have this to 
conſole me, that if a ſmall Affliction ſerves to caſt me 
down, a little Contentment is ſufficient to re- eſtabliſſi 
me. | 
It would be but impertinent to ſay I was impatient for 
the News ſhe brought me, the Reader will eafily be- 
lieve I was extremely ſo——as ſoon as I found we were in 
the open Country, I reminded Chriſtina of her Promiſe ; 
yes, beautiful Fearetta, anſwered ſhe, I have abundance 
to ſay ; for I love you too well to conceal any Thing 
from you dare lay a Wager you'll not be able 
to gueſs who is the occaſion of your being taken from the 
Convent. No, faid I, ſure the thing is not ſo much a 


Riddle- I could be removed only by the Good- 
neſs of Madam De G or the Malice of Mada- 
moiſelle D* Elbieux. | 


No, anſwered ſhe, it is the Chevalier D' Elbieux, at 
the Point of Death, he repents him of the Injuries he 
has done you—— He begs with fincere Tears to ſee 
you, and knowing the Averſion his Siſter has to you, 
has made her promiſe to receive you Kindly that 
young Lady on her arrival at our Houſe, was ſo outra- 
geous againſt you, that my Miſtreſs without quarrelling 
with her, could not urge any thing in your behalf; 
but ſhe is grown much more moderate ſince her Brother 
has declared his Intentions, and to pleaſe him has con- 


ſented. 
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ſented to a friendly behaviour toward you 3 ſhe even 
ſeems concerned to have ever been your Enemy; but 
alas ! *tis eaſy to perceive this Change is but affected, 
and that ſhe ſtill retains a ſecret Rancour in her Heart. 

I know her, ſaid I, and fhall never place any Confi- 
dence in he. but what more have you to tell me, 
continued I ? What do they ſay of me? in 
what manner am I to be diipoſed ?!—— —Ah, FJeanetta, 
TZeanetta, replied ſhe, tis eaſy to ice the lovely Mar- 
quis is not forgotten by you, and that under all theſe 
Quellions, the deſire of hearing ſomewhat of him is 
principally couch'd; and tho' it is what I am poſitively 
forbid, I think the command too unjuſt to be obeyed, 
and will let you into the ſecret of every thing, depend- 
ing on your Diſcretion never to let it be known 1 have 
tranſgreſſed my Orders. 

The ſame Day, continued the obliging Chri//:xa, that 
Madame De came back from vifiting you at 
the Menat.ery, ſhe received a Letter from the Marquis, 
who begged in the moſt paſſionate Terms to hear News of 
you ; adding that he ſtill flattered himſelf a Time would 
come in which he might be allowed to make her a {uita« 
bie and publ.ck acknowledgement, for the Protection ſhe 
had been ſo good to grant you. The Valet de Chambre 
who brought this, had Orders from his Lord to ſee you, 
and I ſuppoſe to deliver you a Letter alſo, had but juſt 
Time to receive an Anſwer from Madam De G——— 
ſhe obliging him to return immediately, being under | 
nent the Marquis ſhould not be ſoon 
enough apprizedꝭ that his Adventure with the Chevalier 
D' Elbicux, made more Noiſe than he imagined, and 
that his Valet if he made any Stay would be arreſted. 

My Lady's Fears were but too juſtly grounded, Du- 
bois had not left the Caſtle two Hours before an Exempt 
arrived with 'L#tes de Cachet to ſearch for, and ſeize ; 
the young Marquis De J. the Chevalier 
DL Elbicux, you, my dear deere and all concerned 
in that unhappy Affair. Not only the Caſtle, but the 
Village alſo ſuffered the ſtricteſt Scrutiny imaginable 
$0 confident was the Exempt of finding thoſe he * 

F, 
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for, and ſo exact in the execution of his Orders, that he 
would have taken the Chevalier out of his Bed and 
carried him away ; had not the Surgeons who attended 
him, declared that to remove him in that Condition 
would be murder. On this he was obliged to content 
himſelf with drawing up a Proceſs, and having left him 
in the Cuſtody of proper Cflizers, returned to give an 
Account how far he had proceeded. Monſieur De G— 
ſet out at the ſame Time, and having joined his Intereſt, 
with that of the Friends of the Parties concerned, the 
Affair was a little mitigated, and thoie troubleſome Gueſs 
the Soldiers ordered to leave the Caſtle; but tho' the 
Marquis as well as the Chevalier is connived at by par- 
ticular Fayour, the former is forbid appearing in Publick 
till farther Orders, and as for your Part, lovely 
Feanetta, you are entirely exempted from the Grace 
granted to your rival Lovers ; the Court being informed, 
that you were the Cauſe of this Duel has commanded, 
that whenever, or wherever you ſhall be found, you ſhall 
forthwith be ſeized, and put in Priſon. Ah! my God, 
cried I, then tis to deliver me up that I am ſent for 
from the Monaitry. No, no, anſwered ſhe, I ama very 
certain that while you are with my Lady you will be 
ſecure, but as to how ſhe intends to place you after- 
wards I cannot pretend o ay; but I ſuppoſe you will 
know it from her own ſouth. 

All that 1 can tel} you farther is, that the moſt im- 
Pacable Enemy you have is the old Marquis De LV—, 
it was hi Reſentment againſt you, that firſt occaſioned 
your Name to be in ſerted in the Letter de Catchet, and 
on his hgaring you had eſcaped the ſearch, and ſuſpec- 
ting my Lady had concealed you ſomewhere, he wrote 
a Letter to her, in which he ſevere y reproached her, 
for having given you ſhelter in her Calle, which he ſaid 
occaſioned the Rencounter chat endangered his Son's Life. 
In fine, he will be ſati-fed, with no leſs than your Con- 
finement during Lite he offers to pay your Pen- 
ſion in a Monaliry, or even a Dowry with you, if you 
will become a Nun She was going on, but I was 
too much intereſted to forbear interrupting her to — 
What 
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what Madam De G ſaid to all this——— can- 
not reſolve you ſo far, replied Chriſtina, her Ladyſhip 
has not communicated her Thoughts to me on that Sub- 
ject ; but there is no probability the will abandon you 
the charge ſhe gave me to draw up the Glaſſes, and hide 
you as much as poſſible, from the Sight of any one as we 
paſs through the Village, may convince you how ſoli- 
citous ſhe is that you ſhould not be apprehended. 

The Good-nature of this Woman made her add much 
more for my Conſolation ; but all ſhe could urge was 
ineffectual: Fear and Grief had the Aſcendant over all, 
and I gave myſelf up to Tears, and to Complainings— 
I regretted a thouſand Limes during this little Journey, 
that J had ever left the homely ottage, where I firſt | 
jaw Light Ah! my dear Father, Mother, Siler 
and Relations, cried I, tow eaſy were my Days, when 
under your Protection————O ! that I were with you | 
again in the ſaſe and peaceful Village, harraſſed with no | 

. 
4 


Cares, diverted with innocent and ſimple Pleaſures, my 
Sleep unbroken, and my waking Thoughts entirely un- 
diſturbed ; but alas, thoſe happy Times are paſt, and 
never never ſhall I fee the like again. 

In this melancholly Humour, did 1 continue till we 
reach'd the Village, where agreeable to her Lady's 
Orders, the good Chri/tina ſet herſelf in my Lap, and 
took all imaginable care to conceal me; tae Poſtilion, 
who had likewiſe his Inſtructions, did not ſet us down 
till we came into the inner Court of the Caſtle, whence 1 
paſs'd by a Pair of back Stairs into the Cloſet of Madam 
De G—. Chriſtina ran immediately to let her know I 
was there, while I waited her approach with a 2 
of Heart, and a trembling that I cannot exprels. 

I ſee you then once more, my poor Feaneita, ſaid that 
Lady as ſhe came into the Room, indeed your Fate is 
very averſe -I wiſh 1 had never ſeen you———— 
Hove you too well not to take part in your Sufferings, 
and tho' you are far from meriting theſe Misfortunes, 
yet you are not the leſs wretched what to do for 


you, or with you I know not———Chri/tina has doubt- 
tis told you what has happen'd, and how ſtrenuouſſy 
Monſieur 
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Monſieur the Marquis De L— Y—preſſes to have you 
put into his Hands. Monfieur De G——— is alſo. 
of Opinion that I ought to comply with that Nobleman's 
Requeſt, who has engaged his Word and Honour, that 
you ſhall be treated with all imaginable Lenity and In- 
dulgence———yet notwithſtanding this, the Friendſhip 
I have for you, renders me fearful and irreſolute. 
Ah, Madam, cried I, throwing myſelf at her Feet, 
have pity on the unfortunate Feanetta; if you forſake 
me, I ſhall die with Grief and Deſpair. - Tho' I ſhould 
even depend on the Promiſes of Monſieur the Marquis, 
in ſpite of the Reaſons he has to be diſſatisfied with me, 
have I not cauſe to dread freſh Adventures, perhaps, 
more fatal than the paſt will enſue you know hiz 
Son, and may gueſs what his Paſſion for me will make 
him do no ſooner would he hear I was in his 
Father's Power, than he would hazard every Thing to 
ſee me, and deliver me from my Confinement 
thoſe who had the charge of guarding me would doubt- 
leſs oppoſe it, what might not then be the Conſequence 
what Miſchiefs, Murders ——-diſtrafting Thoughts 
O fave me, Madam, from theſe new Diſaſters turn 
me rather out to wander in the Woods—— —commit my 
future Fate to chance let me go hence this Night— 
FI! hide my ſelf among Rocks, and take my Lodging in 
a Cave, rather than by my unlucky Preſence, create 
Confuſion among thoſe whom I would die to pleaſe. 
Comfort yourtelf, replied that excellent Lady, per- 
ceiving I was in great Agitation, I will conſider farther 
on your Affair, and when I have reſolved ſhall let you 
know in the mean Time ſtay here, while I goto 
the Chevalier's Chamber, and fee if he is in a Condi- 
tion to receive you for four and twenty Hours he 
has done nothing but call for you bis Siſter, as J 
ſe my Woman has informed you, has endeavcured 
all ſhe could to divert him from the defire of ſeeing you, 


but this Contradiction had like to proved fatal; it threw 


him into a Fit little different from Death itſelf, and 
Madamoiſelle D' E/bieux grieved to the Soul for hav- 


ing been the Cauſe, implored his Pardon, 3 
, him 
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him ſhe would henceforward be your Friend, and if you 
were brought hither give you the ſincereſt Welcome 
the unhappy Chevalier teſtied how kindly he took this 
Promiſe by a thouſand Embraces, then ſaid, that if he 
could once ſpeak to you, he would give content to every 
body. He ſent immediately after this for a Notary, 
who they ſay has made his Will the poor young 
Gentleman is very ill, the Phyſicians affirm he cannot re- 
cover without a Miracle, his Fever being continually 
vpon him Farewell, Feanelta, added ſhe, as ſhe 


went out -you ſhall ſoon hear from me be as 


ealy as you can Perhaps the ſupreme Director of 
our Actions will have Compaſſion on you. 

Madam De G was ſcarce out of the Cloſet, be- 
fore Madamoiſelle D' E/b:eux appeared ſhe turned 
Pale at Sight of me, and I doubt not but I did the ſame ; 
ſhe kad however more Courage than I, and was the firſt 
that advanced, ſo great a 'Trembling ſeized me, that I 
was incapable of even meeting her, as the vaſt Diſparity 
between our Births required 1 ſhould have done 
Deareſt Feanetta, ſaid that Lady, I flatter myſelf, from 
a perfect Confidence in your Goodneſs, that you will 
pardon all the Vexations I have occaſioned you——the 
Fears I was always in of the Misfortune that has now 
happened, made me look upon you with an Eye of 


Enmity; but the Entreaties of my Brother, and che 


Patience with which you have born my ill Treatment, 
have entirely extinguiſhed all my Animoſity but 
my Brother's Condition allows no time for Ceremony— 
come with me to ſee him, perhaps your Preſence will 
contribute to reſtore him to me———alas, 1 fear they 
conceal half his Danger from me. 

This Behaviour of Madamoiſelle D* Elbieux was ex- 
tremely touching to me, a Perſon ſincere in their own 
Nature is eaſily impoſed upon, by the appearance of it 
in others. I could make no reply to what ſhe ſaid, but 
returned, her Embrace, accompanied with Tears, and 
perceiving ſhe waited for me, preſented her my Hand, for 
her to lead me to the Chamber of the Chevalier—the mo- 
ment we came within the Dor. be of good Heart, 
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my dear Brother faid ſhe, here is Feanetta come to 
viſit you Feanxetta whom 1 ſhall henceforth 
love with the greateſt 'Tendernels——nay doat upon, 
if I find the Sight of her as efficatious as I hope it will 
be -a pale and d ath-like Hand, then put the 
Curtain back, and ſtrait I heard a feeble Voice cry, 
where, where is ſhe if I ſee her 1 ſhall die content. As 
the Room was darkned they brought Candles, and 1 
advanced towards the Bed-iide tho' not without ſome 
terror, remembering the Diſpofition he had been of; but 
that immediately vaniſhed, and a real Compaſſion ſuc- 
ceeded when I tound the State he now was in. 

Since I ſee you again, 114 he, I have nothing more 
to aſk in relation to this World torgive me, O! tco 
beautiful Fearnerta, for the eſtects of an ungovernable 
Paſſion the Misfortunes ] have brought upon you, 
my Death will ſoon atore———P--O ! may alf knowing 
Heaven convince you of my ſincere Contrition for my 
criminal Deſigns upon your innocence All 1 wiſh 
to live for, is to give you Proofs of it, and to ſhew the 
World that divine Grace has enlightned my Heart, to 
ſee with abhorence the Blackneſs of my Attempts to 
ſeduce ſo perfect a Virtue. 

In the room of theſe wild Deſires, continued he, 
with which I was formerly poſſeſt, accept I beſeech you, 


lovely Maid, the ſincereſt Friendſhip and the pure: 


Wiſhes, and believe that whether I live or die, J am in- 
capable of changing the Sentiments I now have for you— 
let the Marquis know when n-+t you ſee him, that 1 
regret the Diſquiets I have occaſion'd him as for 
yours I will make ſome ſmall reparation—— — 

As he was ſpeaking ſome twitching Anguiſh ſeized 
him, and he broke off tora Moment, then cried out, O 
Feanetta, Feanetta, pray Heaven to forgive my Crimes, 
you: Innocence wil obtain Mercy for me 
then lifting up bis Hands and Eyes, ſeemed to pray in- 
ternally ; aſter w 1ich he turned to his Valet de Chambre, 
and bid him give nim what he had ordered him to ſeal. 
The Gentlenian than delivered him a Packet, which he 
preſented to me, ſaying, accept Aus, as ſome Part of 

Compen 
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Compenſation for the Troubles I have cauſed you 
It is a Contract for twenty thoufand Francs left me by 
an Uncle, ſo of no Prejudice to my Family 
Madamoiſelle D' EIbGicux is already apprized of it, 
approves my Intention, and has promiſed to make ſome 
Addition to it is it not true, my dear Siſter, you 
have loved me too well Living, to oppoſe my Will after 
my Death. 

The poor Chevalier who drew Tears from all about 
him, ſeemed to have a glimpſe of Joy, when he beheld 
hi; Siſter give me a Kiſs, as a Confirmation of what ke 
{aid—O, I am ſatisſied— I am ſatisfied, cried he, this is 
what I moſt earneſtly wiſned -I have no more to do but to 
implore Mercy from the divine Dern, for all the irregu- 
larities of my Life, in ſpeaking theſe Words he vrefſed 
my Hand, weak as he was; then embraced his vifler, 
and having returned Thanks to Madam De G tor 
all her Favours, and made an obligirg Sign to all pre- 
ſent, his Confeſſor was called in, and we all retired, 

We paſt eight Days in ſuſpenſe for the Chevalier? 
D' F /bicux"s Lite lometimes flattered with Hopes, 
at others there appeared not the leaſt ſign of his Recovery, 
— his Symptoms were {o various, that the Phyſicians 
were divided in their Opinions all that Time, but on 
the Ninth agreed, that if the Fever left him in twelve 
Hours he would be out of Dangei————that Night it 
did ſo; every Body rejoyced at the Change, nur was 
] lefs affected with it than the reſt: The Sincerity there 
appeared of his being truly Penitent, made me regard 
him now with as much good Will as 1 before had done 
with Deteſlation. Xladamoiſelle D' Elbicux now 
treated me with the utmoſt Tenderneis; it was ſhe 
who came running into my Chamber, and brought me 
the firſt News of her Brother's Amendment, declaring 
ai the ſame Time, that if he recovered, ihe would ever 
acknowledge herſelf obligfd to me alone, under Heaven, 
for ſo great a Bleiling. I returned theie Civiiities with 
a real Affection — Alas ! I little ſaſpeted that all 
ſhe did was Artince, aud that ſhe feigned to love me 
ouly the eaſier io undo me) and to put iu practice Defigns 
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ſhe was then forming againit me of the moſt cruel 
Nature. 

The Chevalier D'E/5;cux at laſt obtained new Life 
and Health, and proved that he had in good earnelt alſo 
rec vered thoſe Sentiments of Honour and Probity, which 
had too long been dead in him. He ſhewed himſelf en- 
tirely cured of his Paſſion for me; but ſeemed oppreſt 
with a heavy Melancholy, and as if he was meditating 
ſome important Deſign : This made me ſometimes ap- 
prehenſive that he had but affected a return of Virtue, 
and was contriving ſome new Enterprize againſt my 
Virtue———when we have been once deceived by a 
Perſon, we are apt on every little Accident to fear the 
like again; but in this I was happily miſtaken, Cares of 


a a different and more ſublime Nature, were now the 


employment of his Thought:z— who would have ex- 
pected it O Providence ! how wonderful are thy 
Decrees. | 

One Evening attended only by his Valet de Chamber, 
the Chevalier went out of the Caſtle, as we ſuppoſed to 
take the Air, after ſo long a Confinement ; but not re- 
turning the whole Night all the Family, particularly his 
Siſter, were very much alarmed I had my own 
Reflection on this Abſence ; but as it ſoon proved, were 
injurious to him: About Eleven in the Morning Madam 
De: G ſent for me into her Chamber, I found her 
in Tears with a Paper in her Hand, and was apprehen- 
ive of tome Misforture ; what Madam, cried I, more ill 
News, will my ill Fate never ſuffer me to enjoy a 
Moment's Eaſe ? Don't be alarmed, my dear Jeanelta, 
faid this amiable Lady, 'tis nothing that concerns yor, 
or if it does, no farther than to engage your Pity and 
vour Wonder but IVI not keep you in Suſpenſe, 
read this Letter, and judge if it has not a right to make 
an Impreſſion on the \lind ; wgo indeed could have for- 
een an Event like this! With theſe Words ſhe put the 
Paper into my Hand, and to my great Surprize I found 
it Contained as follows: 


To 
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To the moſt perfet Patron. of Virtue Madam De G — 


Ardon me, Madam, that I departed without taking 
my leave, and thanking you in form for all the 
Goodneſs with which you have been pleaſed to h020ur 
me, while I was ſo long and ſo troubleſome a Gueſt with 
you, and for, yet to me a greater obligation, your Care 
and Protection of that beauteous Innocence, who, but for 
you, might have fallen a Prey to my baſe Deſigns upon 
her, and I had Opportunity to commit a Crime, the Black- 
neſs of which no Lime, no Penitence, no Lears, not 
even thoſe of my vital Blood could have eraced that 
I am ſaved from ſo dreadful, ſo irreparable a Miſchici, 
and that Virtue triumphs over Vice in the preſervation 
of Feanctta, is owing, Madam, to you—Words wowd 
but poorly 1epreſent the Senſe I have of ſuch an excet- 
lence of Nature ; belides, I am at preſent not enough 
compoſed to attempt it; all that I can ſay is you never 
ſhall be forgotten in my Prayers I have wrote to 
my Siller to acquit the mighty Debt, far as is in her 
Power III flatter myſelf ſhe will not fail. 

Fatal Experience, Madam, having convinced me, that 
this Life is ſubjected to nething but Paſſions and Dita) « 
pointments, and fully ſentible, that the Things which 
ſeem of moſt Importance to us here, and which we 
purſue with the greateſt VWigour, are in the Sight of 
Heaven but meer 1 rifles, often of pernicious Conſequence 
to our eternal Happineſs 3 and that it is certain I mult 
one Day die, and allo give an Account of all m. 
Actions, the Terror of. thoſe I have, and might hereafter 
be guilty of, ſhould J continue in the World, have de- 
termined me to quit it, and ſeek an Aſylum from the 
Temptations of it, among the holy Brotherhood of Catu- 
chins, . I have long been deaf to the Calls of a celettial 
Voice within me, which bad me retire before it was too 
late Heaven has at Jaſt correſponded with my good 
Genius, and enabled me to obey its DiQtates, by 
ſnewing me the Gates of Death, and then ſnatching me 
from them in order that I might recollect wy Offences, 
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and erdeavour to atone for all I have been guilty of. 
doubt not, Madam, but you will applaud my Relo- 
lution I fly to divine ercy, and avoid all occa- 
fions that might endanger a Relapſe into my former 
Courſes I recommend to Madamoiſele D' Elbieux, 
the amiable and virtuous Fearetta, and hope that till 
dear Maid will in the Siſter's good Offices bury in Ob- 
tivion the Memory of the Brother's III fend her a 
Diamond which 1 before forgot, when ſhe is the Mar- 
chioneſs De L V. , as I doubt not but ſhe 
will, and ſincerely pray that ſhe may, it will become her 
Finger I have now done with theſe Toys for ever 
once more beg the Continuance of your generous 
Care over hex till ſhe is ſettled in the World ſhe 
merits it all, and is the lait Requeſt of him who is, with 
the greateſt Reſpect and Gratitude, 


Madam, 
From the Convent Nur moſt obliged and 
of Capuchius, af ret devoted Servant, 
A! | 'D'ELB1Evux. 


I accompanied Madam De G in Tears at the 
reading this Letter, and thoſe being a little abated we 
teil into Diſcourſe concerning the Inſtability of all 
Things in tais World the wonderful Revolutions in 
it of States as well as private Perſons, and. as nothing was 
to be depended on, could not but allow the Chevalier 
was happy in his Reſolution of quitting Nothing cer- 
tunly being to be envied more than a monaſtick Life, 
when it is entered into by Choice, as nothing more 
d read ſul when the eſtect of Force. 

As we were in this ſerious Entertainment, we were on 
a ſudden interrupted by Madamaiielle D' Zabieux 
She flew into the Room more like a Fury than a 
Woman, and finding me there loaded me with Re- 
proaches, as being the occaſion of her Brother's quitting 
the World, and all the Misfortunes of her Family, and 
vowed ſhe would be revenged on my unlucky Face, as ſhe 
termed it. In ſpite of the regard Madam De G 
had for ber Mother the Counteſs, ſhe could not help repri- 
manding 
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manding this Sally of Paſſion, and deſired the would call to 
mind the Chevalier's Intentions, whom ſhe ought not to 
diſturb m his Retreat by the news of her Behaviour, in an 
affair which appeared of ſo much moment to his Peace, and 
then ſhewed her the Letter we had juſt been rrading; on 
which ſhe ſeemed more ſoftned, and having pauicd tome 
Time, as I had afterw::ds reaſon to ſuppoſe, to reflect 
that an open Enmity would be lefs prejudicial to me, than 
a pretended Friendſhip, came to me and embraced me, 
aſked my Pardon, and begg'd I would impute the blame 
of all ſhe had ſaid to the firſt Emotions of her Griet 
for the loſs of a Brother, whom ſhe ſo tenderly loved, 
and not to any diſguſt to me the innocent occaſion ; 1 re- 
ceived theſe Excuſes, and replied to them with the re- 
ſpect due to her Birth. Indeed I could not determine in 
my own Mind, whether they were ſincere or not, 1 
was loth to be gullty of Injuſtice, yet fearful of Contid- 

; but it was not long before the matter was decided, 
— 1 found by experience, that where our Sex Once 
take an Averſion, we are hardly ever reconciled. 

This Lady to comply with her Brother's Requeſt, as 
well as her own Friendſhip, as ſhe pretended, was very 
zealous in perſwading Madam De . - to keep me 
in her Houſe, till I could be otherwiſe diſpoſed of to wy 
Inclination——that Lady not ſuſpecting her black 
Deſigns, as Candor takes all the World to be like itſelf, 
placed an entire Confidence in what ſhe ſaid, and was 
truly rejoyced at this ſeeming return of Good-nature. 

Madamoiſelle D' E/hieux left us two Days after, to 
rejoin Madam her Mother, who wrote to inform her of 
the Enlargement of the Count, and to rejoice with her 
on the Recovery of the Chevalier, of whoſe Retirement 
they had not yet heard. She took her leave of me, 
with all the Marks of a tender Affection, and kiſſed me 
as ſhe went into her Chaiſe—this was the laſt Time 
ſheever did ſo, and was in order to prevent me from 
any Apprehenſions of the Blow ſhe was going to Krike. 

Three or four Days after her Departure Madam De 
G——— =zcceived a Letter from her, in which ber 
ons to me were not omitted, and ſhe fo proſing 
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reiterated what ſhe before had faid concerning my re- 
maining in the Caſtle, that I began to depend on her 
Kindnels, and to baniſh from my Breaſt all remem- 
brance of her former Proceedings. 

Early tbe next Morning I received a Letter of infinitely 
more Conſequence: Dubois was the Bearer of a thouſand 
tender Vows, from my dear Marquis : That faithful 
Lover acquainted me, he was then in Lorrair, that he 
eſcaped being taken by the Exempt only by two Days, 
that he now had hopes of receiving Permiſſion to return 
to Paris, but that his Father had wrote to him, adviſing 
him to take a Journey into Germany, in order to make 
him forget his late Adventures; but did not make any 
mention of me, which he was a little ſurprized at, as 
knowing the Humour of the old Marquis ; and feared 
he had tome Intentions againſt me, that he could not as 
yet comprehend : He entreated me to give him a full 
Account of my preſent Situation, and that I would not 
yield to Affliction, aſſuring me that he would labour 
inceſſintly not only for my Intereſt, but my Peace of 
Mind. 

V hat a charming Truce did this give to my Diſquiets, 
— lecute in the moſt perfect Affection and Efteem of 
the Man I loved, all other Difficulties ſeemed for a 
Time unworthy my Regard: Tis indeed natural for a 
Ferfon accuſtomed to Vexations to lay hold of every little 
matter of Conſolation, and to be more elevated in thoſe 
Intervals of atisfaction, than one whole Life is unche- 
quer'd with Misfortune: the Bitterneſs of the one, 
renders the other doubly Sweet, and Pleaſure is truly 


Pleaſure when it ſucceeds Pain. I wrote a long Detail 


of cvery Thing had happened to me ſince the Marquis's 
Departure, and was not inferior to him in Point of 
Tenderneſe————he deſired I ſhould treat him with- 
out reſerve, nor was I under any Apprehenſions he would 
think I wanted Nicety, in paying this Deference to a 
Man who had ſuffered ſo much for me, and in whole 
Affection I was ſo much honoured. 

Dubois aſſured me he would have my Letter in two 
Days, and ſaid he, even that Time will be to bim an 
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Age——— midſt all theſe Amuſements which would 
engage the Heart of any other Man, he languiſhes to 
hear News of his adorable Feanetta, and all the Endea- 
vours made uſe of to pleaſe, ſerve rather to fatigue him. 

A ſecret Inquietude of which I was not Miſtreſs made 
me queſtion this Man ; he had told me that the Town 
where the Marquis reſided was full of very lovely and 
accompliſhed Women, and that his Lord was greatly 
admired by them; I cannot ſay whether it was Jeatouty 
or ſimple Curiolity, that made me deſirous of knowing 
what kind of Beauties theſe Lorrainers were, ſo made 
him fit down while I dreit my Head, and *he gave me 
the following Account. 

The Town where we are, ſaid he, is called Pont-a- 
Mun; the Situation is extremely delightſul, and one 
finds enough there not to regret the Pleaſures of Parts, 
a thing one cannot ſay of hardly any other City in the 
World the Nobility are extremely Polite, and 
the Citizens very Obliging the Women as well 
bred and eaſy in their Converſation, as thoſe who ſre- 
quent Per/ai/lzs. But among thoſe who are moſt emt- 
nently diſtinquiſi'd by the Charms of their Perion and 
Behaviour, I will name to you Madam De Gomberwaalt ; 
ſhe is certainly one of the faireſt Creatures in the World, 
her Skin is of the moſt dazling Whiteneſs: She haz very 
light brown Hair, fine blue Eyes, a Mouth ſor:ned to 
captivate, every Feature regular, then ber Wit at the 
Sweetneſs of her Temper, add a Luſtre {© hor of 
fections. Rlonſieur her Huſbard is Capiuin o 
Guards to his Royal Hig! neſs, and knows tte to 66 
the Honours of his Houle in 2 very elegant Manner 
My Lord Marquis eats frequeat!y there, when de cau 
diſengage himſelf from Mudam the Baroneis L 
This Lady is a brown Beauty, has dark hazel colonieg 
Eyes, quick and penetrating as is her Judgment: She 
is a great Scholar, well read in Philoſophy, and can en» 
tertain on ſerious Subjects, with as much eaſe as on tlioſe 
more beſitting the greateſt Part of her Sex: Monſieur 
D” Atel her Spouſe is Chamberlain to the Prince, and 
there is united in him the greate!t Complaitiance and per- 
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te& Sincerity He has alſo a fine Library; and 2 
Stranger cannot more agreeably pals his Time than at 
his Houle. 

The third Family where my Lord is perfectly well re. 
ceived, is that of Monſieur the Prefident De Lande 
His Lady is extremely amiable, and tho* her Com- 
plection is not ſo clear as thoſe of the others; the inimi- 
table Shine of her black ſparkling Eyes make up for 
that Deficiency, nor is ſhe wanting in any Thing that 
compoſes a compleat Beauty her manner of en- 
tertaining Strangers is ſuch, that none can quit her 
Houſe, without deſiring to return, nor does Time ever 
ſeem tedious in her Company; but as if conſcious of an 
Inability of pleaſing in her own Perſon, ſhe is perpetually 
promoting ſome new Object of Diverſion. 

Monficur the Prefident of Vit le Francciſe, has alſo 


a very lovely Woman for his Wife ; it would be difficult 


% give any Idea of her PerfeQtions without ſeeing her, 
becauſe they are of a Nature which ſtrike the Eye too 
much for Words to deſcribe : There is an irrefiſtible 
Something, which is nor confin'd to one Feature, nor 
all of them, but ſpreads itſelf through all her Air, in ſo 
much that ſhe cannot ſpeak, or look, or move, with- 
out diſcovering every Time, ſome new Grace; but it 
one may fay ſhe excels in any one Thing more than ano- 
ther, it is in Dancing, of which ſhe is a great Lover, and a 
Week ſeldom paſſes without her giving a Ball at her 
IIouſe. : 

The Provoſt of the Town muſt not be forgot, con- 
tinued he, his whole Family are extremely agreeable 
His Wife, tho' paſt her Bloom, is not without her Allure- 
ments, and if Age has deſtroyed ſome Part of her Charms 
in her own Perſon, they are till to be found in thoſe of 
her two Daughters, the Eldeſt of whom is not inferior to 
any in Pont. a- Muſtu . She is married to an Exempt of 
the Guard to his Royal Highneſs, and called Monſieur 
De Saint Val; he is a great Muſician, has frequent 
Concerts at his Houſe, and plays admirably well on the 
Bate Viol himſelf; which my Lord Marquis delighting 
extremely in, he ſeldom fails of paſſing his Evenings 

there. 
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mere. Rlonſieur is beſides à very good Companion - 
and has no Fault, but being jealous ot his Wife, aunich 
indeed is to be exculed in him, that Lady having Per- 
ſon and Accompliſhments to inſpire the mo fte 
Sentiments. Ihe Toun will needs give her to me 
Lord for the Object of his Adoration, on At<2ant of 11's 
frequent Viſit — | 

Dubois was continuing his Narrative, bit mething 
to which I know not how to give a Name 121229/mv 
Ileart, I was cold and hot at the tam? Jime every 
Pulſe felt the Effect of it, and I could not keep myſelt 
trom interrapting him Yes, cried 1, 1: cannot 
be otherwiſe in Nature——the Marquis jinds iome 
thing in Madam De Saint Val, which very well conioles 
him for the Abſence and Uncertainty of the Fate of a 
Woman he has pretended to love in tae moſt honourable 
Term — How Madam! replied Dubois, With a 
Smile, I hope you are not jealous ? if you are, 
tho' my Lord could not but be trauſported at that Proof 
of your Affection for hun, I ſhould receive little Thanks 
for having given you, by my toolith Recital, any Caule 
of Pain No, anſwered I, endeavouring to com 
pole myſelf, I am not jealous it is a Paftion 1 
ought not to indulge I know mylelf too well to 
preſume to controll the Marquis il could not utter 
theſe Words without ears in my Eyes; Dubois perceive 
the Agitation I was in, tho' I turned away in order to 
conceal it as well as poſſible, and vexed that he had given 
any room for it, as he knew how much it would diſpleaie 
the Marquis, he grew ſerious, and endeavoured to eaſe 
my Alarms, by proteſting in the moſt folemn Manner. 
that the Beauty and other Perfections of all theſe Ladies 
were far from making any Impreſſions on the Manguis's 
Mind that his Heart was wholly devoted to me, 
and that there never was a more tender or more paſkg- 
nate Lover; to prove this he gave me an exact Detail o 
the manner in which his Maiter paſt his Time, the 
2 he uttered for being ſeparated from me, the 
Reſolves he made in my Favour whenever he ſhould ſee. 
me again, and in fine, the * he took in Talking 
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o me, than which according to my Opinion there cannot 
Lea iurer Proof of a molt vehement Affection. 

Litzle Jealoufies in Love, when not founded on Reaſon, . 
are ealilyeraced, and only ſerve to render us afterward 
more iecure ; and if any Diſquiet remained in me, it was 
only occafioned by my Shame for having wronged ſo 
perfect a Lover as the Marquis, by my unjuſt Suſpicion. 
LEwv3is after this recounted to me many entertaining Ad- 
ventures, that happened at Pant-a- Mlonſſan, ſince the 
ime taey had reſided there Some may perhaps, 
I naxe rom, find a Place in the Courſe of theſe Me- 
moirs. 

I was laughing at one of the moſt pleaſant of them, 
when Madam De G interrupted us by coming in 
anch bringing a Letter in her Hand ſhe had juſt wrote to 
the are ok ; as Dubais only waited for this Diſpatch, 
he took leave of us and immediately Ceparted, 

I telt an infinity of Satisfaction in having wrote to 
the Marquis, it was the firſt Letter he had received from 
me, wherein the Secrets of my Heart were clearly de- 
monfirated'to him; nothing ſure is a greater Relief, than 
to unboſom one's ſelf with freedom to 2 Perſon we love 
and have an entire Confidence in, it is the very Soul of 
Friendſhip, and the Eſſence of all the Joys attending 
nat noble Paſlion————Modeiv, however, would 
kave rc rained me from ſpeaking halfthat to him. which 
I wrote ; I could never have declared that to him with 
my 8 which I ventured to reveal with my Pen; 
bat that even with ſo much Tenderneſs, that he has 
ſince told me the reading ſome Expreſions i in that Letter, 
gave him Extahes little inferior to thoſe he ſhould have 
telt at ſeeing me. | ſrankly own the Weakneis of my 
Soul was Love; if it can be called Weakneſs to indulge 
a Paſſion founced upon Virtue and Gratitude ; in other 
1 hings I wanted nct Reſolution 3 and as I grew in Stature, 
ſo 1 encreated in Courage, to bear up againſt what Mit- 
fortunes threatned me; but for this as Mell as for many 
other Qualifications, { own myſelf indebted to Madam 
De G , who had a great deal of Wit and Spirit, 
joined with a perfect Knewled ge of the Mord = tbe 
ſincere 
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ſincere Attachment ſhe found I had for her, ſo endeared 
me to her, that ſhe would pals whole Days with me 
theſe improving Converſations enlightned my Mind, 

and enlarged my Ideas, fo that without what they call 
Living in the World, I had learned all the Ways of it, 
from the variety of Hiltortes the related to me. When 
I was alone I recollected all had been ſaid to me, and 
had Comprehenſion enough to compare the different 
Events, and to draw this Concluſion, that every Station 
of our Lives are ſubject to Dependancies; that we never 
were without ſomewhat to hope, and ſomewhat to fear 
and that Life pafſed away in a ſucceſſion of good and 
bad Accidents, therefore did not deipair of one Day ac- 
compliſhing my Defires, which I do not bluſh to confeſs, 
were all centered in being united to the Marquis. I bad 
thus begun to ſettle my Thoughts, and to make myſelf 
ealy in the expectation of ſomething to fall out to my Ad- 
vantage; when alas! I was on the very brink of falling 
iuto the worit Calamity I had to dread. 

I will not pretend to ſay that People bave a Preſcience 
of what is to happen to them ; as a Woman it does not 
become me to argue on this Point, nor would my Senti- 
ments be of any weight in the Decifion———all I can 
ſay is, that alter having been ſome time in a greater 
Tranquillity than I had for a long while enjoy'd, I was 
all on a ſudden ſeized with an uneaſineſs, which I know 
not how to account for aſter paſſing a very 
agreeable Evening with Madam De G I retired 
to my Chamber in a kind of ſpleenatick Humour 
it was the firſt Time I had ever known any Dif- 
quiet, without being able to ſay for what Cauſe, and was 
now ſo angry with myſelt for it, that I did every thing 
in my power to remove i I took up a Book, 
but could give no Attention to what I read I would 
have pray'd, but my Thoughts were too much diſtracted 
to know what I ſaid I went to Bed endeayouring 
to compoſe myſelf to Sleep, but had no Power to cloſe 
my Eyes turned from one Side to the other, 
but all in vain— I could not reſt, tho* my Thoughts 
were bent on no particular thing t keep me walking 
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at laſt the crowing of the Cocks proclaim'd the ap- 
proach of Day, yet ſtill I continued in the fame Agita- 
tion: — Some Hours before the Hemiſphere was 
enlightned by the Sun paſt over, and 1 was the ſame, 
that chearing Plant had no effect upon my Mind: I 
was about however to riſe, when 1 heard ſomebody 


knock at my Chamber Door I ſtarted up in a 
Fright I knew it was very early, and they never 
uſed to diſturb me I had both lock'd and berr'd myſelf 
in; for fince the deſign the Chevalier D' E/&ieux had 
form'd of ca-rying me away, I always was very careful 
to ſecure the Door————a ſecond Knock confirmin 

me I had not been deceived in the firſt, I aſked in a 
fearful Voice who was there ? and what they wanted ? 
Madam De G anſwered, and bad me open 
the Door; but ſpoke in ſuch a Tone, as chill'd my 
Blood —] found ſhe was not alone, and that ſhe 
teemed talking to a Man————her Commands were 
not to be diſputed notwithſtanding, and I flept out of 
Bed, and having thrown my Robe de Chamber over my 
Shoulders unfaſtened the Door, and hid myſelf again be - 
hind the Curtains. As I looked between them, I faw 
her enter and a Gentleman with her, who ſeemed by his 
Dreſs and Air to be of Faſhion He ſoon withdrew 
my Shelter, and was opening his Mouth to ſpeak ; but 
aſter having fix'd his Eyes on me, he turned them to my 
Protectreſs; indeed Madam, fail he, I did not think 
to have diſturbed fo pretty a Lady as thit————] no 
longer wonder at the apprehenſions Monſieur the mar- 
quis De L——— -. is under a Beauty 
ſach as I now behold, joined to a little Intrigue, may 
carry his Son great lengths. While he ſpoke theſe 
Words, Madam De G threw herſelf on my Bed, 
where I lay quite overwhelmed with Apprchenfions— 
Ah! Feanetta, cried the, how unhappy am I to have 
known you ſince I muſt loſe you fo ſoon if my 
Fears had left me any remains of Reaſon, this Excla- 
mation deſtroyed them all great God, returned I 
burſting into Tears, what is it you ſay, Madam—no, K 
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will never leave you —they ſhall. kill me faſt, with 
this I threw myſelf into her Arms. 7 3a as 

The Stranger doubtleſs touch'd with the Grief his 
coming had involy'd us in, approach'd with a. great deal 
of Politeneſs, I am much concerned at the trouble I give 
you, beautiful young Lady, ſaid he, and much more at 


the Order which obliges me to put you under an Arreſt 


you will find, nevertheleſs, ſome Reaſons to 

conſole yourſelf in this unavoidable Misfortung-—— 
Monſieur the Marquis De L—— n obtain- 
ing a Letter de Cachet to confine you in a Monaſtry, 
might have employed thoſe Perſons wha are appointed 
for that Purpoſe ; but having intruſted me with his 
Deſign and the Motives he had for it, I deſired this 
Commiſſion more out of Curioſity I do aſſure you, than 
any Averſion I had for you. and to this 1 may 
add another Reaſon, which I will not conceal hefore this 
Lady, who I perceive is too much your Friend, not to 
be the Confidant of the moſt ſecret Paſſages of your Lite ; 
I am, Madam, a near Kinſman of your Lover, and not- 
withſtanding his Reſerve, and the Care he took to con- 
ceal every 'Thing relating to you, from all his Family, 
] knew the whole Affair between you as ſoon as 
the unlucky Adventure between him and the Chevaher 
D' Elbieux made it publick, and I underſtood the In- 
tentions of my Uncle the old Marquis; I pretended to 
think as he did, and applauded his Reſentments, that 
I might be the better able, when Time ſhould ſerve, to 
mollify them So that, Madamoiſelle Feanetta, 
continued he, the greateſt cauſe of Grief you have, is that 
for a Time you muſt be ſeparated from this excellent 
Lady doubt not but much happier Days here» 
after will obliterate the Memory of the preſent 
Your Tears and Beauty have touched me to the Soul, 
and tho' my End in taking upon me this Office was to 
ſerve you, yet the Means is too diſagreeable, and per- 
haps dangerous to myſelf. 

Monſieur De Saint Fal, for that was his Name, figh'd 
as he pronounced theſe Words, and turned his Eyes alter- 
nately from me to her, and her to me again, with ſuch 
an 
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an Air of Pity, as very much confirmed what he had 
faid : Madam De G-——took the advantage of his 
kind Concern, to endeavour to prevail on him to return 
without me, and pretend that I had made my Eſcape 
two Days before his Arrival. Would to God, Madam, 
replied he, that it were in my power to oblige you thus 
far but there is no Poflibility of doing it 
My Uncle, is but too well acquainted, that Madamoiſelle 
Feanetta is at your Houle, and moreover, that there was 
no Intention of her removing he even knows 
that Dubois, my Couſin's Valet de Chamber was here 
with Letters from him, and carried Anſwers back to 
Lorrain in fine, there is nothing hid from him ; 


a Perſon whom I muſt not Name, has a Spy in pay 


under your own Roof, who ſends every Day Intelligence 
of what Paſſes, and, in caſe Madamoiſelle had left the 
Caſtle, was to have followed her and given Notice 
You ſee Ladies I ſpeak ſincerely, added he, and I 
think it is not difficult for you to gueſs from what Quarter 
the Blow proceeds. 

No, no, cried I impatiently, the Treachery is too 
plain————it can be no other, than the falle Mada- 
moiſelle D' E /bieux- the barbarous Creature, who 
careſſed me while ſhe contrived my Ruin. Madam D- 
G———-tho' greatly interreſted in the Affair, was yet 
leſs ſo than mylelf, and had not the leaſt Suſpicion of 
her, but on my naming her, looked on Monſieur De 
Saint Fal, and was aniwered with a Glance, which left 
her no room to doubt the Miſchievouſneſs of that un- 
ſincere Woman She ſhook her Head, in token 
of Deteſtation of ſuch Actions, than taking me in her 
Arms, proteſted her Friendſhip ſhou!d follow me where- 
ever I went [ cannot oppoſe the. King's Orders, 
faid ſhe, nothing elſe ſhould tear you from me the 
Letter your Lover's Father writes to me, is filled with 
Apologies for the Force, he is compelled ia Honour, 
and as he ſays, to prevent fatal Conſequences, to uſe in 
my Houle ; and would make me believe tis in Reſpect 
to me he ſends one of his own Blood inſtead of an Exempt. 
He tells me allo, that for my ſake you ſhall be 

| treated 
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treated with the utmolt Tenderneſs, tho' at the ſame 
Time he lets me know he looks upon me as no Friend 
to his Family, in having favoured, or at leaſt not © 
poſed your Correſpondence with his Son But for 
my Part, I am little concerned at what the World may 
zeproach me for on this Score, conſcious I have ated 
according to the Principles of Honour and Probity—— 
All I defire is, my dear Child, that you would ſummon 
all the Fortitude you are Miſtreſs of to your Aſſiſtanee 
we mult all ſubmit to Neceſſity Continue ta be- 
have as you have always done with Virtue and Diſere- 
tion, and I dare anſwer Heaven will protect you, and 
render you in the End triumphant over all ill Acci- 
dents, | 

She then entreated Monſieur the Count De Saint Fal, 
to retire while I got myſelf ready for my Departure; he 
readily did fo, and all the Time I was D this 
admirable Lady animated me with a T kind 
Remonſtrances; ſhe called to my Mind the many 
Dangers I already had eſcaped, and from thence as ſhe 
told me, built an aſſured Hope that I ſhould never be 
abandoned by Providence, and that by theſe uncomman 
Trials, I muſt be deſtined to ſome very extraordinary 
Event She added, that it was in the well enduri 
Misfortunes that the true Sublimity of the Soul was 
proved; and by ſuch Occaſions it was alone, that I could 
manifeſt myſelf worthy the Sentiments the Marquis had 
for me, and put all thoſe to Confuſion who pretended 
a Dignity of Nature was confined to high Birth———So, 
my dear Jeanetta, (aid ſhe, always bear this in your 
Mind, that the more you ſuffer, the more you will be 
endeared to your noble Lover, and this will enable you 
to go through every Thing without ſinking. 

This Counſel was ſo conformable to my own Opinion, 
and ſo greatly ſtrengthned the Reſolution I was bringing 
myſelf to, that I dried up my Tears, reitrained my Sighs 
by degrees, and by the time all Things were prepared for 
my leaving the Caltle, I had reſumed ſo ſerene a 
Countenance, that Monſieur De Saint Fal, on his being 
called into the Chamber, was ſurprized and ſcarce knew 
me 
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me again= I behaved to him with all the Com- 
plaiſance his Quality demanded, and told him I was 
ready to obey the Orders he bore. Requeſting him to 
a-quaint the old Marquis DJ -, when 
he ſhould write an Account of what he had done, that 
I had the higheft Regard and Veneration for every 
Thing that came from him——not even excepting his 
Severities, and ſhould attend his Deciſion of my Fate, 
with all the Patience and Submiſſion he could expect 
from thoſe moſt devoted to him. 

The Kinſman of my Lover, made a thouſand Com- 
pliments on my Spirit and Reſolution, and when he was 
told I waited only his Pleaſure for going, he gave the 
Word for his Retinue—I then embraced my amiable 
Protectreſs with the greateſt Tenderneſs———She held me 
a long time in her Arms, and neither being able to re- 
frain in this Adieu, which we knew not but might be 
our laſt, we mingled Tears, accompanied with the moſt 
vehement Sighs——She had preſence enough af Mind 
however to {lip a Purſe into my Hand, juſt as we parted 
without the Count's perceiving it—all the Servants who 
waited for me in the Gallery to give me their good 
Wiſhes, ſeemed greatly concerned for me, they followed 
me till I got into the Chaiſe, weeping as they went, and 
after I was ſeated, and the Coachman was driving away, 
I could diſtinguiſh the Voice of poor Chriftina above 
the reſt, uttering the loudeſt Lamentations, 
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RING the Time of our Journey 
* which was prolong'd two Days above 
what was neceſſary for Reaſons I ſhall 
' hereafter explain, the Count de St. 
Fal, treated me in every Reſpect as if 
I had been a Woman of the firſt Quality, 
the firſt Day indeed his Behaviour had been dif- 
ferent : The malicious Ideas they had given him of me, 
made him conſider me as a ſimple Country Girl without 
Education, and eaſy to be brought to any Thing 
this Prejudice made him talk to me in a familiar Stile, 
which my Modeſty and perhaps ſome Sparks of ph 
ma 
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made me anſwer in ſuch Terms as aftoniſh'd him 
however he continued for ſome time the. ſame ſort of 
Phraſes, and thinking to intimidate me, ſpoke in a 
tone, which made me fee he was ſenſible of the great 
Difference between him and me ; and under the Pretence 
of giving me Advice, in order that I might not be miſer- 
able, he told me that I ought to abate a great deal of that 
Haughtineſs, the Marquis's Affection he ſuppoſed had made 
me affect; proteſting more Mildneſs and Humility would 
become me better; but ſoftning at the ſame Time the 
Aſperity of theſe Reflections, with many Praiſes on my 
Beauty, and letting me underſtand I was perfectly agree- 
able to his Tafte. He added alſo, that I was too lovely 
and too genteel to be debarr'd all my Life, from the 
Pleaſures of the World, and ſhut up in a Convent. 
that there was no hope of alleviating the old Marquis's 
Reſentment againſt me, and if I once entered the Place 
he had Orders to conduct me to, I muſt never expect to 
come out, for that either by Perſuaſions or Menaces they 
would oblige me to become a Nun; but that if I would be 
complaiſant to him, in fine, if I would endeavour to 
bring myſelf to love him, he would not only fave - 
me from falling into the Hands of the Marquis; 
_— take care of me in a handſome manner all my 

$. 

am not, I flatter myſelf, to be condemned for 
treating ſuch Diſcourſe with the Diſdain it merited ; for 
whatever diſparity there was in Point of Birth, berween 
me, and the Count, Virtue enobles its meaneſt Votaries ; 
as Vice degrades the moſt High-born, when they be- 
come ſubjeCted to its Sway. I entered therefore into no 


Argument with him ; but only told kim with an Air, 


which I could perceive a little diſconcerted him, that I 
deſired he would forbear talking to me on any much 
Matters, but to execute the Commiſſion had been given; 
for neither the Ills that were prepared for me, nor the 
Means of eſcaping them, would be in the leaſt capable 
of making me change the Plan I had laid down for all 
my Actions, which was in all Events never to ſwerve 
from the Paths of Honour and Dec ency. 1 
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He endeavoured to laugh me out of theſe romantic 
Notions, as he called them, and diſplayed a more 
faſhionable Sy em of Morality, which finding made no 


impreſſion on me, would have been no leſs free in his 


Actions than he had been in Words; but I had the Art, 
without being guilty of any breach of Politeneſs, to give 
him a Rebuß, and make him ſenſible how unworthy of a 
Man of Honour or good Breeding ſuch Proceedings were; 
T told him that it was highly inconſiſtent with theſe 
Rules, which Perſons of Quality above all others ought 
firitly to preſerve, to endeavour either to fright or ſe- 
duce a young Creature, whom Chance alone had put - 
into his Power, and who had no other Defence, than 
what her Tears afforded by ſo much the more 
you are above me, ſaid I, by fo much the more ought I 
to expect Protection from you in fine, Virtue in- 
ſpired me with Words ſo touching and perſuaſive, that 
this young Nobleman dangerous as he was, and who 
when it grew Bed-time could ſcarce prevail on himſelf to 
quit my Chamber, retired with a kind of Shame, for 
having given me Cauſe to make him Remonſtrances, 
the Solidity of which he could not but acknowledge— 
He entreated me to think no more of what he had ſaid, 
and promiſed to atone for his want of Reſpect, by a 
quis contrary Conduct for the —_— — his 
pologies in a proper Manner; neither ing too 
much on what had paſt, nor ſeeming R—_ 
with the Aſſuranees he gave me, and indeed went to Bed 
crue!ly agitated, as well with Reſentment for what had 
happened, as the Fears of what might enſue, | 
lt was not without a good deal of Timidity, that I 
ſaw him approach me the next Morning, but his Words, 
his Locks, and his whole Air was ſa much the Reverſe 
of that he had put on the Day before, that I ſoon loſt all 
Apprehenfions on this ſcore He ſeemed now to 


ſtudy nothing but to oblige me———treated me with 
all imaginable Reſpet———told many entertain 
Stories as he ſaid to divert me in my Journey; 


omitted nothing, that he thought might convince = 
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he meant to keep the Promiſes he had made me the 
Night before. | | 
His Converfation was perfectly genteel and eaſy, and 
ſhewed he knew the World very well, and did not want 
Wit; my Anſwers to him, giving him an Opinion that 
I had ſome ſhare of it myſelf, I could plainly diſcover 
by his Looks, on ſome of the Repartees I made him, 
that he was amazed to find ſuch ready turns of Thought 
and aptneſs of Expreſſion, from one he had conſidered 
hitherto only as a meer Country Girl ſo ſtrangely 
does the Pride of Birch in thoſe deſcended of a noble 
Family prejudice the Mind, that they cannot without 
great Difheulties bring themſelves to believe, it is poſſi- 
le for one of mean Extraction to wear off the Ruſticity 
of their Original. But Monſieur De Saint Fal ſhould 
have conſidered the uncommon Opportunities I had of 
Improvement, firſt under my God-mother the Counteſs 
De N- and afterwards in the Family of that ex- 
cellent and polite Lady Madam De G———which 
indeed were ſufficient to render a ſmall natural Capacity 


accompliſhed. | 


The third Day my noble Exempt, if I may be al- 
lowed to give him that Title, as he had undertaken the 
Buſineſs of one, ſpoke much leſs to me; but ſeemed to 
confider me with very great Attentior., and in doing ſo 
frequently ſent forth deep Sighs ; this gave me an in- 
finite Diſquiet, I feared with Reaſon he was becoming 
Amorous of me, and trembled leſt I ſhould find in him 


a ſecond Chevalier D' Elbieux ; the Apprehenſions | was 


under on this Score made me ſometimes turn pale, alone 
as I was, andentirely in his power Sometimes [ 
had thought of attempting to make my Eſcape out of 
his Hands but where. ſhould I have gone 
where hoped to find Protection againſt Royal Power ? 
——— Þ--þbeſides, with Confuſion I muſt own it, ſince my 
living in the manner I had done fince I had quitted my 
Father's Cottage, I was grown too delicate to bear the 
Fatigues I could before have chearſully gone through ; 


and this laſt Conſideration helped to make the hs 
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of my Flight more numerous and formidable than they 
really were. _ | 

The Agitations of my Mind ſhewed themſelves in my 
Countenance, too plainly for the Count not to, perceive 
I was diſordered, and imagining I might not be well, 
alced me ſeveral Times if I choſe to ſtop and go into 
ſome Houſe for refreſhment ; but on my anſwering him 
in the Negative, I fear, ſaid he, the Journey is too great 
a Fatigue for you I am very much deceived, if 
you are not on the ſudden very uneaſy; I hope, 
beautiful Feanetta, you do not remember any Cauſe 
I might give you of Diſpleaſure at our firſt ſetting out ; 
[ beg it as a favour you will command any thin 
in my power, and deal fincerely with a Perſon, whoſe 
utmoſt Ambition is to repair the Wrongs he has done 
you, by a miſtaken Pre- poſſeſſion, and which a more 
perfect Knowledge of your Merit has entirely baniſh'd. 

This Diſcourſe, the Uncertainty of my Fate, the 
new Convent to which I was going to be carried, the loſs 
of Madam De G 's Advice and Protection, and 
to ſpeak truth, the Improbability of ſeeing my dear Mar- 
quis any more——all theſe Things I ſay coming at 
once into my Mind, melted me into Tears—————all my 
Fortitude forſook me, and my Heart-Strings ſeemed to 
break Ah! cried Saint Fal, this is too much 
1 cannot bear to ſee you thus your. Grief .ove'« 
whelms my Soul notwithſtanding a, thouſand 
Reaſons for the contrary, a ſecret Impulſe attaches me to 
your Intereſt, and will not ſuffer me to execute the Com- 
miſhon which gave you to my Power tis the 
Apprehenſions of a Convent I judge has given you this 
Dilturbance ; if ſo, be eaſy lovely Creature; for what- 
ever ſhall be, the Conſequence, I cannot do any thing 
which draws Tears from the fineſt Eyes in the World 
he pauſed a Moment or two after theſe Words ; then, yes, 
Madamoiſelle, purſued he, you ſhall be convinced of the 
influence your Charms have on all who behold you 
bluſh not at the Confeſſion I make, 'tis an excule for the 
Paſſion my Couſin has for you, whoſe Happinels I envy, 

and 
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and profeſs myſelf his Rival But let not the 
knowledge of my Sentiments alarm you; for here I vow 
by all we Mortals have to hope or fear, I will never take 
any advantage from the opportunity Fortune has put into 
my Power, to diminiſh the Inclinations you have for the 
Marquis, much leſs to make uſe of any violent Means in 
favour of the Paſſion you have inſpired me with. 
You figh, continued he, perceiving I did fo, you till 
fear me piut therefore my Honour and Sincerity 
to the Proof, and you will then be convinced, O too 
beautiful Maid, how far I am to be relied upon. 

The Count here ſtop'd expecting my reply; but I 
was too much confuſed to make any, and my Eyes fixed 
on the Ground, diſcovered my Perplexity. 

To what can I impute this Silence, ſaid he, muſt I 
look on it as a Mark of your Diſtruſt ? Can you be- 
lieve me capable of deceiving you after the ſolemn Aſ- 
ſeveration I have made, and which in ſpite of the gay 
Life I have led, I could not be tempted to falſify— 
but if you judge thus of me, I ſhall indeed pay dear for 
the Inſenſibility I have hitherto boaſted of, and ſeverely 
repent the imprudent Curioſity which' has thus expoſed 
my Liberty I might indeed, without ſeeing you, 
have been aſſured from the Marquis's Affection for you, 
who I know to be ſo great a judge of what is truly valua- 
ble, that you were the moſt worthy of your whole Sex 
to be adored Yet, charming Teanetta, whatever 
Injuſtice you may be guilty of in your Suſpicions of me, 
or whatever Treatment I ſhall receive from you, I will 
not regret my having undertaken this Commiſſion, as it 
gives me an Opportunity of ſerving you, which without 
it I could never have been Maſter of—yes, cried he 
with Vehemence, you ſhall ſoon ſee that Deeds and 
Words are the ſame things with me. He had no ſooner 
faid this, than he put his Head out of the Chaiſe, and 
ordered a Servant that rode by the fide of it, to direct to 
take the Road to Yer/ailles, inſtead of that he was pur- 
ſuing. The Servant ſeemed very much ſurprized, and 
replied, that Monſieur the Marquis had commanded the 
Contrary——and that -he was going on, — 
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his Maſter prevented him by ſaying in a fierce Tone, is 
it for you to reaſon on theſe Matters do as you are 
hid, and leave the reſt to me; the Fellow offered no 
more, but ſpoke to the Poſtilion, and we ſoon quitted the 
great Road. 

I knew not what to think of this Counter-Order; 
but as I began to flatter myſelf, that the Count had 
really no Intentions to my Prejudice, I could not avoid 
feeling a ſecret Pleaſure in finding myſelf going to a 
Place, which I knew would be the Reſidence of my 
Lover, when his Baniſhment ſhould be repealed, as I 
doubted not but it ſoon would I knew alſo that 
it was the Palace of the King, and that, recalling the 
dear Remembrance of my ſeeing his Majeſty at Fountain- 

/eau, which Accident had firit given me the knowledge 
cf the Marquis, inſpired me with a thouſand pleaſing 
Ideas alas ! how eaſily do thoſe in love paſs, from 
one extreme to the other! my Eyes now reſumed 
their accuſtom'd Vivacity, and the innate Satisfaction of 
my Mind ſpread itſelf through all my Features. 

The Count perceived with joy this Change in me, and 
not imagining it proceeding trom any other Source, than 
that of the Proſpect of being delivered from a Cloyſter, 
reiterated the promiſe he had made me; and added, that 
I thould always be the Miltrels of my Actions; and be 
convinced by Experience, that if he was not ſo happy as 
to pleate me, he would at leaſt deſerve that Honour by 
his Services and Integrity. 

I was going to return with all the Gratitude it demand- 
ed an Anſwer to thoſe freſh Aſſurances of his Goodneſs, 
when on entring a Village where we were to dine, we 
jaw a Crowd of People gathered about a young Female 
Pilgrim, who was carrying, or rather dragging a Croſs 
of a moſt prodigious Size Good God! cried I, 
how I pity that poor young Creature— how is it 
poſſible to ſee her, and not commiſerate the Rigour of 
her Fate! As I got out of the Chaiſe, I aſked the 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe, who came to welcome us, if ſhe 
could inform us, what Obligation this Pilgrim lay un- 
der to trayel in ſuch a manner. It is what 1 cannot learn, 

anſwered 
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anſwered ſhe, all I hear is that ſeveral of the Neighbours 
have given her Alms, ſhe diſtributes it among the Poor 
about her, which occaſions theſe Acclamations, and at 
the ſame time proves that ſhe is a Perſon of no mean 
Condition. — My Huſband had the fame Curioſity 
you have, continued ſhe, and went to enquire ; but all 
the Account he brought was, that ſhe ſaid, ſhe was do- 
ing a voluntary Penance, and fulfilling a Vow ſhe had 
made ; and that if ſhe had enjoined herſelf infinitely more 
than what ſhe ſuffered, it would not be a ſufficient A- 
tonement for her Sins, and that before ſhe left the 
Village, we ſhould be made acquainted with her 
Hiſtory. | 5 
My Curioſity was greatly encreaſed by what this 
Woman ſaid, and I could not help expreſſing it to the 
Count De Saint Fal, as he led me into the Houſe, 
where as ſoon as he had leſt me he retired. 

I imagined he had been gone into the Stable as was 
his Cuſtom, to ſee ſufficient care was taken of his Horſes ; 
for tho' he had ſeveral Servants with him, he took a 
pleaſure in overlooking the manner in which thoſe poor 
Creatures were provided for. Being alone, I fell into 
Contemplation on the oddneſs of my Fate, and in parti- 
cular the Circumſtances I was at preſent in "twas 
impoſſible for me to ſee the end of this Adventure, and 
what would be the Conſequence of that Paſſion, I now 
found the Count had for me I longed for a Friend 
to whom I might communicate both my Hopes and my 
Apprehenſions. If my dear Saint Anes were with me, 
ſaid I to myſelf, my Misfortunes would loſe half their 
Weight ! How unfortunate is it in ſome Situations to be 
abandoned to one ſelf ! | 

The Remembrance of Saint Agnes at this juncture, 
made me reproach myſelf for being ſo flow in the Service 
ſhe expected from me; but from the time of my leaving 
the Monaſtery, I had been in ſuch a continual hurry ot 
Spirits, and been alſo ſo ſtrictly obſerved, that I had not 
had an opportunity of performing my promiſe to her—! 
might inceed have left her Papers with Chriſtina at my 
coming from the Caſtle ; but as it was of the utmoſt Con- 
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to be purſued with Vigour, I was fearful of —_—_— 
them in the hands of one who was not in a Station to 
as it required. Theſe were the Reaſons which had 
hitherto delayed my doing any thing for this dear 
Friend; but as we are never ſo ſenſible of the Afflictions 
of others, as when we labour under ones cf our 
own, theſe Reflections ſo lively ſet forth to my Mind, the 
Grief Saint Agnes was in for my Abſence, and how tedious 
Expectation is, that I reſolved to acquit myſelf of the 
Obligations I owed for the Confidence ſhe had placed 
in me, and to lay hold of the firſt occaſion that preſented 
itſelf to ſend an expreſs Meſſenger to her Lover, who 
ſhould deliver her Letters to his own Hand, or in his 
Abſence to his Father ; this was now eaſy for me to do, 
as I had Money that Madam De G had given 
me, and which I had never thought of ſince, till this 
Deſign of ſerving Saint Agnes reminded me of it 
I now took the Purſe out of my Pocket, to ſee what my 
generous Benefactreſs had beſtowed upon me, and found 
it contained five and twenty Lewis 4 Or, but what 
tranſported me much more was, that in opening a little 
Box I found the Picture of Madam De G—; I ü kiſſed 
it, and all her Tenderneſs coming freſh into my Mind a 
flood of Tears enſued I was moved to that 
Degree, that to this Moment while I am writing theſe 
Memoirs, I feel ſome part of what at that time paſſed in 
my Heart Yes, ever admired Lady, cried I, 
never ſhall J forget your Goodneſs and the Friendihip 
with which you have honoured me "tis ſaid in re- 
roach to our Sex, that Women are ſeldom fincere and 
aſting Friends to each other, I hope it is not true in 
general, but if it is, I am an exception to this Rule, for 
were I to live beyond an Antidiluvian Age, the tender 
regard I have for Madam De G———would never bo 
diminiſhed, 

Her dear Picture was ſtill in my Hand, with my Eyes 
and Heart attentively fixed on it, when I was pleafingly 
diſturbed by the Count De Saint Fal, leading the Pilgrim 
into the Room. I take the Liberty, Madam, a he, 
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to introduce this amiable Perſon, whole Fate you ſo much 


pitied ; I have engaged her to remain here while we 
itay, and to relate to us the Motives that induced her to 
lay fo ſevere a Penance on herſelf. | am indeed 
no.Stranger to her Name, and have heard much talk of 
her Adventures in my Province; but as ſhe tells me, 
they are related there in a manner very difterent from 
Truth, my Curioſity is not now inferior to yours, 
I can aſſure you of this, however, that ſhe is not a Per- 
ſon of mean Condition, and that her Wit and Learning 
excels not only moſt of her own Sex; but alſo equals 
ſome of ours who pals for celebrated. 

I had roſe from my Seat to embrace the beautiful 
Stranger on her firſt entrance; but this Character given 
of her by the Count, who- 1 had perceived was not of a 
Humour to allow Women more than he thought their 


due, made me redouble my Complaiſance, which the 


returned in a faſhion which ſhewed me ſhe had been 
Educated among the polite World. The Cloath being 
laid, I entreated ſhe ſhould dine with us, to which ſhe 
readily agreed, on Condition ſhe ſhould be at liberty to 
eat in the manner ſhe choſe; in the mean time deſired 
permiſſion to give ſome Orders in the Kitchen; and 
while ſhe was gone I took the opportunity to thank 
Monſieur De Saint Tal for obliging me with the Sign! 
of this fair Pilgrim Stay, beautiful Teanetta, till 
I have done you ſome real Service before you make me 
any ſuch Acknowledgments, what I have now done ferves 
only to ſhew you, that to fuikl the leaſt of your Defires 

ſhall always be to me a matter of the utmoſt Moment. 
The Pilgrim's return prevented me from making any 
reply as I would have done to this Civility ; and while 
the Count was ſpeaking to her, 1 examined her whole 
Perion more heedtully than I before had done She 
was tall, and her Limbs of fo delicate and fine propor- 
tioned a Turn, that 1 queſtion had the beſt Artiit been 
employed.to make her Statue, if it would have come up 
to the Orig iaa She had on a cloſe Waiſtcoat of 
ery fine Cotton, which ſhewed to great advantage he 
Huch of her Shape; her Petticoat was the ame, and 
O e 
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over all a coarſe red Mantle, and decorated accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of Pilgrims with Shells; a Ruſh Hat, 
cock'd Boatways and lined with yellow Taftety, became 
her better than the gay Ornaments ſome Ladies wear to 
ſet off their Beauties. Her Face was much tann'd, 
having been expoſed to the Inclemency of the Weather, 
but her Hands ſhewed that nothing could be more 
white than her Slzin naturally was———the Luſtre of 
her large ſparkling black Eyes, however, neither her 
Sorrows nor Fatigues ſeem'd to have impaired, which, 
together with an exact Symmetry of Features, rendered 
her extremely lovely, in ſpite of a melancholy and 
dejefted Air, which we might plainly ſee was only oc» 
caſioned by her Misfortunes. 

While I thus attentively conſidered her, I could not 
forbear fighing————when one is oppreſt with any 
Afflictions, the Sight of them in others excites our Com- 
paſſion on our own, and I naturally paſſed to a Com- 
miſeration of myſelf ; and imagined that whatever Woes 
this agreeable Pilgrim had to complain of, they could not 
be more poynant than thoſe I Iaboured under. But this 
did not render me leſs willing to give her all the Conſo- 
lation in my Power ; whenever ſhe burlt out, as ſhe fre- 
quently did, into Exclamations againſt the Severity of her 
Fate, I took her in my Arms with the ſame Tenderneſs 
as if we had long been intimate, and theſe proafs of a 
growing Affection in me, ieemed a little to mitigate her 
Sorrows. 

Dinner being brought in interrupted a Converſation, 
which was much more ferivus than could be expected 
among Perſons of our Age; and after we had placed 
ourſelves at Table, Mlonſicur De Saint Fal and I faw 
to our great ſur prize ſome coarſe Bread and a Glaſs Mug 
of Water ſet before the Pilgrim, which was all ſhe 
would be prevailed upon to taſte, tho' we thiaking ſhe 
impoſed too rigorous a Law upon herſelf, did all in our 
power to oblige her to partake with us. She ſaid that 
all the Mortiſications ſhe had ſuſtained were infinitely too 
little for the Cauſe, as we ſhould hereafter confeſs on 
hearing the particulars of her Story; but added, ſhe, my 
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Vow of Abſlinence expires this Day, and To-morrow 
J ſhall conform to the reſt of the World. Ihis filenced 
our Requeſt, and as ſoon as the Table was emptied, ſhe 
ented us on the Subject we were ſo deſirous of Know- 
ing, GY myſelf, by ſaying ſhe would now make 
us ſenfible of the Motives which had induced her to un- 
dertake this Pilgrimage; but, ſaid ſhe, if your Journey 
requires to be immediately purſued, I will not detain you 
by a Repetition of thoſe Circumſtances which may be 
omitted, and only give you a Narrative of the Facts, 
which have rendered me the Wretch I am. | 

By no means, cried the Count, this Lady is entirely 
ker own Miſtreſs, and 1 dare anſwer would be loth to 
loſe any part of a Hiltory the Sight of you has made her 
take ſo great an intereſt in; what ſay you, Madam, 
continued he, turning to me, does not your Inclination in 
this point concur with mine? Beſides, I think it would 
be wellif you remained here till To-morrow J fee 
the Journey has been already too fatiguing to you, and 
ſome repoſe here will enable you to proſecute it with more 
vigour. I had all the Senſe it merited of this Complaiſance, 
and bowed in token of my Acknowledgment. 

The Pilgrim told us ſhe was rejoiced at this Propoſal, 
as it gave her an Opportunity of a longer Converſation 
with me, ſhe not being to go herſelf till the Day follow- 
ing; when her Penance being concluded, ſhe had ap- 
pointed a Chaiſe to meet her, in which ſhe intended to 
reach her Journey's end. Then finding we were impa- 
tiently diſpoſed to hear her, ſhe began to ſatisſie our 
Curioſity in theſe Words. 
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, of the beautiful L1INDAMINE, 
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* AM faid ſhe, the only Child of one of the moſt emi- 
g nent, and wealthy Phyſicians of Montpellier, nor is 
p it a boaſt in me to ſay, that no Man of his Profeſſion ex- 
6 ceeded him in Learning or Experience ; both which he 
1 had fo great Reputation for, that I have known Perſons 
g come a hundred Leagues for his Advice: it ſeem'd indeed 
J as if Heaven gave a peculiar Bleſſing to his Endeavours, ſor 
ſcarce one in lifty of thoſe, to whom he adminiſtred, died 
5 under his Hands. 

As I was the, ſole Fruits of a Marriage, the Happineſs 
, of which had never been interrupted with any of thoſe 
R Jealouſies, Repinings, or Diſc-ntents, that too often are 
: the Portion of that State, and fright others from entring 
4 into it; it is not to be doubted but my Parents were ex- 
« trefſaly tender of me, and took all imaginable Care to 
r have me educated in ſuch a Manner, as would be- 
C come the great Fortune, that was to devolve on me aſier 


their Deceaſe. Soon as I arrived at Years capable cf. 
receiving Inſtruction, I was put under the Tuition of the 
beſt Maſters. My Father, far from thinking that. 
Learning was immaterial to the rendring our Sex ac- 
compliſhed, had an Ambition to make me as knowin 
7 as the molt celebrated of the other; ſo that beſides 
Muſick, Dancing, and thoſe other Qualifications, which 
all Girls of any Condition are taught, and which you 
may eafily ſuppoſe my Mother would not ſuffer to be 
omitted, he made me in the firſt Place be well acquainted 
with Hiſtory, not only of my own but foreign Countrics : 
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From this I proceeded to Geography, and Philoſophy, 
a: d thence to the ſtudy of Phyſick, in which Science 
he was himſelf my Mafter : Charmed with the Factlity 
with which I ſurmounted all its Difficulties, he ſet 
no Limits to his Lectures: My Memory, like a fruit- 
ful Field, yielded a plentiful Harveſt, of whatever was 
ſown in it : I comprehended Anatomy, Botany, and 
Ofteology, and, in fine, before I was ſeventeen, had made 
ſo great a Progreſs in the Myſteries of Mſculapius, that 
I compoſed a FTreatiſe of Phyſick, in Latin, and dedicated 
it to my Father. The Reputation I gained by this Book 
reached very diſtant Countrys, and my Father had the 
Satisfaction, of receiving convincing Proofs of it, by the 
Compliments made him upon it by the learned World. 

Fatal Knowledge! Ruinous Accompliſhments ! Which 
by rendring me known to others, made me ignorant 
of myſe! I heard every body ſay I was a Prodigy 
of Wit and Learning, and I readily believed them. 
To heighten my Vanity, the little Beauty I was miſtreſs 
of was alfo extoll'd, and as every one ſees their own 
Features with flattering Eyes, either they, or my Glaſs, 
made me imagine, I merited all the Praiſes could be 
pie MC.————[n fine, I thought myſelf ſuch, as no 

an was capable of deſerving to poſſeſs ; and this 
Idea made me reject with the utmoſt diſdain, all 
Addreſſes which had Love or Marriage for their Aim. 
This Diſpoſition in me, troubled my Father very much, 
for being far advanced in Years he ardently long'd 
to ſee me diſpoſed of before his Death : But greater 
far would his Concern have been if he had perceived, 
what I cunningly kept from him, the Motive of that 
Averſion I declared for Marriage: Could he, I ſay, 
have imagined that Pride alone was the Scource of my 
refuſing the many advantageous Offers, that were daily 
made him on my Account, he would, I am very certain, 
in ſpite of all his Tenderneſs, have taken as much 
Pains to mortify that Paſſion in me, as he had done to 
give me thoſe Endowme nts which had excited it ; but I 
o well diſguiſed it under the Pretence of the Love 


1 had for him, and my dear Mother, whom I = 
| | im 
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him it would break my Heart to be a Day ſeparated: 


from, that he concluded, I was only inſenfible of any 
ſoft Te fires, becauſe I had not yet ſeen the Man, 
deſtined by Heaven to inſpire me with them, ſoreſted 
himſelf contented, in the Expectation of what he 
wiſhed would one Day happen. 

At laſt, the Report of my Learning and other Qua- 
lifcations, inſpired the Son of a Nobleman, ſome 
few Leagues diſtant from Montpellier, with a Curio- 
fity to lee this Wonder as I was called —lHle 
came under the Pretence of aſking my Father's Opi- 
nion on ſome flight Ailment, and by that means, 
having an opportunity of ſeeing me, became extremely 
enamoured, and to ſo great a Degree, that before he 
had been three Days at our Houle, he threw himſelf 
at my Father's Feet, entreating he would give his 
Conſent to authorize his Addrefles to me 'The 
Count de St. Fal knew him perfectly well, and you, 
Madam, cannot but have heard of him, it was the 
young Count de B ; beſides the Advantages of 
Firth, he had one of the fineſt Perſons in the World, 
and was alſo every way one of the moſt accompliſhed 
of his Sex. My Father was traniported at the Ho- 
nour, and not, doubting but I ſhould receive it, as 
I ought to have done, immediately made him the 
Conceſſion he defired what Woman but me wou'd 
not gladly have accgpted a Lover of his Rank? 
One would think, my very Pride ſhould have made me 
embrace the Offer of being placed among the Nobility 3 
but, alas! mine was a kind of Haughtineſs, Which, 
I know not how to account for; a Haughrtineſs,. 
which as it was not at all perceivable in my outward . 
Deportment, had the greater Empire over my private 
Thoughts I could not avoid doin- Juſtice to 
the Merits of this new Admirer, but I ſtill thought 
my own ſuperior, and could not think of entring into 
a State, in which it was my Duty to ſubmit. 
The Pleaſure of being adored, and being free to 
receive all the Homage paid me, by thoſe who flat- 
teced. themſelves with being able (ne Day to engage 
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my Heart, was what I could not reſolve to part 
with; and I anſwered my Father, concerning the Count, 
as J had before to the others who had ſollicited him 
on the ſame ſcore. 

This tender Parent appeared ſo much ſurprized at 
my Behaviour, that he ſcarce knew what to fay ; but 
the Count, whoſe Paſſion for me really carried him to 

reat Extravagancies, exciting his Pity, as well as 
rd for his Quality, he at laſt told me, that if I 
had any Reſpe&t for his Commands, or any Awe of 
bis Authority, I muſt think of this. young Noble- 
man as a Perſon deſtined ro make me happy 
My Mother was not leſs importunate with me 
all my Friends and Kindred endeavoured to prevail upon 
me, the Count himſelf was every Day dying at my 
Feet, yet I was ſtill unmoved, and all their united 
Efforts ſerved only to dilquiet me, without making 
the leaſt Abatement of that Obduracy I had all along 
maintain'd. 

For ſome Months did this faithful Lover endure all 
that neglected Love afflicts; and found that inſtead 
of making any Impreſſion on my Heart, all his Aſſi- 
duities but encreaſed my Averſion, yet {till did the 
Exceſs of his Reſpect prevent him from making any 
Complaints to my Parents, or once deſiring they would 
make uſe of their Power over me, to oblige me to 
liſten to his Vows, witn a more favourable Ear; but 
this manner of proceeding, conti:ued ſo long, and my 
being urged to it by all who wiſhed well to our J a- 
mily, my Father at laſt began to think his Conduct 
to me had been wrong, and that he ouglit not to have 
left me in this Reipet, ſo much my own Miſtreſs. 
Poſſeſt with this Opinion, he told me, one Day, that 
fince he found I was ſo little capable of judging for 
myſelf, or had indeed ſo little Regard to his Advice, 
he now would ſhew me, that I was not at my own 
Diſpoſal ; in fine, that he would force me to be hap- 
Py in my own deſpite, and that he would no longer 
wait my Choice, and that I mult prepare to marry the 
Count in a few Days 


This 
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This Command uttered in a Tone, which was quite 
a Stranger to my Ears, threw me into the utmoſt Con- 
ſternation. I was terriked at ſo unexpected a 
Proof of his Authority, but I was not ſhaken in my 
Reſolution ; and I had the Audacity to tell him, that 
if he went about to do any Violence to my Inclinations 
in this Article, I wou'd that Moment fly for Refuge to 
a Monaltry, or even to Death itſelf; neither of which, 
cried I, is not half ſo dreadful to me, as the Thoughts 
of Marriage. This Proteitation was ſucceeded with a 
flood of Tears; and as he perfectly doated upon me, 
his Fondneſs got the better of his Reſolves, and he gave 
me his Promiſe, never more to perſecute me on a 
Theme, to which I had teitified ſo invincible a Re- 
pugnance. 

He had but juſt left me, before the Count de B 
came into the Room: He perceived I had been weep- 
ing, and uttered certainly the moſt tender Things, _ 
that Love ever dictated on the like Occaſion. But at 
that Time I was ſo far from being ſenſible of them, 
that looking on him that ſpoke them, as the Source 
of my Perplexities, the Indifference I had for him 
you into a perſect Hate. retend not to pity, 
aid I, what you alone hive cauſed———our un- 
wiſhed Acquaintance — your luckleſs Love, and your 
fruitleſs Importunities, have very near deprived me of 
the Tenderneſs of the beſt of Fathers, have ſubjected my 
Actions, and my Sentiments, to the Scrutiny of a 
thouſand impertinent Intermedlers; and, if you defire 
to repair the Vexations you have given me, it mult 
be by never ſeeing me more. With theſe Words I 
fling from him, and thut myfelf into my Cloſet, re- 
fuling to hear what Anſwer he would make, tho' he. 
continued a long Time at the Door, beſeeching I 
would hear him fpeak. Et 

This was the lat Time I ſaw him, but not the 
laſt of my Troubles, on his Accoant ; for, as I aſter- 
wards was inform'd, his Deſpair carryed him into the 
Poliſh Wars, were he was unfortunately kili'd 
I heard the News, at a Time when I was grown 
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more ſuſceptible of the Power cf Love, and was ex- 

treamly grieved at the Fate I looked on myſelf as 

the ſole Occaſion of Alas! I did not then imagine 
: was born for the Deſtruction of all to whom I was 
ear 

The beautiful Pilgrim, was here interrupted in her 
Story, by a Torrent of Tears, which in ſpite of her 

eavours to reſtrain them, burit from her Eyes; 
but her Griefs having had a Vent, and compoſing 
herſelf as well as ſhe could, after a ſort Pauſe ſhe 
reſumed her Diſcourſe in the following Manner. 

In a few Days after the Count's Departure, ſaid ſhe, 
my Father received a Letter from a Phyſician at L/ 
bon, acquainting him, that a Book wrote by me had 
fallen into his Hands; that having read it with great 
Attention, and form'd a judgment of my Capacity, 
by this learned Production, he could attribute ſuch a 
Prodigy, to nothing ſo much as the great Skill of 
the Maſter, who had been my Irſtrutor in this abſtruſe 
Science, ſo thought him a proper Perſon, to improve 
an only Son of his; and beſeech'd he would accept of 
the Charge of him ; aſſuring my Father at the ſame 
Time, that he ſhould think nothing too great a Gra- 
tification, if he could obtain a Favour he had ſo much 
at Heart. | 

My Father, who ſecretly perſiſted in his inclination 
of ſeeing me married; tho' he would not break the 
Promiſe he had made, conſented to receive this young 
Gentleman, as a Scholar, and a Boarder, hoping that 
under the pretence of leaving the Care of his Studies 
te me on account of his great Age and Infirmities, 
he might have the Opportunity of ingratiating himſelf, 
and by being continually in my Company, it his Per- 
ſon was at a!l agreeable, wean me by Degrees from 
the reliſh I had for a fingle Life. 

With this View the Liſten Phyſician had an Anſwer 
agreeable to his Wiſhes, the Offer was accepted, every 
thing agreed to, and the young Gentleman was to 
fet out on his Journey with all poflible Expedition. 

'Tis true, that before my Father gave his CR 
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he took the Precaution of enquiring, by the Means 
of ſome Correſpondents he had there, concerning the 
Character and Perſon of him who was to be ſent; and 
finding both ſuch as he defirel, the one without Re- 
proach, and the other extremely amiable, he heſi- 
tated not a Moment, before he did his Part, toward 
making the Experiment, how far 1 could be influenced 
in Favour of Mankind. In order to which, he ſaid 
to my Mother in my Pre'ence, that there was no- 
thing he diſliked in having this Gentleman, who was 
expected in eight Days, but that he was ſo ugly, and 
deformed, as to create almoſt a Loathing in all who ſaw 
him. He enlarged very much on the Topic, how diſ- 
agreeable a Thing it was to live with one of ſuch an 
unhappy Make, and added he would gladly have been 
excuſed, but that he was preſſed to it by Perſons, whom 
he knew not how to diſoblige. | | 

I little regarded this Diſcourſe, it only ſerved to 
give me an odious Idea of the Perſon I was to in- 
ſtruct; but as I ad no Thoughts of him, as one who 
would ever pretend to make his Adrefles to me, the 
thing was a matter of perfect Indifference. 

At length he arrived, but great God, how was I 
a oniſhed, when inſtead of the moſt contemptible Fi- 

ure in the World, I ſaw my Father introduce to my 

ſother and myſelf, infinitely, the moſt graceful. Perſon 
I had ever beheld————Tall, majeftick, admirably 
proportioned, a Face in which every maniy Charm 
was blended, a certain Soſtneſs which ſtole itſelf into 
the Heart, irreſiſtable as Lightning, and no leſs ſwafc 
in Motion. My Father perceived with Pleaſure, the 
Aſtoniſhment I could not help betraying, and applaude l 
himſelf, for having found out the right Method of 
compaſſing his Deſigns. | | 

The Stranger ſeem'd to conſider me with Admiration, 
and paid me an infinite Reſpect ; but I was too mach 
accuſtomed to be treated in that Manner, for it to mak: 
any Impreſſion on me, it was his Perſon that accom- 
pliſhed what ſo many had fruitleſly endeavoured ; but 
as J ſoon found it pleaſed wig too well, I examined 
M 8 * 
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it with the ſevereſt Scrutiny, in hope to find ſome part 
which ſhould take off the Enchantment of the reſt, but 
to no Purpoſe; he ſeemed all Perfection, and I was to 
angry with myſelf with being captivated, and with him 
alſo for having got the better of my hitherto impregnable 
Inclinations, that I made a Pretence to leave the Room, 
and retired to my Chamber. 

I was no ſooner there than I reflected on the Motives, 
which had led my Father to impoſe upon me, in relation 
to this Gueſt, and ſoon diſcovered what his Aim in do- 
ing ſo had been -I then afked myſelf, that if this 
charming Stranger ſhould make his Addrefles, whither 
I would liſten to them or not; no cried I, with great 
Emotion, I will never ſubmit to the Authority of any 
Man, beſides that of him to whom I owe my Being, 
and thoſe Accompliſhments that render me ſo generally 
adored No, I will ſooner die than ſuffer it to be 
faid, I had the Weakneſs to reſign my Liberty for Love, 
Love, ſaid I again, what i: Love, to what 
does it tend ? if I love to fee him, to hear him 
fpeak, this I can do without Marriage; and when it gocs 
beyond thoſe Bounds, it's beneath the Dignity of a 
Woman of Senſe———tbe Fondneſs I behoid in ſome 
Women of my Acquaintance to their Huſbands, may be 
called Conjugal Virtues, but to me they are Follies ; 
and ſhews thoſe who practiſe them, to be indeed Crea- 
tures made only for the Pleaſure and Convenience of Man 
ill would it become me to be one of thoſe. 
Thus did I ſtruggle with my Paſſion on its firſt ap- 
roaches ; but ſoon I found I had to do with a formida- 

e Enemy. I every Day read Lectures of Phyſick, by 

my Father's Order, to this young Portzgue/e ; but in the 

midſt of theſe grave Leſſons ſofter Thoughts crowded in 
upon my Soul; and the Pain it gave me to conceal them, 

made me ſometimes ſo ill- humoured, that every one 
wonde ed to fee ſo great a Change in me. 

Bellizay, for ſo the Invader of my Peace was called, 
perceived the little Propenſity I had to Tenderneſs, and 
tho' I have fince had dreadful Reaſons to be aſſured he 
loved me with an Extremity of Paſſion, never ſpoke = 
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leaſt Word that I could cenſure as a Declaration of it—— 
1 was however too well acquainted with the Language of 
the Eyes, not to be ſenſible what his Sentiments of me 
were, and the Pain I knew it muſt give him to conceal 
them was a Proof of his Reſpect, which was very 
pleaſing to me. 

My Father on the other hand, never gave me the leaſt 
hint, that he wiſhed it might be a Match; fo | had no 
Perſecutions but what I received from the Capriciouſneſs 
of my own Temper ; thoſe however were too violent to 
ſuſtain without a very ill Effect on my once healthy 
Conſtitution ; the continual Conſtraint I put upon myſelf, 
that Pe//izay might diſcover nothing of my Weakneſs, 
and the ſecret Conflicts I endured, between my Pride and 
Inclination, made fo great a Revolution in all my Frame, 
that I fell extremely ill, and was obtiged to keep my 
Bed. 

Bellizay never left my Chamber, but at thoſe Times 
when it was improper for him to ſtay ; but regulating 
bis Behaviour to the Antipathy I ſeemed to have for the 
tender Paſſion, he was ſo circumſpe& in all his Words, 


that nothing he ſaid could paſs for a Declaration of 


Love. 
The Exceſs of it, however. appeared in all his Actions; 
and when my Diſtemper began to be looked upon as 


dangerous, the Tranſports of Grief he fell into, were ſuch 


convincing Proofs of it to my Father, that he promiſed 
him nothing ſhould prevent my being his, in caſe 1 
could be brought to approve it ; which he told him he 
did not greatly queſtion, becauſe he had obſerved I 
looked upon him with leſs Auſterity that I had hitherto 
done on any of his Sex. 


This Diſcourſe between them was over-heard by a a 
Maid that waited on me, and fooliſhly enough by ber 


repeated to me——— Another would indeed have re- 
joiced to find Duty and Inclination go hand in hand in 
promoting a Settlement for Life ; but 1, on the contrary, 
was only fearful that the ſame Authority w.th which I 
hat been menaced on the Count De B— ——'s Account, 
thould now in good earneſt exert itſelf in favour of 
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Bzilizay ; for ſure no Woman had ever more Dread of 


being compelled to marry the Man ſhe molt abhorred, 
than I had to be the Wife of him, whom in ſpite of my- 


ſelf, I loved more than Life. I ſay, in ſpite of my- 
felf, for I could have torn out my Heart, for being ſen- 
kbie of that Weakneſs, and ftill continued firm in mv 
Reſolution, never to be overcome by it; or to do any 
thing that ſhould give him the leaſt Hope I could be in- 
fluenced by his Aſſiduities, or even my Parents Com- 
mands in his Behalf. 

The Diſeaſe under which I had ſome Days languiſhed, 
proved at laſt to he the Small-Pox ; and Bellizay hav- 
ing never had them, my Father fearful the Contagion | 
ſhou!d affect him, would not permit him to come into 
my Chamber; but with what Reluctance he obeyed this 
Command, the Loſs of his Appetite, and extreme Me- 
lancholy demonitrated. 

I, who knew nothing of this Injunction, and miſled 
him from my Chamber, was ſenſibly affected with his 
Abſence [ preſently imagined the Indifference I 
had ſhewn to him, had determined him to offer to ſome 
other thoſe Vows he deſpaired I would receive; or 
elſe that the Diſeaſe I laboured under had ſo much im- 
"paired my Beauty, as had entirely deſtroyed the Paſhon 
he before had for me I knew not what to think, 
but was moſt cruelly alarmed——the Apprehenſion of 
loſing bis Affection ſeem--4 as terrible as Death, tho yet 
leſs terrible than his knowing what I ſuffered on his 
Account at length my Fears were over, the 
talkative Wench J before mentioned informed me of all 
had paſſed ; and that my Father, by the Change that ap- 
peared in Be/lizay, growing fearful his over Caution 
might bring on what he endeavoured to prevent, gave 
him Liberty to viſit me again O! if you had 
but heard the Extaſy he was in, ſaid ſhe, when my 
Maſter told him he might ſee you, I dare fay you could 
not be ungrateful to ſuch a Lover, Judge the Satisfacti- 

on this Account was to my Love and Vanity ; but I 
maintained my uſual Reſerve, and chid the Maid for 
troubling me with ſuch Trifles. 


Bellizay 
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Bellizay being re-admitted, reſumed his former 
Chearfulneſs, and I in Proportion grew much better,. 
what contributed alſo ; very much to my ſpeedy Re- 
coverv, was, that a Glaſs being brought me, I found 
that fatal Enemy to Beauty, the Small-Pox, would leave 
little or no Impreſſion on my Face, 

My Father, who had been in continual Alarms, dur- 
ing the Courſe of my Illneſs, teſtified his Joy at my 
Recovery, by large Alms, and other Acts of Piety. 
But theſe Acknowledgements were no ſooner over, than 
I grew indiſpoſed again: A frequent Vomiting, a Diſ- 
ouit to all Kind cf Food; and a Sort of an unuſual 
Heat about the Regions of the Heart, rendered me ſo» 
weak and languid, that I had icarce the Power, and leſs 
the Propenſity to walk or uſe any Motion———as this 
Diſorder was imputed to ſome defect in my Stomach, I 
took proper Remedies, but without Succeis for three 
whole Month. in the fourth, I grew ſomewhat 
better, the former Symptoms ceaſed, and my Appetite 
was reſtored ; but Faintings were very often the Conſe- 
quence of my Eating, and I was, beſides, troubled with: 
thoſe ſtrange and whimfical Fancies, which have the 
Name of Vapours. 

For theſe alſo IT obeyed the Preſcriptions of the 
Learned; but whither the Medicines had any Effect 
upon me, or that Nature of itſelf was ſufficient for m 
Relief, I know not, tho' ſince I am inclined to believe 
it was to the latter, that I got rid of theſe vexatious Ideas; 
my Health ſeemed in a fair way of being re-eſtabliſhed, 
and all our Family were again tranſported at the Change 
that appeared in me. 

But ſhort was the continuance of their Joy, it ſoon 
gave place to a Grief, which was to have no more 
Ceſſation 


as ſometimes made every one about me, as well as 


ſelf, apprehend that Moment was my laſt——agai” 


I was put under a Courſe of Phyſick ; but the more, I 
took, the faſter my Pains came on, and Night nor Day 
for near ſix Weeks was I two Hours together free from 
them. This Diſorder was the more ſhacking to me, 
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as neither my own Skill, my Father's, nor any other of 
thoſe Phyſicians he would needs contult about me, could 
diſtinguiſh from what Source it proceeded [ 1ma- 
gined that I felt ſomething ſtir within me, and would 
frequently cry out, mw, row it moves, and then ſcream 
out between Aſtoniſhment and Pain. 
Complaining to my Father of theſe extraordinary 
Movements, the Feel of which I could compare to no- 
thing but a living Creature within me, ſtruggling as it 
ſeemed for room, made him at length conclude that I 
really had ſomething within me bred by a Conflu e of 
Humours. Examples, tho' not very common, are not 
wanting of ſuch a Phenomenon, and he began to aſſure 
himſelf to his great Grief, that it certainly muſt be my 
Caſe. As ic was ſo nice a Point, he would not rely on 
his own Judgment, but had a Conſultation of no leſs 
than ſeven able Phyſicians, to which three Surgeons 
were added I was examined concerning the 
Motions ; and my Anſwers to their Queſtions, eſpecially 
when I told them I felt it moſt violent when fatting, or 
beginning to eat, made them all agree, that my Father's 
Opinion was ſtronger than any thing could be objected 
againſt it; and that as the Caſe was no leſs dangerous 
than extraordinary, an Inciſion was the only means to 
free me from what ſooner or later if ſuffered to remain in 
me muſt be my Death. 
My Father came with Tears in his Eyes, to acquaint 
me with the Retu't of their Conſultation, and to prepare 
me for the Operation I muſt confeſs that I was 
ſezed with the utmoſt Terror, as I knew very well the 
lealt Accident mutt be fatal; I beg'd I might have that 
Night to conſider whether I could reſolve to undergo it 
or not; this Requeſt was eaſily granted me, and it muſt 
| be ſuppoſed in ſuch a Situation I could get but little Reſt, 
It was near Morning before ] felt any Inclination to 
Sleep, at laſt my Eyelids growing heavy, my Cares had 
certainly yielded to a ſhort Ceſſation; if in that Moment 
'a Voice had not reached my Ears, ſaying diſtinctiy 
theſe Words, 


Lindamint ! 
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Tindamise Lindamine ! Lindanmine ! take Care you 
conſent not t, the Operation, is a few Days you will 

be cured. 

I was fo terrifed at this Voice that I fell immediately 
into a cold Sweat, and called out with all n y Strength, 
to my Father who lay in the next Room; on which he 
preſently roſe and ran into my Chamber to know what 
had occaſioned my Outcrie: when 1 had related to 
him, what had happened, he endeavoured to perſuade 
me it was no more than Imagination he told me 
that in the Anxiety I was in on Account of the Inciſion, 
nothing could be leſs ſurprizing than that I ſhould dream 
in this Manner ; nay, that even waking, when the Mind 
is oppreſs'd with any extraordinary Cate, ſaid he, your 
own Judgment in Anatomy may inform you, that the 
ſubtile Vapours mounting to the Brain, cauſe ſo great a 
Confuſion in the ſeveral parts about the Pineal Gland, 
that it conceives Objects vaſtly different from what they 
are in reality, and works ſo ſtrongly on the Senſes, as 
to make us think we both ſee and hear things that 
have no Being, but in the diſturb'd Imagination. 

But theſe Obſervations, however well grounded, made 
no Impreſſion on me: I thought myſelf too well convin- 


ced of what had happened; and as our Sex whatever Pro- 


greſs we make in Learning, always retains ſome part of 
its natural Frailty, I was extremely fe ſtitious———L 
dreaded Apparitions, and imagining the Caution given 
me to come from ſomething of that kind, both believed 
and trembled at it. I thought alſo the Tone of the Voice 
was what ] had been accuſtomed to, tho” I could not then 


recolle& at what Time, ſo concluded that it proceeded 


from ſome Friend of our Family juſt departed, and as 
it was always my Opinion, that at the Moment of Diſ- 
lolution the Soul at once takes in a great number of 
Events, among others had the Power of admoniſhin 
me - the great Danger, to which I was going to expo 
myle't. 


My Father could not help ſmiling at all this ; but be- | 


cauſe he would not have me ſcffer myſelf to be guided by 
the common Prejudices of the World, labour'd to con- 
vinee 
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vince me by Philolophical Arguments of the Unreaſon- 
ableneſs of ſuch an Opinion. I was however too ob- 
ſtinate to yield the Point, tuo? I pretended to do fo, and 
alſo to find mylelf much better, perceiving that was the 
only way to avoid the cruel Operation. 
Notwithſtanding the Danger with which the Phyſicians 
threatned me, in caſe I did not conſent to what had been 
agreed on for me, I could not reſolve to come to that 
Extremity, and had a ſecret Dependance in what the 
Voice kad ſaid I! was alſo ſomewhat mended in 
reality, excepting thoſe interior Motions which 1 now 
did not dare to complain of. | | 
One Morning being awake ſooner than ordinary, for 
of late I had been exceeding drouzy, my Maid told me 
Bellizay begg'd leave to ſpeak to me: As I was in Bed 
cy made me at firſt refuſe his Requeſt, but he reite- 
rating it, and declaring he would not ſtay a Moment, I 
permitted him to enter, ordering the Maid not to leave 
the Room while he continued in it. 
He had a Letter in his Hand, and all the Marks of 
Grief in his Face and Air I ſtarted at Sight of 
him, tho* I knew not for what Cauſe, and he trembled 
as he approach'd the Bed-fide I am this Moment, 
id he, obliged to leave yo", ladam, having juſt now 
received Advice that my Father lies at the point of 
Death; my Grief————-:its very natural, cried I in- 
terrupting him, and ſcarce able to diſſemble my Concern 
at loſing him, and I ſympathize in your Affliction. O 
would to Heaven, reſumed he, not regarding the Maid's 
Preſence, it were truly ſo, and that what you have faid 
T might depend upon as ſomewhat more than Words of 
Courſe how great a Conſolation would it be to 
think you partook in the Diſquiet this Abſence from you 
mult occaſion me. We don't underſtand each other, 


ſaid I, it was the Danger your Father is in I meant, which 
has not the leaſt Affinity with what you ſeemed to thinl: 
by your Reply Ye, cried Bellizay, it is indeed too evi- 
gent, you either do not, or will not underſtand me—— 
T ought to bluſh, indeed, when I confeſs that the Acci- 
dent, which calls me away is not the thing that mol 
alarms 
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alarms me Could you but ſee into my Heart you 
would but I dare ſay no more whence comes. 
this cruel Averſion in you to Rove? 
Lindamine to what has this Idea prompted me! how 
happy ſhall I be, if you one Day forgive the Raſhneſs of 
a Paſſion which durſt not break out in the open Day. I 
had no need to have Recourſe to Diſſimulation to pretend 
this Language was uninteligible to me: I was indeed 
amazed at it, and equally at his looking me full in the 
Face, which he never before preſumed to do. You talk 
in Riddles anſwered I, what have you done that ſhuns the 
open Day ? but your Actions ought not to be any 
concern of mine, I ſhould rather aſk what Encouragment 
| ever gave you, to entertain me with ſo much Freedom 
on the Subject of Love? My Rights are of ſuch a 
Nature, replied he bluſhing that=——he was proceeding 
to utter ſomething more, which perhaps had let me into 
the fatal Secret, I but too late became acquainted with, 


when my Father's coming into the Room, broke off 
our further Converſation, I cannot but ſay I was troubled- 


at it, becauſe, tho? I know not why, I imagined myſelf 
greatly intereſted in what he was going to ſpeak, and 
flatter'd myſelſ with coming at the Senſe of what at pre- 
ſent appeared myſterious to me. 

My Father, who by the ſame Poſt had received the 
News, came to ſettle with Bellixay the Particulars of 
his Journey, which was reſolved ſhould be immediate- 
ly the very Talk of it almoſt over-power'd my 
Reaſon, and I had enough to do in the Moment of his 
taking leave, to prevent the Diſcovery of a Weakneſs, 
I had hitherto ſo well diſguiſed, from the loved Object 
himſelf, as from all the World beſide. When they were 
gone, I ſent the Maid away, and being alone aban- 

doned myſelf to Tears, and to the moſt poynant 
Deſpair. 

When I was called to Dinner, I fat down, but could 
hardly conſtrain myſelf enough to ſwallow a Morſel, and 
being much preſſed to it, by the Tenderneſs of both my 
Parents, and equally fearful of the Inciſion, if I made- 
any Complaint, as of the true Reaſon cf my want of 

Appetite: 
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Want of Appetite being diſcoyer'd ; I pretended I had 
been ſo fooliſh as to eat ſome Sweetmeats, which had 
quite cloy'd my Stomach for ſome time. This paſt 
well enough over, and when the Cloth was taken away, 
I return'd to my Chamber, and again gave a looſe to 
all the Extravagancies of Grief, Telling the Maid 1 
was going to my Studies, the offer'd not to interrupt 
me; but about Ten at Night I was ſeiz'd with ſo vio- 
lent a Cholick, that I was glad to ring my Bell for her. 
She was ſcarce got into the Room, when J fell 
into ſuch racking Agonies, that I doubted not but I was 
on the point of expiring terrified at the Condi- 
tion ſhe found me in, ſhe ran and call'd my Father, 
who with my Mother immediately enter'd their 
Preſence put no ſtop to my Shrieks and Groans ; and my 
Father with all his Skill, being miſtaken in my Ail- 
ment, and imagining I ſhould be ſuffocated by that Ani- 
mal, the Phyſicians had agreed with him, was within 
me, order'd me to be let Blood directly. I was 
ſo, and found a ſhort Relief; but the cruel Cholick 
again came upon me with ſuch Violence, that every 
little Fibre in my whole Frame was affected by it, and J 
fe.] into moſt terrible Convulſion'=—————as it was not 
ſuppoſed I could poſſibly live till next Morning, while 
I was employ'd in making my Confeſſion to my ghoſt- 
Iy Father, the Gentlemen of the Faculty were again 
ummon'd, and having conſulted among themſelves, 
they all agreed, except one, who after feeling my Pulte, 
went away ſhrugging up his Shoulders, that in this Ex- 
tremity the Operation muſt be immediately attempted. 
My Father was beginning to make uſe of Arguments, 
in order to engage my Conſent to this horrible Expe- 
dient, when on a ſudden I ſhew'd there was, to his Con- 
fuſion, no Occaſion for any thing of that kind. 
Oh! continu'd the charming Pilgrim, caſting down her 
Eyes, how ſhall I find Words to acknowledge iny Shame. 
Nature itſelf, willing to releaſe me of a com- 
mon Load, made ſuch violent Efforts, that the Houſe 
reſounding with my Cries, I brought forth a little Crea - 
ture of a Specics, that was little expected from. me. My 
Mother 
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Mother on ſeeing it ſtruck her Breaſt, and my Father, 
25 he aftwards ſaid, felt the Bolt of Death that Moment 
at his Heart ; he ſpoke nothing, his Grief, indeed, was 
too great for Words, and he withdrew to his Cloſer, end 
ſhut himſelf up, that none might be. Witneſſes of his 
Agonies. 

My Mother fearful that Reproaches might be fatal, in 
the dangerous Condition I then was in ſtifled her Rage, 
and conſtrain'd herſelf to behave to me with Tenderneſs. 
I ſuffer'd myſelf to be govern'd by her, not in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting I had any way offended her, and ſhe 

ave me the Aſſiſtance of a Midwife ; while all the Time 

was thanking Heaven, for having without the Inciſion 
ſo much talk'd of, freed me from a Burthen of ſo many 
Months Continuance. 

Had not the Child been ſtill-born, I could not have 
deceiv'd myſelf in this Manner ; but, conſcious of my 
Innocence, even in Thought, as to Mankind, it would 
have been more itrange, had I gueſs'd at what had hap- 
pen'd to me, than that I had not the leait Thought 
about it. Doubtleſs it was the Things I had taken, 
and Want of proper Aſſiſtance in that Moment which 
requires it, was the Death of that to which I unknowing- 
ly had given Being: And this was the ſecond Murder [ 
was guilty of. 

Ten Days paſt over without the leaſt Hint being gi- 
ven me of what happen'd, during all which Time I 
never ſaw my Father; I was perpetually enquiring for 
„ him, and alto aſking a Deſcription of that Lump of 
f Fleſh from which J had been deliver'd ; but could never 
get any direct Anſver to either of theſe Queſtions, 
Sighs and Tears ordinarily enſued, and this was all the 
Satisfaction I could obtain. 

I was extremely uneaiy at this Behaviour ; but it 
did not hinder me from recovering my Strength, ſooner- 
than could have been, expected, conſidering what I had 
ſuffer d; and finding myſelf out of any immediate Dan- 
ger of Ueath, I could endure this Suipenſe no longer, 
and reiolv'd to riſe, and fee what had prevented 


Father's Viſits to me, in ſuch a Situation, when I ſtod 
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ſo much in need of his Advice and Conſolation. _—. 
The extreme Grief that appear'd in the Face of my 
Mother, and the heavy downcait Looks of all the Ser- 
vants, and the Anſwers they gave me ſeem'd ſo ambigu- 
ous, that impatient to be convinced, I got out of Bed, 
proteſting I would fee my Father, and know from him- 
ſelf the Motive of his Abſence. My Mother came into 
my Room, as [ was uttering theſe Words; return to your 
Bed, cruel Creature, ſaid ihe, forcing me to obey, and 
add not to the Number of your Crimes by deiiroying 
my Lite, which mult attend the Loſs of yours 
be comented with having overwhe!m'd me with the bit- 
ter Anguiſh of reflecting, I have brought a Child into 
World, whole Behaviour has kill'd her Father, and en- 
tail'd an everlaiting Infamy on his Name. 

Wnat is it you tay, Madam! cry'd I, ſtruck with the 
utmoſt Horror, my Father kill'd i I the fatal 
Cauſe ! Yes, wretched Lindamine, reply'd ſhe, 
that tender Parent could not ſurvive your Shame. 
He paid the Debt of Nature ſooner than would have been 
demanded, but for your Offznces.———-He died of no 
other Diſtemper than a broken Heart, three Days after 
that fatal one, in which your Diſhonour wa: diſcover'd. 
The Tears and Agonies which accompanied 
theſe Words were ſo violent, as would have melted me 
in Grief, had not the Diſtraction they occaſion'd in me, 
left no room for tlie ſofter Paſhons 

Great God! cry'd I, wiat have I done —of 
what am I acculed——— is it not enough that 1 have 
languiſh'd nnder the molt terrible and mo!t extraordinary 
Ailment that ever was, that I am now but juſt reliev'd 
from it, and ſtill in the power of Death, that in this 
Weakneſs I have oſt my dear Father; is not all ths 
ſufficient, either to turn my Brain or ſink me to the 
Grave? but 1 mult alſo be r-proach'd, as if guilty of 
ſome horrid Crime———what can this mean? 
O! what has turn'd my once fond Mother's Heart againſt 
me, and fill'd her wich Suſpicions of her unhappy 
Daughter, I diſhonour'd I guiity of Oſ- 


ſence· of what Nature? 
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Daughter, Daughter, cry'd my Mother, interrupt- 
ing me, if you would hope to be torgiven either by Hea- 
ven or me, ceaſe this vain Pretence of Innocenc y 
rather confeſs your Crime, and the Means taken to ſeduce 
a Virtue, I flatter'd wylelf had been impregnable.——— 
Can you hope to live an Infamy, ! myie't was an Eye- 
Witness of, end is alas too publick, in ſpite of all my 
Care to conceal it for, Heaven knows, I would 
have ſcreen'd your Shame; but, alas, the whole Town 
is too well inform'd of it. 

Inform'd of what? ſaid I, paſt all Patience at her 
Diſcourſe———exp'iain yourie:f J beteech you, Ma- 
dam ; for God who ices my integrity, will enable me 
to juilify myſelf from whatever Alperſions are caſt upon 
me 

Hold, Lindamine ! reſumed ſhe, dare not to prophane 
the ſacred Name, leſt immediate Vengeance ſhould fall 
upon you : On the contrary, you ought, while Breath ts 
permitted you, inceſſantly to bleſs the Divine Mercy, 
in preſerving a Lite you fo wickedly expos'd, and while 
you murder'd your own Reputation, and brought shame 
and Confufion on your Parents, was the. Occafion alſo of 
your Child's dying uabaptized. O! continued ſhe, 
what ſhocking, what accumulated Guilt is yours 
yet ſtill you perſiſt in teigning your ſelf innocent 
Harden'd Criminal as vou are had you timely con- 
feſs'd the firit of your Crimes, and repoied a con 
adence in me, the reſt had been prevented 
you ſhould have had the Afliliance your Condition 
requirec —and by that means your Reputation been 
preſerved, your Father and your Child had not been ſent 
untimely to their Graves, your Mother not loaded with 
this Weight of Anguiſh, and ycurfelf might have de- 
ſerved Pardon. 

The Aſtoniſnment I was in had hindered me from 
ſaying any thing all this Time, aud my Mother ima- 
gining by my Silence, that her Diſcourſe had made 
lome Impreſſion on me, and that Grief and Shame now 
tied my longue, took me aſſectionately in ker Arms, 
and killing me, be comforted, however, continued ſhe, 
mj 
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my {till dear, tho' unhappy Child, for what is paf 
there is no Remedy et us now look to the future 
what you ſhould firſt do, is to aſk Pardon from 
Heaven for all your Faults, I will join with you in AR; 
of Devotion and Piety, that you may find Mercy 
The Death of a Child and Father indeed can never 
be ſufficiently attoned for Nevertheleſs we muſt not 
Deſpair. Come, purſued ſhe, the holy Evange- 
liſt aſſures us, that true Contritioa is a Sacrifice never 
offer'd in vain. | 

Here ſhe pauſed, but I was almoſt ſuffocated with 
my Tears, diſtilling faſter than my Eyes could vent 
them, ſo finding me unable to reply, and fearing l 
ſhould expire in the Agony ſhe ſaw me in: We'll 
talk no more at preſent, ſaid ſhe, on Themes too 
ſhocking for the Weakneſs of your Condition to ſul- 
tain your Griets may throw you into a Fever, 
which would now infallibly deſtroy you; and guilty as 
you are, I could not ſurvive your Loſ No, my Child 
my poor ruined Liadamine, added this unfortunate 
Mother, do not increaſe my Mileries you know 
my Life is wrapt in yours Dry up your Tears, 
I forgive all, and the cruel Injuries we have 
received, ſhall be in part repaired, by your eſpouſing 
the Man, who in ſpite of all your good Underſtanding, 
has found Means to delude you let me know w Io 
he is———perhaps he abiconds on this Occaſion 
let him appear, how mean ſoever he may be, we have 
a ſufficiency to make him happy let him not refuſe 
you this Reparation, and it ſhall be my Study to con- 
tent him. 

This Diſcourſe an! the preceding one, was ſtill a 
Myſtery to me; and s ſoon as I recovered the Power 
of Speech, I tcok the Liberty to tell my Mother fo, 
on which ſhe ſtarted from my Bed-fide, fearing, as ſhe 
afterwards told me, that in her Rage ſhe might do ſome- 
thing, ſhe would hereafter have repented; and made no 
anſwer to me, but cry.ng out, Obilinate, obſtinace, 
wicked, abandored Wretch, flung out of the Room, 

clapping 
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clapping the Door after her with a Force that ecchoed 
through the Houſe. 

I cryed to her to ſtay withall my Strength, and 
perceiving ſhe — 97H threw myſelf a ſecond Time 
out of Bed, in order to follow her; but the Maid 
forced me to lie down again, and told me I ſhould be 
the Author of my own Death by theſe violent Emotions. 
Yet how can I avoid them, cried I, in the Name of 
God, Fan&on, explain to me what is the Meaning of 
all this =I fear the Death of my Father, has had 
a fatal Influence on my Mother's Brain She doubt 
leſs is diſordered in her Senſes. 

She has but too much Reaſon,anſwered ſhe,to know that 
what ſhe ſays is real. What, cried I, that I have had # 
Child ? Yes, Madam, reſumed ſhe, and it is very ſtrange 
fince we all know it, that you will not diſcover who it 
is that has abuſed you. O thg monſtrous Aſſurance ! 
return'd I, giving her a Blow, my Mother muſt ſay as 
ſhe pleaſe, but for you———you Creature, to - preſume 
in this Manner to what am I reduced 

The Reply ſhe made me was ſo provoking, and ſhe 
in ſuch coarle Terms aſſerted the truth of what my Mo- 
ther had reproach'd me with, that I had no longer Pa- 
tience, and catching up a Torch, which ſtood near, 
1 threw it at her, with ſuch unlucky Force, that hap- 
pening on her Temple, ſhe expired in a few Minutes, 

Judge, continued this unfortunate Pilgrim, the Terror 
that ſeized my Soul at what I had been guilty of, I 
forgot all my Weakneſs, jump'd out of Bed, and 
ther.ce ran ſcreaming, naked as I was, to my Mother's 
Chamber, I found her on a Couch half drowned in Tears; 
ſhe ſeem'd frighted to ſee me thus, and led me back, for- 
cing herſelf to treat me with more Tenderneſs than ſhe 
thought I merited——— but now great was her Conſter- 
nation, when on entring the Room, ſhe ſaw the 
Wench on the Floor weltring in her own Blood. She 
called for help, a Surgeon was immediately brought bat 
Life was flown before he came. ; 

This Murder was made to paſs as an Accident, oc- 
eaſioned by her running — againſt the Corner of 
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a great Cabinet that ſtood near, and as we were very 
much reſpected noenquiry was made further. 

441 the mean Time this ſad Adventure, joined to-what 
my Mother had ſaid, had ſo great an Impreſſion on me, 
that I fell very ill and was judged at the Point of Death 
be conviacing Proofs I every Day received from 

all the Family, that I had really brought a Child into 
the World, tho' 1 knew myſelf perfectly innocent, gave 
me a gloomy Light into my fatal Deſtin) I thought 
there was a poſſibility ſome baſe meaſures had been taken 
with me—————and then again I found other Reaſons 
to perſuade me that it could not be fo————the various 
Contradiftions which perpetually preſented themſelves, 
whenever I ſeem'd determined to lean either Way, per- 

d me ſo, that nothing is more to be wondred at, 
than that I retain'd my Senſes ; but thank Heaven, my 
Brain remained untouch'd, and the Horrours I endured 
only preyed upon my Heart, but that with ſuch Violence 
that I thoughtevery Moment was my laſt. 


My Mother, notwithſtanding all ſhe ſuppoſed me guilty: 


of, and even my perſiſting in denying it, which ſhe look'd 
on as even ſuperior to all the reſt, could not think of 
Johing me without being inconfolable ; ſhe never left me 
Night nor Day, was continually on her Knees, and 
made a Vow that if it pleaſed Heaven to reſtore me, ſhe 
would go a Pilgrimage to our Lady of Luxembargh. 

Her Prayers were heard, and I recovered doubtleſs for 
my greater Puniſhment ; but alas ! inſtead of being able 
to perform her Vow, ſhe fe!l into ſo languiſhing a Con- 
dition that from the beginning threatned Death————— 
Wretch that I am, *twas 1 that kill'd her too; for finding 
neither Menaces nor Perſuaſions could bring me to con- 
fels, what ſhe io much deſir'd to be inform'd of, together 
with the Senſe ſhe had of my publick Diſhonour, as well 
as my ſuppoſed ſecret Guilt, her Grief for my preſent 
State, and Fears for my future one, it was that threw her 
into the Diſtemper of which ſhe died. 

Finding her Diſſolution at Hand, and ſeeing me on my 
Knees, by her Bediide, with Tears imploring her Bene- 
Aion, ſhe conjured me once more as I would _ 

Soul's 
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Soul's eternal Peace, or had any Regard for my own» 
now in her laſt Moment to diſcloſe the fatal Secret. 
what could I ſay ?————how reveal what I was in in- 
vincible Ignorance of myſelf ?!—— ll I could Reply 
was, that if any ſuch thing as I was accuſed of had hap. 
pened, it muſt be brought about by ſome extraordinary 
Means, which I could no Way fathom and con- 
cluded with the moſt ſolemn proteſtation of my Innocence, 
But this being far from convincing her, ſhe turn'd herſelf 
in the Bed, that ſhe might ſee me no more, nor could all 
my Tears or Entreaties prevail on her, to look toward 
me or give me her Bleſſing; the laſt Words ſhe uttered, 
being that ſooner or later, I ſhould be ſeverely puniſh'd 
for my Hypocriſy. 

The loſs of ſuch a Mother, was of itſelf enough to 
throw me into Deſpair, but the cruel Circumſtances. with 
which her Death was accompanied, entirely depriv'd me 
of my Reaſon I made frequent Attempts on my 
Life, but ſome of my Relations, who, ſince this laſt 


Accident never left me, had ſo conſtant an Eye over 
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me, that to their Vigilance I am indebted for my Pre- 
I continued a- 
bove a Month in the reſolution of deſtroying myſelf, my 
Frenzy prompting me to believe it was the only Reparation 
I could make, for the Miſchiefs I had occafioned; at length 
through the Grace of God, and the frequent Exhortations 
of a worthy and pious Ecclefiaſtic brought me by little 
and little to myſelf he prevail'd on me, after hearing 
a Recital of all my Misfortunes, to have recourſe to Hea- 
ven alone : My Sincerity and Innocence appeared plain 
to him, and he accepted my Confeſſion as of that of a 
ſincere Penitent ; I was indeed ſo, that Pride which had 
brought on all my Woes being now quite mortified in me, 
the Spirit of Devotion took its Place, and in that I receiv- 
ed a Conſolation no Words are able to expreſgm—_ 
Ah! when opprelt by Cares too weighty for frail human 
Nature to ſupport, where can we find Relief but in the 
Boſom of our Creator there alone we can hope 
to enjoy true Peace there alone be ſafe from the 
Deceits, and Cruelties of an 8 and enſnaring and 
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a barbarous World———-the good Prieſt doubted not 
from the Circumſtances of my Story, but that ſome un- 
natural Means had been put in practiſe on me, aſſured me 
that in ſpite of the dreadful Conſequences which had at- 
| tended it, I might reaſonably hope Mercy —— He 
: reminded me, that Providence by the moſt unexpected 
Means often accompliſhed its Decrees ; and that Heaven 
out of Love to its Creatures, made them ſometimes ap- 

r moſt wretched, in order to render them in reality 
moſt happy, by bringing the whole Mind and Depen- 
dance to itſelf, and entirely wean'd from the Follies of 
the World He added I had Cauſe to think myſelf 
of that Number, and that theſe uncommon Misfortunes 
were inflicted on me only to make me eminently pious, 

Theſe Admonitions frequently repeated, were like 
Balfam to my wounded Mind, and after paſſing nine Days 
as the holy Father enjoin'd in Meditation, Faſting, and 
Prayer, methought an Inſpiration from above induced me 
to make a Vow of what my Mother had fulfIld, if not 
cut off by Death, and after that, reſolved to become a 
Nun, whatever incident ſhould bappen to tempt me, to 
2 continuance in the World, and divide the large Fortune 
now devolved on me between publick Charities, and tho e 
of my Kindred, according as their ſeveral Wants deman- 
ded, without regarding Proximity of Blood. 

When I had formed this Deſign, I communicated it to 
my ſpiritual Duector he ſincerely rejoiced to find 
in me ſuch pious Sentiments, inſpired as he ſaid by Grace, 
the greateit Mark we can receive of the divine Fayour ; 
but he diſapproved of the Pilgrimage, becauſe of the 1n- 
converiences and Dangers to which a young Woman, 
ſach as I was, might be expoſed to in ſo long a Journey, 
and offer'd me a Diſpenſation from my Vow ; but I was 
ſo ſtrongly bent upon undertaking it, that he at laſt con- 
ſented, and gave me the beit Advice for regulating my 
Conduct, and avoiding thoſe Perils his Prudence foreſaw 
would attend the Performance. 

Before I began my Pilgrimage, I ſet my Affairs in 
Order, and diſpoſed as I had before reſolved of my Eſ- 

ſerving only to myſelf what was abſolutely is! 
„ ce ſlaiy 
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ceſſary for that ſtate of Life, I had reſolved to enter 3nto 
——  —- My Relations uſed their utmoſt Efforts to diſſuade 


me from making over my Fortune, remonſtrating tomie, 
that if any Accident ſhould oblige me to change my pre. 
ſent Way of thinking, 1 muſt be oblig'd to depend on 
others for my Subſiſtence; but my Steadineſs furmounted 
all their Arguments, and when they faw ] had in Smce- 
rity no farther Conſideration for the things of this World, 
they left me at Liberty to follow my ownDefigns. 

'The Evening before my Departure, I had an Attack 
little inferior to my former ones I received at the 
ſame time two Letters from Bellixay the firſt in- 
form'd me how much he ſuffer'd by being ſeparated from 
me, and was fill'd with a thouſand Proteſtations of a moſt 
violent and faithful Paſſion it brought me alſo an 
Account that his Father was dead, and had left him Mat- 


ter of an ample Fortune, and concluded with affuring me 


that Decorum alone had prevented him from coming, the 
Moment he found himſelf at Liberty, to offer at my Feet 
all he was poſleſt of. In a Poſteript, he entreated me to 
reflect ſeriouſly on what he propoſed, and added that 1 
ought not to think I was ſo much my own Miftrefs, as 
to diſpoſe of myſelf to any other Man. | 

This fort of Courtſhip, from a Man who had never 
preſumed to mention his Paſſion to me, but in thoſe 
ambiguous Words he faid at parting, ſeem'd very parti- 
cular, and I knew not well what to make of ſuch an 
extraordinary Proceeding, till breaking open the ſecond 
Letter, which was dated two Days after the firſt, and 
wrote leſt I ſhould hefitate in coming to a Reſolution, 
I found all the Horrours of my Fate explored- 
He. there declared himſelf my Huſband that he 
had enjoyed me as a Wife, and vainly endeavoured to 
pan the Villany, he employed to compaſs his Deſigns, 


by the Exceſs of his Paſſion, and the Exceſs of my 


Haughtineſs of Nature. He acquainted me, that in the 
dread of ever beirg able to conquer my Antipathy to 
Marriage, he had given me a fleeping Potion, which 
at firſt he had no other View in preſcribing, than to 
Remedy, wy too great 3 during my IIlneſs; 


3 but 
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but the Opportunity appearing ſo favourable to his fu. 
ture lawful Deſigns, he could not reſiſt taking the Advan- 
tage of it, flattering himſelf, that in Caſe a Pledge of 
his Love ſhould appear, Decency would engage me to 
confent to what he doubted all his Sollicitations would not 
bring to paſs. | 

Now was the fatal Myſtery explain'd——now the 
Source of all thoſe irremediable Ills, I had ſuſtain'd, 
was no longer hid in Clouds. I knew the Wretch 
who had undone me, and that all I had been accuſed of, 
excepting my Hypocriſy, was but too true. Reli- 
gion, however, and reſtraining Grace, prevented me 
trom any Extravagance. I reſented as I ought-the 
Injury done me, and in ſpite of all the Tenderneſs I had 
for him, reſolv'd to ſee him no more. I went im- 
mediately to Prayers, beſeeching God to accept of the 
Sacrifice I now made of my Inclination, for this unwor- 
thy Lover,and begg'd that as Pride had before determined 
me not to receive his Addreſſes, ſo now Devotion might 
enable me to avoid both them and him. I then renew'd 
my Vow of becoming a Recluſe, and I thank Heaven 
have never once repented of it; and I truſt the ſame 
Divine Infpiration which gave me Grace to make it, 
will always continue with me, and ſupport me againſt 
every thing that has a Tendency to break it. 

It is now a Year and a Day ſince I quitted Montpellier, 
in the Equipage you ſee me; I have had the good For- 
tune to meet with no troubleſome Adventure to delay my 
Pilgrimage, which being now expired, To-Morrow I 
bid an eternal Adieu to the World 

Thus, added the ſorrowful Pilgrim, have I given you 
the full Account of my Misfortunes, no Particular of 
which can ever be obliterated from my Memory 
and as Pride and Self-Sufficiency was my Ruin, for my 
great Humiliation, I made a Law in myſelf, never to 
refuſe the Recital of them, to ſuch as defire it; with 
this Condition annex'd, which I did not before mention 
to you, becauſe I am perſuaded of your Compliance, it 
is to do ſome Act of Piety in my Behalf, that the ſu- 
preme Being may enable me to perſevere in the A 
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Sentiments he has inſpired me with, and Fortitude to 

carry them into Execution. an 
Here did Lindamine conclude, and the Tears which 
ſhe had with ſo much Difficulty reſtrain'd, now burſt 
forth in ſuch Abundance, that even the Count De Saint 
Fal, gay as he was, could ſcarce forbear ſympathizing 
in her juſt Griefs ; for my Part, I felt an Anguiſh little 
ſhort of what I had done in the moſt melancholy 'Turns 
I had experienced in my own Fortune. As ſoon as theſe 
Demonſtrations of Grief were a little over, we thank'd 
her for the Pains ſhe had given herſelf to oblige us, and 
I then ask'd her, if the Convent ſhe had made Choice 
of, was far diſtant from the Place where we were: .On 
which ſhe told me ſhe had not fix'd on any particular 
one ; that it was altogether indifferent to her where ſhe 
retir'd, and that ſhe purpos'd on her Steward's Arrival, 
to ſend him to enquire out ſome Convent, where ſhe 
might not be known ; for as ſhe intended to quit the 
World intirely, ſhe would not go into one near where ſhe 
had liv'd, and elſewhere the had no Objection. | 
On her ſaying this, a Thought came into my Head 
that migiat be ſerviceable to her, and at the ſame time 
give me an Opportunity of relating my preſent Circum- 
ſtances, both to Nladam De G , and my dear 
Saint Agnes, who was never abſent from my Mind. 
With this View I recommended in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
I could to Lindamine, the Monaſtery 1 came from, and 
told her I would dire& her to a Lady, who honour'd me 
with her Friendſhip, and who partly on that Score, and 
much more out of her fingular Piety and Sweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition, would take Pleaſure to oblige her in this 
Affair; which I aſſur'd her lay greatly in her Power, as. 
the Abbeſs was much devoted to her, and would receive 

with open Arms, any ore that came from her. 0 
Lindamine ſeem'd charm'd with this Propoſal, and 
made me a thouſand Acknowledgments : I gave her the 
Character of Saint Agnes, and made her ſenſible of the 
Conſolation, ſhe would find in the Society of that charm- 
ing Nun. As nothing is more pleaſing than to talk of 
thoſe we love, I could 1 expatiating a great deal 
| 4 O 
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on this Topick ; but the Count having never ſeen ber, and 
conſequently could have no ſhare in this Diſcourſe, inter- 
rupted me, by asking my Permiſſion, to go before it was 
too late in the Evening, and try the Benefit of the Air 
for a violent Head-Ach, which he ſaid had afflicted him 
figce Dinner. I anſwer'd him only with a low Bow, 
and he immediately retired. 

When he was gone, I preſs'd Lindamine, again to 
think of no other Convent than that I had mention'd ; 
and ſhe aſſur d me, ſhe would go the next Day to Ma- 
dam De G. —, and as ſoon as that Lady had done 
what I had made her hope, ſhe would enter direRaly ; 
aſter this we began again on the Subject of Saint Agnes, 
and I related the Particulars of her Story, to the End 
the fair Pilgrim might believe her Misfortunes, were 
tuch as would readily induce her to pity thoſe of ano- 
ther. Ah! cry'd that unhappy Lady, if your 
fair Friend had the ſmalleſt of my Crimes to reproach 
herlelf with, the Cruelty of her Fate would be dread- 
fully extenuated; but, alas, no Woes are equal to the 
Horrors of a guilty Conſcience. 

Lindamine perceiving by the Hiſtory I gave her of 
my Friend, that I was entruſted with her Papers, which 
J was at a Loſs how to deliver, told me with the moſt 
obliging Air, that if I would venture them in her 
Hands, that ſhe would undertake they ſhould be given 
to the Perſons directed to; by the Means of a truſty Ser- 
vant, who was to come to her the next Day, and who 
ſhe would ſend Expreſs with them, and return with an 
Account to her, how far he had been able to execute his 
Commiſſion. I found this Way fo eaſy and ſo ſpeedy, 
that tranſported to think the Satisfaction Saint Agnes, 
would find in having an Affair, ſhe ſo much wiſh'd ac- 
compliſh'd, that I threw myſelf at Lindamine's Feet to 
teſtify my Joy and Gratitude. This beautifat Woman 
charm'd with my Good-nature, entreated to know 1n 
her Turn, who I was; and imagining by the Sighs 1 
ſometimes vented, and a certain Air of Melancholy, 
which I could not always diſguiſe, that there was ſome- 
thing peculiar in the Accidents that had befallen 2 
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preſſed me very much to relate my Hiſtory, aſſuring me 
at the ſame time no- body could be more intereſted in it. 


On which I told her with a Smile, that it would be a 


very ill Return for her Civilities, to trouble her with a 
Detail of my Misſortunes; but ſhe renewing her Re- 
queſt, I ſaid Saint Agnes ſhould receive Permiſſion from 
me to ſatisfy her Curioſity ; and added, the agreeable 
Manner in which that beautiful Nun would relate it, 
would render the Circumſtances leſs tedious. The 
Politeneſs of Lindamine, oblig'd her to ſeem content 
with this Promiſe, tho' I could eaſily perceive it ſerv'd 
only to encreaſe her Impatience. 

After ſome mutual Demonſtrations of a laſting Friend- 
ſhip to each other, I ſet myſelf to writing. My Letter to 
Madam De 6, was taken up with recommend- 
ing the fair Pilgrim, teſtifying the high Senſe I had of 
all the Favours ſhe had heap'd upon me, and entreating 
ſhe would always remember poor F eanetta in her Prayers. 
That to Saint Agnes was much longer, I there poured 
out my whole Soul, related all had happen'd to me, 
ſince I left the Convent, and after letting her know how 
happy I was in having an Opportunity to ſerve her ; 
d that if the Marquis ſhould come to the Convent, 
or ſend Dubois, as I imagin'd he would, ſhe would aſ- 
ſure that generous Lover, that in all Events, my Heart 
og. as long as Life remain'd be devoted to him 
alone. 

It was near Eight o' Clock before I had finiſſid my 
Diſpatches, and this important Buſineſs being over, I 
began to think of Saint Fal, and was ſurprized to heer 
he was nor yet return'd. The perfect Reſpe& te 
now treated me with, had eraced from my Mind all Re- 
membrance of his Behaviour the firſt Day ke had me 
in his Power, and the Confidence he repoſed in me, in 
leaving me ta myſelf in a Place, where I might hare 
had an Opportunity of eſcaping from him, if I had at- 
tempted it," created in me a kind of an Eſteem, ard 
render'd me uneaſy, left ſome ill Accident had happen'd, 
and. prevented him from coming back, At Nine, 
my Surprize encreas'd, and I went down into the Court- 
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Yard of the Cabara to enquire of the People concerning 


him they told me he was gone, as they imagin'd, 
to kill ſome Game, and that probably he was watching 
to ſhoot a Hare-———:s I knew very well that Sport(- 
men had no Conlideraticn of Hovr-, I believ'd that 
might be the Caſe, and return'd to Lindamine better ſa- 
ti fied; but was ſtrangely ſurprized to find at her Feet a 
Man of a very gracetul Appearance, who ſeem'd to urge 
ſomething to her with great Vehemence, while ſhe en- 
deavoured to get free from his Importunities, and ſtrug- 
led as he held her two Hands cloſe preſs'd between his. 
I was going to retire without teſtifying any Deſire of 
Frying into the Myſtery of this new Adventure; but 
Lindamine cry'd out, no, no, beautiful Feanetta, come 
in, and by your Preſence and Advice aſſiſt me in defend- 
ing myſelf from the Afaults of this baſe Man 
this moſt unworthy Wretch who dares pretend to call 
himſelf my Lover. Behold here Hellixay, con- 
tinued ſhe, the Brutal Raviſher———the Author of all 
my Ctimes, of all my Miſeries; yet after having ren- 
der d me fo unhappy, would needs perſuade the black 
Defigns he put in Practice, are Proofs of a warrantable 
AﬀeAion 


Ves, charming Lindamine, cry'd Bellizay, interrupt- 
ing her with a moſt violent Emotion, may Heaven this 
Inftant ſtrike me with its ſevereſt Vengeance, if ever I 
had the leaſt impure Intention towards you from 
the firſt Moment I beheld you, all my Defires center'd 
in the glorions Ambition of being one Day yours, by 
fuch Means as you and your Parents ſhould approve ; 
Aut you reproach me, ah, too unjuſt, and cruel as 
you are, with being the Occaſion of your Misfortunes ; 
how eaſy it is for me to retort it, and appeal to your 
own Heart, if that Diſtaſte you expreſs'd for Marriage, 
did not in a manner enforce me to be guilty of what you 
call a Crime. The Parity between our Births, our 
Fortunes, our Years ; your Father's deſire of ſeeing me 
his Son-in-Law, all this joined together, and oppoſed 
only by an unaccountable Caprice, rather than any Diſ- 


gait to my Perſon or Character, tempted me to * the 
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only Means, as I then thought it, of making you mine* 
I pleaded guilty, O] adorable Linda mine 
but as I cannot think you hate me. I have a thou- 
fand Inſtances, which you unknowing to yourſelf have 
given me of the contrary, render us not both unhappy. 
ou are my Wife——my dear Wife. — 
Hold ! barbarous Man, cry'd ſhe, weeping, call me 
not by that odious Name nor think I will ever 
forgive the baſe Methods you took to enſnare me into & 
Conſent to wear it. O! Heayen, purſued ſhe in- 
the bittereſt Agony, that you can dare to think you ha 
a Right. Yes, reſumed he, rly, I have 
Right which nothing can deprive me of, and I will die 
ore I renounce the Title of your Huſband. Be you 


the Judge, Madam, ' faid this unfortanate Lover, addreſ- 


ling himſelf to me! leave my Fate to your De- 
ciſion. I take you at your Word, reply'd Lindamine 
haſtily, I am too well ſatisfy'd of her Sentiments of Ho- 


nour and Religion, to doubt if ſhe will defer paſſing 


Sentence in my Favour. 


Bellixay finding his Fate depended on me, roſe from 


the Poſture he was in, and began to ingratiate himſelf by 
exaggerating his Paſſion, his Tenderneſs and Conſtancy 3 
he endeavour'd to palliate his Temerity, and the fatal 
Conſequences of it, by many ſpecious Arguments, and 
then proceeded to alledge, that as what was done was 
impoſſible to be recall'd, Hymen ought now to repair 
the Fault of his paſt Conduct, and that if he even loy'd 
the charming Lindamine leſs, Honour would oblige him 
to inſiſt on being her Huſband in the Face of the World, 
as he was already ſo in the Eyes of Heaven. After this 
he proceeded to paint the Torments he had endured, in 
being abſent from her, in the moſt lively Colours; he 

zve me an Account of the many adyantageous Matches 

> had refus'd for her ſake, and that being much urged” 
on that Head by his Relations, he left Lisbon to avoid 
their Importunities, and came to Montpellier in order to 
ſacrifice all theſe Offers to her, who had his Heart; thæt 
hearing on his Arrival ſhe had quitted that Place; he 


had for war a Year wander'd ima vain Search of * 
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till returning to Montpellier, he heard by Accident. ſhe 
bad ſent for a Chaiſe, which he follow'd without being 
obſerved by him that drove it ; and was now come either 
to obtain her Pardon, or put an End to his Deſpair be- 
fore her Eyes. | 

I gave Bellizay all the Time he deſired, to embelliſh 
his Defence with every Argument, Love and Wit could 
furniſh bim with; and finding he had done, I turn'd to 
Lindamine, and aſk'd if ſhe had any thing to add to 
what ſhe had before inform'd me of. No, Madam, an- 
fwer'd ſhe, nor do I think there needs any Addition to 
Facts, ſuch as have been the Conſequence of his fatal 
Inclination. 

This being ſufficient to make me know ſhe perliſted 
in her Reſolution, I addreſs'd myſelf to Bellixay, and 
gave my Arbitration in theſe or the like Terms. Since 
you think fit, Sir, faid I, to refer your Fate to my Opi- 
nion in this Caſe, I am extremely ſorry to acquaint you 
it is widely difterent from yours. You muſt alſo 
forgive me, when I ſay, nay, will take upon me to 
maintain you are not only unworthy of the Happineſs 

ou aim at ; but even of the Society of Perſons of any 
licacy, as you have broke through all the Rules of 
Honour, Decency and Integrity, to which you ſo vainly 
pretend Zis it poſſible that with that fine Under- 
ſtanding and Education you have (for it would be Injuſ- 
tice to deny you either the one or the other) you could 
ſo far forget the Duty wing to yourſelf The 
Crimes of ſeducing, or even forcing a Woman's Virtue, 
great as they are, are yet more excuſeable than what 
you have been guilty of ? The firſt may be com- 
pared toa Man, who conſcious of ſuperior Strength and 
Skill, attacks one no way| equal to him, and to 
Fight with an Aſſurance of Victory, yet full ſome 
lacky Chance may ſave the Weaker, at leaſt he has an 
Opportunity of attempting his Defence; but your Con- 
duct reſembles that of an Aſſaſſin, who ſtabs his Antago- 


niſt in the Back, or when he is aſleep, at a time when 


he is wholly incapable of warding off the Blow, or 
even knowing from whom he receives it RN 
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Sir, it muſt be confeſs'd, that a Procceding ſuch as 


yours, is truly an Aſſaſſination, Lou pretend. al- 
ſo, that Love ſuggeſted to you to commit this Outrage; 
no, Sir, true Love never inſpired its Votaries with  Baſe- 


neſs : That Paſſion which centers in a Self-Gratification, 


is far unworthy of the Name of Love. A Lady 
from whom I received ſome Part of my Education, and 
whois with Reaſon, highly eſteem'd for Delicacy and 
Penetration, always taught me, that the way to diſtin- 
guiſh a real Tenderneſs, was to ſeem not always on one's 
Guard before the Perſon who pretended to it, and accor- 


ding as he took or declined taking any 2 of 


that ſuppoſed Weakneſs, one might judge of his 
rity 
Paſſion ; what Obligation does a Man confer on his Miſ- 
treſs, when he adores her becanſe ſhe appears beautiful 
in his Eyes ? But if it is not in his power to render her hap- 
py, and he makes a Sacrifice of his Deſires, and yields his 
hopes to a Rival every way qualified to compleat her 
Wiſhes, he is then, indeed, a Lover, becauſe he prefers the 
good of the beloved Object to his own. It muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd, indeed, the preſent Age affords bur few Inſtances. 
of {uch a diſintereſted Aﬀettion; but, nevertheleſs, I 
am well afſur'd there are Perſons, whoſe Greatneſs of 
Soul would enable them in ſuch an Occaſion to teſti- 


fy it. | 


In fine, continued I, there can be no true Love that 


is not accompanied with the niceſt Regard to Honow 
neither can its Conſequences ever be fortunate ; _ beca 
Paſſions founded on Self-Gratification, will excite other 
Paſſions, which will claſh with each other; but When 
Love has Virtue for its Guide, it prevents. all the Mb 
chief that frequently, if not always ariſe from the Sal- 
lies of a diſorderly Inclination. How little Ex- 
perience ſoever I have, I believe, I have given you the 
Qutlines of the Picture of what a Lover ought. to be; 
and to ſuch a one, I think Mademoiſelle Lindamine is 
juſtly entitled ; and which had ſhe found in you, that 
Averſion to Marriage, which ſeem'd ſo unconquerable, 
Time and a perſect Knowledge of your Worth, might 
. : VG 
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have ſubdued, and you would both have been compleatly 
bleſt; whereas now nothing can be more unhappy . 
Reflect on the dreadful Ills your Indiſcretion has occa- 
ion d ——How wretched even to an extreme, you 
have made the Woman, whoſe Felicity ſhould have been 
your fole Care. —] the firſt Place, ſhe is unknow- 
ingly the cauſe of her poor Infant's Death in the 
next, ſhe lofes the moſt tender and bet of Fathers. 
Then provoked by an impertment Anſwer, ſhe embrues 
her Hands in the Blood of a Perſon appointed to attend 
her Then ſends to the Grave oppreſt with Grief 
a moſt aſſectionate Mother, After this attempts 
to lay violent Hands on her own Life; all which Crimes 
though innocently committed, or attempted, demand 
Attonement, nor can ſhe do leſs than devote the reſt of 
her Days entirely to Acts of Piety. Religion 
and Honour require this of her, and a Cloiſter can atone 
compoſe the Tumults of Remorſe. Let this generous 
Effort be equall'd on your Side, and if you cannot gain 
fo noble a Victory over yourſelf, give at leaſt this laſt 
Proof of your Love, not to moleſt her in the Execution 
of her Purpoſes. 

J had no ſooner mention'd a Cloiſter, than this dif- 
conſolate Lover threw himſelf again at the Feet of Linda- 
mine, with all the Marks of the moſt fincere Repentance 
His Expreſſions were ſo touching, his Deſpair ſo lively, 
that the Paſſion ſhe had formerly been poſſeſs'd of for 
him, began to revive ; ſome Sparks of it, in ſpite of all 
her Caution forced their way, and Bllixay no leſs diſ- 
cerning than amorous, eaſily perceived the Effect his Pre- 
ſence and Diſcourſe had on her Heart; and purſued the 
Advantage he had gain'd with ſo much Wit and Elo- 
quence ; that ſhe no longer had any Arguments to offer, 
and only inſiſted on her Vow, which ſhe told him, ſhe 
neither could nor would attempt to break. 

I muſt confeſs I pitied her Situation extremely, and trem · 
bled for her Reſolution, which I found was on the Point 
of being ſhaken — 25 I thought it impoſſible for her 
to enjoy any true Happineſs in the World, after what 
had befallen her, eſpecially with the Perſon, _ un- 
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fortunate and ill: govern'd Paſſion had been the Cauſe, E 
heartily wiſh'd he might not be able to prevail on her 3 
but the ſoon eas'd me of my Apprehenſions and Suſpence, 
by a Behaviour worthy the Imitation of all, who have 
any Reaſons to put in PraQtice that difficult Virtue of 
Self-Denial, in the things their Souls molt love. 

Bellizay having made a long H to prove, that 
a Vow'ſuch as hers was of little Conſequence, and that 
any Prieſt had power to grant a Diſpenſation, eſpecial- 
ly, as there were ſuch powerful and previous Reaſons, 
for her laying herſelf under other Bonds than thoſe of 
the Church; the charming Pilgrim ſtarted from her 
Seat, and without making him any Anſwer, flung her- 
ſelf upon her Knees, and lifting up her Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven. Oh! Power ſupreme! {aid ſhe, who 
haſt inſpired me with a Reſolution of quitting this falſe 
World and all its Cares, enable me I beſeech thee, to 
fulfil the Vow I have made, and-which I now confirm, 
to ſacrifice my future Days to thee alone. 

Bellizay at hearing this, could ſet no Limits to his 
Deſpair and drawing his Sword, cry'd, thus 
then I ſacrifice to cruel Lindamine : It was as much as 
the united Force of both of us could do, to hinder the 
Effect of his Raſhneſs, and our Strength in endeavouring 
to force the Weapon from him, had not prevented it 
from paſſing through his Body; had not Zindamine'y 
more prevailing Words obliged him to ſheath it: Hold, 
cruel Man, faid ſhe, too much Blood already have I to 
anſwer for let me not have another Death to 
mourn. 

To mourn, reply'd he, Ah! could J hope you would 
lament my Fall, Life would be worth preſerving ;—— 
but, vain Thought have you not vowed my ever- 
laſting Miſery—————do you not fly to a Cloiſter to 
avoid me. Well, go ; but firſt behold the End of 
him who cannot live without you. 

With theſe Words he made a ſecond Attempt, bat 
Lindamine threw herſelf upon him, ſaying you ſhall not 
die. Do not Bellizay terrify me in this manner 
= my Blood runs cold through all my Veins, 
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I tremble, and in the Conſternation you have put me, 
am unable to know myſelf, what I would do to fave 
vou allow me but this Night to recollect; To- 
morrow you ſhall have my Anſwer— -perhaps, it 
may be conformable to your Inclinations. 

He was about to reply ; but ſhe conjured him to retire, 
and leave her to the Privilege of Thought; I join'd in her 
Requeſt, and told him that he ought to be ſatisfied for 
the preſent, with what ſhe had faid ; on which doubtleſs 
flattering himſelf, that the Sight of his Deſpair had 
wrought the Effect he wiſl'd, he was at laſt prevail'd 
on to leave the Room, though not till he had utter'd 
things might have ſhook the firmeſt Reſolution. 

As ſoon as he was gone, Lindamine having wip'd away 
ſome Tears, which in ſpite of her, trickled down her 
Cheeks, ought I not to bluſh, ſaid ſhe to me, after 
having betrayed ſo much Weakneſs ; but deareſt FJeanet- 
ta, let me not be prejudiced too haſtily in your Eſteem ; 
for notwithſtanding the Force of a Paſſion revived at the 
Preſence of him, who firſt inſpired it, and the Deſpair 
he has teſtified before me; fill will I perſiſt in my Re- 
ſolution, and you ſhall fee me put in Execution, with the 
utmoſt Courage, what I have vowed to perform. 

She had ſcarce left off ſpeaking, when the Steward ſhe 
had mention'd came into the Room ; ſhe acquainted him 
with her Uneaſineſs on the Account of Bellixay; and he 
before knowing ber Intention of going to a Monaſtery, we 
all „that the beſt way to eſcape the Vigilance of 
this diſtracted Lover, which doubtleſs would not reſt at ſo 
critical Juncture, was, that ſhe and I ſhould change Bed- 
Chambers; and early in the Merning ſhe ſhould ſet out 
in the Count's Chaiſe, which might carry her to ſome 
Place of Safety, and return time enough for our Depar- 
ture. I made no queſtion, but a Perſon of Monſieur 
De Saint Fal's generous Diſpoſition, would readily aſſiſt 
in fo laudable an Enterprize, and therefore gave Orders 
to his Poſtilion to have the Chaiſe ready by Day-break. 

In theſe Contrivances a conſiderable time was 2 
and the Clock ſtruck Ten without any News of the 
Count's arriving: I was really very much concern'd at 


it, 
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it, and eould not expreſſing to his Valet de Chamber, 
that I thought wry, not very well become 
him; on which he took a Guide and Lights with him, 
and went out to ſeek his Maſ ter. 

What made me the more troubled, leſt any Misfortune 
ſhould have happened, was, that T'look'd on myſelf as 
partly the Occaſion : Being convinced that the chief Mo- 
tive which induced the Count to go out, was to leave me 
the Liberty of entertaining the lovely Pilgrim, to take 
off all Appearance of Conſtraint on my Actions. 

I perceived, indeed, he was poſleſs'd of a very great 
Paſſion for me; but then as he behav'd with ſo much 
Honour and Reſpect towards me; I thought neither my 
Virtue, nor my Affection for his Couſin the Marquis, 
laid me under any Obligation to reſent the Sentiments I 
had inſpired him with all required on my Side 
being not to encourage, or approve any Declaration. of 
that Sort. Inclinations cannot be controul'd, but Ac- 
tions may, and when 2 Woman by her Merit has created 
a real Paſſion in a Man of Honour, and after his avow- 
ing himſelf her Admirer, ſhe has aſſur'd him her Aﬀec- 
tions are elſewhere engag*d, I can ſee no Reaſon, why 
ſhe ſhould ſcruplouſly avoid his Company, provided ſhe 
allows him no Opportunities inconſiſtent with Decency. 
AﬀeQation and Preciſeneſs are no Proofs of true 
Virtue : Experience convinces us, that the moſt aban- 
don'd frequently fcreen their Vices under thoſe Maſks, 
and I would not adviſe any Woman, who is truly valu- 
able to wear them, however, cenſorious the III. judging 
World may be on what they call a free Behaviour. Ac- 
cording to this Maxim, I treated the Count De Saint 
Fal, in a manner becoming his Quality, and as a Per- 


ſon to whom I was obliged, yet at the ſame time gave 


him no room to flatter himſelf, my Gratitude to him 
would extend to the Prejudice of the Man I loved. But 
o return. : 
Linddntfne, deſirous of ſetting out before Bellizay 
could have any Thoughts ſhe was awake, went to my 
Bed as we agreed ; but not till we had taken a Farewel 
vt each other, more conformable to that of = ang 
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Friendſhip, thau of the Acquaintance of a few Hours ; 
and ſo great an Eſteem had we mutually conceived for 


each other, that this Separation coit both of us many 


Tears. I entreated ſhe would let me hear often from 
her, as ſoon as I ſhould be able to ſend her proper Di- 
rections, and ſhe aſſured me ſhe ſhould comply with my 
Requeſt ſo readily, as by the Trouble ſhe ſhould give 
me, might, perhaps, make me repent I had given her 
that Liberty. After this ſhe went to her Repoſe, but I 
could not be prevail'd upon to think of taking any, till 
I keard ſome News what was become of the Count. 


The End of the FIFTH PART. 
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LE VEN, Twelve, and One o'Clock 
Pas paſt, yet no Saint Fal ap- 
pear'd, and my Uneaſineſs encreas'd 
do chat Degreee, that not all the En- 
treaties of the Woman of the Houſe, 
could prevail on me either to 
ae cat any Supper, or go to Bed; till a 
Horſe ſtopping at the Door, one of the Servants call'd 


=> 


out haſtily, that a Meſſenger from the Count was arriv'd. +. 


Immediately after, a Man booted and ſpur'd 
came into my Chamber, of whom I haſtily enquired 
for Monſicur De Saint Fal: And he treply'd that he _— 
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left him about 20 Miles off having rid Poſt with him fo 
far. 'This News aſtoniſhed me indeed, and I could not 
help aſking a thouſand Queſtions in a Breath, I 
the meaning of this ſtrange Proceeding and what coul 
induce him to ſo ſudden and unlook'd for a Departure, 
on which he delivered me a Letter, and told me that he 
doubted not but I ſhould find in that a fuller Information 
than any he was able to give me: I added no more 
but having haſtily broke the Seal, I was ſupriz'd at read- 
ing the following Lines ; 


To the beautiful 7 eanetta, | 
A I have reaſon to apprehend from the Obſervations 


I have made of your Sweetneſs of your Diſpoſition, 
that my Departure and Abſence might occaſion in you 
ſome Diſquiet for the Cauſe, I ſhould have been utterly 
unworthy of that Friendſhip I would merit by my 
Actions, if I had not ſent an Expreſs with all poſſible | 
Speed to put an End to your ſuſpence. As I went on a 
Buſineſs meerly to ſerve you, I had not made a Secret of 
my Journey ; but that I flattered myſelf to have accom- 
Pliſhed it, and returned with the News of it before you 
could have had any ſuſpicion on what purpoſe I had gone 
the pleaſing Surprize it would have given you, 
flattered theDelicacy of thoſe Ideas, which the difintereſted 
Affection I have for you, has inſpired me with, and the 
Accident which deprived me of that Satisfaction, has 
been no ſmall diſappointment to me. 
My Intention, O] charming Feanetta, was to have 
prepared a Place for you, where you might remain with 
Safety and Convenience, till all the Tempeſts of your Fate 
were over, and you ſettled in the World, as you juſtly 
deſerve ; but when I arrived at Saint G, a Town 
which ſeemed to be molt likely to anſwer both theſe Ends, 
how was I amazed to find at the entrance my Couſin the 
young Marquis 4 J.. whom I thought 
in Lorrain : He appeared no leſs aſtoniſhed at the Sight 
of me————the Confuſion of his Behaviour gave me 
ſome room to imagine he ſuſpected what my m—_ 
re 
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here was I will acquaint you To- morrow, with 
the Reaſons that would not ſuffer me to deal with him 
in the ſincere manner I have been accuſtomed ; but I 
know you have too much Wit, and Penetration, not to 
gueſs part of them Never Man, however, was 
more perplex'd than I was, during the whole Time I 
was in his Company, glad ſhould I have been to have 
avoided ſuch an Interview, and the many Queſtions he 
aſk'd me but the great Intimacy between us, as well as 


Nearneſs of Blood, would not permit I ſhould excuſe 


myſelf from ſupping with him. Our Converſation turn'd 
on Matters wholly indifferent to either of us, and tho I 
could perceive he was a thouſand Times on the Point of 
ſpeaking of his adorable Jeanetta, yet he as often re- 
ſtrain'd himſelf; which confirmed me more and more 
that he had ſome Miſtruſt of me, and as nothing can ren- 
der a Perſons Company leſs agreeable, we had no ſooner 
given over eating than we ſeparated under different Pre- 


tences : My Couſin {aid he was obliged to ride Poſt back 


to Pont a- Mouſſon, for having come with a Deſign to go 
to Court, as unagining he might now appear, the Cheva- 
lier D' Elbieux being recovered of his Wounds, but that 
he had met ſome of his Friends on the Road, who let him 
know it was proper he ſhould abſent himſelf a little lon- 
er. Butalas I was not to be impoſed upon on this Head, 
am too ſenſible of the Power of your Charms, not to 
know 'twas you alone that drew him from his Retreat—— 
He doubtleſs has been inform d of his Father's Reſolution 
concerning you, and that I have been employed as his 
Inſtrument in the Affair what he now judges at 
ſeeing me without you I cannot determine, but am con- 
firm'd in my Conjecture as to the Motive of his quitting 
Lorrain, for having had him watch'd, when he took 
Leave of me to go as he ſaid to Pont-a-Moufſon, the Emiſ- 
ſary I ſent is juſt come back, and aſſures me that the 
Marquis, inſtead of taking the great Road turn'd into a 


Bye-Path, where having rode backward and forward 


ſeveral Times, he at laſt return'd into the Town by an- 
other Gateway. If in his Turn he has ſent any 


body 
after me, he will find I have not deceiv'd him, for inn 
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him I was going to Yer/ailles, where I indeed expect to 
be to-morrow; and if he imagines I act in Concert with 
my Uncle, as I doubt not but he does, my future Conduct 
will ſafficiently convince him to the contrary. 

It is for you to determine which way you ſhall act; 
but if I may be permitted to adviſe, in the Ambition 
J ſhall ever have of ſerving you, I ſhould think it moſt 
proper for you to meet me to-morrow at Verſaill. 


I will provide an Apartment for you, where you ſhall 


be received undera Name that will infallibly ſecure you 
from all Enquire———You will find a Man in the long 
Walk, who ſhall watch your coming, and vonduct you 
where you are toalight. Let not the Place give you any 
alarm, the old Marquis 44 , is in the Country, 
and as he is far from ſuſpecting how ill I obey his Orders 
will have no other Thought but you are where I ſhall 
retend I have diſpoſed you ſo that tho' at his Re- 
turn he ſhould happen to ſee you, he will never imagine 
you the Miſtreſs of his Son Oh Heaven ! with how 
much Pain do I give you that Title ; but you take 
Pleaſure in it, and 1 will not preſume to complain of you 
at leaſt, whatever I may do of my Fate———happen 
what will, in all Events you ſhall ever find in me a tin- 
cere Friend, who will not only ſecretly, but openly alſo, 
ſtand between you and every thing that might occaſion 
you diſquiet 1 beg you will let me know your 
Pleaſure by the Bearer, who knows where to find me, 
and has my Orders to return immediately with your 
Anſwer Iam with much more than Reſpect, 


O lovely Jeanetta, 
Your moſt humble, S.. 


De Saint Fal. 


In a Poſteript I found theſe Words. 


P. S. Conſider I beſeech you, adorable Feanetta, 


chat in the preſent Situation of your Affairs, it is of ex- 
| treme 
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treme Conſequence you ſhould avoid being ſeen by my 
too amiable Couſin. 


I read this Letter over ſeveral Times, before I was 


able to fix on any Reſolution : the Pleaſure it gave me to 
hear theſe new Proofs of the Marqui:'s Affection, was 
ſo exquiſite, that for ſome Moments it took up my whole 
Soul, and I could think on nothing elle his Quali 
the Charms of his Perſon———the Tenderneſs of 
his Paſſion, but above all his Sincerity might well be 
raviſhing to a young Heart, and I could not but rejoice 
when I reflected that the Warmth with which I thought 
of him; had the Excuſe of Gratitude for what he had 
done, and ſuffered for me, as well as his Perſeverance in 
combating with ſuch almoſt inſuperable Difficulties for 
my Sake. | 

I could not however diſapprove the Conduct of the 
Count de St. Fal on this Occaſion, tho' I plainly percei- 
ved Love and Jealouſy had the greateſt Share in it; but 
the engaging and reſpectful Mariner in which this new 
Lover behaved toward me, made me no Ways apprehen- 
five of the Conſequences of either. I was entring into a 
Train of Reflections, when the Meſſenger reminded me 
that my Anſwer would be impatiently waited-for, on 
which I ſet myſelf to confider what it was J ought to do 
the Abſerice of the Count, and the entire Liberty 
at which he leſt me, gave me now an Opportunity of 
throwing my ſeit into the Arms of my Family Ir 
indeed into thoſe of the Marquis, whom I could ſoon 
have adverti'ed ot my Efc2pe, and appointed him to meet 
me, but Ia y icon baniſhed all Thoughts of the ore, 
and Decenc Ji The her 14 Cottage was in uportable 
to my Pride, and a bel;wed Lower dangerous to my Virtue; 
tie complying with the Count de St. Fals deiires, ſeemed 
tierefore the \Iedivm between theſe two Extremes, fo 
wrote inſlantly to him, acquainting him that I relied 
ſo much on his Honour, as to reſolve to be entire!y gui- 
ced by him, and that I would take the Road to Ver- 
failes the next Day, where I hoped to find no Room to 
repent, by any Diſcontinuance of his Goocneſs to me, 
that J had depended on him. I 
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I had no ſooner ſent away this Letter, than I wiſhed, ] 
had it back again——— Ah! my God! faid I, to 
myſelf, what have I done, to what hazard will not the 
following the Advice of Monſieur de Saint Fal expoſe me 
to chuſe for my Reſidence a Place where the old Marquis 
2, has ſo much Power ga thouſand 
Accidents may happen to diſcover me to this proyoked 
Parent, and the Hatred he has already to me would be 
juſtly encreaſed by my Preſumption to come into his 
very Preſence, could be looked upon as no leis than an 
Inſult, a kind of Diſdain, a daring of his Reſentment 
But ſuppoſing I ſhould be able to avoid the 
Knowledge of the Father, can I expect to eſcape the 
Vigilance of the Son; what Name, or, what Diſguiſe 
can hide me from a Lover's Eyes, and then, Heaven 
what have I not to apprehend! what may not Jealouſy, 
Deſpair, and Amazement prompt him to? 

Theſe Reflections dwelt on my Mind ſome Time, 
till others of a different Nature made them give Place 
How am I certain, cried I, that the Count will always 
retain the ſame Moderation he at preſent treats me with; 
may not all his ſpecious Pretences of a diſintereſted 
Friendſhip, be but ſo many Wiles to enſnare my Heart, 
and win me by degrees to Love, and when he nnds he 
has but deceived himſelf, may he not then have recourſe 
to other means May not the ſame Principles with 
which the Chevalier D' Eibieux was actuated lie hid 
within him, which as his laſt reſource he may put in 
practice? O, too unwary 7 eanetta ! into what Dangers 
art thou running ſhould any of the Misfortunes 


thou now ſo jultly apprehendeſt fall upon thee, WO 


would com paſſionate thee ! Ah! 'tis too true, 
continued J, all the Troubles I now labour under, I am 
myſelf the Cauſe of ——had I leſs Vanity, or leſs Love, 
theſe continual 'Turmoils had been prevented, and | 
been ſecure in the peaceful Cottage where I firſt {aw 
Light— 2 poor Country Maid indeed ; but more 
truly beautiful arrayed in Innocence and Virtue, than in 
all the pompous Trifies the World is ſo much dazzled 


with. 


Theſe 
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"Theſe Ideas ſtruck me ſo ſtrongly, that I reſolved not 
to perform the Promiſe I had made Saint Fal ; but lay 
hold on the Opportunity he had given of eſcaping from 


his Power, and all the other Miichiefs that repreſented 
themſelves to me the Goodneſs of Madam de 
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G , and the tender Pity ſhe had always expreſs'd for 
me, made me imagine ſhe would again take me into her 
Protection, when the ſhould hear of the new Dangers to 
which my Virtue was expoſed ; and if it was impoſſible 
for her to keep me in her own Houſe, ſhe would at 
leaſt recommend me either to the Monaſtry where I had 
been before, or ſome other of equal Security. 
therefore determined to have Recourſe once more to 
this truly generous Lady, and go in the Chaiſe with 
Liudamine. 

Having thus ſettled what I would do, I got out of Bed, 
and went to the Chamber of the fair Pilgrim She 
was ſurprized to ſce me at that Hour; but when I com- 
municated to her my Intentions, and the Motives I had 
tor forming this new Deſign, ſhe entered immediately 
into it, and told me it was her Opinion I ought not to 
act otherwiſe, and having embraced me in a very af- 
tectionate Mann.r, and offered to divide the remaining 
Part of her Fortune with me, or at leaſt to pay what 
ſhould be required for my Admiſſion into a religious 
Houſe, if 1 were diſpoſed to that Life————Alas ! 
ſhe little knew that all my preſeat Terrors were only 
occaſioned by the Danger I was in of being compelled 
to it. I mace my Acknowledgments to her however, 
for her obliging Oiter, but could not help ſay ing with a 
Smile, that 1 thought ſuch a Change of too much 
Conſequence to be entered into without having well con- 
ndered on it She praiſed my Sincerity, and added. 
with a deep Sigh, that in the Situation ſhe was, little 
regard was to be paid to her PDeciſion. 

As it now grew near the Hour in which the Chaiſe 
was ordered, we ſet about preparing ourſelves to go, 
and the frequent Sighs intermingled with Tears, which 
the ſorrowlul Lindamine could not reſtrain, made me 
ke how diflicult it was, even for a Woman humbled to 
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"the Degree ſte was, and even fortified with ſuch a 
"Spirit of Devotion, to-think of parting forever from the 
Man ſhe loves. 

We were no ſooner ready, than Word was brought 
that the Chaiſe was at the Door; Lindamine, had 
muffled herſelf up for fear of meeting Bellixay, and was 
following me; but that diligent Lover had obſerved all 
our Motions the whele Night, and having over-heard 
Part of our Diſcourſe (as he afterwards eonfeſs d) quitted 
not the Chamber-Door after ſeeing me go into it, and 
when we opened it to go out burſt in upon us; Pardon 
my Deſpair, deareſt Lindamine, cried he, oppoſing our 
Paſſage, Death is a far leſs formidable Evil, than your 
unjuſt Deſigne but ah ! cruel as you are, how 
could you think of withdrawing yourſelf from the legiti- 
mate Right I have over you ? Right! replied the 
fair Pilgrim, in an angry Tone, legitimate Right!“ 
ought you nct to be covered with Shame and Con! uf! by | 
at the very Word what do you expect to prevail, 
becauſe you have taken it into your Head to img gine you 
ſhould do ſo ; but henceforward I will have no Regard L1 
no Pity for your Deſpair whether rc:! or pretended, but 
purſue my Duty and Inclination, neither of waich } 
however you may flatter yourſelf with vain Hopes will 
ever be of your fide. 

Be pleaſed to return to your Apartment, replied 
Bellizay in a calm but reſolute Voice; for be atlured | 
you go not hence without me | aſk your Pardon, 
Madam, ſaid he, to me, for prevent ng the Execution 
of your Advice; but you and the wi. © Wor'd ſhall fe} 
that in this, I am not to be deceived, With theſe! 
Words he would have taken Lindaminc's land to lead 
her in, but ſhe choſe to return of her own accord, rather 
than be compelled ; Heavens] criedwſhe, in an extraor-| 
dinary Agitatior, to what am I reduced, when theſe 
who ſhou!d treat me with the greateſt Reſpect pretend to 
command and tvrannize over me with thefe Words 
the threw herſelf into an eaſy Chair, and then again, 
what, reſumed ſhe, is it not enough, that you have ren 
dered me the moſt mi ſerable of all my Sex, that 42 
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drawn Miſchiefs on me, which never had . a Name 
but in my Fate are you not content that I am | 
wretched in this World, beyond all poſſibility of Relief, 
without wiſhing I ſhould forfeit all my Hopes too in 
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another, and periſh everlaſtingly ? - 
Bellizay, liſtned to all ſhe ſaid, with a ſullen Atten- 
ton, and after a ſhort Pauſe, I will leave you to com- 
pole yourſelf from this un „ as well as fruitleſs 
Grief, ſaid he, but before I go, I would have you con- 


* 


ider, that if Love has no influence over you, Honour f 


at leaſt ought not to be baniſhed from your Breaſt 
at leaſt I would adviſe you in my turn, to reflect ſeriouſly 
and judge for yourſelf, and then 1 am certain you will 
engage in no raſh Enterprize—————whea you recover 
your uſual Serenity of Mind, and reſolve to behave in a 
manner your Circumſtances demand let me know it, 
and you ſhall find me ready to comply in every thing 
with your Deſires 

He made a low Bow as he ended theſe Words, and 
retired giving me a look as he went out of the Room, 
which ſufficiently explain'd his Reſentments to me, tho? [ 


pretended to take no Notice of it, nor had during this 


Converſation between them uttered on Syllable. 
Lindamine, being very warm in her Temper, fell 
into violent Exclamations on the Severity of her Fate ; 
the Indignation ſhe expreſſed at this ill Treatment of her 
Lover, ſhewed to me plainly, that in ſpite of all her 


Endea vours, her natural Haughtineſs was not utterly 


eraced. A Flood of Tears ſucceeded, and quenched the 
Fire of Rage, and having a little recovered herſelf, ſhe 
recommended her unhappy Caſe to the ſupreme Diſpo- 


ſer of all Things, in terms ſo moving and pathetick, as 


ſhewed them the Dictates of a Heart, that overflowed 
with Penitence aud Piety. 5 

After thus pouring forth her Griefs, where ſhe alone 
could hope Redreſs, the appeared ſomething more ealy ; 
contributed all in my little Power, to ſtrengthen her 
Reſolutions, and enable her to regain her Tranquility ; 


and indeed ſhe conſeſſed that had it not been for my Pre- 
ſence, and the Reſolution I 8 her with, ſhe could 
2 not 
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not anſwer how ſhe ſhould have behaved in ſuch a trying 
Circumſtance. 

When the Inclination of doing any thing is very 
ſtrong, Invention generally comes in to its Aſſiſtance; 
nor did it now fail Lindamine, for the means of eſcaping 
from a Lover, whom with ſo much Reaſon ſhe was deter mi- 
ned to avoid: The Scheme ſhe formed for this Purpoſe was, 
that I ſhould quit the Inn in the Chaiſe that waited for 
us, and {top at a little diſtance behind a Chapple, which 


' the very well knew and directed me to; and that when 1 


was gone, ſhe would co'nterfeit to be overcome by the 
Pamon of Bollixar, in order to lull him into a Security, 
and ſo get an opportunity of joy ning me. 

I could not but approve of theſe Meaſures, as affording 
a greater probability of Succeſs, than any I could think 
of; and to give the Thing an Air of Reality, I took my 
Jeave cf her in a loud Voice, and ſhe, as I was going 
down Stairs, ordered one of the Servants to tell Be//izay, 
the deſired to fee him. 

I was uit ſtepping into the Chaiſe in order for the Exe- 
cution of our Deſign, when - the Count de Saint Fal's 
Valet de Chamber came near, and aſked what I intended, 
and to what Place I was going: As I was not prepa ed 
for this Queſtion. it very much alarmed me, and my 
Countenance betraving my Confuſton; I am afraid 
Madam, added he, the Departure of the Pilgrim, is but 


a Pretence, in order for you to take the Advantage of my | 
Maſter's Abſence for your Eſcape cannot ſay | 
indeed that I have any Commands from him to lay a re- | 


ſtraint on your Actions; but J think myieif oblige: 


neverthelsls to repreſent that you ought not to leave tis | 
Place without his Knowledge ; the Civilities he has 
treated you with, and which I know not how he will be 


ble to anſwer to his Uncle, demand at leaſt thus much 
from you; and I aſſure you, I cannot conſent you ſhall 
make uſe of my Maſter's Chaiie, unleſs I have a politive 
Order fer it from himſelf. 

The Poſtilion who was going to drive away, on hears 
irg this Diſcourſe, got down and took out the Horfes : 
In ie perplexity I then was in, I had a Thought of 
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making a Confidant of the Valet de Chamber, and en- 
deavouring to gain him to my Party; but he had natu- 
rally fo little Complaiſance, beſides, having always 
ſhewn a ſort of a Prejudice againſt me, that I durit not 
run the Riſque of it, and was obliged to go into the Inn 
again, bluſhing with Diſdain and Reſentment. 

I was then extremely at a loſs how to behave ; if I 
returned to Lindamine's Chamber, I was feartul of ren- 
dering her more ſuſpected by Bellixay, and conſequently 
prevent any new Steps, ſhe might take for her Eſcape ; 
and nat to let her know I was diſappointed in what I 
had deſigned for her and myſelf, might occaſion her 
going to the Place appointed ; where miſſing me, ſhe 
would not know what to make of the Adventure, and poſſi- 
bly wait there till her impatient Lover might be ap- 
prized of her Flight, and purſue the ſame Road 
Nothing could be in a greater Dilemma, than I was on 
this Occaſion My own Affairs allo perplexed me 
very much; let me think which way ſoever, I ſaw no 
poſhbility but either remaining where I was, or going to 
Verſailles as the Count deſired, and I had promiſed 3 but 
the Apprehenſions I before mentioned, returned with 
greater Force than ever to deter me from that Journey ; 
waat Madam de G had often ſaid to me, concerning 
the Danger of giving the leaſt Encouragement to a Man 
who had declared himſelf my Lover, now came freſh 
into Mind, and what had aQually happened to me, on 
Monſieur de G 's Account, aſſured me bat too 
well of the truth of thoſe Maxims ſhe had laid down for 
my Conduct in that Point; when I reflected on the ſud. 
den Tranſition of Nſonfieur % Saint FaPs Behaviour to 
me, the Facility with which he diſobeyed the Orders 
given him by his Uncle, and the Liberality, not to ſay 
Proſuſeneſs, with which he had entertained me, with his 
Offers of ſupporting me, till I was otherwiſe difpoled of, 
how could I keep my fetf from trembling for the return 
he might one Day expect for ſo many Favours. 

It is true, I ought to have conſidered all theſe things 
ſooner, and rather choſe to have been carry'd to a Con- 
vent, or wherever elſe the Reſentment of the old Mar- 
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quis fhould have ordain'd, than to lay myſelf under ſuch 
dangerous OMigations to his Nephew: I know that 
many of my Sex will condemn my Conduct, and fay I 
ran myſelf into Adventures of this kind, and then 
boaſted of my Virtue in refiſting Temptations, I might 
eaſily have avoided. I acknowledge myſelf to blame, 
and that my Vanity, my Averſion to being a Recluſe, 
and the charming Hope that I ſhould one Day be what 
Fnow am, made me expoſe my Virtue to very dange- 
rous 'F rials, and that I have reaſon to bleſs the Divme 
Providence alone for my Defence in many of them. 
I would, however, entreat the Favour of thoſe, who 
cenſure me with too much Severity, to remember of what 
Age I was, and aſk themſelves the Queſtion, if, in that 
unexperienced time of Life, they never ated with Im- 
prudence. 

I was now fully convinced J had taken a wrong Step, 
and which way to retrieve it appear'd difficult: I was as 
much in the power of Mlonſieur De Saint Fal, if I con- 
tinued in the Inn, as if I went to Fer/ailles ; and as I 
had agreed to his Propoſals of going there, had reaſon 
to ſear if I now refuſed, I ſhould ſo far irritate him, as 
to make him loſe that Reſpect which had hitherto pre- 
ſerved me. | 

In this Agitation, I bethought me of conſulting Lin- 
damine, ſo leſt my Door half open, that I might hear 
when Bellizay had quitted her, as I might eaſily do, 
my Chamber being under that where ſhe Jay. It was 
not long before 1 heard his Voice, giving ſome Orders 
as he came down Stairs; I then went directly to the fair 
Pilgrim, who ſeem'd very much ſurprized at my Re- 
turn; but on my giving her a brief Recital of the 
Cauſe; it will be eaſy for us, ſaid ſhe, to ſurmount this 
Qbftacle, my Chaiſe is not yet gone. Pray Heaven 
we may find no greater Difficulty in eſcaping the Vigi- 
lance of Be/lizay, from whom I have now undergone 
the moſt dangerous Attack. This guilty wretched 
Man cannot de brought to Reaſon; I was therefore 


oblig'd once more to feign myſelf moved by his De- 
pair, and, in fine, have promiſed to go with him. 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, who knows it was my only Method to preſerve 
myſelf, I hope will pardon the innocent Deceit. 
He now confides in me, and the more ſo, as he imagines 
you are gone; you mult therefore, continued ſhe, avoid 
ſeeing him all Day, and give Orders to the People of the 
Inn to tell him ſo, if he ſhould aſk any Queſtions ; 
though being prepoſſeſs'd as he is of your Departure, I 
ſcarce think he will be inquiſitive on that ſcore. I 
have already told him, that before I undertake ſo long 
a Journey, my Servant mult go to 22 ſome things 
for me at a neighbouring Town; ſo cannot pretend to 
ſet out till To- Morrow Morning. To countenance my 
Deſign, I hall alſo paſs this whole Day with him, and 
as ſoon as it grows late, and he is retir'd to his Cham- 
ber, I am to get ſoftly out of the Inn, and walk about 
a hundred Paces where my Chaiſe is to wait for me, 
and I hope will carry me to Madam De G 8. 
long before he can have any Notion of my being gone 
if you, therefore, keep cloſe till the appointed 
Time, continued ſhe, I will give a gentle knock at 
your Door, as I paſs by, and you may follow me with 
all the Security imaginable. 

I was tranſported with this Contrivance, and imme- 
diately after took my leave, fearing with Reaſon the 
Return of Bellixay, ſhould break all the Meaſures we had 
taken. When I return'd tomy Chamber, I pretended 
to be a little indiſpoſed, to the End my keeping ſhut 
up, might occaſion no Suſpicion in the Houſe: I 
then beihought myſelf, that the Confuſion I betrayed 
when the Count De Saint Fals Valet de Chamber op- 
poſed my Departure, might make him think I had 
ſome Delign on Foot, his Maſter would not approve, 
and conſequently give him an Opinion, that it was his 
Duty to give an Account of my Behavionr ; and beſides 
J confider'd, that Good-manners and Gratitude de- 
manded I ſhould acquaint that Nobleman with the Mo- 
tives which compelled me, to take the Advantage of the 
Liberty he allow'd me in making my Eſcape. 

In order this Valet ſhould have no room to ſuſpect 
any thing, I ſent for him into my Chamber, and ſhew- 
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ing him the Count's Letter to me, aſked him iſ he knery 
the Hand, and he anſwering that he did very well, and 
that it was his Maſter's ; 1 told him 1 could very well 
juvify myſelf for not being that Day at Yerſai/les: You 
are {enſible, ſaid I, with a malicious Air, that I was 
going; but you, for what Reaſon you beſt know, 
thought fit. to put a Stop to the Execution of my De- 
ſigns, and the Count's Deſires. 1, Madam! cry'd he, 
quite confounded at what he heard ; I ſhould never for- 
give myſelf to have done it, if an Exceſs of Duty to 
him who gives me Bread, had not, as I thought, oblig'd 
me to it it, added he, you had mention'd to me 
your Intentions, and my Lord's Requeſt, you ſhould 
have been before this Time at the appointed Place. 

did not imagine, reply'd I very haughtily, that I 
was to give you any Account for the Motives of my 
Actions; —beſides, I was ſo. much ſurprized at 
your Preſumption, that I could not ſpeak one Word, 
nor am I yet, indeed, perfect! * recover'd.——— ſent 
tor you to inform you of this, having no Deſign to do 
you Prejudice ; but you mult believe it impoſſible for me 
to avoid acquainting the Count with the Reaſons, that 
prevented my meeting him as I had promited, or it you 
pleaſe, you may do it tor me, I leave it to your Choice; 
as well as my going To-Morrow early in the Mornirg 
to Verſailles; for as in the Abſence of Monſieur De 
Saint Fal, I find I am to be under your Direction, I ſhall 
not take upon me n. to do any without having firſt 
conſulted you. 

1 bake all this with ſo much Reſervedneſe, and the 
Reproaches I made him ſeemed fo juſt, that the poor Man 
feem'd Thunderſtruck; he knew, without Doubt, his 
Maſter's Diſpoſition, and having been Witneſs of tue 
great Reſpett with which he treated me, fear'd the Con- 
ſequences of his Diſpleaſure, in having given me any 
Occaſion for Offence. 

He begg'd my Pardon a thouſand times over, acknow- 
ledg'd himielf greatly to blame, and proteſted he wou!d 
never dare to call any of my Actions in queſtion more 
in ſhort, his Submiſſions were ſo much ** 
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all Bounds, that I could ſcarce refrain from ſmiling at 
them; and put me in Mind, that as mean Perſons When 
they imagine themſelves veſted with any Authority, al- 
ways execute it with the greateſt Inſolence; ſo when 
they find themſelves miſtaken, deſcend from their Height, 
to the moſt groveling and molt abject Humiliation. 
This Fellow to repair his Fault, would perſuade me to ſet 
out that Moment, aſſured me every thing ſhould be ready 
as quick as Thought, and I might yet be at Verſailles 
by Dinner. es 

I was very well pleas'd at the Effect my Reſentment 
had on him, and chang'd my Countenance to more Se- 
renity ; but told him my Indiſpoſition would not permit 
me to leave my Chamber that Day, but order'd he 
ſhould hold himſelf in Readineſs to ſet out the next 
Morning. | 

But though I ſpoke this to him with Sweetneſs enough, 
he was ſtill under moſt terrible Apprehenſions, nor 
would quit my Room, till I had aſſur'd him of an en- 
tire Forgiveneſs of his Rudeneſs, as he called it 
on which, as well as to get rid; of his Importunities, I 
not only promiſed to think no more of it, but alſo that 
I would ſay nothing of it to the Count; but lay the blame 
only on my own Illneſs and Incapacity of travelling. 
He was now as much tranſported at my Ceng 
deſcenſion, as he had been abaſh'd at my Reſentment ; 
and told me, that as we were not many Leagues from 
Ferjailles, he would go thither himſelf, to prevent his 
Maſter from being uneaſy at my not coming: He 
added, that he would ſend no other on this Buſineſs as 
he might do; but that he was wilkpg to give me a 
Proof of the entire Confidence he had in me, and that 
he was not commiſſion'd to be a Spy over me. 

To avoid all Suſpicion, I would have perſuaded him 
to ſend the Poſtilign ; but he ſaid, that, as that Servant 
had been but lately hired, he might poſhbly make ſome 
Miſtake, which might be prejudical to the Secrecy hts 
Maſter deſired might be obſerved, in all things rela- 
ting to me. I ſeem'd to acquieſce to his Reaſons with 
lome Reluctance; but _— extremely Tejoiced 
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to be freed from this watchſul A gut, who might poſ- 
ſibly have been an Obſtacle to my Deſigus once more, in 
ſpite of all his Pretences ; {till dreading his Preſence 
almoſt as much as Liadamine did that of Bellizay, 

Aſter he was gone, I applauded myfelf very much for 
my Managment in this Affair ; But how little Pains do 
Evaſions coſt cur Sex! That Huſband, therefore, who 
has not a Wife ſincerely virtuous, will never by all 
his Watchfulneſs be ſecured from Impoſition ; and but 
vainly depends on his own Manngement and Penetra- 
tion, fince frequently it happens, that Women of the 
meaneſt Capacities in other Things, have Artifice enough 
to deceive the wiſeſt of Men. 

I ſtaid in my Chamber all Day, as I had agreed with 
the fair Pilgrim, and as I ſometimes lifined to hear if 
Bellizay was with her, found that paſſionate Lover gave 
her but imall Truce from his Importunities. I doubted } 
not her Reſolution ard Management of him, however, | 
and paſt the whole time in Reflections, on the many 
different Circumſtances which had befallen me; I could 
not but imagine ſuch extraordinary things, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily produce a Fate no leſs extraordinary in its kind, 
and recommended myſelf to Heaven for a happy Event. 
I was in theſe Meditations, when about Eight o'Clock I 
was rouz'd from them, by hearing ſome Horſes ſtop at 
the Inn; I ran to the Wnidow and look'd haſtily out, 
fearing ſome new Obſtacle was arrived to thwart my De- 
figns : I was ſo accultomed to ſtrange Adventures, that 
could neither hear nor ſee any thing I did not know | 
the Meaning of, but I preſently imagined it related ſome 
way or other to Myſelf. As the Count De Saint 
Fa''s Letter had inform'd me, that the Marquis was in the 
Neighbourhood, I knew not but it might be he, whom | 
Chance had directed to the very Place I was; I cannot 
lay this Idea was diſpleaſing to me, my Heart over- 
Rowing that Inſtant, with the grateful Remembrance of 
what he had done and ſuffered for me, would have tran- 
ſported me ſo far as to have thrown myſelf into his Arms, 
and given him the moſt render Welcome after ſo long an 


' Abſence 3 though on Reflection, I ſhould doubtleſs have 


repen ted 


Virgin's Viftory. 
repented ſhewing myſelf to him, as the Situation of my 
Aſtairs then was. I was once of Opinion it was Mon- 
ſieur De Saint Fal, who impatient at my not perform- 


ing my Promiſe, was come back from Fer ſalulu, to 
conduct me thither himſelf.— But I was ſoon eaſed 


of my Perplexity, when looking out a ſecond Time, I 
diſcern'd by the Light of two Flambeaux, carry'd by 
Servants in rich Liveries, a tall graceful Perſon getting 
out of a Coach ; he ſeem'd pretty far advanced in Years, 
had a venerable and majeſtick Aſpect, and by his nume- 
rous Retinue ſeem'd a Man of very great Quality: As 
he was coming into'the Inn he caſt his Eyes up, and a 
Candle happening to ſtand in my Window, gave him as 


full a View of me as I had of him; he ſtood ſtill a Moment 


or two, and looked ſo earneſtly upon me, that I was 
obliged to draw back the manner in which he re- 
garded me, I thought had ſomething of Admiration in 
it; a ſmall ſhare of Beauty, indeed, is ſufficient” to in- 
ſpire ſuch Imaginations in moſt Women, and I freely 
confeſs I had the Vanity to believe, that even in this 
tranſient View, I had made a new Conqueſt. But tho? 
I was too great a Friend to Sincerity not to acknowledge 
I had in me a great Share of my Sex's Weakneſs in 
this Particular ; yet I would not have my Reader ima- 
gine, this ſuppos d Effect of my Charms, afforded me 
any Ideas prejudicial to that Aſfection I ſo juſtly bore to 
my dear Marquis.-—Indeed, I gave myſelf not the trou- 
ble to think mach concerning it; but having fat down 
in an eaſy Chair, the little Repoſe I had enjoy'd the 
Night before, had made me drouzy, and I fell into a 
Jort of Slumber, which, however, was every Moment 
interrupted by the continual Expectation I was in of 
Li a nine coming to inform me as ſhe was ready to depart. 
But how was F ſurprized when on opening my Eyes at 

a little Noiſe, I ſaw two Men ſtanding before me, one 
of whom I preſently knew to ba the Perſon that came 
out of the Coach- the E motion I was in at ſuch 
unexpected Viſiters, was viſible enough in my Counte- 
nance, and, indeed, I was that Moment ſeired with 
ſome what I knew DL 1.0: for; but though -1 
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am no Friend to giving Credit to Omens, I have fince 
thought it was a certain foreboding of a very particular E- 
vent, which this Interview was indeed the firit Occaſion 
of. | 

I beg, Madam, ſaid that graceful Gentleman I men- 
tioned, and whom by the Magnificence of his Diels as 
well as his noble Air, 1 ſuppoted to be the Maſter, you 
will be under no Apprehenſions on my Score 1 
little Thought of giving any Diſturbance to a Lady, 
who ſeems born to command univerſal Homage 
It was an Accident brought me into your Apartment, 
which I miſtook for that allotted for me, being on the 
ſame Floor I conieſs, indeed, that when I found 
my Error, I ought to have retired, but few Men can at 
all Times practiſe the Virtue of Self- Denial the 
Sight of ſo many Charms, compell'd me with a ſweet 
Violence, to indulge the Pleaſure of gazing on them; 
and I hoped to have ſtole that Satisfaction without 
your perceiving the Theft No Age, Madam, 13 
fecure from the Aſſaults of Beauty, and yours ſeems 
accompanicd with a Sweetneſs, which I hope will induce 
you to forgive the Boldneſs of my Admiration. 

It may ' eafily be imagined, that both the Viſit and 
Diſcourſe of this unknown Perſon gave me a great dea! 
of Surprize, but perhaps the Reader will think it ftrange 
when 1 confeſs, that neither the one or the other was 
diſagreeable to me on the contrary there was ſome- 
thing extremely pleaſing in both all the Time he 
ſpoke I liſtened with the greateſt Attention, and when 
he left off, anſwered the Compliments he made me, with 
all the Politeneſs I was Miſtreſs of. | felt indeed a 
ReſpeRt] for him, which would not ſuffer me to do other- 
wiſe, and I endeavoured all in my Power, to inſpire him 
with as high an Opinion of my Wit, as he ſeem'd to 
have of my Beauty————tho' I knew neither his Name 
or Quality, I thought nothing could be a greater Glory 
for me, than to be thought agreeable by him, and the 
Deſire of Pleaſing gave me ſo much the Power of 
doing ſo, that he ſeem'd in Raptures at my Complaiſance, 
aud the Manner in which J received the fung "oy 
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aid to me. Good Heaven! is it poſſible, cried he, that, 
every Charm, every Grace of Womankind, ſhould be 
united in one Perſon! Happy | happy will be the Man 
who ſhall poſſeſs this Treaſure Forfan, continued 
he, to the Perſon that was with him, and on whole 
Shoulder he ſupported himſelf, thou art older than my- 
ſelf, yet tell me, doſt thou not feel an Admiration, a 
ſomething more than Reſpe& for this beautiful young 
Lady ſay, did'ſt thou ever ſee any thing ſo perfeth' 
o lovely. 

This Dependant was about making ſome Reply, when 
I prevented him by faying——<— ke care, Monſieur, 
interrupted I, that ſuch Praiſes given me by a Mouth like 
yours does not inſpire me with a Vanity, which would, 
very much diminiſh the little Merit F am Miſtreſs of; 
which conſiſts at preſent only in a Conſciouſneſs of my 
own Unworthimelſs, and a perfect Eſteem for all Perſons 
of true Honour and Good-Senſe, be they of what Age 
or Degree ſoever. | 

How conformable in every thing, reſumed the old 
Gentleman, lifting up his Hands and Eyes! and then 
went on 2xtolling my Way of thinking to the Skies : 
He embelliſh'd his Diſcourſe with all the Graces of Wit 
and Eloquence, and had a Pacility in the Turn of his 
Expreſſions, which very much added to their Agreeable- 
Neſs— in fine, there was ſomewhat in his Conver- 
ſation that perfectly enchanted me, and I believe never 
two Perſons at firit Sight, without being inſpired with 
that Paſſion which is call'd Love, ever took ſo great a 
liking to each other. He eaſily perceived I was pleaſed 
with entertaining him, and tho' I am perhaps too ready. 
in confeſſing the Vanity of my Sex, and my own in par- 
ticular, yet I cannot Help obſerving that the Men, and 
the wiſeſt of them too, are no leſs liable to this Weak- 
Neſs=———there is certainly ſomething inherent to hu- 
man Nature, that will not ſufter us to be diſpleaſed at 
the Praiſes given us by People we converſe with, and 
the more Deference we pay to their Judgment, the more 
are we exalted-——Nay, I will go further, and venture 
© ſay, that we look even on their liking us as a * 
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of their judgment; elſe whereſore ſhould this Stranger, 
whole Years, Experience, and fine Underſtanding, ought 
to have render'd him more cautious, cry up to that high 
degree he did, the admirable Penetration of a Girl he 
had never ſeen before, and could not conſequently be ac- 
quainted with the Capacity of, any otherwiſe than by 
the Civilities he found himſelf treated with by her. 

The Charms of my Perſon with which at firſt he ſeem'd 
ſo much tranſported, were now no longer mentioned, 
or at leaſt had but the ſecond Share in his Admiration ; 
and on my telling him, that a young Perſon could not 
but look on an Acquaintance with one of his "Turn 
of Mind, as extremely fortunate ; have you really deter- 
mined then, Madam, cried he, to make me forget my 
Age, and every Conſideration, that might deter me from 
falling a Victim to the Power of Love? Your Eyes were 
indeed ſufficient to captivate a Heart, not fortified as mine 
for many Years has been, but when you attack it in this 
Manner with the Beauties of your Mind, how difficult, 
nay, how next to impoſſible is it to reſiſt. 

I ſeem'd a little confuſed at this Declaration, and cat 
down my Eyes, being wholly unprepared for an Anſwer ; 
on which, let not what I have ſaid, continued he, I be- 
ſeech you, Madam, give you any Uneaſineſs, tho' I ſhould 
even forget the Diſparity between our Years and Merits, 
you have nothing to apprehend, from a Paſſion mingled 
with ſach Reſpect, and a certain Awe, which nothing 
leſs than ſuch ſuperior Merits as yours could have inſpired 
me with I look, added he, on your charming 
Soul, as a Ray of the celeſtial Eſſence, ſhining thro' the 
fineſt Features its divine Wiſdom ever created, and think 
J worſhip Heaven, in adoring its moſt perſect Work, By 
this Time I had a little recover'd myſelf, and anſwered 
him in a faſhion which excited new Compliments. Our 
Difcourſe afterwards turning on the different Perfections 
of the Mind, he aſked me, if among my other Accom- 
pliſhments I had practiſed Singing, and I making but 
ſome few faint Excuſes, he earneſtly begg'd I would fa- 
your him fo far as to give him a Specimen of my Voice: 
I thonght it would appear affected in me to refuſe mm 
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queſt, and indeed knowing my Voice was good, and 
that I had made a conſiderable Progreſs in Muſick, I was 
well enough ſatisfied to ſhew him, that Part of Education 
had not been denied me. And ſung an Air, the Words 
of which were the Marquis's, a ſufficient Realon ſor my 
remembring it. 


SONG. 


CLot has a Shape, a Mien, 
Sparkling Wit, does graceful mo be: 

Where ev'ry Charm but Virtue's ſeen, 
Then it is a Crime to love. 


Mark my Celia, Goddeſs fair ! 
With not fparkling Wit alone, 

Virtue gilds her Beauty's Sphere, 
Then are Love and Virtue one. 


Aſter a thouſand Compliments on my Performance: 
well, Fer/an, ſaid the a ble Stranger to his Dependant, 
how fortunate ſhould 1 have thought myſelf, if the Pevian 
you know of had made Choice of ſuch a Lady as thi 
O, that ſome happy Star had directed him to theſe Eyes 
they could not but have captivated him, and ſuch 
a Loſs of Liberty had been glorious for him, and an 
infinite Satisfaction to me Vour Pardon, Madam, 
continued he turning to me, that I wiſh one more had 
been added to the Number of your Adorers: Him I ſpeak 
of was not unworthy of that Honour, *till he ſullied the 
Luſtre of his Birth, and Accompliſhments, by a mean 
and degenerate Paſſion. 

As 1 took theſe Words only meant'to- introduce new 
Praiſes, I only faid, that Love was blind; and incapable 
of Diſtinction. I know very well, Madam, anſwer d he, 
that when the Heart is prepoſſeſt by Beauty, it is too 
apt to exalt the Merits of the beloved Object. 
but an Infatuation, ſuch as the Gentleman's I f. of 
is, is not to be parallel'd I will make you the 
zodge e, if any of his Quality, which I aſſure 
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you is not of the loweſt among the Nobility, could 


boaſt a better Education, or had made a greater Pro-- 


greſs in all thoſe Accompliſhments befitting his Age, 
and Sex He was indeed the Darling of the 
whole Court, as well as.ot an indulgent Father, nor had 
ever once been guilty of any Extravagance, to forteit the 
Eſteem of thoſe he convers'd with, till all at once he be- 
came the very Reverſe of all he had been forgot his 
Birth, his Duty, his Honour, and every thing that 
eught to have been valuable, to purſue a country Girl, 
the Daughter of a poor Peaſant, who has involved him 
in continual Broils, brought his Life more than once in 
Danger, and made him guilty of Actions, which have 
driven him from the Preſence of his royal Maſter, rob'd 
him of his Father's Love, and the Reſpect of all who 
knew him. : | 

All the Soſtneſs and Serenity which had hefore appear'd 
in the Face of this old Gentleman, was at the ſpeaking 
theſe Words entirely baniſf d his Eyes ſhot Fire, 
and his Cheeks fluſh'd with a glowing red——he even 
trembled with Exceſs of Paſſion for my Part I 
found ſo much Reſemblance between this Story and my 
own, miſerably mangled, and miſrepreſented as it was, 
that I could not forbear bluſhing, but how great was my 
Surprize, when I heard Foran immediately ſay 
Ah ! my Lord Marquis, the near Concern your Lord 
ſhip has in this Affair, tranſports you to forget, that Love 
can make Perfections where there is none in reality —— 
I dare engage the young Lord finds all thoſe Charms in 
the Object of his Aſfections, as you fo juſtly allow this 
Lady to be poſſeſt of. | 

The Title of Marquis, join'd with the Deſcription 
of his Perſon, which I had often heard, but above all 
the implacable Rage he expreſs'd againit the 
country Girl, left me no Room to doubt, if my ill Ge- 
nius had not thrown me into the Company of my 
Lover's Father——DDD—1 was confounded, but had no 
Time to make Reflections on this odd Adventure. The 
old Nobleman immediately rejoin'd, I tell thee, For/an, it 
is impoſſible, tho I allow the Force of Prejudice in r 
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Cafes, it cannot be of any Effect in thi. hat, con- 
tinued he, a little Wretch brought up in a Cottage, a 
Creature who can have no other Merit than her Youth, 
and perhaps a tolerable Face, can fhe, can ſuch a one 
as ſhe, bchave in any Faſhion, to create Eſteem in any 
Man of Senſe ? I could forgive his toying away an idle 
Hour with the pretty Trifler, tho' even that debaſes him 
too much but to entertain a ſerious Pallion——— 
to avow it too to fight for her, to ſuffer every 
thing to do every thing for ſuch a one, I fay can- 
not be call'd Love but Madneſs. - But by this 
Time I believe ſhe ſeverely ſuffers for ali the Troubles 
ſhe has occaſioned, tho' never can attone for the Diſo- 
bedience of a Son to his Father——— - ou, Forfar, were 
one of the ſirſt to repreſent theſe Things to me, and 
indeed it was you, who put me in the Head of the 
only Expedient, to rid the World of ſuch an incendiary, 
who without Wit or Education, has had Artifice enough 
to ſet whole Families in a Flame. 

Let any one judge of the Condition I was in to hear 
my ſelf thus cruelly reproach'd: the Terror cf being 
{nrprized by the quick-fighted For/ar, would not ſuſter 
me to ſpeak one Word in Defence of the poor injured 
Villager, and this join'd with the, Reſtraint I was under, 
made me ready to ſink. The Marquis being entered 
into the Topic, could not eafily get out of it, and con- 
tinued for a long Time, uttering the moſt opprobrious 
Language againſt his Son's Miſtreſs, that Malice ſure 
ever dictated ; at laſt good Manners reminded him, that 
as I was not at all intereſted in his Affairs, he ought not 
to entertain me with them ; and changing the Conver- 
ſation, he aſc'd how far I was from Home, which Way 
I went, and if I intended to proſecute my Journey next 
Day? I replied with a great deal of Indifference, that 
I was only going to accompany a Relation to a Monaftry ; 
he then enquir'd if the Monaſtry was near Fer/ailles ; 
becauſe, added he, I would do mylelf the Honour to 
attend you thither ; I thank'd his Lordſhip, and told him 
that it was not far off, and that we ſhould not ſet out 
till ten or eleven o Clock; by which Time, thgught 1 
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to myſelf, I hope to be far enough out of your power. 
This gave him an Opportunity of acquainting me, that 
he was returning from a Caſtle he had in the Country, 
and was obliged to ſtop. at the Inn, becauſe his Ser- 
vants not expecting him ſo ſoon, bad not met him with 
freſh Horſes ; ſo that, added he, the Time in which 1 
have now ſent Orders for them to come, will ſuit ex- 
actly with yours, and 1 ſhall think myſelf extremely 
happy to accompany you. I anſwer'd to what he ſaid 
in a very complaiſant Manner, and perceiving that by the 
reſt of his Diſcourſe, 1 was not in any Danger of being 
diſcovered, I reſolved to take my own Part a little in the 
Perion of the young Villager, if a ſecond Opportunity 
ſhould offer. 

I cannot here omit remarking, that tho' I was often 
on the Point of heing ruined one way or the other, yet 
Providence, that never failing Friend to Innocence, 
ſtill interpoſed for my Protection — What in this 
Circumſtance could have fallen out ſo fortunate for me, 
as the Valet de Chamber of the Count de Sint Fal being 
gone to his Maſter; and to compleat the Service he did 
me on this Occaſion had taken with him, I ſuppoſe for 
the ſake of Company, another old Servant whom the 
Count had left behind, ſo that there remained none of his 
Retinue but the Poſtilion ; who being hired but for the 
Journey, knew neither my Name, nor that of the Gen- 
tleman he attended; and as for the People of the Houle, 
I remembred very well that Monſieur de Saint Fal had 
been cautious of letting them know either his Name or 
Quality, ſo I was perfectly ſecure in caſe the Marquis, 
tempted by his Curioſity, ſhould make any Enquiry, as 
indeed he afterwards did. 

The Deſire 1 had of bringing my own Subject on the 
Tapis again, made me take the Advantage of the Regard 
and Admiration he paid me, and withdrawing one ot my 
Hands, which he had juſt been kiſſing, I fancy, my 
Lord Marquis, ſaid I, that you are not entirely free from 
Prejudice yourſelf: If your Son be as eafily influenced by 
our Sex as your Lordſhip, you ought not to be ſurprized 


at his Alling in love, wich a Perſon who perhaps * 
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be much more amiable than I am, There is a vaſt 
Difference, Madam, replied the old Marquis very 
gravely between allowing a Lady her Merits, and falling 
in love ; much more being guilty of all manner of Irregu- 
larities for the ſake of that Paſſion. Alas ! my Lord, ſaid 
I, the Engagements between your Sex and ſuch a Girl 
as you deſcribe, cannot be of any great Conſequence—— 
and I am inclined to believe her Kindred have much 
more to fear on her Account; than thoſe of his Lord» 
ſhip can poſſibly have; becauſ@®the meaner ſhe is, the 
more ought ſhe to prize her Virtue, as the only Treaſure 
allotted her by Fate. Nay indeed, cried the old Mar- 
quis with a Smile, I ſcarce can think, that in ſpite of all 
he has done he will be mad enough to make her his Wife, 
and yet, continued he, growing ſerious again, 
Jam told ſhe is ſo artful a Jilt, and has ſo many Con- 
trivances, that I am not ſometimes without my Fears 
for him. Then, my Lord, ſaid I with an Air of Gra- 
vity, I muſt applaud the Reſolution you have taken to 
ſeparate them for ever, and am inclinable to wiſh ſo well 
to your Family, as to hope you have taken care to do it 
effectually. I expect as ſoon as I come to Yer/ailles, 
anſwered he, to hear News of her being ſecured in a 
Monaſtry, where I have given ſuch Orders, that ſhe 
ſhall have a reception proper for a Perſon, who has occa- 
ſioned ſuch Diſturbances—I think ſhe” cannot with all 
her Hypocriſy have deceived a young Nobleman, Who 
being my Nephew, I entruſted with the Commiſſion : 
He is pretty well verſed in the Arts praQtiſed by Crea- 
tures of her Stamp, and will but laugh at all the Tricks 
ſhe may have recourſe to. 

I was ready to burſt at theſe laſt Words, and I have 
ſince, on recollecting this Paſſage of my Life, wondered 
how I was 'able to contain myſelf from uttering ſome- 
thing, that might have made him ſee how nearly I was 
touched with what he faid—any one at the reading it 
may gueſs how they would feel at hearing themſelves 
thus torn to pieces thus accuſed of things they 
in their Souls moſt deſpiſe and hate: The Apprehenſions 
I had, however, that all the Admiration this Nobleman 

- ſeemeg 


3o8 The Virtuons Villager ; or, 

ſeemed to have of me, would not have detended me 
from the Effects of his Reſentment, had he once come 
to know who I was, obliged me to keep within thoſe 
Bounds, which were neceſſary to prevent him from Diſ- 
covering me, and I only ſaid, Good God, how greatly 
does. your Lordſhip ſurprize me ! The little Converſation 
I have had with you, would have given me a high Idea 
cf your Son's Capacity, but this Delcription of his 
Alittreis deſtroys it all is it poſſible a young 
Gentleman of any refined Notions - himſelf, can be 
really in love with a Creature ſuch as you have painted? 
the Blindneſs of Paſſion concerns no more than 
tae exterior Part of the beloved Object, it extends not 
to the Mind, and let a Man be never ſo much charmed 
with a Face, if he has Senſe himſelf, he will notwith- 
ſtanding his Affection, ſee the Defects of it in her. I 
am therefore apt to imagine that this Girl, tho' meanly 
born, has ſome good Qualities, beſide her Beauty, to 
ſecure her Lover's Heart. 

I allow the Juſtice of your remark, Madam, anſwered 
he, and were I not perfectly convinced of the vile Dit- 
poſition of this intriguing Creature, I ſhould believe as 
you do, that fo laſting a Paſſion as ſhe has inſpired in my 
unhappy Sou, was kept alive by ſome good Qualities; 
but Experience, Madam, fatal Experience convinces me 
of the contrary What! has ſhe not by her Ar- 
tifices deprived a very excellent Lady her Patroneſs of 
an only Son ! Has ſhe not ruined mine ! Engaged him 
in Quarre!s ! Diſconcerted all his Affairs, and ſet him 
at variance with his Father! Can any Character be 
more abominable ? 1s ſhe not equally to be feared and 
hated ? | 

One of that turn of Mind, indeed, ſaid I, is a Diſgrace 
to her Sex; but if this Diſcourſe did not affect you too 
much, I would beg leave to aſk your Lordſhip one 
Queitton ? 

With all my Heart, replied he, tho' I cannot ſpeak of 
this Affair without Emotion, yet I take too much 
Pleaſure in hearing you, not to be ready to anſwer any 


thieg you ſhall take a Satisfaction in being informed 1 
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It is my, Lord, ſaid J, looking earneſtly at him, 
whither you have ever ſeen this ſame Miſtreſs of your 
Son, I mean the Country Girl, the Villager you have 
been ſpeaking of; for poſſibly he may have cthers, a 
thing they ſay pretty common with Perſons of his Age 
and Rank ? No, beautiful Lady, aniwered he, I have 
never ſeen her; but thoſe who knew her but too well, 
have given me a perfect Deſcription of her ; particular- 
ly a young Lady, Daughter to the Lord of the Village 
where ſhe was born; and who by the Misfortunes the 
Wretch's Hypocriſy and pretended Innocence has 
brought upon her Family, has Reaſon to regret the 
charitable Protection her Mother gave her 

Ah, my Lord! cried I, how are you certain they do 
not impoſe on you, and taking the Advantage of your 
Lordſhip's Reſentment on Account of her mean Birth, 
load her with Crimes, of gl perhaps ſhe 1s entirely 
Innocent, 

No, Madam, no, i he a little peeviſhly, I 
tell you they are Facts, and notorious to the whole 
World; beſides, the Perfon I ſpeak of, can have no 
Reaſons for deceiving me in this Point. 

Pardon me, my Lord, faid I, you ſay the Lady is 
young, and your Son doubtleſs a fine Gentleman, why 
may there not be Rivaiſhip in the Caſe, and Jealouſy 
has a cruel 'Fongue ——ferhap⸗ not able to endure 
the Preference ſhould be given to one, ſo much her in- 
fetior in Birth, this young Lady may have taken theſe 
Means to puniſh both the Inſenſ! bility of your Son, and 
the Vanity of her Rival, for pretending to a Heart, ſhe 
was ambitious of ſecuring to herſelf. 

Such an Incident as this, cried the Marquis, would 
do well enough in a Romance; but indeed, Madam, 
there it nothing in it this Vagabond Peaſant 


merits all the ill that can be ſaid of her, and were all 
the World to join in your Opinion, and would endeavour 
to make me of the ſame, it would be in vain ; for I am 
convinced, and when 1 once am ſo, am no leſs inflexi- 
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This was utter'd with a Malignity, which teſtified, 
indeed, the Rancour of his Heart ; and made me trem- 
ble with the Fears of one Day feeling the Effects of it. 
I would now have changed the Converſation ; but he 
was grown too full of the Subject, and went on railing 
at the Country Girl, and praiſing me by Turns, till un- 
able to fupport it; I cry'd out for Heaven's ſake, my 
Lord, be more juſt, you either allow too little or too 
much, and neither your Indignation or Friendſhip, ought 
to have any Weight with Perſons who are unprejudiced 
in your Favour. | 

Theſe raſh Words eſcaped me, without thinking what 
I faid, and I had no ſooner ſpoke them, than I would 
have given the World to have recalled them. The 
Marquis ſcem'd aſtoniſhed, he looked at For/an, then 
again turning to me, eyed me from Head to Foot; yet 
all this, as I afterwards happily found, without the 
leaſt Suſpicion of who 1 was. 

How unhappy am I, Madam, faid he, after a long 
Pauſe, to have any way offended you. You ſeem 
to have taken ſomething amiſs from me, and if in the 
Heat of my Reſentment againſt that pernicious Crea- 
ture, I have uttered any thing unbecoming, I ſincerely 
aſk your Pardon. l take you to be a Lady deſery- 
ing more Reſpect than I am able to pay, thus perplexed 
as I am with the Behaviour of an only, and once moſt 
beloved Son; therefore, I beſeech you tell me, wherein 
I have dene, or ſaid amiſs, that I may be careful to a- 
void the like Trarſgrefſiion for the future. 

Theſe Queſtions very much puzzled me, I would fain 
have eyaded giving any direct Anſwer, and only ſaid 
that his Lordſhip ſtood in need of no Apology to me, 
for he had neither done, nor I reſented any thing as an 
Affront; but this would not content him, the Cloud 
that ſtill appear'd upon my Brow, as well as the Warmth 
with which I had let fall thoſe unguarded Expreſſions, 
convinced him I was ſecretly very much out of Hu— 
mour, and the Replies he made to the aukard Pretences, 


I made for this Change in my Countenance, and manner 
of 
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of ſpeaking, made me ſee I had to deal with a Perſon, 


whoſe long Experience in the World would not ſuffer him 
to be eaſily deceived. In the Name of God, Madam, 


faid he, endeavour not to conceal from me, the Fault I 


have unknowingly committed Something. I fee 
be aſſured it would 
give me a ſenfible Affliction to have created any Diſquiet 
in you. Nay, I will ſay further, that I feel ſome- 
thing within me, that intereſts me in your Behalf, fuch 
a kind of Tenderneſs, as had I a Daughter, or a Siſter, 
might be expected from me. Speak, therefore, 
lovely Creature, continued he, ſeeing me in Confuſion 
let Matters be clear'd up between us, and though 
it is the firſt Time I have the Pleaſure of being in your 
Company, let me not deſpair of re- enjoying that vatis- 
faction by any Ditpleaſure on your fide, 

Here I again attempted to make him believe ] had 
no meaning in what I had ſaid; but all I urged on that 
Score had to litt'e Appearance of Truth, that he eaſily ſaw 
through it. Ah! cry'd he, you would in vain at- 
tempt to deceive me, and your going about to do it, con- 
vinces me that there is ſome Myſtery in it. re- 
member too, you expreſs'd yourſelf with great Earneſt- 
nels concerning my Son. — Perhaps, you know 
him you may alſo know he———0r——r 
du may be of the Acquaintance of Madam the Coun- 
teſs Do , or more probably of Madam De 
5 boch of whom have been Protectors of that 
inſinuating Jilt that has fo betrayed my Son if you 
know the laſt of theſe Ladies, the, perhaps, being her- 
ſelf irapos'd upon by her Artifices, may have given you 
Ideas too favourable of her you bluſi 
Nay, then, by Heaven there is ſomewhat in it. 
Ah! For/an, continued he, turning to his Attendant, I 
am perſuaded there is an extraordinary Motive for the 
Trouble this young Lady diſcovers, While the endea- 
vours to conceal 1t. 1 mult know it per- 
haps, it may concern me more, than yet I am —_ 


312 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


of, and I am determin'd not to leave this Place, till I 
can ſolve the Riddle. | 

I repreſented to myſelf the Danger I was in, of be- 
ing on the Point of being diſcover'd, by the only Per- 
ſon on Earth I had Reaton to be afraid of, that I was 
ready to fink when he aſk'd me if I knew his Son 
the mention he made of my Godmother and Madam 
De G „gave an Addition to the Alarms 1 felt; 
but his laſt Words terriſied me to that Degree, that I icll 
into a Swoon. 

I was afterwards inform'd by the People of the Houſe, 
that the Marquis took Abundance of Pains to bring me 
to myſelf, he call'd for Aſſiſtance, and while the Wo- 
men were employ'd about me, made a ſtrict Enquiry 
who I was; but, as I ſaid before, his Interrogatories 
were fruitlels, No-body could inform him of any thing 
concerning me. 

I ſoon recovered my Senſes, but as I found the Diſ- 
courſe was about me, I pretended to be till in a Fit, that 
I might not be aſked any farther Queſtions, which muſt 
infallibly have involv'd me in new Perplexities. 

The Landlord and Landlady of the Houſe, I ſouud 
were in the Room, of whom I heard the Marquis im- 
patiently enquire who I was, whence I came, who 
brought me thither, and the Name of the young Lady 
that was going to a Monaſtry, and I had mention'd as 
a Relation; but their Anfwers ſeemed only to render the 
Diſcoverv he aim'd at more difficult. They told 
him the Pilgrim could be no Relation of mine, for I had 
never ſeen her before that Day, and had expreſs'd a 
great Curioſity to know her Hittory that a young 
Officer, whote Name they were intirely ignorant of, 
had conducted me thither ; but that he was gone, and 
I had a Diſpute with one of the Servants he had left 
behind, the meaning of which they were ignorant of; 
and that they being alſo departed, there remain'd only 
the Poſtilion who was wholly unacquainted with any 
thing. Well, cry'd the Marquis, this is aſtoniſhing 


bat think you, Fer, don't you think there 
mult 
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muſt be ſomething very extraordinary in this young La- 
dy's Circumſtances, that ſo many Precautions are taken 
to prevent any Diſcovery we will, however, 
ceaſe Enquiries for this Night. To-morrow, per- 
haps, ſhe will of herſelf be complaiſant enough to put 
us out of this Sulpence. lf not I have iafalli- 
ble Means of coming at the Truth. 

He had no ſooner ſaid this, than recommending me to 
the Care of the People of the Houſe, he went out of the 
Chamber; but retern'd again immediately, to order that 
if 1 continu'd long ill, they ſhould inform him cf it, 
for he would ſend to Verſailles for a Phyſician to attend 
me: He then redoubled his Charge to them to be di! igent 
about me, adding that he now recollected who I was, 
and that I was a Perſon of Quality, whele Family he was 
well acquainted with. 

He was no ſooner gone than I began to live again, 
that is to give a Vent to my Breath, which I had fo lon 
reitrain'd, that I was in good earneſt almoſt ſuffocated, 
While the Landlady remain'd in my Chamber, and was 
helping me to Bed, which 1 ſeign'd would be the beſt 
Remedy for perſectly recovering my Diſorder ; I began 
to conũder what could be the Motive that had induced 
the Marquis to ſay, I was a Woman of Quality, and 
flatter d myſelf, that I was ſo happy as to be miſtaken 
by him for ſome other Perſon; but whether I was de- 
ceiv'd in my Conjectutes or not, ſhall be made appear 
in the Sequel of theſe Memoirs 

As every thing I had to hope or fear in the World, 
now depended on my Eſcape, [ pretended an Inclina- 
tion to Sleep, that I might be leſt alone; ard as ſoon as 
| was fo, 1 got out of Bed, dreſt me, and crept ſoftly 
up to Lindamirc's Chamber, having liftened at the 
Door, and found ſhe was alone. A little Knock I gave 
made her immediately open it, and the receiv'd me 
with open Arms ; ſke told me {he had heard that Stren- 
gers had been with me, and was in moſt terrible Appre- 
henſions, leſt their Arrival thould hinder the Execution 
of my Deltgns, No, beautiful Lindanine, aniwer'd I, 
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the Adventure of this Night has render'd my Departure 
in the molt ſecret Manner, abſolutely neceſlary, as you 
w:ll be convinced, when you ſhall be inform'd of the 
Particulars of my Hiitory from my dear Saint Agnes; 
but how, cry'd I, have you diſpoſed of Belligay? Will 
he be no Obſtruction to our Deſigns ? Not in the leaſt, 
faid ſhe, he is gone to his Apartment, perfectly ſatisfied 
with the Aſſurance I have given him of Pardon, for what 
is palt, and a Reſolution to lead the Remainder of my Life 
with him. And as for every thing elle, added ſhe, I 
Lave taken ſuch Meaſures, that 1 have not the leaſt 
Reaſon to doubt the Succeſs. , 

She then acquainted me that every thing relating to our 
Journey was nx'd, and the Scheme ſhe had laid down for 
it, appeared to me fo well contriv'd, that it was next 
to an Impoſſibility we ſhould be diſappointed 
But how little, alas ! ought we to depend on human Pru- 
CenCe—————=Lindamine's ill Stars indeed ſeemed to be 
tired of perſecuting her, and now conducted her to a fafe 
Aſylum from all the Storms and Terrors of the World, 
but I was only beginning to Experience the Malignity 
of mine; and, as my Dream foretold, was entring into 
a Wild of Danger -an immenſe Labyrinth of Try- 
als, in which my Virtue, and eternal Peace of Mind, 
were often near being loſt. 

The Shades of Night had now extended themſelves 
over all our fide of the Globe, and covered all things 
with Obſcurity for ſome Hours the Houſe was in 
a profound Silence, not a Creature waking but Lindamine 
and myſelf within, and the Hoſtler, who having ſeen the 
Reckoning diicharged, had prders to wait without the 
Door the coming of Lindamine's Steward, that his 
knocking at ſo late an Hour might not alarm thoſe, 
whoſe Intereit in this Affair might render not very 
ſound Sleepers. 

Exactly at the Time preſix'd, that faithful Servant 
came to acquaint us every thing was ready, and con- 
ducted us down Stairs in the Dark, to prevent any Ac- 
cident which a Light might have occaſion d. When 
we 
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we were got into the Chaiſe, now, my dear, cry'd Liu- 
damine, | hope we are got clear of all we had to appre- 
hend, and before Day-break ſhall be in a Place of 
Safety. Pray Heaven we may, faid I, but I tremble 
without knowing why; it is only the Darkneſs of the 
Night that frights you, reply'd ſhe, I ſee you are but 
a Novice in theſe dangerous Adventures — What 
would you do, if you were alone in a Foreſt at this 
dreadful Hour, as many a Time I have been during my 
long Pilgrimage! I made no Anſwer to this, but thought 
in my Mind, I had but too much Experience, in what 
ſhe imagin'd me a Novice. 

Her Steward, who rode by the ſide of the Chaile, now 


began to acquaint us in what manner he had executed 


his Commiſſion, which the hurry of our quitting the 


Inn, had not before given him time to do; and gave a 
pleaſing Ceſſation to my Fears, by aſſuring me, that 
Saint Agnes's Packet, of which his Miſtreſs had given 


him ſo great a Charge, would be ſaſely deliver'd into Me- 


licourt's own Hands; for, Madam, ſaid he, I very luckily 
recollected that a very near Relation of mine, has ſerv'd 
that young Gentleman's Father for more than Twen- 
ty Years, to whom I have ſent them by a truity Hand, 
under a Cover from myſelf, and ſhall doubtleſs have an 
immediate Anſwer. | then aſk'd him with great Ear- 
neſtneſs, by what Means it would come to Hand ; cn 
which he told me, he had order'd the Perſon who carried 
the Letters, to go at his Return to the Village in which 
the Monaſtry ſtood, where his Miſtreſs had told him, 
ſhe intended by my Advice to take Refuge ; and to wait 
there in Caſe he ſhould return before he arrived, 

I was charm'd with Fe Diligence of this Man, and 
cry'd out in a kind of Tranſport, O ! my dear Saint Agnes 


En will ſoon have an Account of her beloved —ſhe will 


in Raptures! And J, in being with her by that Time, 
ſhall partake of her Felicity. The fair Lindamine, 
thought ſhe could never ſufficiently extol the Sincerity of 
my Heart, and told me no-body ought to think them- 
ſelyes altogether unhappy, who had a Friend like me. 
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Acer ſome mutual Compliments en this Occaſion, our 
Bucourle turned on the new Way ot Living, we were 
going to enter into. 

e had not proceeded in our Journey above Six Miles, 
before the Polliliva was obliged to reſt his Hories, at- 
ter getting up a very fleep Hill. The Steward in this 
Interval turn'd about, as attentive to ſomething, on 
Which I aſked him the Reaion; or I am mach deceived, 
Madam, aniwer'd he, or I hear the trampling of Horſes 
at iome D1itance: Neither Lindamine nor myſelf made 
any Aniwer to this Information; but putting our Heads 
out of the Chaiſe, found alas ! what he had imagined was 
but too true. am undone, cry'd ſhe, Bellizzayshas 

certainly diſcovered my Flight, and is come in Purſuit of 
me. Ah ! rather cry'd I, full of Apprehenſions on 
the Marquis's Score, it is me, unhappy me they ſeek ! 
The Terror I was in, now was a Proof, that let our 
Friendſhip or Compaflion tor another be ever fo ſtrong, 
it will ſtill recece, when once dear Self comes in 
queſtion —— — 00d God! what thall I do, reſumed 


Lindamine, how now ſhall | get rid of this impatient, 


this obitipate Dillurber of my Repoſe, and Reſolution. 
Compole yourtelf, Madam, I beicech you, ſaid the ho- 
neſt Steward; you know 1] have made a Campat n, am 
no Coward, and in your Defence am ready to the 
beſt art of my Blood; but I do rot think there 
will be any Occafton for tu: Bellizay has no 
right to controll your Acticne, and if he Huld perſiſt 
to follow you, can only learn the Place cf your Retreat 
Hi; Importunities wheri you are there, in my Opinion, 
is all you have to apprehend, ad thole the Holy Or- 
ders of the Place vi toon tithe Means to eaſe you of; 
but ſhould he dare he attempt now to 
force you beck, as I ad betore, Madam, I have a 
good Pair of Fiſte!'s and a word, which ſhall all fall 
me with my Lite, beige you ſhall be compelled to any 
thing againſt your Inclinations., e then told 
bim, ſhe was moſt ſcarfal, that his Duty and Readineſs 


tw ierre her ſhould be fatal to him; but though ſhe. 
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ſaid this, and poſſibly * have diſquiet on that Head, 
yet 1 cone: eaſi] y fee the fiiil had ſome remains of that 


Afﬀecion, he former! y bore to Bellixar, and that her 
oreatelt —— was the being expoled to ſteſh 3 


tions from that dangerous Lover J pitied he 
from my Heart, as indeed ſhe deſerved; for it muſt = 
confeſſed a Woman is very unhappy, white her Virtue 
is combating with her Affection. 

However, the Noiſe of the Horſes increaſed, and in 
{ſpite of that our Chaiſe made, it being now in Motion, 
we could perceive they gained Ground upon us every 
Moment; we alſo thought we could diſcern fome glim- 

merings of Light behind us on the Road ty 
Alarms now redoub 'ed, I remembered what the o'd 
Marquis had ſaid at leaving my Chamber, that — had 
infall:ble means of coming a: the Truth, and no longer 
D 
doubted if it was himſelf, or ſome he had ſent after me, 
in order for the Diicovery he ſo much deſired. As the 
Light drew nearer we found it proceeded from Torches, 
and Lindamine, putting out her Head, for I had 
Courage to examine no farther, Ah ! cried ſhe, I know 
not which of us is purſued, but here are three Men on 
full Gallop tow: rd us.————— How far off are 
faid I, ſcarce able to ſpeak —Not two Piſtol Shot. 
replied the Steward In the Name of God, cried 
I, quite beſides myſelf, order the Peſtilion to ſtop that 
may get out | am certain that] am the Perſon wacm 
theſe Men ſeck, and more than my Life depends 
avoicing them —— the Darkness of the Ni ght may 
conceal me behind ſome of thee 'Thickets. Both Len- 
amine, and her Steward would have diſuaded nie 
trom alighting; but the Terror I was in of falling into 
the old Mlarquis's Hands, made me reſolute to hazard every 
thing rather than that; ſo they were obliged to 
comply, Our Horſes ſtop'd, and neither Linda- 
mine, nor myielf being able to get the Door open, 
the-Steward was obliged to alight, which took up fo 
much Time, that t! ole I end eavoured ta avoid had the 
Opportunity of coming up with us, and ſurroanding us 
jult as 1 was ſtepping out. By the Light of the T orches, 
P 3 dy. 
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dying as I was with my Apprehenſions, I diſcerned 
Saint Fal, putting me gently back into my Place 
His Face was as pale as Death, and when he endeavour- 
ed to ſpeak, his Voice quite forſook him ; it ſeemed to 
me as if this inforced Silence was occaſioned by want of 
Breath with hard Riding, but as he afterwards informed 
me, it 1 from a ſurprize of ſoy at having over- 
taken me. His Valet de Chambre, enraged at the Trick 
I had put upon him, well ſupplied his Malter's Deficiency 
of Speech, and perhaps imagining that after what I had 
So he intended to reproach me; Really, Madam, 
ſaid he, in an inſulting Tone, you make a fine return to 
the Civilities my Lord has treated you with, and if I 
were in his Place———— Pe ſilent, cried the Count, 
having now recovered herſelf, what Complaiſance I 
have thewn to this Lady is infinitely beneath what her 
Merit demands from all the World I have no 
manner of Right to control] her Inclinations, or Actions, 
and if I oppole her Intentions at this Time, it is only 
becauſe her own Intereſt requires ſhe ſhould act otherwiſe 
than at preſent perhaps ſhe is ſenſible of. After ſaying 
this he drew nearer to the. Chaiſe, and made a great 
many gal'ant Apologies, both for having given me any 
Alarm, and for interrupting my Jouraey. Concluding 
v-ith ſaying he would give me ſuch Reaſons for what he 
Ci 1 that he was certain I ſhould myſelf approve of his 
Conduct I was fo much ſurprized at his Behaviour, and 
the Reſpect he paid me, after the manner in which I 
= 4 9 the Confidence he repoſed in me, that I was 
wholly inc 8 2 bie of making any reply to what he ſaid; 
* it tho Tongue was filen:, my Thoughts were not 

— and I pretert'y caſt about ſor ſomething to al- 
1 in my n the having been thrown into 
tie Company of the old Marquis appeared to me a very 
au ſibie Pretence, and J did not fail afterwards to make 
the proper Uſe of it, 

The Count then aldreſſed himſelf to Lindamint, TON 
Inſtead of uphraiding her with having contributed" to my 
Etcape, ſaid the mold polite Things imaginable to her; 
and on hearing we intended to tale Refuge i in a Mo. 
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naſtry, praiſed our Prudence; and aſſured the fair Pil 

rim, that to repair the Misfortune of being deprived of 
15 o agreeable a Companion as myſelf, he would frequently 
wait on her himſelf, and bring her News of me, as 
ſoon as he had ſettled me in a convenient Place. 

While he was entertaining us in this Manner, a Ser- 
vant rode up to him, ard told him, he ſaw the Ct: 
coming; on which Monfeur de Saint Fal ad 5 me, 
that gueſſing by the J ime ne heard I had left the Irn, 
that he ſhould overtake me, he had ordered the Groom 
to get it ready and fend it after him. A Precaution he 
ſaid, he was rejoycel to have taken, becauſe Dy thts 
mean; it prevented any Interruption of Lindan 
Journey. I found by his Diſcourſe that it We « by the 
Hoſtler, who had opened the Door for us, that be was 
informed of our Departure, and the Road we intended 
to take, having overhead the Direction given by Linda- 
mire's Steward to the Poſtilion: which thewed me how 


little Dependance tiere is on the Secrecy of iuch Sort of 


People. I alto found that his returning to the Inn was 
wholly owing to the Valet de Chamber's going to Ver- 
failles, ſuſpecting by what that Fellow faid, that the 
Pilgrim and I had formed ſome Contrivance together, 
which might deprive him of me. I was extremely im- 
patient to know, if on his "— at the Inn, he had met 
with the old Marquis, but 1 reftrained my Curioſity 
till we were alone, not caring to ſpeak any thing of the 
latter Part of my Hiitory befor re Lindamine, till the 
ſhould be acquainted with the former, 

The Chatte joine d us in a hort Time, and after I 
had embraced the beautiful Pilgrim, received a moſt 
aſfectionate return from her, "and þ {ſured her of conti inuing 
a Correſpon dence with her, the Count aſſiſted me in re: 
moving from one Machine to the other, and when I was 
ſeated was moſt teriderly dilige nt in taking all peſſid'e 
Care to deſend me from the Inclemency of the Night 
Alt- he wraped his Cloak about me, and obliged 
ane to cover my Feet; in fine, did every Thing that 
&Kould be expected from the greateſt good Manners and 
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Reſpect, and then commanded the Poſtilion to drive 
on. 

I now began as well to excuſe my Flight, as to know 
whether he had ſeen the old Marquis, to relate the 
Adventure which had befallen me-; but never was Sur- 
prize greater than that which this little Narrative threw 
him into Good God, cried he, my Uncle at the 
lame Inn with you you in his Company, and 
treated by him in that manner ! Why, ſaid I, 
did you hear nothing of his being there at your Arrival! 
not a Syllable, anſwered he, nor 1s it to be wondered at, 
a the Family were in Bed, except the Perſon, who was 
12 the Secret of your Departure; which after he had in- 
formed me of, I was in too much Confuſion, and had 
tao much Impatience to follow you to aſx him any 
Queſtions, ſo only changed Horſes for the more Expe- 
di tion, and pave him Orders to ſend my Chaiſeafter me, 

the Moment he could get it ready How fortu- 

nate for me was it, added he, that the Marquis knew 

thing of my being there the unexpected Sight 

of him would have involved me in little leis Perplexity 

that yourſe'f, unvrepared as I was to give him any Ac- 
count how I had diſpoſed of you, 

He then made me repeat all the Marquis had ſaid to 
me Word for Word, as near as I could remember, and 
after | had finiſhed, confeſſed that after ſuch an Accident 
he 2 not be ſurprized, that I had formed a Reſolution 
ot ©: ing Shelter in a Monaſtry d uring my own Pleaſure, 
fince the Neceſ ity of my Affairs made it ſeem the only 
way to prevent my being ſecured in one for ever, by the 
cruel Will of another. And I am well paid, beautiful 
Feanctta, added he, for all the Pains your Flight occa- 
toned me, in being informed by your own Mouth, that 
it was not any Averfion you had taken to me, or to 
puniſm any Offence I had given you, that you quitted 
tae Inn in that clan: leltine manner. I replied to this 
(Co mp iment in the moſt obliging Phraſes 1 was Miſtreſs 
of, al told him that I ſhould always perfer the Honour 
of his Friend! hip too much to do any thing which 
might jullly forfeit it, and that I valued myſelf highly 
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on the Civilities I had received from him. Ah! 
Heavens! cried he, what Savage is there of the Race of 
Men, that could behave otherwiſe to a Woman ſo every 


way adorable | all that I beg you to believe, is, 
that I am not only truly ſenſible of your Merits, but 
that allo they have inſpired me with Sentiments, that 
mult always influence me to ſerve you, even againſt the 
Intereſt of that Paſſion, Beauty like yours cannot fail 
of kindling in the Soul Never, therefore, mot 
lovely Feanetta, be under any Apprehenſions from me! 
Look not on me as one, who would obſtruct your ſecret 
Inclinations———1 give you my folemn Promiſe, nay, 
will confirm it by any Oath, you yourſelf ſhall invent 
molt binding; that, notwithſtanding the fervent Atec- 
tion have for you, I will rather promote, than any 
way be an Impediment to your Happineſs, with the 
Man you love I am ſenſible I know you too 
late your Heart was pre-enzaged, and to one, Who, 
if any Man can do fo, deierves the Eſteem you have 
for him, therefore may you both be bleſs'd, and I doubt 
not but time will render you ſo.— All i entreat is 
that, you "_ never forbid me your Society. Be aſſured, 
charming 73 canetta, that unruly Paſſions have no Do- 
minion over me my Heat allows itſelf no Defires, 
but of ſeeing and admi.ing you— mould it ever 
exceed thoſe Bounds, 1 have too much Delicacy, not to 
check the inordinate Sallies, and if nothing leis would 
do it, would tear myſelf forever from your Preſence 
voa ſhouid have no need to baniſh me, I would hide my- 

elt in the Boſom of Virtue, and be a voluntary Exile, 
rather than give you the leait J iſturbance. 

Such ſtrong 1 of a diſintereſted Friendſhip, 
had a right to touch my Soul, nor could my dear Mar- 
quis, to whom 1 have fince conteſt what I felt on chat 
Occaſton, b ame me for being greatly affected with 
them; 1 to!d-him that if what he now laid was lncere, 
as I had no Reaſon to doubt, I ſhould conſider him es 
the molt generous Man on at and ſhould inake a 
ſuitable Return, which was all that F iendſhip, exclu- 
five of Love, could beſtow ; he anſwered, it was all he 
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delired, and whenever he aſced more, would not com- 
plain if I treated him with the utmolt Diſdain and Re- 
lentment . 

Bun this we ſell into Diſcourſe on the old Marquis; 
I told the Count, that I much feared when once he came 
to ind 1 had not been ſecured according to his Orders, 
that he would make ach {irict Enquiry aſter me, that it 
would be impoſſible for me to avoid his ſearch. Make 
yourie!t eaſy, dear) 8 on that ſcore, replied he, 
as I! have ordered Things, you will be much ſafer at Pere 
failles than elſeu here. The Perſon with whom you are 
to lodge, ſuppoſe- you to be a Widow of an Officer, and 
come to ſollicit a Penſion, and the Name I have invented 
for you is the Counteis 4e Roches, ſo can give no tru? 
Informat oa of vou, ſhould ſhe be inclined to tall; of your 
Affairs: No Place can be fo proper as the Court to 
icreen you from too curious Obſerrers: Every one 
who comes ttere, is taken up with his own Concerns, 
and there are every Pay ſo many Strangers, that w:th- 
out making it the Buſineſs of one's Lite, one cannot pe in- 
bly dive into that of. all who {.equent 1 Strangers 
pals there for what they pleaie, ard I have known 
ſome that have eftabliſh'd themſelves under pre! tended 
Titles, and their Poſtcrity have ſuccceded to them. 
As to your Sex in particular, all who behave well have 
a right to be efteemcd, anf are never moleſted, unleſs 
it be v.ith the too great Deroirs of ours 

Well, my Lord, ſaic I, fo far 1 am ſatisſed, and 
what you have been ſo gced to coritrive for me, has in- 
deed the Appearance of bare me from the Danger, 
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but pray my Lord, as hong have made me a Woman of 
Quality, by what means am | to ſupport myſelf as ſuch ? 
— on know I have no as. that a capricious 
Tarn cf Fortune took ne from an humble tho' innocent 
Condition, and has leſt me in one altogether uncertain, 
without any means of ſubſi ing Yet would I a 
thauſand Times rather prefer being reduced to my ori- 
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ginal Meanneſs, than ſhine out in all the Pomp of Gran- 
deur at the Expence of my Reputation. 

I ſhould not have given you Time for theſe Reflections, 
ſaid the generous Count interrupting me, but for the 
Pleaſure I take in hearing you. Ah! beautifnl Fearetta, 
how worthy of that heavenly Form is the Soul that dwells 
init ! How does your Way of thinking make one forget 
the lownels of your Extraction? Birth! What is, 
Birth, when not ennobled by ſuch Qualities as yours 
What Advantage does it really give us, if we act not up to 
it? In my Opinion the Son of a Duke belyes his Origi- 
nal, when he behaves like a Peaſant ; = the Peaſant 
who acts with Honour, which is no more than Hone'ty, 
is in Eftec the great Man. No, no, he that prides 
himſelf only on his Deſcent, mult be inſignifican: indeed. 
lince he has Recourſe to what was done before he had Ex- 
iſtence, and may juſtly be ſaid, to adorn himſelf with tae 
Aſhes of his Forefathers =if you, moit charmi! 


J eanetta, were not born in high Lite, your Virtus — | 


you to live in it, and depend upon it you will always do 
io. But how, cried T ? you will ſhort!y lee, replied he 
Alas, refamed I, with ſome Emotion, but jet the means 
of my Support be kept ever ſo much a Secret from the 

Vorld, I {till ſnall know it myſelf: and to be ob- 
lig'd for a Maintenance | 
Obliged, XMladam, interrupted Saint Fal, not in the 
leaſt, true XIerit Iays a Tax upon a worthy Xlind, 

tne Law every Man of Honour ought to lay on hi els 
to relieve Virtue in Diſireſ v. ice is tco often 
maintain'd by the vicious, ought not Virtue to find the 
fame E ncouragemwent from its Lovers? 

By Arguments! like theſe the Count attempted to remove 
my Scruples, but all his Wit and Eloq! tence, both of 
which he was Matter of in a ve ery high Degree, were not 
ſufficient to cenvince me, that receiving Favours of the 
ſort he mentioned, from a Perſon of a contrary Sex, was 
not intirely inconſiſlent with Honour I told him, that 
not all the Neceſſities I was reduced to, could exguſe fo 
dangerous a Step; but alas, I muſt here again conſeſs my 

P.0 Fault, 


324 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


Fault, I ſaid all this, but did not enough perſiſt in it as I 
mould have done: I ought to have delired he would ex- 
ecute the Commiſſion given him by his Uncle, and con- 
fined me in a Rlonaſtery, rather than thus have expoſed 
my Innocence; 1 know the Duty I owed to myſelf, yet 
did but half diicharge it was determined to pre- 
ſerve my Virtue, yet fufier'd mytelt to fall into Tempta- 
tions, which Providence alone enabled me to withſtand 


+ 4s 


—— How few are there that are to happy to eſcape, there- 
fore let all my Lex beware how they too much depend on 
their own etrereth, a trifling Cucuniſtarce fometimes 
compleats their Kuin cal Virtue is molt ſecure in 
D:iffidence and! lum: ity, they are our ſureſt Guard, and 
eur Conitant Leſſon ſhou! id be to icar Ourielver———this 
Irucable Jimidity is the ture! Way to Victory, and makes 
us triumph over the mol dangerous Aſſaults of Vice. 

I had theſe Reflections when J arrived at Fer /ailles ; 
how ſoon were they {wailowed up in Ideas of a different 
Nature! t was then paſt nine a Clock, the Sun ſhone 
bright upon the Palace, and aflorded me the molt gorgeous 
Sizl it Jever had beheld my Tranſport at the Mag- 
nit:cence ard Grandeur which now ſtruck my *1ght, was 
1% great, that h forgot every Thing behce, even mylelt. 
Gant Fal ſer ring Was giving way to tho! e Meditations, 
Which ſeemed ttc Contequence cf ny preceding Di- 
c urie, aſked me with an = of Concern the Occaſion 
of my Silence. We were then at the End of the g: 1 
Alley, and jail going to turn af to the left- Ahhn 
Lord, cried 1, do net diſturb me in the Contem latici n ac 
this delightful Proſpect. I ke Count now perceiving the 
ot my Reſvery, aſk'd my Pardon, anc told me [ 
15 greater Proof of the Exquiſitenefs of my 
Tate, then in admiring the Beauties of this Palace; and 
en ordered the Pol ilion to lt p, that I might have the 
better Cprertunity of viewing :t. I gazed with fo much 
Attention, that as Moviteur de Saint Fal afterward told 
re, 1 ſeem'd to devour it with my Eye. indeed 
my £dmiration was fo great, that I cculd no otherwiſe 
* et it, then by the Eagerneſs with which I turn'd my 
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Head from one Side to the other, endeavouring as it were 
to enlarge my Sight, to take in at once all the Magnifi- 
cence ct the ſeveral Parts, and aſking a thouſand Queſtions 
without giving him Time to anſwer one of them. 

After I had a little recovered myſelf, from the firſt 
Traniports of my Admiration, is it, ſaid I, at this glo- 
rious Edifice I am to lodge? He could not forbear ſmilmg 
at my Simplicity, but reſtrain'd himſelf as much as poſ- 
ſible, and told me that this was the King's Palace, and 
inhabited only by ſuch whole Rank or Employments 
placed them ncar his Perion, of whom he gave me a 
Cata'ogue, which Jailed till we came to the Orangerie 
Street, where the Chaiſe ſtopping at a very large hand- 
{ome Houle we were let down. 

A Gentlewoman ct about twenty, or five and twenty, 
who 1 toon found was the Miſtreſs, having been appriz'd 
by the Count's Valet de Chambre of the Time in which 
ſue might expect us, attended our coming at the Door; 
and received me in a moit obliging manner, valuing her- 
ſelf very much, as I ſoon found, on her Court Breeding. 
Gocd Heaven! aid ſhe turning to the Count, after havin 
ſaluted me, How extremely young mult this Lady have 
been married——why ſhe is ſtill a perfect Child; but it is 
no Wonder with ſuch a Stock of Beauty ; 'twould have 
been impoſſible to have long eſcap'd the perſecuting Sol- 
licitations of your Sex and the'il remain a Widow 
but a ſhort '1'1me I dare engage. I could not keep my- 
fe f from bluſhing at this Dicourſe, and the obliging St. 
Fal perceiving my Contution, put a ſtop to it by preſen- 
ting me his Hand, aud conducting me up a very large 
light Staicale to the Apartment had been taken for me, 

Ihe tun at that Moment ſhone out extremely bright, 
and the Reflections of that giorious Planet on the Glaſſes 
and Gildings, with which the Rooms were ornamented, 
caſt a prodigious Luſtre. 

have more than once conſeſs'd, that my Heart was 
too hable to be taken with Splendor and Magnif.cence, 
aud 1 now gave a Proof of it, in feeling an infinite Satis- 
faction in tue Vinery of every Thing 1 law about mow 
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all the Reflections which I had made on the Road, had 
now no Place in my Remembrance the great Sconces, 
the Pictures, and the other rich Furniture engroſſed my 
whole Attention, and my former Apprehenſions were no 
more. The Count eaſily perceived how much I was 
dazzled with the gay Objects before me, and felt an in- 
ward Pleaſure, which ſince he has made no Secret of, 
in finding his Stratagem ſucceeded : which was to ſtrike 
my Imagination at the hrit Entrance, and thereby ren- 
der the Place he had provided for me, agreeable hereafter 
to me. He was certainly right in his judgment: The 
firſt Sight commonly makes a laſting Impreſſion, elpect- 
ally in things w here the Senſes only are conſulted, for in 
thoſe where the Mind is call'd to Council, Time and Ex- 
perience of their real Worth alone can render dear, 
After I was put in Poſſeſſion of my Lodgings, and 
Madam De Genewval, for ſo the Nliſtrets of the Houle 
was called, retired ; the Count De Saint Fal, entreated 
I would endeavour to amute myſelf during the J'ime of 
his Abſence ; for, ſaid he, I think it will be proper for 
me to wait on the old Marquis De J . 
this Morning, and if I do, cannot well avoid paſſing 
the whole Day with him. —My fery Trial now 
comes on, continued he, I mult invent the molt plauſi— 
ble Story I can, concerning your making your Iſcape 
from me; for Ser not pretend to ſay I found you not 
at Madam De 
Take care, my Lord, for Heaven ſake, cry'd ], 
what you ſay to him on this critical Point, your Unele 
leems to me to be a Perſon of the greateſt Penetration, 
and when you tell him that I made my Eſcape from 
you ; and when he remembers the Meeting he had with 
me at the Inn, the Precautions that were taken to con- 
ceal who I was, my Departure in the Niglit, and the 
Confuſion I was in, at his mentioning tke Country Girl 
with ſo much Indignation ; will he not be apt to ſuſpect 
the very Perſon be hated, and order'd to be confined, 
was the ſame he entertain'd with ſo much Gallantry ? 
And ſhould he once take that in his Head, will he not 
employ 
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employ Spies to find me out ? May not a thou- 
ſand Accidents, now I am ſo very near him, throw me 
once more in his Way, and then I am loſt for ever. 
The Civilities he treated me with, when known for what 
I am, will augment the Deteſtation he before had for 
me, and I mutt hope no Mercy. 

I have already given you my Word and Honour for 
your Protetion, Madam, anſwer'd he, and will keep 
it in ſo ſtrict a Manner, as to lay down my Life, rather 
than ſuffer any Inſult ſhould be offer'd to you. [ 
hope what you apprehend, will be prevented by a 
Prucent Manageme nt on both our Sides; but if not, 
depend upon it, that the Force of my Uncle's Dilplea- 
lure will "fall on me. 

My Lord, faid I, that is too much to think on 
I caunct bear you ſhould ſuffer on my Account, and 
Ah, Madam, cry'd he, impatiently, what I have to 
ſuffer from my Uncle, is little in Compariſon with the 
Apprehenſions of other much more affecting IIIs. 
Jis not the Rage of the Father, but the Amiableneſs of 
Son, that ſooner or later will deprive me of the Plea- 
ſure of obliging you but, continued he, this is 
too tender a Point to be agreeable to either of us; all 
I ought to entertain vou with, is the Readineſs with 
which I ſhall ever fly to execute your leaſt Commands; 
and the perfect Intereſt I take in your Affairs, entirely 
excluſive cf my n. - hatever I ſuffer, myſelf 
alone mall know, nor will I ever preſume to appear 
betore you, when I cannot do it with an Air compoſed 
En! agh, not to create in you any Ureaſineſs. 

With theſe Words, accompanied with a low Bow, 
he went out of the Room, leaving me aſtonifl"'d at his 
Generoſity, and fill of the molt grateful Sentiments 
for it. When he was gone, the Chambermaid, who had 
been hired to attend me, came up———ſhe appear'd to 
me to be upwards of Fifty, and doubtleſs was no leſs, 
for I eaſily perceiv'd no Care had been omitted to con- 
ceal the Effects of Age. She had an inſinuating Aix, 
and affected an Infinity of good Breeding , but while he 
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was making Abundance of Encomiums on my Beauty, 
and other Perfections, always found an Opportunity to 
introduce her own good Qualities, by way of Paren- 
theſis. Her Name was Brochan, Madam De Genewval 
gave a very high Character of her. It ſeems ſhe 
had lately quitted the Service of a Dutcheſs, and the 
Reaſon the gave for it, was, that my Lo:d Duke's Se- 
cretary being violently enamoured with her, ſhe mutt 
have run a great Riſque of loſing her Innocence, had ſhe 
continued there much longer. I could not help imiling 
within myſelf at this Account; her Age, and thc dit- 
agreeable Formality of her Behaviour, as well as the 
Plainneſs of her Face, I thought might have been a ſut- 
ficient Security for her, againit all Dangers of that 
kind; but in ſome Days after, I found the had the 
Weakneſs ta perſuade helelf, that the had as many Ad- 
mirers as Behoiders, and that it was utterly imyollible 
for any Man to look on her with Indifterence. 'I'o this 
Folly the had another added, if poſſible. more ridicu— 
lous than the other, that of imagir ing ſhe was nobly 
born; and as ſhe was ſenſible everv body knew her :o be 
a Cook's Daughter, aſſerted very gravely, that the had 
been, chang'd at Nurſe. 

Madam De Genewval came up ſoon after this Waiting- 
Woman, and as I now happen to be in the Humour of 
drawing Pictures, cannot reſiſi giving my Reader hers. She 
had a very good Face, was tall, and well mide, and had 
ſhe been leis ſenſible of what ſhe owed to Nature, had it 
in her Power to have been a very agreeable Companion; 
but Vanity and Aﬀeciition, render'd even her Wit, of 
which ſhe had a good Share, iometimes tireſome to 
thoſe ſhe converſed with. ——— With all this, ſhe was 
ſo paſſionately fond of hearing herlelf ſpeak, that ſhe 
would ſcarce afford room for any other Perſon to utter 
a Word; and of all the Topicks of Converſation was molt 
pleas'd with that, which gave her an Opportunity of find- 
ing Fault with the Conduct of thoſe, wo were fo unhap- 
Py as to come upon the "i apis; but as it was impoſſible 
tor me at firſt Sight to Cilcoyer this Foible in her Tem- 
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per, and ſhe behaving, to me in the moſt affectionate 
Manner, I could not help making her very ſincere Re- 
turns, accompanied with a little too much Confidence; 
the Conſequences of which ſhewed me, that a young 
Perſon cannot be too circumſpect in their Behaviour be- 
fore new Acquaintance, and taught me by a dear 
bought Experience, to enforce as much as J am able 
this Precept to others. 

After a little Chat of ordinary things, Madam De 
Geneval and Brochan open'd a Cheit of Drawers, ſee 
here, my Lady, ſaid the former, how much Care I 
have taken of your Things; Monſieur the Count De 
Saint Fal, gave me a ſtrict Charge concerning your 
Baggage, and as he gave me the Keys I epen'd all your 
Trunks, and laid your Cloaths, as you may perceive, 
in as neat a manner, as if yourſelf had been preſent. 
As I took them out, I wrote an Account of 
every Particular, which I beg you'll look over —— 
I am certain you'll find all Right, for I would truſt no- 
body but myſelf. With theſe Words ſhe gave me a Pa- 
per, which I ſoon found was an Inventory of Wearing» 
Apparel, Bed and Table-Linnen fit for a Woman of my 
ſuppoſed Quality ; as I knew not yet what the Count 
had provided for me, I excuſed myſelf from looking 
over either that, or the things, fearing to betray my Ig- 
norance ; and ſaid, that as 1 had come a great Journey, 
and travell'd hard, I would lie down ſome Hours and re- 
teh mvſelf———they agreed it would be beſt for me, 
and Madam De Geneva! having wiſl'd me a good Re- 
pole, quitted the Chamber, and ſoon after Madamoiſelle 
Brochan, after laying my Pillows, and throwing a Co- 
verlet upon me, did the ſame, entreating I wou'd ring the 
Bell, the Moment J had any Commands for her. 

Though I had not been in Bed all Night, I was now 
in too great an Agitation of Mind to think of Sleep, 
and as ſoon as J found myſelf alone, I looked with 
Pleaſure on the gay Objects, that preſented themſelves to 
my Eyes; the Beauty of the Paintings, the fine carved 
Work of the Cabinets, had a kind of Witchcraft in 
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them, and I could not refiſt the Temptation of taking 2 
nearer View of the Things, I was now in a manner 
Miſtreſs of; I got up and bolted the Door, that I might 
not be ſurpriz'd in my Curioſity, and then made a full 
Examination of the Furniture ; after which I went to the 
Drawers, that I might ſee in what Faſhion I was to be 
Creſt, and was quite tranſported to find there Habits ex- 
cellently well-fancied, and full as rich as thoſe I had 
ſeen worn by the Counteſs De , or Madam 
De G , and much gayer than thoſe even of 
Madamoiſelle D' Z/5ieux. | 

I will not pretend to give a falſe Gloſs to my way of 
thinking at that Time, in order to render my Character 
more perfect than it is in reality; and though I know I 
lay myſelf open to the Cenſures of thole of my Sex, 
who will not acknowledge they ever did amiſs; yet | 
chuſe rather to ſuffer their Reflections, than that 'I'ruth 
ſhould ſuffer by me. 

To ſpeak of things then as they were, had I exa- 
mined my Heart, I ſhould certain y have found it niore 
taken up in thoſe firſt Moments, with the brilliant Situ- 
ation I was in, than with the Murmurs and Remon- 
ſtrances of an interior Virtue. —<o——There is a wide 
Difference between arming one's ſelf againſt Things at a 
Diſtance, and encountering them when preſent ; 
we but faintly reje& what pleaſes us and is in our power: 
Many People, indeed, deſpiſe Riches in The- 
ory ; but we find few Examples of the Practice. 

My Virtue, however, was not ſo far lull'd into a 
Lethargy, as not to make ſome Efforts towards reſtrain- 
ing me from theſe Allurements ; but then a ſudden 
Thought came into my Head, that I ought to be well 
acquainted with what I was ſuppoſed to have purchaſed. 
What, ſaid I, to myſelf, when Brochanr, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of Ladies Women, ſhall aſs me 
which Robe, or which Head-Dreſs I would pleaic to 
wear; would it not diſcover that I was only a kind of 
Tenant at Will to all this Pomp, if I could not readily 
order ſuch a thing, or ſuch a thing to be brought 
me ? 
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Prepoſſeſſed with this Belief, that the indulging my 
Curiohty was abſolutely neceſſary; I open'd every little 
Drawer and Box, and though I had ſome little Checks 
at the beginning of this Employment, they ſoon were 


felt no more, on finding {till ſomething to attract new 
Admiration. 
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being the entertaining Hifizry of Moni. Bt- 
GaNnD, a Man infinitely Inquiſitive and Enterpriling, 
even to Raſhneſs; which unhappy Faculties neverthe- 
leſs, in ſtead of ruining, raiſed him from the [2ve/? O. 
Seurity, to a moſt /plendid Fortune; interſperſed with 
ſeveral humourous Stories, The whole containing great 
Variety of Adventures, equally i»/rufive and diwer- 
ting. 


II. ANTI-PAMELA, or Feign'd Innocence de- 
tected, in a Series of SyRENaA's Adventures: A Nar- 
rative which has really its Foundation in Truth ard 
Nature ; and at tne ſame time that it agreeably enter- 
tains, with a vaſt Variety of ſurpriſing Incidents, arms 
againſt the frequent Miſchicſi arifing from a too ſudden 
Admiration. Publith'd as a neceſſary Caution to all 
young Gentlemen. The Second Edition. 


Fatally fair tler are, and in their Smiles 

The Graces, little Loves, and an Deferes invavit ; 

But all that gaze up them are undone ; 
or tber are falſe, lu xu ion in their Appetites, 
Aud all the Heaven they hope for is Variety. 

One Lover to another fill fuccerds ; 

Another, and another after that, 

And the laſ Fool is cuelcame as the former ; 

Till bauing low'd his Hour out, he gives his Place, 


ni mingles awith the Herd that went briore him. 


Row x's Fair Penitent, 


